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antiquities  of  natioas ;  without  a  know- 
lege  of  which,  the  literary  hiftory  of 
Europe,  and  of  France  in  particular^ 
muft  have  remained  incomplete.  It  was 
not>  therefore^  an  attempt  of  mere  cu- 
riofity,  or  unimportant  erudition,  to  fearch 
after  and  expbin  the  writings  of  the 
Troubadours,  who  were  the  ancient  Pro* 
ven9al  poets,  and  the  fathers  of  modern 
literature. 

There  were  but  four  manufcrtpts  re^ 
lathre  to  this  fiibjed  in  the  library  of  the 
King  of  France ;  but  ia  Italy  there  was 
a  great  number.  Mr.  de  St.  Pelaie. 
therefore,  went  into  Italy,  and  obtained 
Ae  permiflion  of  the  Pope  to  confult  thcfi 
manufcripts.  This  projed  and  expedition 
were  celebrated  in  the  Nouvelles  Literaires 
de  Florence^  for  the  month  of  February, 
1740.  After  having  collefted  near  four 
thoufand  compofitions,  and  the  original 
lives  of  feveral  of  the  poets ;  and  after 
proving,  that  the  fragments^  fcattered  ia 

different 
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different  places,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
hundred,  were  all  to  be  found  in  this  col- 
ledion,  there  was  yet  a  delay  to  the  work,  * 
from  the  diflSculty,   in   many  parts,  of* 
underftanding  the    Provenfal  language: 
but  this  difficulty  was  overcome,  by  great  • 
pains,  in  comparing  different  words,  and 
different  paffages,  and  by  paying  the  mbft 
exafl  attention  to  the  correfpondence  of* 
the  fenfe,  and  the  idiom  of  the  expreifion. 

The  idea  alone  of  this  work  is  afto^ 
nifliing.  Mr.  de  St.  Pelaie  had  fifteen, 
volumes  in  folio  to  go  through,  together 
with  a  multitude  of  various  readings ;  and 
eight  volumes  of  cxtrads,  befides  glofr 
faries,  tables,  and  an  infinity  of  notes  •• 
Yet  did  he  encounter  and  overcome  all 
thefe  difficulties,  infpired  with  the  ho« 
nourable  motive  peculiar  to  men  of  letters^ 
the  defire  of  acquiring  and  communi-* 
eating  knowlege* 

A  4  ,  Mr. 
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Mr.  de  St,  Pelaie  lived  not,  how- 
ever, to  give  the  fruits  of  his  labours  to 
the  world  ;  and  his  ingenious  friend,  the 
editor  of  this  work,  at  firft  declined  the 
talk,  from  the  fuppofition  ;hat  the  mate- 
rials confifted  of  noihing  but  gallantry, 
and  that  it  was  of  little  importance  to  be 
informed  in  what  manner  the  firft  poets 
fung  the  praifes  of  their  miftreffes.  But 
curiofity  leading  him  to  run  over  fomc 
parts  of  the  collection,  he  difcovered  many 
interefting  details  towards  a  hiftory  of 
the  heart,  and  its  various  movements :  he 
likewife  difcovered,  that  much  light  might 
be  thrown  upon  a  variety  of  fubjeSs,  ei- 
ther entirely  unknown  in  our  days,  or 
obfcured  by  the  clouds  of  prejudice.  His 
Icruples,  therefore,  began  to  vanlfh  j  and 
he  was  flill  farther  determined  to  under- 
take the  work,  from  a  delicate  fear  which 
had  been  fuggefled  by  Mr.  de  St.  Pelaie, 
that  fome  licentious  pen  might  be  em-- 
ployed  in  the  work,  and  give  it  to  the 
public  in  a  manner  degrading  to  its  real 

merit. 
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merit,  and  dangerous  to  the  morals  of 
fociety.  Depraved  and  worthlefs  charac- 
ters are  fometimes  neceflarily  developed^ 
hut  thefe,  like  the  enchanted  ifle  of  Ca« 
lypfo  in  the  hands  of  the  chafte  Fenelon, 
may  he  fo  draii^n  as  to  furnifh  abundant 
leflbns  of  wifdom.  It  is  like  wife  of  ufe, 
to  cbaraderife  the  fpirit  and  manners  of 
thefe  ages  of  chivalry ;  to  point  out  the 
ahufes  of  an  ignorant  and  diforderly 
clergy,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  church  of 
Rome. 

Accordingly  we  have  here  a  great 
and  ftriking  pidurc  of  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  centuries,  when  ignorance  and 
barbarifm  held  dominion  over  Europe. 
We  fee  paffing  in  review  Sovereigns  and 
great  Lords,  Knights  and  nqble  Ladies^ 
Monks  and  Prelates,  libertines  and  devo- 
tees, enthufiafts  in  love  or  in  religion, 
fatirifts  or  licentious  flatterers.  All  thefe 
are  exhibited,  and  form  the' great  fuc- 
ceiEon  of  Troubadours. 

With 
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With  refpcdl  to  the  writmgs  of  tbc 
TrQubadour8>  a  ruftic  fimplicity,  joioed 
with  lively  and  fometixnes  fublime  images, 
are  diftinguilhed  in  their  produdions* 
TbQ  UQCultivated  mountains  of  Scotland, 
the  forefts  of  America»  and  the  frozen 
deferts  of  Lapland,  have  yielded  fruits  of 
genius  which  even  now  excite  our  ad- 
miration*  Minds,  indeed,  which  are  con- 
fined within  the  narrow  limits  of  art» 
and  refiied  not  on  the  energy  of  nature, 
find  it  difficult  to  conceive  that  fuch  pro- 
ductions fliould  arife  in  a  flate  of  igno- 
rance and  barbarifm  :  not  refleaing,  that 
when  the  foul  is  ftrongly  impreflcd  by  a 
fingle  objeS,  its  powers  are  exerted  with 
the  greater  vigour ;  there  are  few  ideas, 
and  confequently  little  to  enfeeble  the 
flights  of  the  imagination; 

In  all  nationsj  poets  have  preceded 
profe-writers.  A  wifli  to  perpetuate  any 
ftriking  fadts,  gave  rife  to  a  language  be- 
yond that  of  common  life ;  a  language 

more 
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more  exprejQive  and  more  eafily  retained. 
Hence  the  origin  of  poetry :  and  as  there 
is  a  natural  affinity  between  mufic  and' 
poetry;  the  words  were  accompanied  with 
fuitable  airs,  which  fixed  them  fiill  deeper 
in  the  memory,  and  gave,  as  it  were^  a 
body  to  thought.  Such  is  the  progrefs  of 
the  human  mind.  The  fird.  biftorians^ 
and  philofophers,  whether  in  Greece  or 
KomCt  were  poets;  the  bards  too,  of 
other  nations^  hav«  celebrated  the  exploits, 
and  roufed  the  valour  and  emulation  of 
their  countrymen,  in  verfe. 

In  a  country  favoured  by  nature,  under 
a  ferene  iky,  and  where  the  genial  warmth 
of  the  climate  enlivens  the  imagination^ 
without  enervating  the  body,  the  tafle 
will  be  more  refined,  and  the  compofi- 
tions  more  animated.  Such  was  the  for- 
tunate fituation  of  the  Troubadours ;  they 
inhabited  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
France,  comprehended  under  the  name  of 
Province  i    and  were  like  wife  called  the 

Proven  9al 
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Proveogal  poets,  becaufe  this  languagfo 
wa9  common  to  them  all. 

'  William  1X»  Count  of  Poitou,  and 
Dijtke  of  Aquitaine,  is  recorded  as  the  firft 
Provengal  poet ;  others*  however^  had 
no  doubt  preceded  him>  as  the  graces  of 
his  ftyle  imply  an  art  already  cultivated* 
iBut  it  is  from  this  period  that  we  muft 
begin  to  trace  the  Proven9aI  poetry; 
from  this  time  it  took  a  rapid  flight,  pe- 
netrated into  the  courts,  and  formed  the 
delight  and  the  admiration  of  a  great  part 
of  Europe. 

The  advances  from  a-  ftate  of  igno-^ 
ranee  and  barbarifm,  to  that  of  cultiva^ 
tion  of  nv^nners,  of  reafon,  and  of  ta- 
lents, form  one  of  the  moft  interefting 
fpedacles  that  is  prcfented  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind.  After  a  long  train  of  evils, 
into  which  errgr  and  anarchy  had  plunged 
.  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  the  ignorance 
of  the  tenth  century,  accompanied  with 

the 
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the  clofe  of  the  fame  century.  An  un- 
heard-of enthufiafm  broke  through  the 
barriers  of  nations,  united  them  for  the 
purpofe  of  religious  conquefts,  tranfport- 
ed  them  into  the  country  of  Phidias  and 
Homery  and  made  them  breathe  the  vo^ 
luptuous  air  of  Afia.  Hence  new  fenfa- 
tion8»  new  ideas,  new  taftes :  and»  ado* 
nifliing  to  relate,  the  blind  and  fanguinary 
devotion  of  the  Crufades  contributed  to 
the  developement  of  reafon,  and  of  the 
fine  arts ;  and  forwarded  the  triumph  of 
the  Mufes,  whofe  inventive  labours  gave 
birth  to  fuch  a  variety  of  pleafures. 

At  this  period,  the  clafs  of  poets  call- 
ed Troubadours  began  to  increafe ;  and 
they  found,  in  the  courts  of  Princes, 
^hich  were  then  almoft  as  numerous  as 
the  caftles,  fortune,  pleafure,  and  the 
moft  flattering  diftindion.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  induced  fome  to  enter  into  the 
profeflion,  who  were  deficient  in  point  of 
talents ;  others  depended  upon  their  rank, 

which 
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pidiures  of  greater  fimplicity,  and  from 
which  practical  conclufions  might  more 
eafilj  be  deduced. 

There  we  behold  a  paffionate  and  out- 
rageous valour,  which  breathed  after 
combats  as  its  dearefl  pleafures,  and  which 
drew  the  firft  laws  of  nature  from  the 
barbarous  decifions  of  the  fword.  There 
we  behold  the  prodigality  of  the  Nobles, 
fet  up  as  the  eflential  virtue  of  their 
nobility;  as  little  delicate  in  acquiring 
the  means,  as  in  the  manner  of  their 
di/fipation  ;  and  not  blufhing  to  accumu- 
late by  rapine,  what  was  to  be  exhibited 
in  a  ruinous  oftcntation.  There  we  be- 
hold that  fpirit  of  independence  which 
foftcrs  the  diforders  of  anarchy ;  fome* 
times  indeed  with  a  view  to  intereft,. 
crouching  under  the  pliant  and  humble 
demeanour  of  a  courtier,  but  always  ready 
to  (land  forth  with  audacity  on  the  firft 
•favourable  conjundure.  There  we  be- 
hold a  boorifh  and  mafculine  familiarity, 

which 
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even  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  oceans 
the  condudl  of  Kings  and  Emperors,  and 
thus  eftablilhed  an  univerfal  en^pire. 

In  the  works  of  the  Troubadours  we 
meet  with  numberlefs  examples  of  this 
mad  enthufiafm ;  and  feme  of  tfaefe  poets 
had  even  the  courage  to  cenfurc  and  ex- 
pofe  them* 

The  abufe  of  Ecclefiaflical  power  was 
the  true  origin  of  the  various  fedaries  in 
the  fouthern  provinces  of  France,  called 
Vaudois,  Albigenfes,  &c.  A  cruel  war 
was  waged  againfl:  thefe  fedaries^  in 
which  the  ruin  of  the  Count  of  Totiloufe 
was  particularly  meditated,  who  was  con?- 
fidered  as  their  head.  Hitherto  the 
Crufades  had  for  their  objedl,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Chriftian  name :  but  now 
even  Chriftians  themfelves,  provided 
they  were  reputed  enemies  of  the  church, 
were  confidered  as  a  facrifice  ftill  more 
worthy  of  their  zeal ;  and  the  fovereign, 
who  dared  to  proted,  or  even  tolerate 

.  them> 
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The  compofitions  of  the  Troubadours 
may  be  divided  into  the  gallant,  the  hif- 
torical,  the  didaSic,  and  the  fatirical. 
The  laft  of  thefe  are  the  moft  valuable, 
as  they  explain  the  manners,  and  correA 
the  vices  of  the  times.  The  didadic 
pieces  are  few,  but  curious ;  fome  of 
them  comprehend  the  maxims  of  univerfal 
morality ;  others,  inftrudions  relative  to 
the  different  conditions  of  fociety,  to  the 
candidates  in  chivalry,  to  the  Ladies,  the 
poets,  and  the  jongleurs. 

The  Proven9al  language,  as  well  as 
the  French,  the  Italian,  and  the  Spanifli, 
was  derived  from  the  Latin  :  this  was 
the  language  in  which  the  Troubadours 
wrote,  and  was  efteemed  more  perfeft 
than  any  of  the  others,  either  from  its 
partaking  more  of  the  beauties  of  the 
Greek,  which  was  a  long  time  the  lan- 
guage of  the  people  of  Marfeilles,  or 
from  its  being  cultivated  by  men  of  fupe- 
rlor  tafte  and  abilities.  The  Troubadours 
gave  it  new  charms,  and  more  extended 

famc« 
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fame.  Difperfed  through  mod  of  the 
courts  of  Europe,  they  created  a  reliftx 
for  their  compofitions,  and  gave  a  cele- 
brity to  their  language,  almoft  as  great  ad 
the  beft  modern  produdions  have  given  to 
our  own. 

Italy,    Spain,    England,    and   even 
Germany,    Hftened   to   thefe  Amphions; 
admired,  and  attempted  to  imitate  them  ; 
and  thus  promoted  the  reformation  and 
refinement  of  the    language  of  thefe  fe- 
veral  countries.     This  has  been  acknow- 
Icged  by  feveral  of  the  Englifli,  and  a 
much    greater     number   of    the    Italian 
writers.     Dryden  confeffes,  that  the  Pro- 
ven 9al  was  the  moft  poliffied  of  all  the 
modern    languages ;    and    that   Chaucer 
availed  himfelf  of  this,  to  ornament  and 
enrich  his   own  ♦•      Bembo  aflerts,  that 
this  language  had  a  great  fuperiority  over 
the   Eaftern ;    and    that   whoever   would 
write   well,    particularly  in   verfe,   muft 
write  in  the  Proven 9al. 

♦  Preface  to  Drydcn's  Fables. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  was  more  honourable  to  the 
f  roubadoars,  than  to  have  the  Italians 
for  their  difciples;  and  who  not  only 
equalled,  but  furpafled  their  mafters.— 
At  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
Dante  raifed  the  Italian  language  to  per- 
fection ;  and  from  that  time  it  took  the 
lead  of  the  Proven9al.  Petrarch  then 
appeared ;  love  infpired  his  mufe,  and  he 
poured  forth,  in  the  very  country  of  the 
Troubadours,  fuch  eloquent  and  melo- 
dious numbers,  that  their  language,  their 
poetry,  and  their  name,  almoft  entirely 
difappeared  in  Europe. 

The  languages  of  other  countries  would 
have  improved  as  rapidly  as  the  Italian, 
had  they  been  cultivated  with  equal  care^i 
and  by  men  of  equal  genius  with  Dante, 
Petrarch,  and  Boccace.  Unfortunately, 
however,  from  the  want  of  fuch,  other 
nations  were  long  inferior  to  Italy  in 
works  of  genius  and  of  tafte. 

In 
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In  Germ^ny^  the  Troubadours  had 
their  imitatorS)  whom  the  Baron  Zurlan* 
ben  has  attempted  to  draw  from  their 
obfcurity.  He  has  found  a  manufcript  in 
the  library  of  the  King^  containiqg  the 
fqnQets  of  a  hundred  and  forty  poets> 
who  flourifticd  between  the  end  qf  the 
twelfth  and  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century.  In  the  number  of  thefe  poets 
we  find  the  Emperor  Henry  VI.  the  un-» 
fortunate  Conradin,  the  fon  of  Frede^^ 
rick  11.  a  King  of  Bohemia,  feveral  other 
Princes,  Eledors,  Dukesr  Margraves,  &c. 
befides  Prelates  Otud  Monks.  The  Baron 
Zurlanben,  in  a  memoir  read  before  the 
Academy  of  Belles  Lettres  in  the  year 
1777,  has  given  fome  extrads  from  thefe 
compofitions ;  and  a  more  complete  ac- 
count would  throw  great  light  on  the 
hiftory  of  that  age.  To  each  fon  net  is 
prefixed  a  defign,  reprefenting  the  fieges, 
tournaments,  hunting-matches,  emblems, 
and  armories  of  the  German  Trouba- 
dours. 

To 
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tasrrs  of  Vinl  ilzI  f.-rr,::.; ;  r»r:  be  dc- 
gTiii^c  :bm  £1  >x  i-  jT^rrsic*  iicraiiauf- 
nffs  cf  zii.-r.rr^  !:  :>  nir^sflkry  to  give 
him  ap!iri  boc,  ^li?  wm  ibe  firl  pro- 
Trcfil  p:>r:;  bu:  .nr  cirr'^ri^r^of  his 
life,  net  icr-ir:^  -15  *::: ::.?.:".  will  iumcc  to 
CiDw  the  prrTilmr;?  cf -^.^r,  i^o  Icis  th^a 
cf  Tri:^  in  ilie  c3Lar-f:cr  j*:  i^  Pnocc. 

Ix  difdiin  cf  ^L  Utt?,  he  had  nurried 
Mi':berre,  w:fi  .f  :h*  V.-unt  of  datte- 
Ie:2uJ.  TL1>  ^i-:!:c::u5  nirriagc  excite  J 
the  diiVIcif^rr  ::  :>.e  Ce:^,  infomucb,^ 
tba:  the  BLicr  j:  Toiil.ri  \tas  b^gioaiag 
one  dij,  ia  th:  pr:.,:.:cc  of  the  Count,. 
to  Tczd  over  hi.^i  th^  f.^-r:;  cf  excommuni- 
cation. \ViI!:r.:i  cr-v.5  h:>  fwordt  and 
:hreai:r.s  lo  kili  ;>,:  l^;;!-cr^  unlefs  he  will 

Oft*.,  w  wo»..«.  1>  •.  ^    .^  .   .  w         t>;i««i»  A    tiC       X   Adfti^i.^ 

fci.^nin^  l.;ir..Mf  ^l-rr/.c.\  Ji.^res  a  mo- 
ir.e::t'5  re.::f::.  n,  ^r..!  ir.ake^  u:*e  cf  il  t;> 
Laiih  :IiC  v:ereino:y  of  excommunication. 

ill  Ike 


^ 
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ofthis  cnterprizcj  but  the  poem   is  loff^r 
He  died  in  1122^ 


BERNARD  db  VENTADOUR. 

OERNARD  de  Ventadour  was  bora 
inthecaille  of  Ventadour  in  Limofio, 
towards  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  cen^ 
tury  :  his  father  was  a  doi&efticof  the  f^H 
mily»  who  had  the  care  of  the  bakehoufe: 
but  his  obfcure  birth  did  not  prevent  his 
ihining  in  Courts  ;  for  though  the  infe- 
rior clafles  of  men  were  at  this  time  in. no 
cftimation,  a  genius  for  poetry  fupplied 
the  want  of  nobility  in  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, while  every  other  literary  talent 
was  unrefpeded.    The  interefting  figure 
of  Bernard,  joined  to  an  amiable  tCmpcr, 
and  many  fallies  of  forward  wit,  engaged 
the  attention  of  Ebles,  the  fecond  Vif- 
count  of  Ventadour,  who  was  his  Lord* 

Care 
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Care  was  taken  of  his  education,  and  this 
care  was  attended  with  all  poflible  fuccefs. 
He  was  courteous  and  well  bred,  he  com- 
pofed  good  piece^and  fung  them  grace- 
-fully  J  a  gr'Cat  elogy  in  a  dark  age. 

The  chronicle  of  thcfe  times  reports, 
that  Ebles  was  firnamed  the  Singer  ;  that 
he  was  fdnd  of  gay  fonnets  even  in  his  old 
age  i  and  that  by  thofe  he  wrote  himfelf 
he  gained  the  favour  of  William  Dul;e  of 
Aquitaine  and  Poitou.  The  fame  chro- 
nicle alfo  relates  a  curious  anecdote  of 
Ebles  and  William,  which  paints  the 
charaders  of  thefe  great  Lords,  and  the 
'manner  in  which  they  lived  in  the  exten- 
five  territories  they  occupied.  Though 
this  narrative  is  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  life  of  Bernard,  I  will  give  it  a 
place  here,  becaufe  it  concerns  the  general 
hiftory  of  the  Troubadours,  and  the  cuf- 
toms  which  belonged  to  thefe  early  ages. 
The  fad  is  related  as  follows  ; 

B  3  «  One 
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One  day  Ebles  came  to  Poitiers,  and 
Entered  the  palace  when  the  Count  wai 
at  table ;    the  latter  ordered  his  fervants, 
with  all  difpatch,  to  make  ready  a  dinner 
for  his  gueft.    Great  was  the  preparation, 
and  it  was  neceflary  to  wait.    Ebles  grow^ 
ing   impatient   with  this    delay — Truly, 
faid   he,    a  Count   of   your  importance 
ought  not  to  be  obliged  to  fend  orders  to 
his  kitchen,   for  the  reception  of  a  little 
Vifcount   like  myfelf. — The  obfervatioa 
paflcd   unnoticed  ;   but  fome  days  after, 
the  Lord  of  Ventadour  being  J-eturned  to 
his  caftle,    the  •  Count    of  Poitou    came 
thither,  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  followed 
by  a  hundred  Knights. 

The  Vifcount  got  up  from  table,  fuf- 
pc£ling  that  William  meant  to  take  him 
by  furprize,  and  thus  revenge  himfelf 
for  the  freedom  he  had  been  guilty  of; 
for  they  lived  in  a  pleafant  familiarity 
with  each  other.  After  the  firft  greeting 
was  pafTedi  Eblcs,  with  ^  air  of  indif- 
ference, 
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ference,  commanded  his  fervants  to  bring 
in  water  to  waOi ;  immediately   the  table 
was  covered  with  diflies,  and  fo  great  was 
the  number,  as  Icarcely   to  be  paralleled 
^t  the  marriage  feaft  of  a  Prince.    It  hap- 
pened fortunately  to  be  the  market-day  at 
Ventadour,  and  the  fubjeds  of  the  Vif- 
<:ount  had  brought  in  all  ibrts   of  game 
and  wild-fowl  to  the  caftle.    Nor  was  this 
:all ;  towards  evening,  a  peafant,  unknown 
to  his  Lord,   came   into  the  court-yard, 
with  a  cart  drawn  by  oxen,  and  cried  out 
with  a  loud  voice.  Let  the   attendants  of 
the  Count  of  Poiiou  behold  in  what  man- 
ner they  give  white  bread  at  the  caftle  of 
Ventadour.     He  then   knocked   off  the 
hoops  of  a  large  barrel,   with  which  his 
cart  was  loaded,  and   there   rolled  out  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  loaves  as  white  as 
wax,  which  he  left  on  the  place  as  a  thing 
of  little  value.     The  Vifcount,  to  recom- 
penfe  a  man  who  had  ferved  him  fo  ufe- 
f ully^  gave  him  in  pofteffion  the  place  of 
Malmont,  where  he  lived,  and  honoured 
B  4  his 
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his  children  with  the  badge  of  Chi-* 
valry.  In  all  times  vanity  has  been  the 
great  fpring  of  human  affairs;  and  in 
this  age  the  Princes  and  great  Lords 
piqued  themfelves  on  a  profufion  which 
favoured  more  of  parade  than  hofpitality, 
and  their  fubjeAs  confidered  it  as  a  point 
of  honour  to  aid  them  herein  on  all  occa^ 
iions  of  public  and  private  feftivity. 

In  this  magnificent  houfe  of  the  Vif* 
count,  Bernard  was  educated,  and  his 
talents  rendered  him  dear  to  his  Lord. 
The  wife  of  Ebles,  who  was  beautiful 
and  witty,  foon  became  the  only  fubjedl 
of  his  verfe.  She  was  young  and  lively, 
and  a  dangerous  objed  for  Bernard,  who 
found  a  more  tender  fentiment  than  admi- 
ration taking  place  in  his  heart :  he  thus 
unfolds  the  progrefs  of  his  love  : 

**  I  CANNOT  hide  from  myfelf  the 
anxiety  of  my  foul,  but  by  feigned  mirth 
and  fong  I  can  at  lead  conceal  it  from 

others/* 
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mentations  ;  yet  he  exhorts  his  heart  to 
perfevere,  from  the  example  of  water, 
which,  falling  drop  by  drop  on  a  (lone, 
penetrates  into  it  at  laiL 

**  While  the  feafons  return  in  regular 
variety,  and  one  year  gives  place  to  an-r 
other,  I  continually  languifh  :  my  ftate  is 
ever  the  fame ;  I  feel  the  inquietudes  of 
love  alone,  yet  its  fufferings  are  dear  to 
me.  I  figh  without  ceafing,  and  am  never 
heard !  When  love  is  not  mutual,  what 
does  it  avail?  I  appear  gay,  but  anguifh 
deftroys  my  heart.  My  penitence  pre- 
cedes my  fin — I  will  fing  no  more — I  will 
depart  from  hence — No,  I  will  flay— My 
conftancy  will,  perhaps,  touch  the  dear 
objeft  from  whom,  in  vain,  I  attempt  to 
fly,"  At  laft,  being  one  day  fcated  by 
the  Vifcountel's,  under  the  Aade  of  a 
iarge  oak,  he  received  a  kifs,  which  he 
compared  to  the  lance  of  Achilles,  alone 
capable  of  curing  the  wound  it  had  made. 
It  was  in  the  midd)e  of  winter,  but  it  ap- 
peared 
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peared  to  him  the  delightful  month  of 
May,  when  the  fpring  fhines  forth  with 
all  its  frefhnefs  and  delight.  Bernard^ 
thus  encouraged,  became  lefs  difcreet,  and 
had  the  imprudence  to  name  the  Vif* 
countefs  in  one  of  his  pieces.  His  pai&on 
for  her  came  to  the  ear  of  Ebles,  who 
confined  his  wife,  and  turned  the  poet  out 
of  doors,  with  an  exprefs  command  never 
more  to  be  feen  in  any  of  his  territories. 
The  unhappy  Troubadour  had  only  one 
confolation,  that  he  left  his  heart  an  hoftage 
with  the  lady  of  his  love.  Such  a  poet  as 
Bernard  could  not  fail  of  an  afylum  in  an 
age  enthuQaftically  fond  of  gallant  poetry. 

He  found  one  in  the  Court  of  the 
Duchefe  of  Normandy  ;  this  was  Eleanor 
of  Guienne,  who,  after  her  divorce  from 
Lewis  the  Seventh  of  France,  was  married 
in  1 1 52  to  Henry  Duke  of  Normandy, 
afterwards  Henry  the  Second,  King  of 
England.  This  Princefs,  too  well  known 
by  her  gallantries,  received  Bernard  with 

great 


12       THE    HISTORY    OF 

great  rcfpciS.  He  paints  Eleanor,  ia 
one  of  his  fongs,  as  a  lady  of  whom  he  is 
unworthy ;  neverthelefs,  adds  he,  fhe  ap- 
proves my  writings,  and  fhe  can  read 
them.  To  read  was  not  a  common  ac- 
quifition,even  among  the  great,  in  this  age. 

Eleanor  foon  after  departed  for  Eng- 
land ;  and  the  poet,  touched  with  the  re^ 
colledlion  of  her,  writes  thus  to  his  friend  : 

**  Why  cannot  I  cut  the  air  like  the 
fwallow,  and  offer  my  heart  at  her  feet, 
to  whom  I  addrefs  my  verfe !  Every  morn- 
ing I  am  awakened  by  the  nightingale'; 
with  his  tender  fong  he  revives  the  image 
of  my  love ;  and  I  prefer  the  foothing 
thoughts  he  infpircs,  to  the  fweet  refrefli-^ 
ment  of  fleep." 

From  the  Court  of  Normandy  he  went 
to  that  of  Raimond,  Count  of  Tholoufe, 
firnamed  the  Good,  and  remained  there 
till  the   death   of    that  Prince  in   1194. 

This 


THE   TROUBADOURS.       13 

This  was  Raimond  the  Fifth,  the  cele« 
brated  protedor  of  the  Troubadours. 


One  piece  of  his  alone  is  hiftorical ;  in 
it  he  exhorts  the  Emperor,  Frederick  the 
Firft,  to  punifli  the  people  of  Milan  for 
^  their  revolt.  Frederick  aded  agreeable  to 
this  advice,  for  Milan  was  taken  and 
burnt  in  1163. 

In  one  of  his  pieces,  written  in  the 
form  of  a  dialogue,  Peyrols  alks  him  how 
he  can  refift  the  voice  of  the  nightingale 
inviting  him  to  fing  ? 

"I  WOULD  rather  deep,  he  replied ;  love 
is  a  folly  of  which  I  am  cured,  and  love 
alone  infpires  the  mufe.  Neither  Queen 
nor  Duchefs  can  now  tempt  me  to  love  ! 
I  wou^d  even  refufe  the  Countefs  of  Pro- 
vence, the  lady  of  Saluces,  and  her 
charming  fifter  Beatrice  of  Viennois."  He 
had  poffibly  at  this  time  formed  the  de- 
fign  of  retreating  from  the  world  ;  nor  is 

it 
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it  wonderful  that  a  life  fpent  In  gallant 
poetry,  and  in  a  Court,  ihould  have  this 
conclufion.  After  the  death  of  Raimond 
the  Fifth,  hie  patron,  he  retired  to  the 
Abbey  of  Dalon  in  Limoufin,  and  there 
ended  his  days. 

RICHARD  L  King  of  Englabid. 

TT  will  aAonifh  many  to  find  among 
the  Troubadours,  a  King,  whom  the 
hiilorians  fpeak  of  only  as  a  fierce  war- 
rior,  and  a  debauched  and  avaricious 
tyrant.  His  poetic  talents  were  concealed 
under  his  martial  enterprizes  and  his  ada 
of  oppreffioni  Charles  the  Ninth  of 
France,  though  he  wrote  fome  good  poems, 
is  not  known  as  a  poet ;  but  the  maflacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew  will  perpetuate  his 
name  with  infamy. 

RlCH^ 
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Rich ARD9  the  fon  and  fucceflfor  of  Hea-* 
ry  the  Second,  of  the  houfe  of  Anjou  and 
Plantag^enet,    bad  been  made  Count  of 
Poitou  in    1 174.      Here  the  proven9aI 
poetry  flourilhed,  and  he  had  time  to  tafle 
and  to  cultivate  its  beauties  :  a  liberal  and 
tnagni&cent  patron  of  t^e  TroubadoUrfi^ 
he  drew  many  of  them  to  his  Cornet,  and, 
in  amufing  himfelf  with  their  compofi- 
tiodfri  fae  learnt  to  imitate  them ;  but  hfe 
could  hardly  be  feid  to  be  in^ired  with 
love,  for  martial  rage  was  predominant 
in  his  Writings.     Two  of  his  pieces  are 
Veify  interefting,  as  Ihey  relate  to  hiftory 
and  to  his  private  mi^ortunes.    The  third 
Crufade  to  the  Holy  Land  was  a  fource 
of  multiplied  difb-eiTes  to   Richard.    He 
went  thither  in  the  year  ,1 191,  with  Phi- 
lip Auguftus*^  on  his  return,  the  following 
year,  after  manifefting^prodigies  of  bra- 
very, as  ufelefs  as  brilliant,  he  was  Ihip- 
wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Iftria;  from  hence 
he  purfued  his  route,  difguifed  like  a  pil- 
grim, through  the  dominions  of  Leopold^ 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Auftria ;  but  lie  was  difcovered 

and  taken    prifoner  by  that   Prince.    A 

quarrel  that  had  happened  between  them 

at  the  fiege  of  Acre,  had  rendered  them 

\      implacable  enemies  to  each  other.     Rich- 

,^      ard  had  ordered  the  colours,  which  Leo- 

> '      pold  had  fet  up  on  a  tower  which  he  had 

V  ^       taken,  to  be  pulled   down  and  trodden 

\^^  ^         under  foot.     The  Duke  feized  this  occa- 

t  .-V  fion  of  revenging  himfelf  for  the  infult 

\  ht  had  received.     Henry  the  Sixth»  Em-* 

peror  of  the  houfe  of  Suabia,   was  not 

X^  lefs  enraged  againft  Richard.      He  had 

made  an  alliance  with  Tancred,  who  had 

wrefted  the  crown  of  Sicily  from  Henry  ; 

and    he,    therefore,   defired  Leopold   to 

commit  this    illuflrious     prifoner  to  his 

cuftody.    He  treated  him  with  indignity, 

and  gave  him  his  liberty,  at  the  end  of 

eighteen  monthsj  only  on  condition  of 

paying  a  hundred    and    fifty    thoufand 

marks  of  filver,  the  third  of  which  (hould 

be  for  the  Duke  of  Auftria. 

Nothing 


V) 
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Nothing  could  be  more  Angular  than't 
the  manner  of  difcovering  the  fituation  of 
King  Richard,  and  which  Fauchet  relates 
from  an  ancient  chronicle. 

A  MINSTREL,  called  Blondel,  who  owed 
his  fortune    to  Richard,   animated   with 
tendernefs  towards  his  illuflrious  mafler, 
was  refolved  to  go  over  the  world  till  he 
had  difcovered  the  defliny  of  this  prince. 
He  had   already   traverfed   Europe,   and 
was  returning  through  Germany,  when- 
talkmg  one  day  at  Lintz,  in  Austria,  with  . 
the  inn-keeper,  in  order  to  make  this  dif- 
covery,  he  learnt  that  there  was  near  the 
city,  at  the  entrance  of  a  foreft,  a  ftrong 
and  ancient  caftle,  in  which  there  was  a 
prifoner  who  was  guarded  with  great  care. 
A  fecret  impulfe  perfuaded  Blondel  that 
this  prifoner  was  Richard;  he  went  inv- 
mediately  to  the  caftlc,  the  fight  of  which 
made  him  tremble :   he  got    acquainted 
with  a  peafant,  who  went  often  there  to 
carry  provifion ;  queflioned  and  x)ffered 
C  '      him 
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him  a  confiderable  Aim  to  declare  who  it 
was  that  was  fhut  up  there  ;  but  the  good 
man,  though  he  readily  told. all  he  knew, 
was  ignorant  both  6f  the  name  and  the 
quality  of  the  prifoner.  He  could  only 
inform  him,  that  he  was  watched  with 
the  moft  exad  attention,  and  was  fuflPered 
no  communication  with  any  one,  but  the 
keeper  of  the  caftle  and  his  fervants.  He 
added,  that  the  |)rifoner  had  no  other 
amufement  than  looking  over  the  country, 
through  a  fmall  grated  window,  which 
ferved  alfo  for  the  light  that  glimmered 
into  his  apartment. 

He  told  him  that  this  caftle  was  a  bor-  . 
rid  abode;  that  the  ftair-cafe  arid  the 
apartments  were  black  with  age ;  and  fo 
dark,  that  at  noon-day  it  was  neceffary 
to  have  lighted  flambeaux  to  find  thfe  way 
along  them.  Elondel  liftened  with  eager 
attention,  and  meditated  feveral  ways  of 
coming  at  the  prifoner,  but  all  in  viaih. 
At  laft,  when  he  found  that  from  the 

height 
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licight  and  tiarrovtrnefs  of  the  window  he 
could  not  get  a'  fight  of  his  dear  mafter, 
for  he  firraly  believed  it  wias  him,  he  be- 
thought himfelf  of  a  French  fong,  the 
latft  couplet  of  which  had  been  compofed 
by  Richard,  and  the  firft  by  himfelf; 
After  he  had  iiing,  with  a  loud  and  har- 
monious voice,  the  firft  part,  he  fuddcnly 
flopped,  and  heard  a  voice,  which  came 
from  thccaftle-wmdow,  continue  and  finilh 
the  fong.  Tranfported  with  joy,  he  was 
now  aflbred  it  was  the  Kirig  his  mafter, 
who  was  confined  in  this  difmal  caftlp. 
The  chronicle  adds,  that  one  of  the  keep  • 
er's  fervants  falling  fick,  he  hired  himfelf 
to  him,  and  thus' made  himfelf  known 
to  Richard  ;  and  informing  his  nobles, 
with  all  poffibie  expedition,  of  the  fitua- 
lion  of  their  monarch,  he  was  releafed 
from  his  confinement  on  paying  a  large 
ranfom. 

Whether   this  anecdote  be  true  or 

falfe,  it  is  curious  enough  to  be  included 

C  2  among 
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among  the  extraordinary  events  of  Ri- 
chard's life.  During  the  captivity  of  this 
monarch,  his  ambitious  rival,  Philip 
Auguftus,  employed  his  utmoft  fkill  to 
ruin  him  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  raifed  up 
againft  him  hisi  brother,  John  Lack-*land, 
v^rho  took  from  Richard  feveral  places  in 
Normandy,  though  the  poffeflions,  as  well 
as  the  perfons  of  the  Crufaders,  (hould 
have  been  held  inviolable.  At  the  fame 
time  the  vaflals  of  the  imprifoned  King 
fhewed  little  zeal  for  his  deliverance.  On 
the  view  of  his  calamities,  Richard  com- 
pofed  th^e  following  piece  in  prifoq. 

**  No  prifoner  can  fpeak  of  his  fate 
without  grief  of  foul.  If  he  would  charn^ 
away  his  trouble,  he  muft  compofe  a 
fong.  Small  is  the  benefit  he  receives 
'  though  he  may  have  many  friends  :  they 
may  well  blufli,  when  they  refie£k  they 
have  left  me  in  prifon  two  years,  through 
negledof  paying  ray  ranfom.  And  know, 
|ny  Barons  of  England,  Normandy,  GaC- 

qoigne. 
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coigne,  and  Poitou,  that  there  was  not 
the  loweft  and  mod  niiferable  of  my  com- 
panions in  adverfity,   whofe  deliverance  I 
would  not  have  purchafed.     I  mean  not 
by  this  to  reproach  them,  but  I  am  ftill 
a  prifonei:. — It  is  too  true,  the  dead  have 
neither  friends  nor  parents.;   like  fuch  I 
am  abandoned,  for  the  fake  of  a  little 
iilver  and  gold.   I  fuffer  from  my  misfor- 
tunes, but  I  grieve  ftill  more  for  the  hard 
hearts  of  my  fubjedis  !  what  a  reflefiioa 
will  it  be  on  them,  fhould  I  die  in  this 
long  captivity.  Well  may  I  be  troubled !  I 
know  that  the  King  my  Lord  ravages  my 
land,  notwithftanding  the  oath  we  took 
for   the    common    fafety  !     Chail    and 
Penfavin,  my  minftrels  and  my  friends  ! 
you  whom  I  have  loved,  and  whom  I  (hall 
ever  love !    by    your  fongs  inform   my 
enemies  they  will  obtain  fmall  glory  in 
attacking  me :  that  I  have  never  been  per- 
fidious   to    them ;    and  they   will   cover 
themfelves  witheverlafting  infamy,  if  they 
make  war  upon  me  while  I  am  in  prifon. 
C  3  Counte& 
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.Countefs  of  Soir,  Heaven  preferve  your 
fovereignty,  and  tliat  1  reclaim,  and  for 
which- 1  am  held  a  prifoner.** 

Richard  was  nofooner at  liberty thaa 
he  determined  to  revenge  himfelf  on  Phi- 
lip Auguftus,  for  the  ravages  the  lattec 
had  made  on  his  dominions.  He  took  up< 
arms  againfl:  him  in  1195;  little  iai\g^i« 
nary  e>wpeditions  fucceeded  one  another 
rapidly,  without  any  confi derate  events 
and  a  peace  was  foon  concluded,  for  want 
o(  refources>  on  both  fides.  The  Dau* 
phin  of  Auvergncj  and  the  iCount  Qui,. 
his  coufin,  were  very  uneafy  under  -the 
^  government  of  a  prince  io  ambitious  and 
cruel  as  Philip.  Some  conquefts-he  -had 
lately  made,  and  the  rich  town  of  Jffoire,. 
which  he  had  feiied,  prefaged  to  them 
many  future  calamities. 

Richard  renewing  the  war  agaiod 
Philip,  eafily  excited  their  refentment 
againft  him,  and  promifed,.  if  they  would 

declase 
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declare  themfclves  openly  on  his  fide,  to 
furnlOi  them  with  arms  and  horfes :  this 

^  brought  upon  them  a  terrible  vengeance  ; 
for  by.  the  peace  that  followed,  they  were 
deprived  of  all  fuccour  from  Richard. 
The  K^ng  of  France  immediately  fell  up<« 
Qn  Auvergne,  and  put  all  the  inhabitants 
jto  fire  and  fword :  too  weak  to  refift  him^ 

^thej  obtained  ^  truce  for  five  months* 
Gpunt  Gvii  went  to  England,  to  fummoa 
JEUchs^rd  to  the  performance  of  lus  pro- 
mise, but  he  received  only  proofs  of  dif- 
dain.  He  returned  in  defpair,  and  fub- 
^xnitted  wi^  (he  Dauphin  to  the  hardeft 
conditions. 

War  was  again  renewed  between  the 

two  Kings.     Philip  Auguftus  anticipated 

,the  purpofes  of  his  enemy,  by  carrying 

devaftation  into  his  lands.    Richard  pafTes 

the   Tea;    folicits  the  Dauphin  and   the 

.Count  to  renew  their  alliance  with  him ; 

but  not  being  able  to  engage  them,  taus 

writes. 

e  4  ««  Dauphin 
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"  Dauphin,  and  you  Count  Gui,  an- 
fwer  me  ?  What  is  become  of  the  martial 
ardour  which  (hone  forth  in  you,  when  we 
were  leagued  againft  the  common  enemy  ? 
You  gave  me  your  faith,  and  you  have 
kept  it  as  the  wolf  did  with  the  fox,  whom 
you  refemble  in  the  colour  of  your  harr, 
as  well  as  the  difpoHtion  of  your  hearts. 
You  have  failed  to  fuccour  me,  in  the  fear 
of  not  being  well  paid  for  your  fervices; 
for  you  know  there  is  no  money  at  Chi- 
non*.  You  feek  the  alliance  of  a  King,  rich, 
valiant,  and  faithful  to  his  word.  You 
fear  my  cowardice,  and  my  avarice ;  it  is 
this  which  carries  you  to  the  other  fide. 
Remember  the  adventure  of  Iflbire ;  are 
you  content  with  the  lofs  of  that  place  ? 
Will  you  raife  foldiers  to  revenge  that 
ufurpation  ?  However  you  adl:.  King  Ri- 
chard, his  ftandard  raifed,  will  prove  him- 
felf  a  brave  enemy.  I  have  feen  you  for- 
merly delight  in  magnificence;  but  now 

*  The  fubfidics  were  to  be  paid  at  Chinon,  ia 
Touraine ;    this  is  all  irony. 

the 


THE    TROUBADOURS,       25 

the  ambition  of  building  yourfelves  ftrong 
caftles,  has  caufed  you  to  abandon  gallan- 
try and  the  ladies ;  and  you  have  forfakea 
courts  and  tournaments.  Guard  your- 
felves  againft  the  French,  for  they  want 
probity  as  much  as  the  Lombards. 

"  Go,  my  fong,  to  Auvergne,  tell 
the  two  counts  from  me,  that  if  they 
will  remain  in  peace,  God  be  with  them ! 
Of  what^confequence  is  the  faithleflnels 
of  an  inferior  !  Ought  we  to  depend  on 
the  word  of  a  groom!  the  event  will 
prove  they  have  taken  the  wrong  fide.'* 

Such  pieces  as  thefe  will  be  always  in« 
terefling ;  rough  as  is  the  fimplicity  with 
which  they  are  marked,  they  paint  the 
manner  of  the  age  as  naturally  as  the 
converfatiops  of  Homer ;  and  of  an  age 
comparable  in  many  inftances  to  the  he- 
roic periods  of  Greece ;  and  the  poet  be- 
ing himfelf  the  ador  in  them,  gives  a 

particular 
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particular  value  to  thefe  xijiqavmjxeijkts  of 
afttft^uity. 

The  Dayphin  of  Auvergne  was  alfo  a 
Troubadour,  and  he  anfwers  R^iph^rd  with 
the  fame  iropy  in  the  followjing  piece. 

"  King:  Sipce  you  fing  of  ^e,  you 
Jh^ye^alfo  found  ypyr  jn.inftfel!  Ypu  i^i- 
fpireme  witbib  Qiuch  dread,  that  I  muft 
.  xieeds  pecfonp  all  you  pleafe  to  prefcr^be : 
bi;t  I  fprwjirn  you,  if  hereafter  you  ifuf- 
fer  your  own  provinces  to  be  invaded,  ,do 
not  CQme  and  ravage  mine.  I  am  not  a 
crowned  King ;  I  have  not  refources  fuf- 
ficient  t;p  defend  my  territories  againft  a 
Lord  fo  powerful  as  mine:  but  you, 
whom  the  perfidious  Tartar  dread  more 
than  a  lion  !  you,  King,  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, Count  of  Anjou !  how  come  you 
to  fufFer  them  to  detain  Gifors  ♦. 

*    Philip  Auguilus  had  fcized  this  ftrong  cafile 
in  Normaady, 

"  Was 
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"  W^Jt  E  I  to  pledge  my  f ftitjh  *o  you,  I 
pwn  J  ihpuld  commit  a  folly.  You  haye 
jgiven  to  my  coufia  Guy  ai^d  nvyfelf  /b 
jpany  horfes,  ^worth  a  thOii|irand  gold  pence^ 
fi>  many  e(\crlings  pf  a  grept  Wjcjiglu;'* ;  of^r 
ibldiei:^  iiy^£SiV  to  be ^it)hi^ to ypu a^loQg 
^  you  are  ^fo  lib^i;^]  to  t||M<n.  iif^u  l^i(e 
abandoned  me  fhamefully  I  tiiqi^gli  $0 
your  face  I  proved  my  valour.  You  ac- 
^Vfe^e  of  flr^nt^g  h!rjivfiqri;jmd,I  dcRlarc 
,)^^^lt  I  j^a  4liJl  vali^ot  iCpojigh  ,%9  .yrg^t 
ifefflyifc^rwyiWSWes,  hptw«ep.Piv4od 
Aj^buflon,  jfAio  are  either  )(|fi^  ^^p^f 
Jjcws— Brf»p  c^ft4  JtVMiQvrfi^  JLw^t  jm 
c^DQeJbefric^uded  aod  fer^T|E;d  ii^p^if  jyQu 
.^d  not  cliftngp?  yopr  cqndj^  L^hopV^ 
^ver  ha¥C  iiemaijc^ed  your  fyiijiifyl  iUf. 
JMafce  ^qrlelf  ,€*fy>  ipy  ^King,  rT^lio  i$ 
alfo  yours,  w.Ul  reftoxe  to  me  liToire ;  I 
Jiave  bis  letters  of  promife.  I  ajn,dq(ii;ov8 
.of  your  friexidfliip,  but  the  example  of 

'*    The  EnglHb  money  was  in  cftcrlings  as  that 
^Df  France  in    pounds,    Xrom    whence   came    the 
fhfafe  of  pounds  fieiling. 

the 
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the  Count  of  Angouleme  deters  me :  you 
have  fo  well  paid  the  honours  he  rendered 
you ;  you  have  been  fo  generous  toward 
him,  that  he  has  ever  fince  forbore  to 
trouble  you.  King,  you  (hall  behold  me 
a£t  like  a  brave  Knight :  the  love  of  a 
lady,  whofe  will  I  adore,  fliall  excite  my 
courage." 

Such  quarrels  as  thefe  were  common 
between  the  Kings  of  thefe  times  and 
their  Lords.  Their  bravados  againft  their 
fovereigns  were  not  at  all  furprifing,  but 
were  the  natural  confequence  of  the  feu- 
dal fyilem,  which  placed  them  on  a  level 
with  each  other ;  and  they  were  ftill  more 
excited  againft  a  foreign  Prince,  when 
they  had  for  their  fupport  and  their  Lord 
a  King  like  Philip  Auguftus.  Richard 
was  the  vidim  of  his  fiery  temper,  in  a 
particular  conteft  with  a  gentleman  of 
Limofin,  his  vafTal,  whom  he  would  ob- 
lige to  refign  to  him  a  treafure  found  in 
his  lands.     He  befieged  the  caftle  of  Cha- 

lus, 
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iu€,  in  1 1999  and  was  pierced  with  an  ar- 
rowj  of  which  he  died. 


PONS   DE   CAPI>UEIL. 

POns  de  Capdueil  was  a  rich 
Baron,  in  the  diocefe  of  Pui,  and 
united,  fays  the  hiftorian  of  his  life,  the 
advantages  of  figure,  valour,  and  eloquence^ 
the  manners  of  an  agreeable  and  gallant 
man,  and  a  genius  for  poetry  and  mufic. 

He  was  only  charged  with  too  great  oeco- 
npmy,  which  feems  a  very  unjuft  accufa* 
tion,  from  the  account  given  of  his  fplen* 
did  entertainments,  and  the  manner  of 
employing  his  wealth. 

The  great  Lords  made  a  magnificent 
appearance,  and  ruined  themfelves  by  their 
prodigality ;  and  Capdueil  wilhed  perhaps 

to 
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to  fliiife  Hk«  ofiiet<8,  without  involving 
h^mfelf  ia  their  diffict^es. 

He  therefore  regulated  his  domeftic 
charges  with  fuch  prudence,  as  enabled 
him  with  eafe  to  fupply  his  extraordinary 
expencei.  ft  is'  liot  fttf^Jtifing  he  iva 
blamed  for  this  wife  management,  in  an 
ag^  ^htfreft*  rfxcefs  itt  ever^  thrfjg  obtalp- 
e#  ette  a(^irittio«  of  (h^^  pubKo.- 

Tmi  TfttubjldoWr  p6ff<friaf  t1i€  tTO« 
rArthtxh  df  chivalry  j  atid  hi  rtndtffed  hh 
gaFH!ltrt<**faiitdirt,  withftWl!  ei<fc(idifig  thts 
bounds  of  modefty. 

AiAhAlif  tB<*  djttjgW<fr  6f  Bttnatd  d* 
AftAifei  a  L6M  t>{  ifrtat  diflidaion  in 
fionaetf  AtA  (h«?#ife  6f  Ndifil  d«!  Mer- 
coeur.  Baron  of  Auv^ergiiC)  Was  the  lady 
to  whom  he  devoted  his  fervices :  the  feafta 
ht  AtfdV  fof  hef  Vfitt  fo  mmy  grand 
%&m§,  (t^^itic/h  all  the  nobility  refottdA 

Tour. 
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Tournaments  rendered  thefe  alfefti- 
blVes  more  brilliant,  where  Azalais  and 
Capdueil  w^re  celebrated  in  mufic  and  ift 
fong :  the  Baron  of  Mercoeuf  himfcif  af- 
fifted  at  Aeft  gallant  fpfeaacfeSj  fo  tfedt 
tfiif  might  ht  juftly  fuppofed  not  0AI7  ir- 
reproachable! hot  honoorahl^. 

Such  romantic  love,  howfcvef,  htiitg 
fall  of  fantaftJt  idfeas,  iiitift  ev6r  fee  fiifr- 
jeft  to  whim  and  capricfe ;  thtid  it  hap^ 
pened  to  Capdueil.  After  having  long 
jteneffed  tie  good  graces  of  Aiafalfs,  ind 
coltivated  her  favour  by  many  fplendld 
feafts,  in  which  Ihe  toc^  grcalt  ddtgfat, 
hi  fufpeds  that  her  love  refults  ohIyArom 
the  diverfions  he  has  procured  her :  tdr^ 
ihented  by  this  fccret  jealoufy,  he  httbiAH 
unjuft,  and  infenfible  to  every  prddf  c^ 
Idhdnefs  frotn  Azalais,  and  he  thinks  of 
nothing  but  trying  a  heart,  y^hete  ht  d&^ 
fires  to  reign  with  all  the  ardour  of  a  pure 
difintereftcd  love. 

To 
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To  cfFcdl  thisi  he  retires  into  another 
part  of  Provence,  and  attaches  himfelf  to 
the  Vifcountefs  of  Marfeille,  the  wife  of 
iihcfe^r,^  -Rofcelin,  Vifcount  of  Marfeille.  He  flat- 
tcrcd  himfelf  that  the  Baronefs  of  Mer- 
coeury  inconfolable  for  this  change,  would 
cxprefs  her  grief,  if  he  was  really  belov- 
ed; and  then  he  ftiould  return  with  joy, 
and  renew  his  court  to  her :  and  that  if  it 
hs^ppened  otherwife,  it  was  a  certain  proof 
lie  was  not  the  object  of  her  love. 

When  the  Baronefs  knew  flie  had  a 
rival,  believing  herfelf  negleSed,  and  her 
Knight  difloyal,  fhe  refolved  to  forget  him, 
and  forbade  them  to  pronounce  his  name 
before  her ;  and,  if  by  accident  he  was 
mentioned,  a  difdainful  filence  evinced  the 
fentiments  of  her  heart.  At  lad,  to  di- 
vert her  chagrin,  fhe  gave  herfelf  up  to 
all  kinds  of  diverfions. 

Capdueil,  who  waited  in  vain  for  re- 
proaches from  Azalais,  fought  informa- 
tion 


% 
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•  tion  of  her  by  his  friends,  and  what  im- 

prefEon  his  retreat  had  made  on  her  mind. 
Their  anfwer  only  fharpened  his  grief. 
Impatient  to  repair  his  fauh,  he  returned, 
and  wrote  to  requeft  grace  of  the  Ba- 
ronefs. — No  anfwer, — ^^He  wrote  again, 
iwith  the  moft  humble  fubmiflion,  be-f 
feeching  he  might  vindicate  himfelf,  and 
refufing  no  punifliment  of  which  he  might 
be  judged  worthy.  No  anfwer  ftill.  He 
then  fends  a  fonnet,  as  a  pledge  ot  hii 
feelings. 

**  You  have  perceived  only  levity  and 
inconftancy  in  my  retreat,  while  it  pro^ 
ceeded  from  an  excefs  of  love.  I  wiihed 
to  prove  the  efFe<a  of  my  abfence  on  your 
Jbeart :  I  was  to  blame  to  make  fuch  a  tri^l 
of  yoyr  love  !  what  a  grief  was  it  to  me, 
you  expreffed  no  concern  at  my  caprice ; 
but  vou  are  as  far  tlifiant  from  freedom 
.  as  ever,  for  nothing  can  fepar^t^  me  from 
you." 
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To  this  fbnnet,  which  proved  little  ef- 
fcftual,  fucceeded  another,  expreffing  the 
fame  feelings,  but  which  was  equally  un- 
fuccefbfuU 

OiTR  miferable  Troubadour,  at  laft, 
employed  a  furer  method ;  he  applied  to 
three  ladies  of  diftindion,  by  whofe  me- 
diation and  intreatics  he  was  again  receiv- 
ed into  favour ;  and  he  vows  never  more 
to  wander  from  the  true  path  of  love. 

His  fidelity  was  not  put  to  the  proof, 
for  death  took  Azalais  from  him  ;  and  in 
au  elegy  on  her  he  fays,  that  the  angels 
of  Paradife  are  employed  in  fmglng  her 
praife.  Grief  penetrates  his  foul !  his 
hopes  are  all  vanifhed  !  he  will  fmg  no 
more— he  renounces  love  for  ever. 

Depkived  of  the  objcft  of  his  afFcc- 
tion,  and  plunged  in  the  decpcft  diftrefs> 
Capducil  turns  monk,  and  devotes  himfehf 
10  the  cultivation  of  thofe  pious  fenti- 

mcatSj 
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mcnts,  which  can  alone  fill  up  the  void 
the  paffions  leave  in  the  foul. 

The  misfortunes  attendant  upon  lovCf 
have  often  infpired  a  tafte  for  the  cloifter  j 
but  a  Knight  in  this  age  could  fignalize 
his  devotion  without  quitting  the  world ; 
for  it  was  the  age  of  the  crufades.  Not 
content  with  taking  the  crofs,  this  Trou- 
badour became  a  zealous  preacher  in  favour 
of  the  holy  war ;  and  two  of  his  pieces 
have  this  for  their  objefl: :  in  one  of  them 
he  iays,  that  the  Vicar  of  St.  Peter  ♦  has 
fent  abfolution  by  his  Cardinals  and  Le- 
gates, in  virtue  of  the  power  which  he 
has  received^  to  remit  the  iins  of  the 
whole  world. 

He  therefore  urges  the  Chriftians  to 
obey  the  exhortations  to  the  crufade,  and 
to  go  and  punifh  the  outrages  of  the 
Turks,  againft  the  Holy  Land. 

♦  Why  he  calls  the  Pope  vicar,  inftead  of  the 
iucccflbr  of  St.  Peter,   is  doubtful. 

Da  He 
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He  affurcs  them,  that  on  taking  the- 
crofs,  the  crimes  of  finners  fhall  be  wa(h^ 
ed  away,  without  being  obliged  to  em- 
brace the  monaftic  date.     He  promi&s 
Paradife  to  thofe  who  go  i  but  the  pains 
of  hell  to  thofe  who  ftay  behind :  he  ex- 
cepts only  the  fick  and  aged^  and  ^hejT 
are  to  give  money  to  the  crufaders,   to 
run  about  Afia,  fword  in  hand;  to  turn 
priefts,  or  pay  them  well.  This  aloi\e^  *o 
cording  to  Capdueilv  will  gain    heaven,, 
or  fave  from  hdl.     Into  what  an  abyfs  of 
error  may  the  mind  of  tnaA  be  driven^  by 
a  weak  blind  credulity ! 

In  fine,  this  Troubadour  exhorts  the 
Kings  of  France  and  England  to  make 
peace  with  each  other  ;  adding,  that 
tvhichever  of  them  fcts  th^  example  firft,. 
he  (hall  be  mod  honoured,  and  receive  a 
heavenly  crown.. 

The  wars  of  Pbifip  Auguftqs,  and  of 
Henry,  were  a  fcandal  to  all  Europe  5  fo^ 

all 
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all  its  powers  were  united  in  the  holy 
war.  Thefetwo  Kings  facrificed  their  ani- 
ihofities  in  j  188,  to  take  the  crofs  toge- 
ther.; fo  much  influence  had  the  public 
opinion  in  this  caufe,  even  on  crowned 
heads. 

Pons  de  Capdueil  accompanied  his 
exhortations  with  his  example,  for  he  died 
in  the  third  crufade. 

ARNAUD    DE    MARVEIL. 

A  Rnaud  de  Mar  VBIL  was  born  in  the 

caftle  of  that    name,    in  Perigord. 

His  parent^  being  in  a  low  condition)  and 

unable  to  provide  for  him,  he  fought  to 

make  his  fortune  by  his  talents. 

At  firft  he  embraced  the  profeffion  of 

a  clerk,  or  notary ;  but  he  foon  perceived, 

that  with  a  good  figure,  .and  .a  tafte  for 

poetry,  he  might  fuflain  a  diara£ker  more 

D  3  advan- 
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advantageous  and  agreeable.  Difgufted 
with  his  prefent  employment,  he  there- 
fore determined  to  uflier  himfelf  into  the 
world  as  a  Troubadour,  the  only  way  of 
being  diftinguiflied  among  the  great. 

Ambition,  and  a  view  of  intereft, 
might  perhaps  unite  with  his  genius,  and 
fpur  him  on  to  this  determination* 

The  great  Lords  of  thefe  times  lived 
like  Princes,  and  their  caftles  were  fo 
many  courts  of  luxurious  and  fplendid  en- 
tertainments. 

Adelaide,  Countefs  of  Beziers,  above 
all  others,  attraded  the  homage  of  our 
poet.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Raimond 
the  Fifth,  Count  of  Thouloufe,  and  the 
wife  of  Roger  the  Second,  furnaaied  Ta,il- 
lifer,  Vifcoupt  of  Beziers. 

According  to  the  cuftom  of  this  age^ 
women  retained  the  title  of  the  houfe  they 

de» 


THE    TROUBADOURS.       39 

defcended  from,  when  that  of  their  hufbands 
was  of  an  inferior  rank  (and  it  is  llill  (o 
in  England  and  Germany) ;  from  whence 
the  wife  of  this  Vifcount  had  the  title  of 
Countefs. 

To  be  wdl  received  by  Princefles,  to 
celebrate  them  at  firft  from  gratitude,  and 
then  from  paflion,  feems  to  have  been  the 
<ieftiny  of  a  great  number  of  Trouba- 
dours, and  was  the  cfFe<a:  of  that  charm 
which  the  Provenfal  mufe  iufpired.  Thus 
it  happened  to  Arnaud ;  and  his  pieces 
chiefly  contain  the  hiftory  of  his  love,  as 
the  following  lines  are  a  proof. 

'*  I  FORESAW  not  that  I  fhould  fo  dear- 
ly pay  for  the  pleafur^  I  have  obtained,  in 
the  view  of  fo  much  grace  and  beauty. 
Of  that  proverb  I  am  a  fatal  proof,  He 
that  would  be  warmed,  fhall  burn.  1  love 
without  daring  to  confefs  my  paflion.— I 
jDchold  my felf  condemned  to  fly  her,  whom 
I  adore;  for  fhould  my  eyes  betray  the 
D  4  fecrct, 
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fecret,  my  temerity  would  appear  to  her 
unpardonable.  But  my  heart  is  a  faith- 
ful mirrour,  in  which  I  ever  behold  and 
contemplate  her  charms ;  and  in  every 
thing  around  me  is  this  beloved  objeft 
painted.  1  he  frefhnefs  of  the  air,  the 
enamel  of  the  tbeadows,  the  brightnefs 
of  the  flowers  each  reminds  me  of  fome 
beauty  (he  poffefles,  and  invite  me  to 
fing  her  praife. 

"  Thanks  to  the  exaggeration  of 
others ;  I  can  extol  her  as  fhe  deferves, 
without  publifliing  the  objeft  of  my  love. 
I  can  aver  (he  is  the  moft  beautiful  lady  in 
the  univerfe." 

But  though  the  poet  difguifed  his 
own  name,  and  fpoke  of  the  Countefs  al- 
legorically,  he  wiQied  to  be  underftood; 
and  he  perceived  Adelaide  was  flattered 
by  his  verfe  j  he  therefore  compofed  an- 
other piece,  the  objeft  of  which  was  appa- 
rent. 

Adelaide, 
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Adelaide,  fo  far  from  being  difpleaf* 
ed,  honoured  him  with  a  magnificent  ha- 
bit * ;  and  fhe  confented  to  be  the  heroirie 
of  his  fong.  There  was  a  great  refem- 
blance  between  the  Knights  and  the 
Troubadours.  Each  devoted  themfelves 
to  the  glory  of  their  ladies  j  the  latter  as 
poets,  the  former  as  heroes.  At  firft  their 
addrefles  were  innocent ;  but  the  praife 
that  fucceeded,  often  arofe  to  profanation ; 
and  the  event  fometimes  proved  diflio- 
nourable. 

The  mind,  too  prone  to  recede  from 
that  virtue  which  is  its  only  (lability,  needs 
not  the  impulfe  of  vanity  and  unlawful 
paffion,  to  undermine  its  facred  influence. 
We  learn  this  important  truth  from  the 
behaviour  of  Arnaud  j  being  allowed  a 
more  intimate  approach  to  Adelaide,  his 
palBon  increafes,  and  though  he  cannot 

*  Cloaths,  money,  borfes,  and  arms,  were  the 
ufual  gifts  of  the  great,  proportioned  to  their  rank, 
and  the  merit  of  tbofe  they  wiihed  to  oblige. 

captivate 
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captivate  her  heart,  he  nourilhes  a  vain 
and  fruitlefs  hope,  from  the  favour  with 
which  flic  treats  him.  Thefe  fond  and 
unworthy  imaginations  were  fucceeded  by 
the  bitter  torments  they  merited;  and, 
after  comparing  the  G)untefs  to  the  maker 
of  allj  he  writes  thus  of  her. 

*'  Lions  have  been  moved  to  pity  : 
but  flie  IB  ruthlefs." 

The  King  of  Caftile,  Alphonfo  the 
fourth,  was  Jikewife  an  admirer  of  Ade- 
laide, and  he  confidered  Arnaud  as  a  dan- 
gerous rival.  To  pleafe  this  monarch, 
the  Countefs  difmiflcd  the  Troubadour; 
and,  to  foften  his  chagrin,  forbade  him 
to  love  her  more.  Withdrawing  himfelf 
to  the  Lord  of  Montpelier,  he  preferves 
his  tendernefs  for  Adelaide,  and  thus  ex- 
prefles  its  bitter  e(Fe(fts  on  his  heart. 

"  Say  not,  ye  interpreters  of  the  mind, 
that  the  foul  is  only  touched  by  the  in- 

tervention 
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tervention  of  the  eyes.  I  no  longer  be- 
hold the  objeft  of  my  love,  yet  am  I 
more  affeded  than  ever  with  contemplat- 
ing her  charms !  They  may  banifii  me 
from  her  prefence,  but  they  can  never 
banifh  her  from  my  heart.  Bleft  abodes^ 
where  (he  inhabits  !  when  (hall  I  be  per« 
mitted  to  view  you  again  ! 

^*  Shall  I  never  more  behold  a  mor- 
tal who  has  rejoiced  in  her  prefence.  A 
ihepherd  from  her  caftle  would  be  receiv- 
ed by  me  with  the  acclamations  of  a 
prince.  Why  can  I  not  be  immured  in  a 
defert,  and  meet  her  there?  then  would 
that  defert  be  to  me  a  Paradifel" 

The  tendernefs  of  the  lover  was  tranf- 
formed,  by  degrees,  into  gloom  and  feve* 
rity.  He  accufes  thofe  who  were  her  pro- 
tedorst  of  becoming  his  enemies;  and, 
inftead  of  foftening  his  misfortunes,  of 
abandoning  him  to  the  rigour  of  his  cruel 
&tc. 

«•  There 
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*«  There  is  nothing  left  ia  the  wofl4 
worth  living  for,''  fays  he.  *'  Neither 
lovers  nor  friends  do  I  poffefs !  This  is 
the  true  hiftory  of  the  human  mind, 
when  it  wanders  from  reafon^  it  is  loft 
both  to  itfelf  and  others !  Happ7»  if  in 
this  extremity  its  indifcretions  condud  to 
wifdom;  and,  if  often  having  been  tb^ 
fport  of  the  paffions,  experience  refleds 
the  light  of  virtue." 

The  laft  piece  of  Arnaud  proves  this 
was  the  calm  and  happy  flate  of  mind  he 
obtained  in  his  latter  years  i  and  in  it  he 
philofophizes  juftly  on  the  charadter  and 
condu£t  of  men. 

He  advifes  men  of  underftanding  to 
communicate  their  knowlege  liberally; 
he  exhorts  to  the  fear  of  God ;  and  to  that 
juft  diftindion  of  the  moral  charaders  of 
men,  that  will  lead  to  a  juft  behaviour  to« 
wards  them ;  will  teach  the  proper  feafons 

for 
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for  every  adion^  and  the  equitable  appli- 
cation of  cenfure  and  of  praife. 


He  obfervest  "  That  principles  of  ho-^ 
Hour  do  not  always  defcend  from  parents 
to  children ;   and  that  the  higheft  rank,, 
joined  with  the  flioft  ample  fortune,  can-i 
not  reflect  honour  on  that  man,  .who  wants 
the  native  excellencies  of  the  heart.    Pru- 
dence, goodnefs,  and  generofity  (thefe  are 
his  fmgular  expreffions),  are  the  keys  of 
fame;    riches,    authority,    power,     and 
ftringth,  are  its  locks ;  reafon  is  the  keep-^ 
cr  of  thefe  keys,  and  knowlege  the  por- 
ter that  exhibits  the  glory  of  merit. 

^*  This  merit  is  of  many  kinds,  and 
various  degrees  j  and  is  diflFerently  diftri- 
buted  to  the  feveral  characters  in  human 
nature. 

"  The  merit  of  a  Knight  is  to  perform 
Tiis  exercifes  with  fkill,  to  conduct  an 
army  with  judgment,  to  charge  with  coi*- 

rage, 
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xage,  to  be  well  armed,  to  mount  a  horfc 
with  agility,  to  prefcat  himfdf  with  grace 
in  courts,  and  to  render  himfelf  agreeable 
in  company.  Rarely  are  all  thefe  quali- 
ties united ;  thofe  who  poffefs  them  in  the 
greateft  perfedion  are  the  moft  eftimable: 
yet  he  who  wants  them  all,  often  ufurps 
the  title  of  Knight. 

♦'  Beauty,  modefty,  the  talent  of 
charming  in  converfation,  a  graceful  air 
and  polite  manner,  thefe  are  the  portion 
of  the  ladies*  Beauty  is  a  great  advan- 
tage; but  it  becomes  an  evil  if  unaccom- 
panied with  wifdom.  . 

*'  Even  commoners  may  obtain  confi- 
deration  by  probity,  by  an  obliging  de- 
portment, by  gaiety,  franknefs,  and  na- 
tive politenefs.  If  they  have  an  agreeable 
figure,  if  they  can  converfe  with  eafe, 
they  may  pleafe  in  courts,  and  be  admit- 
ted to  feftivals.  Among  clerks,  fome  have 
knowlcge,  eloquence,  and  good  manners; 

others. 
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others,  integrity  and  judgment :  thus,  in 
each  condition,  men  may  come  into  no* 
tice  by  their  merit/' 

The  poet  concludes  thefe  moral  obfer- 
vations  with  an  invedtive  againft  the  great 
of  that  age,  who,  by  the  abufe  of  therr 
privileges,  rendered  themfelves  worthy  of 
contempt. 

"  Ordained  to  keep  the  world  in  awe, 
to  give  examples  of  clemency,  juftice,  and 
generofity,  their  corruption,"  fays  he,  '*  is 
fuch,  that  all  their  dependents  are  doomed 
to  fervitude  and  oppreffion." 

It  is  not  known  when  Arnaud  died. 
The  Countefs  of  Beziers  died  about  the 
year  1201  ;  in  the  laft  pieces  of  Arnaud 
her  death  is  not  mentioned,  fo  that  it  is 
probable  the  poet  died  before  her. 


GEOFFROI 
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GEOFFROI     RUDEL, 

GEoFFRoi  RuDEL  was  Princc  of 
Blaye^  &  town  near  Bourdeaux.  . 
A  paffion  the  moft  fingularly  romantic  difr 
tinguiflied  this  Troubadour,  What  the 
Proven9al  hiAorian  relates  of  him,  will  no 
doubt  appear  incredible ;  but  the  ages  of 
chivalry  have  produced  adventures  no  lefs 
tru€  than  improbable. 

Tripoli,  in  Paleftine,  had  been  taken 
by  the  Chriftians  in  the  year  1109,  and 
fireded  into  an  .Earldom,  fdr  Bertrand  of 
Touloufe»  the  ion  of  Count  Raimond- 
GlUes. 

This,  city  was  ft  ill  in  the  poffeffion  of 
the   Chriftians,  when   the  fame  of  the 
Countefs  of >  Tripoli  warmed  the  imagina- 
tion 
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tion  of  GeoflFroi  Rudel.  From  the  repre- 
fentation  given  of  her  beauty,  and  her 
'virtue,  by  the  pilgrims  who  came  from 
thence,  he  felt  himfelf  tranfported  with 
the  moft  ardent  defire  of  beholding  her ;. 
he  took  the  crofs,  and  embarked. 

From  the  following  fonnet,  love  feems 
to  have  bore  an  equal  fliare  with  curiofity^ 
in  exciting  him  to  this  voyage, 

"  I  ADORE  an  objedl  whom  I  have  ne- 
ver feen ;  to  whom  I  cannot  exprefs  my 
own  feelings,  or  folicit  the  explanation  of 
her's.  Yet  I  am  convinced,  that  among 
?ill  the  Saracen,  Jewifli,  and  Chrlftian 
teauties,  none  can  be  compared  with  her. 
Every  night  I  retire  to  reft,  my  foul  is  por* 
feffed  with  her  image,  and  in  enchanting 
dreams  fhe  appears  before  me.  The 
light,  alas!  diflipates  the  illuiion;  and 
the  moment  I  awake,  fhe  vanifhes  away* 
1  then  refle<a,  fhe  inhabits  a  foreign  land, 
and  how  immenfe  the  fpace  that  feparates 
E  her 
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her  from  my  fight.  I  will  pierce  through 
this  fpacc !  My  voyage  cannot  be  unfof  • 
tUttate,  for  love  Ihall  be  my  guide.  The. 
beauty  I  adore  ihall  behold  me,  for  her 
fake,  clad  in  a  woollen  habit,  and  with  a 
pilgrim's  ftaff. 

•«  Alt,  if  for  the  love  of  God  flic 
ihould  grant  me  an  afylum  iti  her  palace,  f 
No. — It  will  be  fufficient  for  my  felicity 
to  be  prifoner  among  the  Saracens.  I  fhall 
then  be  near  the  happy  dwelling  (he  in- 
habits !  Oh,  my  God,  tranfport  me  thi- 
ther !  Grant  me  only  the  fight  of  this  be- 
loved obje£l:.-^It  is  refolved.  I  depart. 
Miiy  heaven  at  lead  fpare  my  life,  to  con- 
vince her  what  the  love  1  feel  for  her  has 
eaufed  me  to  undertake. 

4 

*^  On  my  arrival,  my  fong  fliall  in- 
form her  of  my  paffion  ;  and,  by  the  voice 
of  an  interpreter,  my-  verfe  fhall  be  fung 
before  her.  Such  tcndemefs  cannot,  fure- 
Jy,  fall  to  touch  her  heart.    Should  fhfc 

provq 
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prove  ruthlefs^  my  god-father  muft  have 
beftovved  on  me  an  eyil  fate." 


This  obfervation,  with  which  GeofFroi 
concludes  his  fonnct,  alludes  to  the  gifts 
beftowed  on  infants  by  the  fairies,  and 
fhews  the  antiquity  of  this  opinion,  which 
has  been  tranfmitled  by  the  ancient  wri- 
ters of  romances. 

PossESSEp  with  this  ardour  of  foul, 
our  Troubadour  failed  for  PalcHine  j  but 
juft  as  they  were  going  to  debark  at  Tri- 
poli, he  fell  down,  to  all  appearance  dead, 
and  was  laid  in  the  firft  houfe  they  came 
to,  by  the  companions  of  his  voyage. 
They  immediately  ran  to  inform  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  an  event,  fo  calculated  to  excite  ** 

her  compaflion. 

The  affedion  of  Geo  Jroi,   the  motive 

and  the  circumftances  of  his  voyage,  and 

his  cruel  deftiny,  juil  as  he  touched  the 

port,  penetrated  a  foul  fo  full  of  fenfibi- 

E  2  lity. 


^- 
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lity,  and  who,  unknown  to  herfelf,  had 
lighted  up,  at  fucji  a  dirtance,  fo  ardent 
and  wonderful  a  flame. 

She  came  out  immediately  to  behold 
this  vidim  of  love.  Geofifroi  yet  breath- 
ed. She  embraces  him  !  He  fixes  his  eyes 
on  her,  and  then  lifting  them  up  to  hea- 
ven, with  joy,  expires  in  her  arms. 

The  Countefs  had  him  magnificently 
buried  among  the  Knights-Templars,  at 
Tripoli  ;  and  the  fame  day,  whether 
from  grief,  or  piety,  (he  devoted  herfelf 
to  the  cloifler. 

Though  this  piece  has  the  air  of  a 
romance,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  it  is 
founded  on  fad. 

An  ancient  Proven9al  record,  the  au- 
thor unknown,  fays  exprefsly:  «  The 
Vifcount  GeofFroi  Rudel,  in  paffing  the 
^eas  to  vifit  his  lady,  voluntarily  died  for 

her 
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her  fake/*     And  this  is  confirmed  by  a 
pafTage  in  Petrarch* 

"  By  the  jaid  of  fails  and  oars,  Geof- 
froi  Rudel  obtained  the  death  he  defired/* 

The  monk  of  the  Golden  Ifles  had  feea 
a  dialogue  on  this  queftion,  Which  con* 
tributed  the  moft  powerfully  to  infpire 
love,  fentiment,  or  fight,  the  heart  or 
the  eyes  ?  The  author,  who  decided  in 
favour  of  fentiment,  cited  the  example  of 
Geoffroi  Rudel,  with  that  of  Andrew  of 
France.  Thefe  are  teftimonies  which 
fcem  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  relation. 

One  of  the  gallant  pieces  of  this  Trou- 
badour, in  which  he  thus  beautifully  ex* 
preffes  himfelf,  remains  only  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

•'  All  nature  fets  me  an  example  of 
elegance  and  of  love.   The  trees,  when  re- 
newing their  leaves,  and  their  fruits,  in- 
E  3  vite 
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vite  me  to  adorn  myfelf  itt  my  gay*ft  aj^ 
parel.  When  I  behoM  the  nightingale 
careffing  his  faithful  mate,  who '  returns 
his  tendernefs  in  every  look,  ttid  who  fo^ 
delightfully  warble  their  joys  in  unifon  ; 
I  feel  my  foul  penetrated  with  delight ;, 
I  feel  my  heart  melt  with  their  tentJet  love. 
Happy  birds  !  yon  are  ever  at  liberty  to- 
exprefs  what  you  feel  y  while  I  languid) 
in  filence.  The  flvepherds  amuft  them- 
felves  with  their  pipes,  and  children  with 
their  little  tabors.  I  alone  rejorcfe  notj 
for  diftant  is  the  objed  of  my  love;  Day 
and  night  a  thoiifand  tender  thho^gltts 
tranfport  me  to  the  bleft  manfion  !  Whenv 
whifper  I,  my  foul's  delight !  v;hen  (hall 
I  meet  thee  the're.^ 

Notwithstanding  the  tendernefs  of 
thefe  pieces,  GeofiVoi  elcaped  not  the 
cenfure  of  the  monk  cf  Montmajour, 
who  fpeaks  of  him  as  an  unpolifhed  man, 
and  an  enemy  of  the  fair  fex  ;  but  the  in- 
jufticc  of  this  charge  is  clearly  ffiewn^ 

both* 
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both  in  his  life  and  death  ;  and  they  pre- 
lent  a  flriking  leflba  to  mankind,  as  bi9 
death  was  probably  occafioned  by  the  vio« 
lent  agitation  of  his  mind ;  for  fuch  is  thd 
nice  contexture  of  the  human  frame, 
that  intemperance  of  thought  is  often  %fi 
fttal  tp  its  welfare,  as  intemperance  of 
body.  And  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wi(bcd# 
ihat  the  guilt  <dt  felf^murd«r>  by  the  nou^ 
rilbing  apy  fecret  paffion,  where  doubt 
and  fear  alternately  diftradl  the  foul,  had 
never  been,  «nd  was  not  (till  lamentably 
verified,  in  charaders  mor^  known,  an4 
more  enlightened  th^n  that  of  Ceoffrpi 
Rudel. 


E  4  GAVAU- 


w 
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GAVAUDAN    the    ELDER. 

GAvAUDAN  flourifhed  at  the  end  of 
the  twelfth  century,  and  his  pieces 
contain  fome  curious  remarks.  He  la- 
ments, in  bitter  terms,  the  lofs  of  Jeru- 
falem,  which  Saladin  had  conquered  in 
1 1 87.  The  manner  in  which  he  exhorts 
the  Chriftians  to  make  war  againft  the 
infidels,  is  remarkable  for  its  fimplicity  of 
ilyle,  and  no  lefs  for  the  Fudcnefs  pccit- 
liar  to  the  age. 

*'  Lord  !  it  is  becaufe  of  our  fins  the 
power  of  the  Saracens  increafe.  Saladin 
has  taken  Jerufalem,  and  is  ftill  in  poflef- 
fion  of  it.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs, 
the  Kine  of  Morocco  has  declared,  that 
he  will  aflemble  all  his  infidels,  to  fight 
the  Chriftian  Kings ;  he  has  ordered  all 
'his  Moors,  Arabians,  and  Andiilufians,  to 

arm 
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arm  againft  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift.  As 
thick^  and  as  fwift  as  rain  will  they  join 
in  this  caufe ;  thofe  carcafes,  which  are 
the  proper  food  of  kites,  deftroy  the  ver- 
dure, and  leave  neither  root  nor  bud  ia 
the  fields. 

«*  Thc  followers  of  the  King  of  Mo- 
rocco are  fo  puffed  up  with  pride,  that 
they  infult  us  with  the  (harpeft  raillery, 
and  look  upon  themfelves  to  be  maflers  of 
the  whole  world. 

"  Hear^  O  Emperor,  and  you  King 
of  France^  his  coufm,  and  you  King  of 
England,  Count  of  Poitou  J  hear  all,  and 
delay  not  your  fuccour  to  the  King  of 
Spain ;  for  he  is  ardent  in  the  caufe  of 
God :  and  in  union  with  him  you  will 
fubdue  all  thefe  Mahometan  dogs.  Let  us 
ndt  hefitate  to  leave  our  heritage  and  coun- 
try, and  go  againft  thefe  renegade  dogs, 
that  we  may  not  incur  damnation. 

"  The 
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'*  The  Portnguefc,  Galiciaas,  CafU<^ 
Haas,  the  people  of  Hsivzrxe,  and  the  At^ 
fagoQiaofi,  wheatbey  (ha}l  bchoM,  ^mited 
vrkh  yout  tbe  EoglUh,  the  Frciich,  the 
Cero^an  JBaroa3«  the  people  of  Gaxxibreiis, 
of  Angevins,  of  Beam,  of  Gafconjr^  JRro^ 
vence,  arid  Bretagne,  will  all  fide  with 
UB :  atid  r^  aiTaredj  with  fiieh  a  power, 
.wc  fliaU  cut  to  pieces  theie  nuferablc 
wretches.  Then  it  will  be  Teen  that  Ga^- 
vaudan  was  a  tr\»  prophet.  Hi#  predic- 
tions fhall  be  fulfilled;  thefe  dogs  ihall 
all  be  mafiacred  !  and  on  thofe  altars, 
{>olluted  by  the  worship  of  Mahometi 
God  ihall  he  bx^Aoured  aad  glorified.'^ 

Such  jpropbecies  were  ^common ;  axid 
£aUib  as  they  proved,  it  did  not  leflen  the 
confidence  of  eoi^ufiaftsi  aad  the  credu- 
lity of  the  people^ 

Th£  Y  treated  the  Muflulmen  like  dogs ; 
and  we  are  now  treated  in  the  fanie  man- 
ner by  them.     The  glory  of  the  great 

Saladin 


THE  TROUBADOURS.      59 

Saladin  had  no  weight  inhere  fuperftition 
reigned ;  and  it  is  the  fane  in  all  age* 
Khere  ignorance  and  enthuiiafm  prevail. 

G AYAUDAN  was  fuiTOunded  with  thtle 
prqudices ;  but  in  another  piece  he  wrote^ 
in  favour  of  that  dark  and  obfcure  ftyle^ 
then  fo  mnch  in  nfe,  and  which  he  aflerts 
is  the  moft  effedual  means  of  trying  the 
underftanding  of  men,  he  makes  the  fol-- 
lowing  admirable  remark. 

^*  Let  none  blame  me/*  fays  he,  *'  for 
preferring  a  myfterious  ftyle ;  let  none 
ridicule  on  this  account,  till  they  are  ca- 
pable of  fep&rating  the  flour  from  the 
chaff;  for  the  ibol  makes  hafte  to  con- 
demn, and  the  ignorant  only  pretends  to 
know  all  things,  and  mufes  in  the  won- 
ders which  are  too  mighty  for  his  pene« 
tration/' 

In  another  piece  he  inveighs  againft 
women,  and  4ays :  \*  It  is^aficr  to  guard 

againft 
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againft  the  waves  of  the  fea,  againft 
flames  of  fire,  and  even  againft  murderers 
themfelves,  than  to  be  proof  againft  the 
artifices  of  that  fex.*'  Their  inclination  to 
libertinifm  is  the  objedl  of  his  fatire,  and 
his  ftyle  on  this  occafion  is  very  far  from 
being  myfterious,  or  refer ved.  But  his 
lamentation  on  the  death  of  his  miftrefs^ 
expreffes  a  very  different  turn  of  mind. 

**  Insensible  to  all  joy,  dead  to  every 
impreflion  but  that  of  defpair^  I  ihall 
languifti  out  the  remainder  of  my  fad 
days,  like  a  turtle  which  hath  loft  its  tendef 
mate !" 

In  one  of  his  paftorals  he  fpeaks  of  a 
fliepherdefs,  who  beftowed  on  him  the 
tendereft  marks  of  affedion ;  and  that  he 
iiad  been  loft  to  himfelf  in  her  abfence. 

"  I  WELL  knew  your  feelings;"  re- 
plied the  ihepherdefs,  **  for  1  have  been 
every  night  a  ftranger  to  repofe;  and 

what 
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what  have  they  gained,  who  were  the 
caufe  of  our  reparation  ?  they  are  not  the 
happier  I  They  were  cruel  to  part  us  ! 
but  we  enjoy  every  thing ;  we  poffefs  the 
exquifite  delight  of  re-union  !'*  Gavaudan 
bleffes  Love,  for  having  releafed  them  from 
their  cruel  tyrants,!,  and  placed  them  agaia 
in  his  empire. 

The  time  of  this  poefs  death  is  not 
known. 


PETER    ROGIERS. 

PEter  Rogiers  was  a  gentleman  of 
Auvergne;  his  parents  had  edu- 
cated him  for  the  church :  and  he  was 
made  canon  of  Clermont,  But  his  dif- 
pofition  was  toward  the  world,  and  its 
pleafures ;  and  though  he  was  in  high 
efteem  for  his  learning,  he  preferred  thefe  o^/.. 
pleafures  to  a  life  of  ftudy  and  retirement. 

He, 
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HE)  therefore,  forfook  bU  caooafhip, 
and  became  a  Troubadour.  Ermengardet 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  Aimeri,  the  fecond 
Vifcount  of  Narbonne,  who  was  killed 
in  I  i34f  at  the  battle  of  Fraga,  in  Spain, 
againft  the  Saracens,  was  the  beirefs  of 
her  father,  and  governed  his  dominions 
with  as  much  glory  as  wifdom.  Befides. 
the  wit  and  the  charms  of  an  amiable 
woman,  fhe  had  the  talents  of  a  politician, 
and  the  valour  of  a  Knight.  Her  merit 
drew  around  her  a  crowd  of  admirers  j 
and  the  poets,  whom  (he  honoured  with 
her  favour,  were  not  the  lead  ardent  iu 
their  homage  towards  her. 

It  was  at  the  court  of  this  renowned 
Vifcountefs  our  poet  fixed  his  refidence ; 
and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  was 
treated  merited  all  his  acknowlegement. 

Attached  to  Ermengardc,'  at  firfl: 
by  her  benevolence,  fhe  foon  became  the 
objedi  of  his  love,  as  well  as  of  bis  verfc. 

The 
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The  ttioft  rude  atkl  unpolKhed  mind, 
fays  he,  would  acquire  grace,  if  they  had 
the  happinefs  to  conyerfe  with  this  amiable 
lady. 

In  the  pcrfon  of  love,  he  exhorts  him- 
felf  to  become  worthy  of  her,  by  the  cul-' 
tivation  of  every  noble  difpofition.  He 
fears  fo  much  fuperiority  in  rank,  and  ia 
merit,  will  not  deign  to  receive  his  ad-* 
dreflfes  J  •'  But  hope  is  my  fupport*" 

'*  Senseless  lovers  ;"  adds  he,  *'  too 
much  ardour  towards  your  friends,  tor- 
ments and  renders  you  miferable.  Hence 
the  quarrels  you  raife,  and  the  jealoufies 
you  nouriih ;  thefe  render  you  infupport- 
able,  thefe  are  unworthy  of  love.  Thofe 
who  love  truly,  will  difdain  all  unfriend- 
ly fufpicions,  and  will  fliew  their  tender- 
nefs  by  a  firm  reliance  on  their  friends/* 

These  delicate  fentiments  touched  the  ] 
Vifcowitefe,  and  fix?  refufed  not  the  de-  j 

votion 
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Totion  of  oar  Troubadour.  But  how  was 
it  poflible  to  efcape  the  malicious  com- 
ments of  her  courtiers.  She  could  not 
efcape  them.  Envy,  jealoufy,  the  mofl; 
unkind  reports  refounded  every  where, 
and  the  reputation  of  Ermengarde  was 
wounded. 

Nice  of  honour,  and  pure  of  heart, 
ihe  thought  it  incumbent  on  her  to  banifli 
the  Troubadout,  on  whom  flie  had  fliower- 
cd  down  her  grace  and  favour.  A  reverfe 
of  fortune  thefe  gallant  poets  were  ob- 
liged often  to  experience.  Rombaud, 
Lord  of  Orange,  who  was  himfelf  a  Trou- 
badour, received  the  unfortunate  Rogiers, 
whofe  chagrin  was  proportioned  to  his 
lofs ;  and  he  thus  exprelTes  his  grief, 

•*  I  WOULD  rather  be  the  loweft  flave 
in  the  houfe  of  Ermengarde,  than  reign 
over  the  whole  world.*' 

Rambaud^ 


THfe  TROUtiADOURS.    6$ 

Rambaud,  wKo  received  our  Trouba- 
dour, was  beloved  by  the  Countefs  of  Die, 
the  wife  of  Witliarii  of  Poitiers.  She  was 
a  woman  of  genius,  but  little  reputation ; 
and  her  foanets  befpokc  much  levity  of 
charatSer.  In  one  of  them  the  celebrates 
the  merit  of  Rambaud ;  a  merit  be  pof- 
feflfed  not ;  for  be  was  as  linfaifhful  to  the 
Countefs,  as  he  had  been  to  many  o^'ers^ 
a^d  ^articuhfly  to  Azela'is,  who  was  the 
firft  woma^ti  atoong  tlie  Proven9al  poets, 
and  defcended  from  a  AObld  faAiily  o^ 
Montpellter.  Being  reprodched  by  his 
miftrefdt  bicaufe  he  parta'kes  hot  with  her 
tht  pains  and  inc^tiietudes  of  love,  Ttii* 
anfwers  her  with  a  (Jrtid  wittkilttl. 

•^  I  WOULD  free  ybu  from  any  ihare  of 
thefe  fufFerings,  by  bearing  all  the  weight 
of  them  myfelf." 

After  a  refidence  for  fome  time  at 

the   court  of   Orange,  our   Troubadour 

pafled  fucccffively  to  that  of  Alphonfo  II. 

F  King 
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King  of  Arragon,  and  Raimond  V. 
Count  of  Touloufe.  He  received  the  moft 
generous  treatment  at  the  latter ;  but  no- 
thing could  efface  the  tender  melancholj^ 
vrhich  the  recoIIeAion  of  Ermengarde 
imprefled  on  his  fouL  The  worlds  into 
which  he  had  entered  with  fo  much  eager- 
nefsy  had  no  longer  any  charms  in  his 
fight ;  and  as  he  had  formerly  quitted  his 
^  convent  in  purfuit  of  happinefsi  he  now 
retreated  from  the  world,  to  obtain  that 
peace  he  was  deprived  of,  by  his  unhappy 
attachment  to  Ermengarde.  Devoured 
with  defpalr,  and  often  refufing  to  take 
fuftenancei  he  died,  not  long  after  this^ 
in  the  monaftcry  of  Grammont. 

Petrarch  fpeaks  of  him  in  hi&  Tri- 
umph of  Love- 


FOLQUET 
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^FOLQJJET  DE  MARSEILLES, 
BUhop  of  Toulouse, 

FOlquet  was  the  fon  of  a  Gcnoefe 
merchant,  named  Alphonfo^  who 
was  fettled  at  Marfeilles^  and  when  he 
died,  left  Folquet  the  heir  of  a  rich  eftate, 
at  an  age  when  riches  moil  powerfully 
excite  to  pleafure  and  prodigality. 

Folquet  had  a  lively  imagination ; 
he  had  no  tafle  for  commerce ;  and  opu- 
lence in  this  age  gave  no  diflindion  to 
perfons  of  obfcure  birth*  He  preferred 
fervice  with  the  great,  and  the  fituation 
of  a  Troubadour,  to  that  quiet  and  inde- 
pendent life,  which  his  fortune  beftowed 
on  him.  By  thefe  means  he  gained  free 
accefs  to  many  great  Lords. 

F  2  Richard 
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Richard  I.  King  of  England,  AU 
phonfo  II.  King  of  Arragon,  Raunond  V* 
Count  of  Touloufc,  granted  him  marka 
of  their  efteem ;  but  he  attached  himfelf 
particularly  to  Barral,  Vifcount  of  Mar- 
feilles,  whofe  court  was  a  theatre  of  gal^ 
lantry. 

The  wife  of  the  Vifboimt  had  too 
much  grace,  and  wit,  to  fail  of  enchant* 
ing  Folquet.  He  celebrated  her  under 
borrowed  names ;  for  the  Arid  virtue  of 
the  Vifcountefo  impofed  filence  on  any  ex- 
pre£8  declaration  of  his  paifion» 

One  of  hJs  pieces,  on  this  fubjedl,  h 
m  too  fingukr  a  ftyle  to  be  pafled  over  ; 
but,  to  underftand  it,  we  muft  obferve,  that 
love  and  mercy  were  fupplicated  as  divi- 
nities by  the  Ti oubadours,. 

**  Love,  thou  haft  done  me  wrong,  to 
come  and  lodge  ia  my  heart,  without' 

bringing 
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bringing  Mercy  to  relieve  me  !   without 
the  aid  of  Mercy,  Love  is  only  a  torment. 

**  L0VS5  thou  wouldft  ruin  all  the 
^orld  !  But  would  it  not  be  more  honouf  • 
able  for  thee  to  be  overcome  by  Mercy  ! 
by  fuflFering  this  conqueft,  wouldft  thou 
lofe  any  glory  ? 

*'  Ah,  how  bleft  were  I,  if  Mercy 
would  bend  that  firm  and  lofty  branch, 
to  which  I  am  for  ever  bound.  The 
higheft  among  the  great,  the  worthicft 
among  the  good,  can  eafily  accord  thefe 
divinities :  that  fhe  unites  things  more 
-oppofite,  the  clear  white  and  the  beauti* 
ful  carnation  in  her  face,  are  a  full  proofs 
I  wifli  only  to  declare  my  feelings ;  but 
this  wottid  be  an  unpardonable  temerity. 
How  can  qiy  heart  contain  fa  vaft  a  love  I 
It  is  like  a  great  tower  refleded  from^  a 
iinall  mirrour." 
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FoLQU£T|  fo  far  from  keeping  his  pa£^ 
fion  within  due  bounds,  meditates  the  fo 
du£tion  of  the  Countefs ;  and^  to  accom- 
pli(h  it,  pays  the  mod  zealous  court  to 
her  two  fifters,  Laura  de  Saint- Julien, 
and  Mobile  de  Pontevez ;  women  of 
diftinguiflied  beauty,  and  ftill  more  dif- 
tinguiftied  merit.  He  hoped,  by  this  ar- 
tifice, not  only  to  fucceed  in  his  defigns 
on  Azalais,  but  to  induce  her  to  receive 
his  love,  under  the  veil  of  myftery. 

The  fenfibility  and  delicacy  of  Azalais 
was  fo  wounded,  by  the  difcovery  of  , 
Folquet's  bafenefs,  that,  to  whatever  mo- 
tive it  was  owing,  in  the  height  of  her 
indignation,  (he  accufed  him  of  criminal 
views  on  the  Lady  Saint- Julien  j  of  this 
ihe  brought  feveral  witneffes,  overwhelm- 
ed him  with  reproaches,  and  had  him  im* 
mediately  expelled  from  her  court. 

In  defpair,  at  fo  terrible  a  difgrace, 
Folquet  fwore  he  would  never  more  com- 

pofe 
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pofe  verfes.  Marfeilles  became  infupport- 
able  to  him^  and  he  fought  an  afylum 
at  the  court  of  William  VIII.  Lord  of 
Montpellier,  who  had  married  Eudoxia, 
the  daughter  of  Manuel,  Emperor  of 
Conftantinople. 

According  to  the  cuftom  of  that  age, 
flie  bore  the  title  of  Emprefs,  which  (he 
inherited  from  her  birth. 

Generous  and  amiable^  fhe  received 
the  Troubadour  with  kindnefs,  interefted 
herfelf,  in  a  lively  manner,  in  his  cha- 
grin, and  re- animated  his  mufe.  The 
oath  of  a  poet  would  be  ill  kept,  with 
fuch  encouragement  to  break  it, 

'*  The  order  I  have  received  from  the 
Emprefs,  to  renew  my  fong,  is  too  much 
for  my  glory ;  I  can  make  no  refiftance." 

In  the  piece  he  compofed,  he  inveighs 

againft  the  malice  of  his  cenfurers,  and 

F  4  fays : 
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fay?  :  *^  The  grief  of  being  rpqoupced, 
and  denied  p^r(}Qa  by  AzalaiSi  will  dif*- 
trefs  my  foul  to  the  day  pf  piy  dpath.'* 
A  fpirit  fo  turbulent  as  Fqlquct's,  could 
not  be  at  red,  and  he*  employed  it  in  e:^-- 
citing  the  Chriftians  to  make  VTV  ^g^^ 
the  Infidels. 

The  battle  of  Alarcos,  gained,  in  1 194, 
by  the  Miramolin  of  Africa,  again(l  Al- 
phonfo,  King  of  Caftile,  fpread  an  uni- 
yerf^l  terror  in  Spain,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing territories.  Twenty  thoufand  Cafti- 
lians  perifhed  in  this  bjittle,  their  ^Kingj 
fled  to  Toledoi,  and  feveral  cities  were 
taken  and  plvipdered.. 

New  attacks  were  dreaded  ;  the  army 
of  the  Miramolin,  augmented  by  preach- 
ing up  an  Infidel  crufade,  in  oppofitioa 
to  that  of  the  Chriflians ;  and  this  waa 
very  natural,  as  the  wars  of  the  Muflul- 
xnea  paffed  always  for  religious  wars. 
i(llphonfo,  on  his  part,  implored  the  af<- 

fiflance 
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fiftapw  Pf  the  Pppe^  th?  Kings  of  Fwacc 
an4  ^qglandt  »Qd  the  other  Catholic; 
powers;  ^n^  Fol^uet,  to  iwjlore  their 
?P4l,  thus  giddrefles  them. 

«  There  is  no  pretext  for  your  delay  j 
God  myft  be  f??ved.  The  lof^  of  the 
Chri(lians  muft  be  revenged.  The  Kiog 
of  Arr^Qdj  who  invites  the  ^d  of  others^ 
(jannpt  refufe  his  owo  pnooea ;  thisistha 
price  you  muft  all  pay,  if  you  would 
purchafe  the  crown  of  glory!  King  of 
C^itilei  lend  no  ear  to  the  falfe  reports  of 
your  enemies ;  neither  be  difcouraged  ^ 
your  Dtiisfortuaes  ;  Gpd  teaches  yoU|  by 
them^  to  put  your  truf|  in  bim  ftlofie*^ 

These  fentimeats  accorded  with  tb* 
change  iq  Fplquet's  cfbawftpr.  Having; 
loft  mpft  of  hi&  patrousi,  by  deaXb»  ia  a 
(hort  fp^ce  of  timcj^  be  was  feized  with  ^ 
deep  melancboly>  and  gave  himfelf  up  to. 
devotion.;  and,  as  a  laft  piece,  be  pubU.(;l|K 
confeftes  his  enormous  fms^  and  implores 

the 
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titie  mercy  of  God,  in  the  humbleft  pro- 
flratioQ  before  hinif  his  hands  clafped  to-- 
gether,  and  tears  dreaming  from  his  eyes  t 
his  iighs,  his  defiresi  were  now  only  for 
a  cloiften 

Hb  engaged  his  wife,  (of  whom  no 
mention  was  made  before),  to  take  the 
veil.  He  took  the  monadic  vow  at  Ci- 
teaux,  about  the  year  1 200 ;  and  his  two 
fons  followed  his  example. 

If  this  converted  Troubadour  had  end- 
ed his  life  as  an  obfcure  and  peaceful 
monk,  his  hiftory,  confidering  the  age  he 
lived  in«  might  judly  have  been  conclud* 
ed  with  celebrating  his  virtue ;  but,  un- 
fortunately for  the  world,  he  appeared  in 
it  again,  to  play  the  part  of  a  fanatic; 
a  part  much  more  dreadful  and  danger* 
ous,  than  that  of  a  gallant  and  libertine 
poet,  above  all,  when  it  holds  its  power 
from  the  intrigue  and.  authority  of  courts. 

Two 
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Two  years  after  his  transformation  y 
Folquet  became  Abbe  of  Torronet^  in  the 
diocefe  of  Toulon;  and^  in  1205  ^  the 
chapter  of  Touloufe  eledled  him,  in  the 
place  of  William  Rabaftens,  bifhop  of 
that  city,  who  was  depofed  by  the  legates 
of  Pope  Innocent  III. 

This  was  the  period  when  the  moft 
cruel  ftorms  were  gathering  againft  thofe 
unfortunate  people,  ftigmatifed  by  diflfer- 
ent  names,  but  principally  that  of  the 
Albigenfesj  who  rofe  up  againil  the  riches 
and  the  power  of  the  clergy,  and  were  ex- 
pofed  to  their  keeneft  hatred,  becaufe  they 
juftly  reproached  them  with  the  falfehood 
of  their  dodrines,  and  the  irregularity  of 
their  lives. 

These  people  multiplied  every  day  iik 
Languedoc ;  and  our  new  prelate  found  a 
caufe,  on  which  to  exert  his  furious  and 
ungovernable  temper. 

Thess 
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These  wars,  ^^ith  the  Albigenfes,  are 
an  efTential  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
Troubadours;  ^a  many  of  their  pieces  are 
inve&ives  on  the  cruelties  exercifed  againft 
them ;  and  to  determine  the  truth  of  thefe 
inve£tiveS|  their  hiftory  muft  be  known. 

Innocent  III.  fo  celebrated  for  his 
cnterprifesj  had  iiTued  orders  to  reclaim 
the  fecular  power^  in  order  to  punifli  thofe 
who  (hould  refufe  to  fubmit  themfelves  to 
the  church  i  and>  if  the  great  Lords  re- 
fufed  to  fupport  him  with  their  aid»  they 
V^ere  to  be  excommunicated. 

R.MM0NO  the  {ixth>  Count  of  Ton- 
loufci  did  not  relifh  this  Arange  method 
of  converfion;  and  thought  it  by  no 
means  incumbent  on  him  to  deftroy  his 
fubjeds^  becaufethey  had  fallen  into  an 
error.  On  his  refufal  to  do  this,  Peter 
Caftelneauy  a  kgate  monk,  excommuni* 
cates  him  without  any  ceremony,  A 
threatening  letter,  from  the  Pope,  gives 

him 
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him  new  loquietude ;  intimidated  by  thefc 
meafures,  he  promifes  to  do  all  they  de« 
fire,  and  receives  abfolution.    But  the  le« 
gate,  not  finding  fufiicient  rigour  in  hia 
condud  againft  theheretics,  becomes  more 
incenied  againft  him  than  ever.    After 
having  accufed  him^  to  his  face,  of  cow* 
ardice^  of  peijury,  and  even  of  tyrannyy 
he  thunders  out  againfl  him  the  moft  ter- 
rible anathemas.     All  the  ofFers,  all  the 
{Hromiies  of  Raimond»  are  rejeded  with 
arrogance.    Enraged  at  laft  with  this  treat- 
ment^  he  threatens  the'  audacious  monk 
with  death :    appaled  at  the  threat^  he 
.vrithdraws  from  court.    Two  unknown 
perfons  attack  him  as  he  is  pafling  the 
Rhone^  and  one  of  them  kiRs  him  with 
his  fpear. 

GouKT  Raimond  was  fufpeded  of  this  . 
murder.     Innocent  publi(Ked  %  crxtkde 
againft  the  heretics,  which  had  in  view? 
the  dedrudion  of  thie  prince^  rather  fhan 
the  extirpation  ef  hereff  •    The  erofa  had 

never 
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never  before  been  taken  to  exterminate 
Chriftians.  This  firft  example  of  it  was 
followed  by  the  moft  dreadful  c(>nfc* 
quences. 

,  FoLQUET  fignalized  his  violent  zeal  at 
Touloufe;  and,  in  confequence  of  thiSf 
he  was  fcnt  by  the  new  legates  to  the 
Pope,  as  an  agent  the  moft  worthy  to  be 
employed  in  this  crufade.  Raimond,  on 
l^is  part^  fent  his  minifler^  charged  with 
his  fubmiffions.  The  Pope  promifed  to 
abfolve  him  when  he  had  proved  his  in- 
nocence ;  but  demanded,  as  a  furety,  that 
lie  ihould  give  up  feven  of  his  largeft 
<;a(Ues  to  the  Romifh  church,  which  was 
in  cffed  laying,  he  muft  deliver  himfelf 
up  to  his  enemies. 

The  weaknefs  of  this  prince,  in  ac- 
cepting fuch  conditions,  is  truly  aftoniih- 
ing ;  but  the  condud  of  the  biihop  of 
Touloufe  is  ftill  more  fo,  who,  though 
his  fubjefl,  excited  againft  him  the  fufpi- 

cion 
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cion  and  the  hatred  of  the  Pontiff^  and 
urged  him»  by  inftrudions  to  his  legates^ 
to  make  ufe  of  the  moft  odious  perfidy 
againft  Raimond.  ^^  With  refped  to  the 
County"  fays  he,  ^^  I  advife  you  to  em« 
ploy  deceit.  You  may  begin  by  making 
war  on  the  other  heretics,  as  if  you  feared^ 
when  united,  they  would  be  more  difficult 
to  conquer;  and  then  you  may  attack  the. 
Count,  when  he  is  alone,  and  unable  to 
receive  fuccour.  We  advife  you,  with  the 
apoftle,  to  employ  deceit." 

FoLQjJET  ought,  at  lead:,  to  have  blu(h« 
ed  for  fo  unworthily  profaning  the  name 
of  the  apoftle. 

The  crufaders  advanced,  and  the  orders 
of  Rome  were  going  to  be  executed. 
Raimond,  with  all  fpeed,  delivered  up 
the  feven  caftles  to  the  legate  Milon. 

A  COUNCIL  was  to  judge  him  at  Saint 
Gilles  :  he  prefented  himfelf  in  his  ihirtr 

at 
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at  fbe  poreh  of  the  ehtirch,  saA  took  kit 
the  oaths  (hey  repaired  of  hiih.  He  yffkS 
led  ifitd  the  chufch  by  the  legate,  tfrho 
wlupped  him  ^th  rods ;  dter  which  he 
received  aAtfohitioti. 

03tWit,  sHef  thU»  to  tike  the  crofs, 
add  %ltt  $gi^nA  h»  OWii  fttf>je£{s,  he  v^s 
aStHhtffukifiget  Biziet$,  rtt  ii6^,  tvhere 
the  bhahitaffCis  wive  mafiacred,  without 
fpwiftg  eveb  (be  Citfholks.  <*  KH(  (hem 
all;"  faid  a  legaKe  tadoky  of  CiBteiti*, 
**  God  knows  thofe  who  are  his." 

It  wte  not  f6Acv6M  to  gratify  the 
court  of  Rome,  its  fanatic  partrfans,  and- 
the  famous  general  of  the  crufade,  Simon, 
Cou»fr  of  Montfbrt^  to  overwhelm  Rai- 
ittMid  wktv  fhame  and  grief;  they  we^e 
beat  oadepiiviiig.  him*  of  his  teAitories  > 
and,  to-  tIkSk  this,-  laid  evl^ry  day  Jbmo 
new  crime  to  his  charge,  and  commanded 
him  tO'deii^cnir  all:tbi$Toalo\irian«  ^ho 
met*  luffJeaed  of  hettfy.    Raimortd-fe- 

fufcd 
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fufed  to  comply,  and  protefted  he  wou^d 
go  to  the  Pope,  and  make  complaint  of 
thefJhorrible  injuries. 

The  legates,  on  this,  laid  his  city  under 
an  interdidl,  and  went  to  the  Pope  to 
make  their  accufations  againft  him.  Rai- 
mond  went  to  Rome,  where  a  folemn  ab- 
folution  reftored,  to  appearance,  his  tran- 
quillity. Neverthelefs,  on  his  return  to  his 
dominions,  offering  to  juftify  himfelf,  at 
a  new  council  at  Saint  Gilles,  either  from 
the  crime  of  herefy,  or  from  the  murder 
of  Peter. Caftelneau,  lifs  juftification  was 
not  only  rejeded,  but  he  was  again  ex- 
communicated by  the  legates. 

There  was  little  doubt  but  that  it  was 
by  the  order  of  the  Pope,  as  he  alTured 
to  the  Count  of  Montfort  the  property  he 
had  invaded  of  this  unfortunate  prince. 
Folquet  completed  his  mifery,  by  raifing 
a  particular  crufade  againft  the  heretics  in 
Toulbufc,  to  whom  he  granted  extraor- 
G  diuary 
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dinary  indulgences.  The  party  which 
was  ftrongeft,  and  who  poflefled  the  chief 
part  of  the  city,  was  called  the  White 
Brotherhood ;  and  the  burghers,  who  op- 
pofed  them,  the  Black  Brotherhood ;  be- 
tween thefe  parties  there  were  continual 
and  bloody  engagements.  The  bifliop, 
having  ordered  the  white  brotherhood  to 
march  to  the  fiege  of  Lavour,  where  the 
fury  of  the  crufaders  was  now  fignalized, 
the  Count  forbade  them;  they  defpifed 
his  prohibition,  and  obeyed  the  commands 
of  the  bifhop. 

Soon  after  this,  Folquet  found  himfelf 
perplexed,  in  what  manner  to  conduft  his 
ordination,  becaufe  the  legates  had  laid 
every  place  under  an  interdidl,  which  be- 
longed to  the  excommunicated  prince. 
He,  therefore,  defired  Raimond  to  leave 
the  city  on  fuch  a  day,  for  the  benefit  of 
air  and  exercife.  Raimond  confidered  this 
requeft  as  an  infult,  and  fent  orders  to 

Folquet,. 
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Folquet,  immediately  to  leave  his  domi* 
nioDS. 


"  I  WAS  not  made  a  biftiop  by  the 
Count ;"  faid  Folquet.  "  I  will  not  go : 
I  am  elefted  according  to  ecclefiaftical  law, 
and  not  by  violcncej  or  his  power.  I  will 
not,  therefore,  go  at  his  bidding.  Let 
him  come  and  oblige  me,  if  he  dare.  I 
am  ready  to  die,  that  I  may  obtain  glory 
by  the  blood  of  the  holy  paffion.  Let 
bim  come,  the  tyrant !  accompanied  with* 
all  his  fatellites,  he  will  find  me  unarmed, 
and  alone. 

*'  I  WAIT  my  recompenfe  from  heaven ; 
and  I  fear  nought  that  man  can  do  unto 
me.*^ 

Could  there  be  a  more  terrible  enemy 
to  princes  than  fanaticifm,  difguifed  un- 
der this  fervour  of  devotion,  and  this 
feeming  paffion  for  martyrdom.  Thus 
was  that  religion  rendered  odious,  which 
G  2  thefc 
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thefe  ambitious  zealots  affeded  moft  zea- 
loufly  to  defend, 

FoLQUET  braved  the  Count  for  three 
weeks,  in  his  capital,  and  then  went  from 
Touloufc  of  his  own  accord  ;  but  it  was 
only  with  the  view  of  exciting,  every 
where,  againiT:  him  the  fpirit  of  revolt 
and  of  treachery.  He  joined  the  army 
of  Montfort,  who  laid  fiege  to  Touloufe, 
and  declared  to  the  Touloufians,  that  they 
bcfieged  them  for  no  other  reafon  but  for 
acknowleging  Raimond  as  their  prince, 
and  permitting  him  to  remain  among 
them ;  and  that  they  Ihould  receive  no  in- 
jury, if  they  would  expel  the  Count  and 
his  partifans,  and  receive,  for  their  lord, 
whomfoever  the  church  fhould  i^^^point  : 
but  that,  if  they  would  not  comply  ulth 
thefe  tcrnis,  they  fiiould  be  treated  as  he- 
retics,  and  abettors  of  herefy. 

The  Touloufians  refuf.ng  to  deliver  up 
their  prince,  Folquet  fent  orders  to  all  the 

cede- 
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ccclefiaftics  to  go  out  of  the  city  immedi- 
ately. They  came  out  in  proceffion,  bare- 
footed, bringing  away  with  them  the  holy 
facrament. 

The  fidelity  of  the  Touloufians,  and 
their  admirable  affedion  to  their  prince, 
was  not  a  fufficient  defence  againft  the 
cruel  power  that  aflaulted  them.  In  1 2  f  5, 
Folquet,  deputed  by  the  legate,  took  pof- 
feffion,  in  the  name  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  of  the  city  and  the  caftle,  which 
was  the  palace  of  Raimond.  The  city 
and  the  caftle  were  delivered  up  to  him, 
and  Raimond,  his  fons,  and  their  wives, 
were  conflrained  to  withdraw  to  a  private 
houfe. 

Triumphing  in  the  fuccefs  of  thefe 
outrages,  Folquet  went  to  Rome  the  fame 
year,  and  took  with  him  Saint  Dominic, 
whofe  order  was  juft  fet  on  foot,  at  Tou- 
Joufe.  He  prefented  him  to  the  Pope, 
G  3  and 
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and  earneftly  foUicIled  the  confirmation  of 
an  order,  fo  formidable  to  the  innovators, 

Raimond,  with  his  fons,  and  the 
Counts  of  Foix  and  Cominge,  appearing 
in  the  Lateran  council,  Folquet  oppofed  a 
Cardinal  who  fpoke  in  their  favour,  and 
gave  this  reafon  for  oppofing  him  :  *'  The 
Count  of  Foix  cannot  deny,  that  his  pro- 
vince is  filled  with  heretics ;  for,  after  the 
caftle  of  Montfegues  was  taken,  they 
burnt  all  the  inhabitants/*  Among  the 
prelates  in  this  council,  there  were  fome 
who  would  have  had  the  difpoflefled 
princes  re-eftablifhed  in  their  dominions  ; 
but  Folquet  and  the  reft  threatened  them 
with  joining  all  their  forces  with  the 
ufurper,  Simon  Montfort,  if  they  pre- 
fumed  to  deprive  him  of  the  conquefts  he 
had  made.  The  council,  at  laft,  decidied, 
that  the  conquefts  of  the  crufaders  ftiould 
be  held  by  that  General ;  and  the  reft  of 
Raimond's  dominions  fliould  be  fequefter- 

ed  for  his  font 

Fana- 


THE    TROUBADOURS.       87 

Fanaticism  had  no  more  regard  for 
juftice,  than  for  religion;  and  this  will 
more  flagrantly  appear  in  the  finifhing 
ftroke  of  Folquet's  execrable  charader. 

Mont  FORT  had  been   expelled  from 
Beaucaire.      Sufpeding  the   Touloufians 
held  intelligence   with  his   enemies,   he 
marched  againft  their  city,  and  fwore  he 
would  never  lay  down  his  arms,  till  they 
had  delivered  up  the  principal  citizens,  as 
hoftages ;  they  fent  deputies  to  him  to 
clear  up  his  fufpicions.     His  relations,  his 
friends,  exhorted  him  to  clemency.    Fol- 
quet  alone,  whofe  fundlion  obliged  him, 
in  a  fpeciaP  manner,  to  join  in  thefe  ex- 
hortations, urged  him  to  the  greateft  bar- 
barities. He  advifed  him  to  ftrip  the  inha- 
bitants of  all  their  pofTefiions,  and  to  put 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  among  them .  into 
prifon :    and,    not  fatisfied   with  having 
urged  thefe  violent  meafures,  he  deter- 
mined to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  them  by  an 
infamous  treachery.     He  went  into  the 
G  4  city. 
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city,  and  aflured  his  diocefians,  that  Mont- 
fort  would  pardon  the  citizens,  if  they 
would  go  and  a{k  it  of  him ;  they  relied 
on  this  aflurance,  and  crowded  out  of  the 
city  in  multitudes ;  as  faft  as  they  advanc- 
ed, they  were  made  prifoners ;  and  Fol- 
quet,  in  the  mean  time,  commanded  the 
foldiers,  who  followed  him,  to  pillage  the 
city.  His  perfidy  thus  became  apparent ; 
the  enraged  people  take  up  arms,  fall 
upon  the  crufaders,  and  repulfe  them. 

On  this  the  General  threatens  the  pri- 
foners with  death,  if  they  do  not  perfuade 
their  fellow-citizens  to  furrender  ;  but 
Folquet,  and-  the  Abbe  of  Saint  Sernin, 
take  a  more  efFe<Slual  method ;  they  run 
through  the  ftreets,  declaring  that  Mont- 
fort  relents;  that  he  beholds  their  dif- 
treffes  with  grief;  that  he  offers  liberty  tb 
the  prifoners,  and  pardon  for  what  is  part, 
if  the  inhabitants  will  refign  to  him  their 
arms,  and  their  towers  ;  if  not,  he  will 
execute  the   prifoners*     Folquet  and  the 

Abbe 
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Abbe  gave  themfelves  for  guarantees  of 
thefe  promifes,  and  the  Touloufians  ac- 
cepted conditions  ;  from  whence  they 
hoped  for  the  reftoration  of  their  peace. 

The  next  day  Montfort  came  to  figa 
the  peace  at  the  city  hotel,  where  the  arms 
were  to  be  depofited ;  and,  according  to 
the  convention,  his  foldiers  took  pofleffioa 
of  the  towers. 

Beholding  himfelf  thus  mafterof  the 
city,  he  propofed,  in  council,  the  giving 
up  Touloufe,  to  pillage,  and  then  razing 
it  to  its  foundations.  The  perfons  of  ho- 
nour, in  his  council,  vehemently  oppofed 
fo  deteftable  a  perfidy  j  but  Folquet,  and 
the  reft,  who  no  doubt  direded  the  opi- 
nion of  Montfort,  advifed  a  fort  of  me- 
dium, which  only  rendered  their  diflioneft 
meafures  more  atrocious  ;  this  was,  to 
detain  the  prifoners,  and  difperfe  them 
hereafter,  and  to  make  the  citizens  redeem 
the  fackage  of  their  city,  by  a  heavy  fum. 

In 
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In  eflFedl,  they  exadled  from  the  Toulou- 
£ans  thirty  thoufand  marks  of  fUver.      "^ 

After  fuch  repeated  exceffes,  which 
branded  with  infamy  the  epifcopal  order, 
Folquet,  in  12 17,  defired  leave  of  the 
Pope  to  return  to  the  cloifter :  what 
was  his  motive  is  uncertain,  whether  en- 
tfiufiafm,  artifice,  or  chagrin ;  for  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  fuch  a  man  can  never  be 
afcertained. 

The  Pope  obliged  him  to  continue  in 
bis  fee;  and  Montfort,  to  recompence 
Lim  for  his  zeal  in  his  caufe,  gave  him 
the  cattle  of  Urefeuil,  with  a  number  of 
■fillages  which  belonged  to  it.  Thus  was 
die  crufade,  againft  the  Albigenfes,  a  fource 
of  riches  to  the  church  of  Touloufe,  The 
Inquifition  was  more  worthy  of  fuch  an 
OTigin :  Folquet  firmly  eftablittied  it  in  his 
diocefe,  and  completed  there,  by  its 
means,  the  reign  of  fanaticifm^ 

>     This 
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This  prelate  died  in  1231,  and  was 
fainted^  after  his  deaths  by  the  monks  of 
Citteaux;  even  Petrarch  extols  him,  ia 
his  Triumph  of  Love.  Dante  places 
him  in  his  Paradife,  with  the  fouls  of 
the  bleflTed ;  and  Genoa,  and  Marfeilles, 
difputed  the  glory  of  having  given 
him  birthi  as  if  he  had  been  another 
Homer.   . 

Poetical  canonifations  were  of  no 
confequence,  but  that  of  the  church  was 
likely  to  do  much  harm. 

The  prejudices  of  the  cloifter,  and  of 
the  age,  account  for  flranger  things  than 
thefe. 


The  wading  through  fuch  a  fcene  of 

.  blood,  is  a  painful  tafk ;  but  it  is  recom- 

penfed  by  the  happy  refledions  conveyed 

to  the  mind,  on  the  comparifon  of  pafl 

and  prefcnt  ages.     Folquet  would  have 

had 
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had  lefs  renown  as  a  fimple  Troubadour  ; 
as  a  cruel  bigot,  his  name  will  be  brand- 
ed with  eternal  reproach. 


The    Dauphin   of  AUVERGNE, 
and  the  Bishop  of  CLERMONT. 

FROM  whence  came  the  title  of  Dau- 
phin, is  a  queftion  of  fmall  import 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  Troubadours ;  but 
as  a  few  words  will  ferve  to  explain  its 
origin,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  it  a 
place  here. 

At  the  tournaments,  each  Lord  bore 
upon  his  (hield  fome  diflinguifhed  mark. 
A  Count  d*  Albon,  had  taken  a  dolphin 
for  his  emblem  ;  he  fignalized  himfelf  in 
the  tournaments,  and  was  extolled  as  the 
Knight  of  the  Dolphin.  Jt  became  foon 
the  prevailing  cuftom  to  call  him  fimply 
the  Dauphin  j   and  this  celebrated  name 

became 
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became  a  title  of  honour  for  his  defcend- 
ants.  It  pafled  into  the  houfe  of  Au- 
vergne,  (according  to  Balufe  and  Charier), 
by  a  daughter  of  Guignes  III.  Cotint  of 
Albon  and  Vienne,  who  married  William 
VII.  Count  of  Auvergne.  Contrary  to  the 
right  of  reprefentation,  he  was  difpoflef- 
fed  by  William  VIII.  his  uncle,  and  on- 
ly granted  a  confiderable  eftate,  which  he 
tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity.  His  fon  was 
the  firft  who  took  the  title  of  Dauphin ; 
and  this  new  title  didinguifhed  his  branch 
from  that  of  William  VIII. 

The  Dauphin  of  Auvergne  is  the  fame 
Troubadour  who  is  fpoken  of  in  the  life 
of  Richard,  ICing  of  England. 

The  Proven9al  manufcripts  reprefent 
him  as  a  mod  accompliihed  Koight ;  in 
valour  and  in  tendernefs  exceeded  by  none ; 
of  a  fine  imagination,  folid  fenfe,  diftin- 
guifhed  courtefy,  and  poliflied  converfa- 
tion  ;  an  emulator  of  genius,  and  patron 

of 
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of  poetSy  whom  he  drew  in  vaft  numbers 
to  his  court,  and  whom  he  honoured  and 
loaded  with  his  favours.  Perhaps  the 
fads  that  will  be  related  of  his  character 
may  take  fomething  from  the  high  praife 
here  beftowed  on  it;  and  which  accord 
neither  with  his  ruinous  prodigality  on 
one  fide,  nor  his  demeaning  avarice  on 
the  other. 

The  fplendour  on  which  he  piqued 
himfelf,  had  reduced  him  to  fuch  difficul- 
ties, that  he  is  charged  with  the  moft  dif- 
honourable  adlions  to  repair  his  fortune, 
and  to  continue  that  excefs,  which  was 
confidered  in  this  age^  as  it  has  been  in 
too  many  others,  to  be  the  proof  of  a 
noble  mind,  and  the  greateft  virtue  in  fo- 
ciety.  The  firft  inftance  given  of  the 
avarice  of  this  prince,  is  however  a  little 
fingular. 

A  Lady,  named  Marina,  of  whom 
he  was  very  fond,  having  one  day  afked 

his 
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his  under-fteward  for  fome  bacon,  to  fry 
with  eggs,  received  only  half  of  a  flitch  ; 
and  this  was  the  fubjeA  of  a  violent  fatire. 

The  biftxop  of  Clermont,  brother  of 
Count  Gui,  coufm  of  the  Dauphin,  whofe 
diipofition    was    turbulent,    and   fevere^  ^ 
wrote  a  fliarp  couplet,  to  reproach  the 
prince  for  this  ftinginefs. 

The  Dauphin,  touched  to  the  quick 
with  this  accufation,  revenges  himfeif 
with  all  the  fury  of  a  poet ;  he  accufes 
the  Bifliop  of  his  amours  with  a  woman^ 
whofe  hufband  he  had  caufed  to  be  afTaffin^ 
ated  V  and  adds,  that  if  he  was  not  with« 
held  by  other  motives,  he  fliould  rejoice^ 
from  his  foul,  to  kill  an  extravagant 
Bifhop. 

A  NEW  fatire  from  the  Biihop  produced 
the  fame  effeft  as  the  former.  The 
Dauphin  retorted  with  terrible  feverity, 
reproaching  the  Bifliop  with  refufing  a 

place 
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place  of  burial  to  his  beft  friends,  unlefs 
they  paid  him  profufely;  of  exacting 
from  the  rich  a  thoufand  crowns  for  a  cof- 
fin }  and  of  employing  the  tax  he  raifcd 
upon  the  dead,  in  a  war  agaiuft  the  living  *. 
He  prays  God  to  hate  the  Bifliop  as  much 
as  the  Bifliop  loves  England.  "  It  is  by 
treafonS,'*  he  adds,  **  that  he  has  made  ac- 
knowlegement  for  the  bounties  of  the 
King  of  France,  who  promifed  to  raife 
him  from  the  fituation  of  a  canon,  to  a 
high  dignity  in  the  church.  Is  it  afto- 
nifliing  he  ftiould  fail  in  his  allegiance 
to  Kings  and  Princes,  who  diflionours  his 
profeffion,  apd  difobeys  his  God  !  The 
Prelate  reviles  me  unjuflly ;  and,  did  I 
not  refpedr*  the  office  of  ihe  Prelate,  I 
would  reveal  fuch  things  of  him,  as 
fliould  caufe  his  gown  to  be  ftripped  over 
his  cars,"  How  fingular  and  contradidory 
a  manner  his  was,  of  expreffing  refpedl, 
appears  from  another  paffage  in  this  in- 

♦   The  Bifliop  had  been  the  caufe  of  prolonging 
the  war  againil  the  King. 

veitive, 
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Veflive,  in  ^Jiich  he  fays,  *VHe  waited 
with  impatience  for  the  legate,  who  was 
to  depofe  the  Bifhop."  Violent  paffion 
operates  like' drunkenriefs  on  the  mind, 
and  produces  the  moft  glaring  t:ont radio-*'* 
tions,  both  in  word  and  adion. 

As  to  the  Bifhop  of  Clermont,  his  con- 
dua  merited  the  fevereft  reproaches.  At 
variance  wilh  his  brother,  Count  Guij 
(probably-%caufe  the  latter  had  abandon- 
ed the  Kiiig  of  England,  to  ferve  Philip 
Auguftus),  he  plundered  his  territories, 
and  launched  againft  him  a  general  intef- 
didion;  a  more  fatal  enemy  to  princes 
than  the  greateft  martial  power.  The 
Count  had  recourfe  to  Pope  Innocent  III. 
The  Archbifliop  of  Narbonne  was  com-^ 
miffioned  to  do  him  juflice. 

.   After  a  fllort  reconciliation,   in  i  199 

the  animodties  of  thefe  brothers  revived, 

with  fo  much  violence,  that  the  Pope,  and 

Philip  Auguftus,  could  fcarce  put  a  flop- 

H  to 
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to  them,  by  the  cxertioa  of,  all  their  att- 
ihority, 

Im  a  piece  of  the  Bifhop^a  againft  his 
brother,  addreflcd  to  the  Troubadour 
Peter  Maeazac,  he  ^tys  : 

•«  The  whole  world  would  be  ruined^ 
if  the  power  of  the  Count  equalled  his- 
defire  to  torment  and  deftfoy,' 


» 


To  return  to  the  Dauphin  of  Auvergne. 
He  feemed  formed  for  quarrels,  inftead  of 
the  courtefy  and  tendernefs  afcribed  tp 
him  ;  he  had  a  fhameful  broil  with  Peter 
Pellifier,  a  citizen  of  Turenne,  whofe- 
courage,  courtefy,  and  liberality,  are  highly 
praifed  by  the  Provenfal  hiftorian.  By 
thefe  good  qualities,  this  citizen  acquiredl 
a  confidcration  and  refpeft,  which  was 
fingular  in  an  age,  wherein  perfons  in 
common  life  were  univerfally  treated  with^ 
indifference  and  contempt.  The  Vifcount 
of   Turenne  made    him   BailiflF   of  his 

province  p 
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province  ;  this  was  an  office  of  great  dig* 
mtjr,  and  generally  filled  by  perfons  of 
rank.  The  Bailiff  affismbled  all  the 
militia  in  hi8  jurifdidion,  publi(hed  the 
orders  of  his  Lord,  and  prefided  at  the 
execution  of  them ;  received  all  the  duties 
of  the  province,  pa(Ied  the  inveftitures, 
and  received  the  homage  of  the  purchafers. 
In  fine,  the  Bailiff  governed  as  mini* 
fter  under  the  Prince. 

The  Dauphin  of  Auvergne,  ivho  was 
in  love  with  the  daughter  of  the  Vifcount, 
had  occafion  for  the  afliftance  of  Pellifier : 
he  was  generous,  and  lent  the  Dauphin  the 
.money  he  wanted  ;  but  he  never  reftored 
what  he  had  borrowed.     At  iaft,  Pellifier 
demanded  his  money  ;  the  Dauphin  af- 
feded  ignorance  of  the  loan,  and  ceafed 
to  frequent  the  houfe  of  the  Vifcount,  to 
avoid  the  fhame  of  fuch  a  condudl,  or 
the  obligation  of  paying  the  debt.    Pelli- 
fier thus  reproaches  him  with  his  bafenefs. 
Ha  "I  AD- 
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"  I  ADVISE,  and  I  order  the  Dauphin 
to  keep  within  his  own  doors,  and  not  to 
ftarve  himfelf,  left  his  vifage  fliould  be- 
tray his  meannefs  j  no  one  can  behave 
more  vilely  to  l  friend.  When  he  could 
obtain  principal  and  intereft,  then  what 
couriers,  what  meflages!  Now,  not  a 
fingle  letter  or  billet.  Never  was  any  one 
fo  unfaithful  to  their  word ;  but  he  is 
young,  he  will  amend." 

A  R-UDE  anfwer  from  the  Dauphin  was 
all  the  fruit  he  reaped,  for  the  mildnefs  of 
his  conduct  towards  him. 

**  Courteous  villain  !  (an  expreflioa 
meant  to  reproach  him  with  his  low  birth, 
and  his  high  airs  ;)  Courteous  villain  !  af- 
ter having  fpent  the  inheritance  left  you 
by  your  father,  in  folly  and  excefs,  do 
you  think  I  fhall  enrich  you  with  my 
wealth,  in  fpite  of  heaven,  who  made  you 
a  fool  ?  I  fwear  to  you,  on  my  faith,  you 
Ihall  never  have  a  fous  from  me.    Go, 

and 
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and  feek  your  fortune  as  a  pilgrim. — Go, 
and  afk  alms  as  a  blind  beggar  ;  and  ting; 
againft  thofe  who  refufe  you." 

These  lines  ferve  to  fhew  the  rude 
tone  which  was  ufed,  even  by  perfohs  of 
rank  in  this  age,  to  their  enemies  and  in- 
feriors. There  are  two  other  fatires  of 
the  Dauphin,  againft  fome  jongleurs,  which 
/Could  not  be  read  with  patience^ 

The  Dauphin  of  Auvergne  died  in 
1234,  as  well  as  the  Bifhop  of  Clermont, 
who  was  made  Archbiflxop  of  Lyons  in 
1227. 


H  3  ALBERT, 
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ALBERT,  Marquifs  of  Malaspina. 

THE  lioufe  of  Malafptna  was  one  of 
the  moft  illuilrious  in  Lombardy. 
Albert  was  contemporary  with  Rambaud^ 
of  Yaqueirasy  and  flouriftied  at  the  end 
of  the  twelfth  century,  as  appears  from  a 
curious  dialogue  of  Albert  and  Rambaud, 
id  \frhich  the  Matquifs  aflts  the  latter,  if 
it  was  true  that  his  miftrefs  had  difmifTed 
him  ;  that  all  the  fongs  he  had  made  for 
her  were  in  vain  ;  and  that  (he  had  writ- 
ten againft  him  with  fevcrity  ? 

Rambaud. 

"  The  deceiver  has  abandoned  me; 
I  think  you  would  do'  well  to  uiarry  her, 
for  I  find  much  refemblance  between  you. 
Your  word  and  your  oath  is  as  foon  broken ; 
'you  will  facrifice  both  to  your  intereft ; 
you,  whom  the  Genoefe  reproach  with 

having 
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having  robbed   in  the  highway;  and  of 
thi^  the  Milanefe  are  not  ignorant.'* 

Albert, 

"  If  I  gave  myfelf  to  pillage,  it  was 
not  from  the  defire  of  heaping  up  riches; 
but  for  the  pleafure  of  fpending  them. 
You,  Rambaud,  I  have  feen  in  Lombardy, 
walking  on  foot  like  a  vile  jongleur ;  a3 
defpifed  in  love,  as  wretched  in  fortune. 
It  would  then  have  been  a  generous  alms 
to  have  given  you  food,  RecolleiS  in 
what  a  miferable  condition  I  found  you  at 
Pavia." 

Rambaud. 

**  You  are  the  firft  man  in  the  world 
for  calumny,  and  every  evil  work ;  the 
laft  for  valour  and  merit." 

Albert. 

"  And  you  have  been  guilty  of  a  ri- 
diculous folly,  in  quitting  the  occupation 
of  a  jongleur,  by  which  you  lived  in  eafe, 
H  4  to 
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to  become  a  Knight :  this  new  profeffion 
has  caufed  you  ftrange  inquietudes.  Since 
you  have  betaken  yourfelf  to  a  courtier,, 
inftead  of  a  fumpter-horfe,  you  hsivq  not 
once  employed  either  fword  or  lance." 

From  this  dialogue,  pillage  and  vio- 
lence appear  to  have  been  the  fport  of 
warriors;  and,  fo  far  from  being  afliamed 
of  it,  they  made  it  their  boaft,  when  they 
appropriated  the  fruit  of  their  rapine  to 
vain  profufion  and  expence.  The  rob- 
bery on  the  highway,  with  which  the 
Marquis  is  here  reproached,  was  efteemed 
a  kind  of  right  j  and,  in  that  continual 
flate  of  war  which  the  great  were  ip  with 
one  another,  bravery  was  looked  upon  ^s 
the  foul  of  fociety. 

There  is  a  dialogue  of  great  fimpli- 
city  between  this  Troubadour,  and  his 
xniftrefs,  which  merits  to  be  noticed. 

*'  I  cpMMEND  myfelf  toyou.  Madam. 
JScver  have  I  lovc4  aoy  one  as  1  love  you." 

^'  Friend, 
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"  Friend.    I  aflure,  I  promife  you,  I 
will  reward  your  love."  ; 

**  You  delay  too  long,  Madam."    . 

*'  Friend.  You  fliall  lofe  nothing  by 
this  delay." 

**  I  SWEAR  to  you,  Madam,  that  I  fliall 
die  if  you  defer  my  happinefs  !" 

*'  Friend.  Confider  that  I  love  you  ia 
good  truth  5  that  I  love  you  with  all  my 
heart." 

"  Have  pity  on  me,  therefore.  Ma- 
dam." 

♦'  And  fo  I  will,  my  friend." 

**  I  AM  fo  rejoiced,  fo  tranfported  with 
the  love  I  bear  you,   Madam." 

*'  My  joyous  friend,  my  heart  is  ever 

yours." 

^'  Give  it  me  then,  Madam/' 
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*•  Yes,  I  confent,  my  handfome,  my 
iimiablc  friend." 

**  I  PLACE  in  you  all  my  confidence. 
Madam  j  for  you  I  figh,  for  you  I  fing," 

*'   Friend.     You  are  in  the  right;  for 
you  know  how  much  I  love  you/* 

*'  What   proof  fliall   I  have   of  it. 
Madam." 

"  Friend,   I  give  you   my  faith.    I 
pledge  it  with  this  kifs  !" 

«*  This  tender  proof  of  love  foothes 
every  pain.'* 

«*  Friend.    It  is  by  patience  and  fub- 
miffion  that  loyal  lovers  arrive  at  felicity/' 

Simplicity  like  this  muft  pleafe  in 
every  age* 

We   have   no   other  account  of  this 

Troubadour,  but  that  he  was  courteous, 

and  liberal.     It  is  not  known  in  what 

year  he  died. 

^  WIL- 


THE   TROUBADOURS.     107 

WILLIAM    CABESTAING. 

THE  life  of  this  Troubadour  appears 
fo  much  intermixed  with  romance) 
that  was  it  not  confirmed  by  other  writ- 
ingSi  both  in  manufcript  and  in  print,  it 
would  have  been  pad  over ;  but  as  a  view 
of  ancient  manners  are  included^  it  de« 
ferves  a  place. 

William  Cabestaing  was  a  gentle- 
man of  RouffiUon ;  noble  by  birth,  but 
poor  in  fortune.  He  ferved  as  page  to 
Raimond,  of  Caael- RouffiUon  ».  The 
hiftorian  gives  Raimond  the  title  of  mj 
Lord,  a  title  always  claimed  by  Knighta* 

Though  the  houfe  of  Cabeftaing  vas 
its  ancient  as  that  of  Raimond,  it  did  not 

•  Tlxcrc  is  ftill  at  '^ouflxllon  a  tower,  called 
Caftcl  RoftlifH .         . 

prevent 


io8      THE   HISTORY   OF 

prevent  his  ferving  him  ;  Raimond's  fu- 
periority  of  fortune  bdng  dignified  by  his 
rank  of  Knight. 

The  happy  expreffion  of  countenance, 
the  wit,  and  amiable  qualities  of  this 
young  man,  rendered  him  dear  to  his 
matter,  and  beloved  by  his  family.  Rai- 
mond  foon  gave  him  a  Angular  proof  of 
his  afFeflion,  by  making  him  gentleman- 
nifher  to  his  wife ;  he  was  far  from  ap- 
prehending the  fatal  confequence  of  his 
generofity. 

Madam  Marguerita  (for  fo  was 
this  Lady  called)  found  fo  much  attention, 
and  defire  to  pleafe,  in  her  young  domef- 
tic,  joined  with  fo  graceful  a  figure,  and 
manner  fo  lively  and  interefting,  that  fhe 
was  inchanted  with  his  fociety,  and  yield- 
ed'her  heart  to  every  lender  impreflion  of 
*lovc.  Whether  Cabeftaing  was  with-held 
by. timidity,  or  refpe£l,  he  did  not  notice 
her  behaviour,  though  his  fpnfibility  W4s 

extreme. 
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extreme.  Marguerita  wiftied  to  be  ua-^ 
derftood  in  filence ;  but,  having  waited 
long  in  vain,  fhe  was  determined  to  break 
the  ice  herfelf,   and  thus  queftioned  him. 

"  William,  if  a  lady  loved  thee, 
couldft  thou  love  again  ?" — ^'  Yes,  truly, 
Madam,  if  I  believed  her  in  earneft."— 
•'  Thou  fpeakeft  well ;  and  canft  thou  not 
diftinguifli  true  love,  from  feigned  ?"^— 
Thefe  queftions  opened  the  eyes  of  Ca- 
beftaing;  and  this  paf|;on  produced  the 
following  tender  lines. 

"  Gay  is  my  fong ;  for  the  fofteft  love 
infpires  me  ! — O  thou,  whofe  beauty 
tranfports  my  foul,  may  I  be  forfaken, 
may  I  be  curfed  by  love,  if  I  give  my 
heart  to  another.  Was  my  faith  to  hea* 
ven  equal,  I  fhould  inftantly  be  received 
into  Paradife  !  1  have  no  power  to  defend 
myfelf  againft  your  charms  ;  be  honour*' 
abley  therefore,  and  take  pity  on  me- 
Permit,  at  leaft,  that  I  kifs  your  gloves  < 

I  pre- 
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I  prefumc  not  to  a(k  anj  higher  mark  of 
your  favour.*' 

To  a  heart  already  conqueredi  fuch 
lines  were  irrefiftible.  Though  they  were 
not  addrefled  to  her,  Marguerita  well 
knew  their  import,  and  made  this  known 
to  Cabeftaing,  when  they  were  alone. 

^*  And  haft  thou,  then,  at  laft,  difco- 
xertdy  William,  that  a  lady  can  lore  thee ; 
and  doft  thou  find  in  me  a  true  or  a  faith* 
lefs  friend  ?" 

**  Ah,  Madam,  fince  that  happy  mo- 

,inent  I  entered  your  fervice,  I  have  been 

always  charmed  with  your  goodnefs,  and 

the  truth  and  frankncfs  of  your  behaviour 

towards  mc/' 

**  I  8w«AR  to  thee,'*  replied  Mar- 
guerita, ^  thou  fhalt  never  have  caufe  to 
change  thy  opinion.  Never,  no,  never 
\?ill  I  deceive  thee  I"    With  thefc  words 

file 
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(he  embraced  him,  as  a  pledge  of  her 
eternal  love.  Cabeftaing  thus  gave  vent 
to  bis  feelings. 

*'  Among  a  thoufand  flowers,  in  a 
fpacious  garden,  I  have  chofen  the  f^rdEI. 
Heaven  made  it,  no  doubt,  to  refemble 
its  own  -ieauty.  The  dignity  of  her 
charms  is  ftill  heightened  by  humility; 
the  fweetnefs  of  her  countenance,  by  ten- 
dernefs;  her  afFcdlion  has  rendered  me 
the  inoft  blefled  of  lovers.  I  weep  with 
joy !  but  in  my  fong  only  I  dare  make 
known  my  love.  The  dear  objedi  of  my 
foul  will  receive  my  fong.  In  the  midft: 
of  a  thoufand  adorers,  Ihe  liflens  to  none 
but  me  !  Many  have  been  touched  with 
her  beauty ;  but  none  have  loved  like  me. 
Her  merit  impreflcs  refpcfl ;  and  her  re- 
putation is  unfullied.'' 

We  fee  in  thefe  addreffes  of  Cabeftaign, 
how  deceitfully  an  unlawful  paffion  makei 
its  firft  approaches  J  and  thus  gliding  intQ 

the 
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the  heart,  a  remcdilefs  paffioa  covers\t4 
unworthy  views  with  undeferved  praifcsi 
and  the  mod  honourable  expreflions  of 
love.  But  the  fecret  he  wifhed  to  conceal 
from  the  eyes  of  the  world,  foon  became 
public ;  and  the  reputation  of  Marguerita 
was  not  long  untainted. 

The  courtiers,  who  have  a  nice  difcern- 
ment  of  evil, .  and  a  ready  tongue  to  re- 
veal it,  poffefled  Raimond  with  the  moft 
tormenting  fufpicions,  which  fhocked  him 
the  more,  as  he  loved  his  wife,  and  re- 
lied on  the  fidelity  of  his  fervant. 

Having  inquired  one  day  what  was 
become  of  Cabeftaign,  they  told  him  he 
was  hawking ;  immediately  he  hid  arms 
under  his  cloaths,  mounted  his  horfe,  and 
took  the  road  they  had  pointed  out  to  him* 
Cabeflaing  perceived,  and  advanced  to- 
ward him,  but  not  without  uneafinefs, 
feeing  he  was  alone.  **  Ah  !  are  you  here/ 
my   Lord  j    how  chanced   it   you  came; 

alone  ?'* 
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alone  ?••  ''  It  was,"  faid  Raimond,  "  be- 
caufc  I  wiflied  to  converfe  with  you,  and 
to  partake  of  your  amufement.  Have 
you  had  good  fport?"  "  Very  little;  I 
have  fcarcely  found  a  fingle  bird  ;  and 
you  know  the  proverb.  Who  finds  no- 
thing, cannot  take  much."  "  Very  well,'* 
anfwered  Raimond^  '^  let  us  change  the 
fubjed>  and  anfwer  me,  as  a  true  and  loyal 
fervant,  to  all  that  I  Ihall  afk  you/' 

'*  By  heaven,  my  Lord,  if  it  is  what  I 
can  reveal,  I  will  hide  nothing  from  you." 

**  I  WILL  have  no  conditions:  you 
(hall  reply  honeftly,  whatever  ^ueiUpna 
I  put  to  you. 


9» 


"  When  you  command,  I  will  anfwer 
confcientioufly>." 

**  I  WOULD  then  know,  by  your  God, 
and  your  faith,'*  faid  Raimond,  **  if  love 
infpires  the  verfes  you  make ;  and  if  a 
lady  is  really  the  fubjedt  cf  theip  ?*' 

I  •«  Unless 
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"  Unless  I  loved/'  replied  Cabeftaing, 
••  how  could  I  fing  ?  In  good  truth,  love 
has  the  entire  poffeffion  of  my  foul."— 
"  I  believe  it;"  faid  Raimond,  "  or  you 
would  not  fing  fo  well :  but  this  is  not 
all.  I  would  know  who  is  the  lady  you 
celebrate.'' — **  Ah,  my  Lord,  do  you  con- 
fider !  I  appeal  to  your  own  heart ;  can 
one,  without  perfidy,  reveal  the  obje<Sl  of 
one's  love  ?  You  know  what  Bernard  of 
Ventadour  fays  on  this  fubjed. 

"  If  thofe  who  fpy  out  my  k)ve>  in- 
quire the  name  of  my  fair  one,  I  know 
how  a  loyal  lover  ought  to  avoid  the  fnare; 
he  ought  to  confide  his  fecret  to  none  but 
thpfe,  who  are  able  to  advife  and  affift 
him  ;  but  the  fidelity  we  owe  a  miftrefs, 
confifts  in  difcovering  all  things  to  her, 
and  revealing  nothing  concerning  her." 

**  Well,  then,''  replied  Raimond, 
**  whoever  is  the  objcdl  of  your  love,  I 
promife  you  my  utmoft  aid  and  advice/* 
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Cabestaing,  thus  prefled,  and  de- 
firous  of  changing  the  idea  of  R almond, 
told  him,  that  he  loved  Madam  Agnes,  the 
fifter  of  Madam  Marguerita ;  and  that  he 
received  proofs  of  her  kindnefs :  he  be- 
fought  Raimond  to  favour  his  fuit>  or  at 
leaft  not  to  injure  him  in  her  efteem. 

Raimond  was  taken  in  the  fnare.— 
Tranfported  vvith  this  declarationt  which 
removed  his  fufpicions,  he  fhook  hands 
with  the  Troubadour,  promifed  him  his 
good  offices  I  and,  pointing  toward  the 
caftle  of  Robert  of  Tarafcon,  the  huf- 
band  of  Agnes,  he  told  him  they  would 
go  there  together.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  caftle  of  Tarafcon,  Raimond,  after 
the  ufual  civilities,  proceeds  to  fulfil  his 
defign ;  and,  being  alone  with  Agnes, 
addreflfes  her  thus : 

**   By  the  faith  you  owe  me,  my  lovely 

fifter,  anfwer  me*     Have  you  a  lover  ?*' — 

**  Yes,  my  Lord." — "  1  befecckyou,  who 

I  2  is 
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18  he?" — *'  That  I  will  not  tell  you: 
women  are  not  obliged  to  confefs  fuch 
things;  and,  if  they  are  urged,  it  ton* 
drains  them  to  be  guilty  of  falfehood/* 

Raimond  affures  her,  (be  Will  rifle  no- 
thing in  confiding  this  fecret ;  imt  that  to 
him  It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance.— 
The  lady  liad  remarked  diftrefs  in  the 
countenance  of  Cabeftaing.    Shi  was  not 
ignorant  of  his   amour,   and   fufpefling 
how  the  matter  (ay  between  him  ai^d  his 
mafter,  fiie  owned  herfelf  in  love  with 
Gibeflaing,  as  readily  as  if  he  had  given 
her  the  hint.     She  then  went  and  related 
the  whole  affair  to  her  hufband,  who  very 
much  approved  the  deceit  of  his  wife>  and 
permitted  her  to  invite  Cabeftaing  to  fup- 
per;   and   do  all   fhe  could  to  perfuade 
Raimond  of  her  love  for   him.      They 
fupped  together,   with  great  gaiety  ;   and 
Raimond,    perfedlly   convinced   of  their 
reciprocal  tendernefs,  departs  content  and 
joyous  with  Cabeftaing,  defirous  of  no- 
thing 
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thing  fo  much,  as  to  reveal  to  his  wife  the 
intrigue  he  had  difcovered. 

Marcuerita  had  no  doubt  of  her 
lover's  infidelity  ;  fhe  pafled  the  night  in 
extreme  agony  of  miqd  j  4nd  calling  him 
to  her  the  next  morning,  Ihe  overwhelm^- 
ed  him  with  reproaches.  Cabeftaing  eafily 
juftified  himfelf,  by  the  fimple  recital  pf 
what  had  pafled. 

Her  vanity^  ftill  greater  than  her  lovie, 
prompted  her  to  commit  ^n  inconceivable 
error ;  {he  obliged  the  Troubadour  to  de- 
clare in  a  fonnet,  that  he  loved  her,  and 
her  alone.  The  fonnet  was  compofed, 
and,  by  a  fecond  imprudence,  more  aflp- 
nifliing  than  the  firft,  the  piece  was  ad- 
drefled  to  Raimond ;  for  though  It  W48 
the  cuftom  of  many  poets  to  addrcfs  wh»t 
they  wrote,  in  praife  of  their  ladies>  to 
their  hufbands,  in  this  cafe  it  could  not 
certainly  be  done  with  impuoity. 

1 3  Im 
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In  efFcdl,  the  moft  dreadful  jcaloufy 

took  poffeflion  of  Raimond ;  he  no  longer 

doubts  his  wife's  falfehood ;  he  becomes 

furious,  and  breathes  nothing  but  ven* 

geance.     Having  found  a  pretext  to  draw 

Cabeflaing  out  of  the  caftle,  he  ftabs  him, 

cuts  off  his  head,  and  tears  out  his  heart ; 

he  then  brings  it  to  his  cook>  and  orders 

him  to  drefs  this  heart  in  the  manner  of 

venifon.    He  has  it  ferved  up ;  his  wife 

cats  it,     **   Do  you  know  what  it  is  you 

have  been  eating  ?"  fays  he.     **  No ;  but 

I  found  it  delicious.** — **  I  believe  it,  fince 

it  is  that  you  have  always  delighted  in ; 

it  is  juft  you  (hould  love  that  when  dead, 

you  was  fo   paflSonately  fond  of  when 

living  ;*'  and  pulling  out  the  head  of  Ca- 

beftaing,    **  Behold  him  whofe  heart  you 

have  juft  eaten"    At  this  (hocking  fight, 

at  thefe  horrible  words,  (he  fainted  ;   buti 

foon  recovering  her  fcnfes,  flie  cried  out : 

••  Yes,  barbarian,  I  have  found  this  meat 

fo  exquifite,  that,  left  I  fliould  lofe  the 

taftc  of  it,  I  will  never  eat  any  other." 

Trans- 
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Transported  with  rage,  Raimond 
draws  his  fword ;  (he  flies  ;  (he  precipi- 
tates herfelf  from  a  balcony,  and  is  killed 
with  the  fall ! 

The  noife  of  this  event  was  likely  to 
imprefs  the  mind  with  terror,  in  an  age 
when  love  ruled  over  the  manners,  like  a 
defpotic  fovereign,  and  was  confidered  as 
the  foul  of  military  exploits-     The  rela- 
tions of  Marguerita,   and  of  Cabeftaing, 
all  the  Knights,   and  the  lovers  of  that 
country,    joined    together    againft    the 
bloody-minded  Raimond;  he  had  alfo  for 
his  enemy  the  King  of  Arragon.     Al- 
phonfo,  after  having  informed  himfelf  of 
the  fad  on  the   fpot,  had  him  feized  and 
imprifoned,   and   demolilhed   his   caftle: 
rfter  this  the  prince,  by  pompous  fune- 
rals, did  honour  to  the  memory  of  thefe 
lovers.     He  caufed  them  to  be  laid  in  the 
fame  tomb,  before  the  church,  in  Perpig-^ 
non,  and  their  hiftory  engraved  on  it, 

1 4  Thus 


120      THE    HISTORY    OF 

Thus  religion  fcrved,  in  this  age, 
among  many  other  abufes,  to  defend  the 
horrid  crime  of  adultery,  and  to  confe-^ 
crate  a  licentious  amour,  which,  from  the 
miferable  event  attending  it,  was  cele- 
brated  with  enthufiafm* 

According  to  the  Provencal  hiftorian, 
it  was  ufual  for  all  the  Knights  of  Rouf- 
fillon,  of  Cerdagne,  and  of  Norbonnois, 
to  allift  each  year  in  a  folemn  fcrvice,  in 
memory  of  Marguerita,  and  of  Ca- 
beftaing ;  and  all  the  lovers,  of  both  fexes, 
came  to  pray  for  the  repofe  of  their  fouls. 
And  it  is  added,  this  anniverfary  was  in- 
ftituted  by  the  order  of  King  Alphonfo* 

Such  cuftoms  muft  have  been  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  manners,  and  a  great  of- 
fence to  the  honour  of  conjugal  life. 
Belleforeft  relates,  that  the  Duke  of  Bour- 
gimdy  rendered  the  like  honour  to  the 
Lady  of  Vergi,  and  the  Lord  of  Vau- 
droi }  and  the  adventure  of  Couci  and 

Fayel, 
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Fayel,    fo   well  known,  is  of  a  fimilar 
kind. 

To  relieve  the  mind  from  fo  difagree* 
able  a  fcene,  one  line,  from  a  fonnet  of 
Cabeftaing's,  intermixed  with  many  com- 
mon fentimentB,  (hall  conclude  this  ac- 
count of  hrs  life  :  for  the  beautiful  turn 
of  thought^  it  well  deferves  remembrancer 

Speaking  of  Marguerita,  he  fays, 
**  From  hence  to  Meffina  there  is  not  her 
equal.  Would  you  know  her  name  ?  it 
is  written,  in  the  faired  charaders,  on  the 

Wing  of  every  dove  !'' 


WIL^ 
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WILLIAM  RAINOLS  d'APT,  and 
WILLIAM  RAIMONDde  DURFORT. 

WIlliam  Rainols  was  a  Knight 
of  the  city  of  Apt,  in  the  county 
of  Forcalquier.  He  wrote  on  the  events 
that  happened  in  Provence,  between  the 
King  of  Arragon  and  the  Count  of 
Thouloufe,  in  the  twelfth  century,  with 
refped  to  the  houfe  of  Barcelona.  He  fet 
tfaefe  pieces  to  mufical  airs,  of  his  own 
compofing ;  and  as  they  were  all  filled  with 
keen  fatire  on  the  great,  he  rendered  hiin- 
felf  hated  and  feared  by  the  Barons.  Thefe 
pieces  are  not  in  the  Provenfal  manu- 
fcripts ;  they  arc  only  mentioned ;  and  that 
given,  was  compofed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  when  the  crufade 
Ugainft  the  Albigenfes,  inflamed  all  the 
fouthern  provinces  of  France. 

This 
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This  Troubadour  declaims  againftthe 
clergy,  to  whom  were  attributed  thefeun- 
juft  and  violent  proceedings. 

**  A  VILE  and  cowardly  populace, 
armed  with  furplices  inflead  of  fwordst 
wreft  from  the  nobles  their  palaces  and 
towers ;  fo  formidable  have  they  rendered 
themfelves^  as  to  eftablifh  their  power  ;  a 
new  court  of  juftice,  (the  Inquifition% 
where  none  are  heard  but  the  favourers  of 
snjudice. 

*^  I  BEHOLD  wickednefs  triumphant^ 
while  merit  and  honour  are  laid  low: 
I  behold  the  world  deftroyed  by  thefe  vil- 
lains !  The  iheep  dares  to  attack  the  wolf; 
the  partridge  chafes  the  vulture  ;  the  lamb 
guards  the  (hepherd  !  I  behold  the  weak 
become  ftrong,  and  the  ftrong  defence* 
lefs ;  the  cart  go  before  the  oxen ;  and 
Chriftmas  fucceeds  the  new  year  !" 

These  original  expreflions   paint  the 
Aate  of  things  in  this  period^  with  great 

fim- 
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iimplicity ;  \ivhcn  churchmen  fpread  ter- 
ror around)  and  overthrew  the  moft  pow- 
erful and  mighty ;  affifted  by  the  arms  of 
thofe  ambitious  enthufiafts,  without  whofe 
aid»  oeither  their  anathemas,  nor  their 
Inquifition,  could  have  produced  thefe 
dreadful  effeds. 

The  praifes  given  by  William  and  R al- 
mond de  Durfort,  to  a  nobleman  called 
Gui  Cap  de  Pore,  are  an  amiable  con- 
traft  to  the  charadter  of  William  Rainols. 
From  the  caftle  of  Durfort,  in  Querci, 
this  tlluftrious  houfe  took  its  name  -,  it  was 
.  one  of  the  moft  ancient  which  fubfifted 
in  the  kingdom  ;  was  perpetuated  by  the 
gteateft  number  of  branches,  and  rendered 
as  illullrious  by  the  noble  fentiments  of 
its  owners,  as  the  antiquity  of  their  origin. 
The  two  Troubadours  t  have  named  come 
out  of  it ;  there  is  but  one  piece  worthy 
notice,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Wi!- 
Ham,  and  addreffed  to  the  Lord  of  Peri- 
gord,  itt  praife  of  the  nobleman  we  have 
mentioned.-^ After  eelebrating  him  for  his 

love. 
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love  of  honour,  and  firm  oppofition  to 
vice>  he  adds : 

**  How  ufelefs  to  his  dignity  are  out- 
ward ornaments ;  he  Ihines  bright  in  vir- 
tue !  Why  do  we  not  ardently  defire  to 
refemble  him  ?  Each  would  be  happy  if 
he  did.  The  poor  ihould  imitate  his  tem- 
perance; the  rich  his  humility-  It  grieves 
me  he  has  not  as  many  marks*,  as  de-^ 
niers  f  :  whom  others  beggar,  he  would 
enrich ;  whom  others  opprefs,  he  would^ 
exalt  to  honour." 

These  few  lines  anounce  a  noble  writer^ 
fuperior  to  the  prejudices  and  vices  of  his 
age. 

The  reft  of  bis  works  are  dark;  and 
thofe  of  Raimobd  <|uite  unintelligible. 
It  is  thought  they  were  contemporaries  with 
Arnaud  Daniel :  the  time  of  their  deaths 
or  that  of  Rainols,   is  not  mentioned. 

'^  A  piece  of  money  worth  thirteen  (billings, 
t  A  (mail  coin* 

BER* 
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BERTRAND   de    BORN. 

T3E*RTRAND     DE     BoRN,     VlfcOUnt    of 

Hautefort,  in  the  diocefe  of  Perigueux, 
was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  twelfth  century. 
A  paffion  for  arms,  and  glory;  pride^ 
joined  with  meannefs;  gallantry,  with  the 
poetic  talent ;  an  ardent  and  lively  ima^ 
glnation ;  great  adivity  and  courage,  with 
a  diftinguifhed  rank,  were  the  peculiar 
qualities  that  marked  his  character.  A 
falfe  and  ambitious  valour,  rather  than  a 
juft  courage  was  his  pride,  which  he 
Ihewed  in  his  contefts  with  his  brother 
Conftantine,  whom  he  expelled  from  his 
territories,  and  deprived  of  his  right  to 
part  of  the  Lordfliip  of  Hautefort ;  for 
nothing  lefs  than  all  would  fatisfy  his  am* 
bition :  but  the  oppreffed  in  this  age  met 
with  protedlors.  The  Vifcount  of  Li- 
moges, and  Richard^  Count  of  .Poitou, 

the 
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the  fon  of  Henry  II.  King  of  England, 
fufpended  their  own  quarrels,  to  maintain 
the  caufe  of  Conftantine ;  they  facked  the 
dominions  of  Bertrand.  In  a  piece, 
wherein  he  exclaims  againft  his  brother, 
for  not  delivering  up  all  to  him,  he  fpeaks 
the  language  of  a  defpotic  tyrant.  "  I 
will  pull  out  the  eyes  of  any  one,  who 
ihall  dare  to  invade  my  poflellions.  Peace 
fuits  me  not ;  it  is  war  alone  that  I  love. 
To  fear  nothing  is  my  only  law ;  I  regard 
neither  Mondays  nor  Tuefdays,  efteemed 
unlucky  days  ;  weeks,  months,  and  years 
are  all  alike  to  me  ;  at  all  times  I  will  ruin 
thofe  who  trouble  me,  were  they  three 
againfl:  me,  inftead  of  two;  and  their 
power  ever  fo  great,  they  ihould  not  gain 
from  me  one  inch  of  that  land,  which 
belongs  to  my  children.  Let  others  feek, 
if  they  choofe  it,  to  aggrandife  their 
hcufes,  and  to  procure  the  conveniencies 
of  life.  As  for  me,  to  provide  lances, 
helmets,  fwords,  and  horfes,  this  is  my 
ambition.     Right  or  wrong,  I  will  give 

up 


ia8     THE   HISTORY   OF 

up  DO  part  of  the  Lordfliip  of  Hajitefort : 
it  is  minci  and  they  may  make  war  agaipft 
me  as  long  as  they  will."  Conftantine 
had  ceded  to  Bertrand  thaland  in  queftion, 
on  certain  conditions^  fettled  between 
themfelves ;  but  be  afierted  he  had  been 
Gonftrained  to  do  fO|  and  therefore  reclaim- 
ed his  portion*  This  was  all  the  founda- 
tion Bertrand  had  for  his  conduA.  '^  I 
ihould  pafs  for  a  coward,"  fays  he,  ^<  to 
give  up  the  portion  my  brother  had  re- 
figned  on  his  £iith.  Since  he  refufes  my 
friend£hip,  and  dl  accommodation)  why 
fliould  I  be  condemned  for  defending  my 
right  againft  him  ?  The  givers  of  advice, 
of  whom  there  are  always  plenty,  fatigue 
and  ftun  me  with  their  noife«  I  fliall  be 
called  impudent^  if  I  do  not  make  peace ; 
and)  if  I  do,  a  coward/* 

The  Count  of  Poitou  had  a  private 
motive  for  vengeance  againft  Bertrand. 
The  revolts,  of  Henry  Il's  children  are 
well  known.    After  they  had  forced  from 

him 
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bim  feveral  of  his  appenagcs,  they  fell 
out  with  one  another.    Richard,  whofe 
temper  was  ardent  and  fiery,  had  great 
quarrels  with  Henry,  his  elded  brother* 
Their  valTalst  on  each  fide,  took  up  arms  { 
and  anaong  them  his  moA  dangerous  fed 
was  Bertrand^    who    raifed   up   enemiei 
againft  him  on  all  fides,  and  Prince  Henry 
was  the  chief  of  tjfis  powerful  league; 
but,  though  Richard  was  violent,  he  knew 
how  to  difperfe  the  gathering  ilorm,  by 
his  fkill  and  addrefs.    He  negotiated  with 
lienry,    whpfe    inconAant    and    trifling 
temper  he  well  knew ;  and  he  obtained 
frcMn  him,  for  a  penfion  fuited  to  his  Iotc 
of  eafe,  and  tafle  for  trifling  amufementa, 
a  reHgnatipn  of  his  rights,  and  his  landa. 
Henry  retired  into  Normandy,  and  aoaufed 
himfelf  with  tiltings,   tournaments,  and 
pleafures ;  while  his  vaflals  fuffered  under 
the  vengeance  of   Richard,   who   made 
cruel  devaflations  in   their  lands.     Ber-. 
trand;   on  this  occafion,  was  not  filent. 

^  K  *•  The 
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«  The  young  King  alleges,  (for  Henry 
had  been  crowned),  that  the  commands 
of  his  father  has  obliged  him  to  facrifice 
his  rights  to  his  brother.  Since  he  will 
neither  poflefs,  nor  govern  any  domain, 
he  (hall  henceforward  be  the  King  of 
Cowards.  He  fhews  as  much  impudence, 
as  cowardice,  in  confenting  to  live  on  the 
penfion  of  the  Count  of  Poitou  ;  there  is 
no  great  hopes  of  a  crowned  King,  who 
lives  on  the  wealth  of  another.  Frojn  the 
moment  he  deceives  and  betrays  his  vaf^ 
fals,  he  lofes  all  claim  to  their  love  !  Is  it 
by.  leading  an  idle  life,  and  drean\ing 
away  his  hours  in  pleafurc,  that  he  will 
render  himfelf  worthy  to  reign  over  Eng- 
land ?  to  conquer  Ireland ;  to  be  pro- 
claimed Duke  of  Normandy ;  to  poflefs 
Maine,  Anjou,  Poitou,  and  Guienne? 
Richard,  who  has  no  longer  his  brother 
to  dread,  will  caufe  his  fubjeds  to  dread 
him !  he  may  arm  againft  them,  feize  and 
deftroy  their  caftles. 

«  Would 
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*'  Would  to  heaven  that  Count  Geof- 
froi,  (the  third  fon  of  Henry  II.)  was 
the  heir  of  his  dominions ;  England  and 
Normandy  would  be  gainers,  in  having 
him  for  their  fovereign :  for  he  is  frank 
and  loyal."  Thefe  pieces  of  Bertrand 
are  interefling ;  as  a  monument  of  that 
liberty  with  which  they  then  fpoke,  and 
wrote,  and  of  the  fimpHcity  with  which 
they  treated  the  greateft  affairs.  By  the 
defediori  of  Prince  Henry,  the  league 
was  diffolved ;  the  greater  part  went  away 
on  divers  pretences,  and  Bertrand  alone 
dared  to  refift  the  power  of  Richard ; 
but  he  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  fo  rafh 
an  enterprize;  his  caftle  was  befieged, 
and,  had  he  obftinately  perfifled  in  de.* 
fending  it,  he  would  have  been  loft, 
without  refource.  He,  therefore,  furren- 
dered,  and  Richard  accepted  his  fubmiflion, 
pardoned,  and  embraced  him.  Touched 
with  this  clemency,  Bertrand  corapofed 
this  piece  in  his  praife.  **  Notwithftand- 
ing  my  lofles,  1  have  ftill  the  heart  to 
K  2  fing. 
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iing-  I  have  refigned  Hantefort  to  the 
Lord  Richard  ;.  but  fince  I  hive  appeared 
before  hlin  to  alk  his  ftvoiir,  and  that  he 
has  pardoned  and  eonhraced  me>  I  fear  no 
other  misfortune.  The  Barons  of  Li* 
mofin,  and  of  Perigord,  who  pUgbted  me 
their  faith,  have  bafcfy  bttrayed  and  aban- 
doned me.  I  alfo  will  forfake  them.  If 
Count  Richard  will  vouchfafe  me  his 
grace,  I  will  devote  myfelf  to  his  fervice, 
and  my  attachment  to  him  fliall  be  a& 
pure  as  the  fineft  filver.  His  high  dig- 
nity ftiould  caufe  hira  to  rcfemble  the  fea, 
which  feems  to  retain  all  fhe  receives, 
within  her  bofom,  but  carts  it  back  on 
the  fhore.  It  befits  fo  great  a  Baron,  to 
reftore  what  he  has  taken  from  a  vaffal, 
who  humbles  himfelf  before  bkn^  I  be- 
leech  him,  at  leaft,  ta  confide  to  me  the 
care  of  my  caftle ;  for  thofe  to  whom  he 
ha^.  commrtted  the  charge  of  it,  are  my 
enemies,  and  wc  ihall  have  perpetual 
bsoils  ;  nor  will  he  expofe  himfelf  to  dif- 
honour  by  this  refloratiou,  fmce  1  ihall 

•be 
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be  ever  ready  to  ferve  and  honour  him ; 
which,  had  they  not  betrayed  ine,  per- 
haps I  ihould  never  have  done." 

Whether  this  frank,  and  yet  flatter-* 
ing  addrefs  to  Richard  pleafed  him,  or 
whether  he  merely  confidered  the  advan- 
tage of  attaching  fo  vaHant  a  Knight  to 
his  fervice,  he  received  his  oath,  and  re« 
Aored  to  him  his  caftle. 

Bertrand  made  ufe  of  this  peace  to 
revenge  himfelf  on  the  Vifcounts  of  Li- 
moges, and  of  Pcrigord,  who  had  fo 
fliamefully  abandoned  him  ;  all  the  ra- 
vages war  produced  in  this  age,  were  the 
confequences  of  this  vengeance. 

The  three  fons  of  Henry  11.  having 
again  revolted,  Bertrand  feized  this  op* 
portunity  of  gratifying  his  prevailing  love 
of  intrigue  and  difcord,  by  renewing  his 
league  with  Prince  Henry>  who  was  go- 
ing to  war  with  the  Gafcoas*  The  lick- 
K  3  s^cfe 
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nefs  and  death  of  this  young  Prince,  in 
1183,  penetrated  Bertrand  with  the  moft 
lively  grief,  becaufe  it  difconcerted  his 
defigns  ;  he  compofed  two  pieces  on  this 
occafioni  and  the  prince  whom  he  had 
bitterly  cenfured,  he  now  ad  laviflily  com- 
mends. Among  other  things,  common 
to  panegyric,  and  tedious  to  relate,  fpeak- 
ing  of  his  generous  charader,  and  ob- 
liging manners,  of  the  order,  magnifi- 
cence, and  hofpitality  of  his  houfe,  and 
the  brilliant  appearance  of  his  guefts,  he 
has  thefe  fingular  paffages.  "  Amiable 
Prince,  hadft  thou  lived,  thou  wouldft 
have  become  the  King  of  Courtefy ;  and 
the  Emperor  of  the  Brave  and  Honour- 
able. Cruel  Death!  thou  may 'ft  boaft 
thy  conqueft  over  the  beft  Knight  that 
ever  lived  !  Why  didft  thou  not  launch 
thy  darts  againft  the  many  wicked,  whom 
thou  ftill  permitteft  to  live,  the  vile  bur- 
then of  this  univerfe  ?  May  the  virtues 
of  this  young  King  fcrve  as  a  model  for 
all  thofe  to  whom  he  was  known,  I  im- 
plore 
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plorc  the  mercy  of  God,  who  died  to 
fave  us,  that  he  will  vouchfafe  to  place 
him  in  honourable  company,  and  in  that 
region  where  is  neither  pain  or  forrow  !** 

The  King  of  England,  attributing  to 
Bertrand  the  feditious  condudl  of  his  fon 
Henry,  determined  to  punifli  him ;  he 
befiegcd  the  caftle  of  Hautefort,  and  made 
Bertrand,  and  all  the  garrifon,  prifoners. 
When  Bertrand  was  conduded  to  his  con- 
queror, Henry  reproached  him  with  many 
bitter  taunts. 

**  It  is  you,  then,"  faid  Henry,  *'  who 
boafled,  you  had  more  under Aanding  than 
you  could  make  ufe  of." 

*'  I  HAD  a  right  to  fay  fo  formerly,** 
replied  Bertrand;  •'  but  in  lofing  the 
young  King,  your  fon,  I  have  loft  all  the 
reafon  and  the  ability  I  once  poflefled/* 

At  the  name  of  his  fon,  Henry  wept. 

**  Ah,  Bertrand  !'*  he  cried,  **  unfortim- 

K  4  Ate 
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at  e  Bertrand !  your  mind  might  well  be 
perplexed  on  lofing  my  fon  ;  for  he  loved 
you  moft  tenderly  ;  and  I,  for  the  paren- 
tal love  I  bore  him,  reftore  to  you  your 
liberty,  your  caflle,  your  pofleffions!  I 
reftore  to  you  my  favour  and  friendfhip  ; 
and  I  will  give  you  five  hundred  markp, 
to  repair  the  mifchief  1  have  done  you.*' 

Bertrand  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet, 
and  fvvore  to  him  a  faithful  and  everlaft- 
ing  attachment. 

All  hiftorians  atteft,  that  Henry  v^as 
a  good  father-  Notwithftanding  the  con- 
tinual revolts  of  his  children,  the  death 
of  his  eldefl:  fon  had  filled  him  with  bit- 
ter grief;  and  this  fenfibllity  of  mind, 
joined  to  the  fpirit  of  chivalry,  might  na- 
turally produce  this  heroic  a<St  of  gene- 
rofity.  Ancient  manners  afford  many 
lingular  contrafts  of  violence  and  of 
bounty. 

No 


r^ 
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No  one  was  more  fubjedl  to  excefs  of 
paffioQ  than  Bertrand,  and  to  keen  fatire 
on  his  enemies.  Having  fome  pique 
againfl:  Alphonfo  II.  King  of  Arragon, 
he  wrote  with  feverity  againft  him,  ac- 
cufmg  him  of  detaining  money  confided 
to  his  charge  ;  and  of  borrowing,  with- 
out repaying :  and  he  adds,  that  the 
perfon  of  whom  he  had  borrowed  the  mo- 
ney, being  attacked  by  fome  Jews,  and 
in  his  own  defence  killing  one  of  the  ag- 
greflbrs,  the  Jews  complained  to  Al- 
phonfo, and  promifed  him  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, if  he  would  deliver  up  the  accufed 
to  their  vengeance ;  the  money  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  victim  delivered  up  to 
their  fury. 

William  Borgedon,  a  writer  of 
that  time,  declares  pofitively,  that  the 
Jews  had  him  burnt  on  Chriftmas>-day. 
Bertratld  does  not  relate  this  tragical  end ; 
but  continues  to  reproach  Alphonfo  with 
bitternefs, 

*'All 
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'«  All  the  world  fpeaks  ill  of  this 
Prince.  I  would  have  been  at  peace  with 
him,  but  he  is  fo  difloyal,  and  wicked  j 
to  corred  him,  he  muft  be  ftiarply  dealt 
with. 

*'  One  of  his  vaflals  related  to  me  a 
bafe  adion  he  was  guilty  of  toward  a 
Gentleman.  This  Gentleman  had  invited 
him  to  a  repaft ;  the  moment  he  entered 
his  houfe,  he  expelled  his  hofl,  and 
ufurped  his  eftate. 

"  Having  fcnt  a  number  of  Knights 
to  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Caftile,  fifty 
of  which  were  taken  prifoners  in  a  battle ; 
he  exaded  from  that  prince  the  payment 
j  of  their  ranfom  ;  but  he  carried  off  the 
money,  and  left  them  in  prifon. 

"  It  was  juftly  prophccicd  of  Al- 
phonfo,  from  his  youth,  that  he  would  be 
neither  enterprifing,  nor  brave;  for  he 
was  always  obferved  to  gape  when  they 

difcourfcd 
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difcourfed  of  war  and  battles ;  and,  when 
a  young  King  behaves  thus,  it  mud  be 
from  diflike  to  martial  exploits,  and  igno* 
ranee  in  feats  of  arms.'* 

The  wars  of  Richard,  with  Philip  Au- 
'  guftus,  opened  a  new  field  to  our  Trou- 
badour, in  which  to  exercife  his  martial 
inclinations,  and  vent  the  fatire  of  his 
fpirit-  Attached  to  the  firil  of  thefe  il- 
luftrious  rivals,  he  was  unjuft  to  the  other, 
and  this  is  the  natural  confequence  of  a 
prejudiced  and  pafllonate  mind. 

The  Provenfal  manufcripts  afford  fome 
particulars  of  thefe  contefts,  not  mentioned 
in  hiftory,  and  which  are  well  deferving 
of  a  jplace  in  biography, 

A  BLOODY  battle  was  preparing  on  both 
fides ;'  the  two  Kings  of  France  and  Eng- 
land at  the  head  of  their  troops,  were  only 
feparated  by  the  river  Seure,  near  the  Niort. 
They  continued  in  the  view  of  each  other 

fifteen 
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fifteen  days^  retained  in  this  fituation  by 
their  clergy,  whofe  endeavours  were  un- 
intermitting  to  promote  peace,  and  favc 
the  effufion  of  human  blood. 

One  day,  when  Richard  was  going  to 
pafs  the  river,  and  the  French  army  waited 
with  impatience  the  fignal  for  battle,  the 
prelates,  and  the  monks,  with  their  cru- 
cifixes in  hand,  conjured  the  two  mo- 
narchs  to  facrifice  their  cruel  enmity  to 
the  God  of  peace  and  love.  Philip  pro- 
tcfted,  that  he  would  never  difarm,  if 
Richard  did  not  reftore  to  him  Gifors,  and 
do  him  homage  for  Normandy,  Foitou, 
and  Aquitaine. 

Richard,  exafperated  at  thefe  de* 
mands,  mounts  his  horfe,  puts  on  his  hel- 
met, and  commands  to  found  the  charge^ 
He  had  corrupted  the  Champenoife  with 
bribes ;  they  were  in  the  army  of  Philip, 
and  he  relied  on  their  defedion.  At  the 
moment  of  giving  battle,  they  alone,  of 

all 
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all  Philip's  troops,  were  difobedient  to 
bis  orders.  Diftrefled^  by  their  refufaU 
to  advance  agaiod  the  enemy,  Philip  af- 
fembled  the  prelates,  and  monks,  who 
had  exerted  themfelves  £0  much  to  pro- 
mote peace,  and  fent  them  to  the  King  of 
England,  with  a  promife  to  conclude  it. 
Their  exhortations  were  now  efFe(2ual» 
becaufe  they  were  accompanied  with  very 
advantageous  offers. 

Philip  Augustus  ceded  Giforsto  Ri- 
chard, the  demand  of  the  homage  was 
fufpended,  and  peace  was  ratified.  The 
Provencal  hiftorian  adds,  that  after  this 
the  two  Kings  became  oeconomifts,  and 
even  mifers,  expending  their  money  osdy 
in  the  purchafe  of  land,  and  accoutre- 
ments for  the  chace.  This  the  Barons  be- 
held with  chagrin;  for  they  were  expofed 
to  many  troubles  and  vexations  from  the 
parfimonious  conduct  of  thefe  monarchs. 
Bertrand  was,  in  particular,,  afflided  at 
this  event  j  war  was  his  fole  delight,  and 

his 
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his  fortune^  no  lefs  than  his  ambition^ 
fuflFcred  from  this  league;  he  therefore 
employed  every  effort  to  rekindle  the  fire 
of  difcord.  His  fatire  rendered  him  for- 
midable to  all  Princes  ;  and  he  made  ufe 
of  it,  without  reftraint,  on  this  occafion. 

He  accufed  Richard  and  Philip  of  ab- 
jeA  cowardice ;  and  above  all  the  latter, 
whom  he  hated. 

"  How  contemptible,"  fays  he,  "  is 
an  armed  King,  who  (loops  to  treat, 
when  he  flxould  charge  his  foe/* 

A  SMALL  fpark  is  fufficient  to  kindle 
the  flame  of  war.  The  provinces  were 
all  in  confufion.  Richard,  more  arrogant 
than  ever,  behaved  with  the  greateft  in- 
juftice,  and  Philip  complained  bitterly  of 
his  inf rations.  At  laft,  thefe  furious  ri- 
vals agreed  on  an  interview.  Philip  broke 
out  into  invedlives;  Richard  gave  him 
the  lie,  and  they  feparated  in  a  rage,  after 
a  mutual  defiance  of  each  other. 

Ber- 
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Bertrand  triumphed  in  his  fuccefs, 
and  wrote  another  piece,  to  widen  the 
breach  he  had  made.  In  it  he  compares 
the  King  of  France  to  monks,  who  love 
idlenefs  ;  and  fpurs  him  on  by  the  exam-- 
pie  of  Richaxd. 

"  He  loves  war/  adds  Bertrand,  *^  as 
much  as  the  Algais."  The  Algais  were 
four  brothers,  famous  robbers*  who,  at 
the  head  of  eleven  thoufand  villains,  pil- 
Jaged  and  deftroyed  the  country  around. 
By  this  comparifon,  their  profeflion  ap- 
peared, no  doubt,  to  Bertrand,  worthy  to 
exalt  even  monarchs  themfelves. 

On  the  firft  fignal  of  war  between  the 
two  Kings,  he  did  not  fail  to  excite  the 
fiery  mind  of  Richard,  by  his  applaufe. 
This  Prince,  and  the  poet,  called  one  an- 
other by  the  nick-names  of  Oc,  and  No ; 
and  this  was  a  common  pradice  with  per- 
fons  in  this  age,  united  by  friendfhip,  or 
iutercft.     Thus  Bertrand  took  the  name 

of 
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Railaj  with  Qeoffroi  of  Brctagne ;  and, 
with  young  Henry,  crowned  King  of  Eng- 
land, the  name  of  Marinier.  This  is  a 
convincing  proof  of  his  familiarity  with 
thefe  Princes,  and  the  aflFability  of  the 
great  to  their  favourites.  The  devotioa 
or  ambition  of  the  crufades  reconciled 
Philip  and  Richard,  in  appearance.  It  is 
well  known  what  reafon  the  latter  had  to 
repent  this  expedition,  from  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  his  attempts  againft  the  Saracens;, 
from  his  long  imprifomnent  in  Germany, 
and  the  diforders  which  arofe  in  his  domi- 
nions, during  his  abfencc  ;  the  Barons  of 
Limoufin,  and  of  Perigord,  excited  com«- 
motions,  and  regained  feveral  of  the 
places  Richard  had  cooquered. 

The  league  that  took  place  between 
Philip  and  Richard,  was  in  vain  oppofed 
by  Bertrand  :  but,  on  their  return  from 
the  holy  war,  he  employed  his  pen  in 
exciting  the  vengeance  of  Richard  againft 
the  fadious  Barons,  who  now  in  their 

turn 
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turn  cjcperienced  the  rudenefs  of  his  di^ 
tire. 

It  would-be  furprifing  to  find  a  cha- 
rader    like  Bcrtrand'Sj    famed  for  gal- 
lantry y  but  this  was  neceffary  to  form  a 
complete  Knight.     The  Princefs  Helene, 
fifter  of  King  Richard,   who  afterward 
married  the  Duk^of  Sslkc,  andwa$mo« 
thcr  of -the  Emperor  Otho,  did  not  dif- 
dain  the  homage  of  Bertrand-     Richard 
hhmfelf,  then  Count  of  Poitou,  had  en- 
couraged the  love  of  the  poet,  by  recom- 
mending it  to  him  to  do  all  honour,  and' 
f         procure  all  the  diverfion  poffible  fot  his 
fifter.     Helene,    on  her  part,  appeated' 
fenfible  to  the  glory  of  being  celebrated 
by  fuch  a  lover.     Bertrand  fpeaks  of  He- 
lene as  the  moft  excellent  lady  in  the  wopIA 
•*  Nothing  like  her  is  to  be  met  with, 
cither  on  fea  or  land.''     At  the  time  of 
this  commendation,  he  did  indeed  want 
for  every  thing,  being  in  the  midft  of 
L  a  camp. 
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a  camp)  where  they  had  neither  eaten  nor 
drank  at  midday. 

B£RTR  AND  charmed  even  Hunger  her- 
f^lf,  by  finging  the  praifes  of  beautiful 
Helene.  It  is  probable,  however,  this 
paflion  only  glanced  on  bis  heart;  for. 
Maenzy  of  Montagnac,  daughter  of  the 
Vifcount  of  Turenne,  and  the  wife  of 
Tallerand,  brother  of  the  Vifcount  of  Pe- 
rigord)  infpired  him  with  a  more  ardent 
and  tender  flame ;  but  jealoufy  foon  in<- 
terrupted  their  love.  Bertrand  was  pro- 
fufe  of  his  elogles  on  a  lady  of  Bour* 
gundy,  named  Guifcarde»  who  had  mar- 
ried the  Vifcount  of  Comborn ;  and  who,* 
before  her  marriage,  had  compofed  fome 
verfcs  in  honour  of  Bertrand.  Maenz 
fufpeded  Bertrand  of  giving  her  a  rival, 
and  difmiffed  him  from  her  prefence;  pe- 
netrated  with  grief,  he  compofed  the  fol- 
lowing lines,  fingular  for  their  turn  of 
expreffion. 

«*  I  DIS- 
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.  **  I  DiscuLPATE  myfelf,  fori  merit 
not  the  cenfure  caft  upon  me ;  for  pity. 
Madam,  do  not  fuffer  me  to  be  banifhed 
from  your  frank,  Honeft,  and  amiable 
perfon.  At  the  firft  flight,  let  me  lofe 
my  fpar^hawk ;  let  falcons  carry  it  away, 
and  tear  it  before  my  eyes,  if  I  do  not 
prefer  the  thoughts  of  you,  to  the  love 
and  favour  of  another  ! 

**  May  I  be  on  horfeback  during  a 
fiorm,  with  the  bridle  faflened  to  my 
neck  ;  my  reins  be  fo  fhort,  that  I  cannot 
fiir ;  may  my  hoft»  at  the  inn,  be  in  the 
Tiled  humour,  if  my  accufer  has  not  be- 
lied me  1 

**  My  Lady  quits  me  for  another 
Knight.  I  know  not  what  will  become 
of  me,  nor  what  oath  to  make  for  my 
juftification.  May  the  wind  fail  me  at 
fea;  may  I  be  drubbed  by  the  porters, 
when  I  enter  the  King's  court ;  and  may 
they  behold  me  fly  in  battle,  if  he  is  not 
;..;  Lz  an 
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an  impofbr,  wtio  has  fo  viUainoufl/  be* 
lied  mo  r 

'  I^  ap0th«r  of  hi$  pieces*  ke  fiatters: 
Miitnz  in  the  mbft  lavifli  manner^  taibften 
her  anger*  afcrihing  to  her  -  the  different 
perfediofis  of  all  other  women  >  but  %tf 
inflexible  rigour  towards  him,  determined' 
him  to  leave  her,  and  offer  his  heart  to 
Tiberge  de  Montaufier,  a  Lady  who  was 
celebrated  for  her  beauty,  >kn€)w4ege,  and 
virtue.  This  generous-  woman  appeared- 
a&'iCb&if  as  well  as  flattered*  by  his  ad- 
drelTes,  and  feeks  tareeonclte  him  to  bis- 
miilreis.  ^>  If  yoa  have  not  wronged 
her,"  fays  (he,  *'  I  fhall  know  it ;  and,  if 
you  are  true*  I  will  do  my  utmoft  to  re- 
flore  y6u  to  the  favour  oi*  Maenz  :  but, 
if  you  are  culpable*  neither  will  I,  nor 
ought  any  other*  to  take  you  lAt^  their 
fcrvice,^ 

Bertrand,   fatisfied  with  this  gener- 
ous offer,  promifed  the  Lady  of  Mpn- 

tauder 
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taufier  to  love  none  but  her,  if  he  couH 
not  recover  the  good  graces  of  Maenz ; 
and  (he  promifed,  on  her  part,  to  take 
him  for  her  Knight,  if  ihe  could  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  her  negotiation,  Convinbed,  at 
laft,  of  the  innocence  of  the  Troubadour, 
Maenz  reftorqd  him  to  her  favour^  dxadt- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  (fo  ferious  and  nige 
of  honour  were  they  in  thefe  love  affairSi) 
that  he  (hould  go  and  take  a  folemn  leaVje 
of  the  Lady  of  Montaufier ;  and  get  him- 
felf  difculpated,  by  her,  frotn  the  fort  of 
oath  he  had  taken. 

Bertrand  celebrates  this  reconcilia- 
tion in  a  piece,  not  given;  where,  mixing 
gallantry  with  very  oppofite  ideas,  he 
concludes  with  faying,  "  The  firft  laws 
of  honour  are,  to  make  war ;  to  tilt  at 
Advent,  and  at  Eafter;  and  to  enrich  wo- 
men with  the  fpoils  of  the  concjuered." 

Maenz,  of  Montagnac,  was  alfo  court- 

.cd  by  Richard,  Count  of  Poitou ;  Qcof- 

L  3  froi, 
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froi,  G>uQt  of  Bretagnei  Alphonfo,  Kmg 
of  Arragon;  and  Raimond^  Count  of 
Thouloufe  :  but  (he  preferred  Bertrand  to 
them  all.  She  chofe  him,  fays  the  Pro- 
veQ9al  hiftorian,  for  her  lover,  and  her 
Lord.  But  fuch  exalted  rivals  g^ve  Ber- 
trand unealinefs,  and  he  fought  to  remove 
them,  by  an  odious  piece,  in  which  he 
fuUied  the  honour  of  Maenz.  How  ill 
does  fuch  a  charge  accord  with  the  pure, 
and  ancient  laws  of  love ;  and,  without 
regarding  the  rank  of  his  rivals,  any 
more  than  the  reputation  of  his  miflrefs, 
he  adds,  *^  I  cannot  endure  a  great  Lord, 
who  never  gives  money  or  courtefy ;  who 
accufes  people  wrongfully ;  who  afks  fa- 
vours, but  grants  none  j  who  refufes  to 
recompence  the  fervices  done  him  ;  who 
knows  only  how  to  hunt  and  hawk ;  and 
who  is  wholly  ignorant,  both  of  love  and 
of  arms." 

Discord    reigned  even  in  his  love; 
and  the  character  of  Bertrand,  through- 
out) 
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out,  is  violent  and  fevere  :  rni,  as  it  was 
his  continual  aim  to  promote  quarrels» 
he  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  I  would  have 
the  great  Barons  in  continual  feuds  with 
one  another.  The  demon  of  ill  nature 
feemed  to  have  poflTeflion  of  his  foul,  not* 
withftanding  all  his  pretences  to  love  and 
gallantry,  of  which  he  feems  to  make  a 
joke,  by  the  turn  of  fome  of  his  expref- 
iions ;  and  to  ad  in  the  bafeft  manner,  if 
his  condudt  towards  Maenz  is  to  be  his 
Judge  iii  others. 

Having  done  all  the  mifchlef  he  could 
in  his  life,  he  pioully  finifhed  his  courfe 
among  the  monks  of  Citteaux,  which 
jdid  not,  however,  prevent  Dante  from 
placing  him  ia  his  Inferno,  for  having 
divided  the  head  and  the  members ;  he 
means  the  arming  the  young  King  of 
England  againft  his  father,  Henry  II. 
There,  according  to  the  Italian  poet,  he  is 
coodenined  to  carry  his  own  head,  in  the 
L4  ibftpe 
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ihapc  of  a  lanthorn)  after  its  being  £epa« 
rated  from  his  body. 

The  chief  things  concerning  Al- 
phonfo  II.  King  of  Arragon,  being  given 
in  this  lifCf  the  account  of  this  King  will 
be  palTed  over^  it  being  only  faid  of  him, 
that  he  favoured  the  Troubadours>  and 
was  therefore  flattered  by  mod  of  them ; 
though  fo  notorious,  as  we  have  feen,  for 
his  vices.  Ampng  the  Troubadours, 
adds  the  Proven9al  hiftorian,  was  a  fon 
of  this  Bert  rand,  who  thus  writes  againft 
the  infamous  cowardice  of  John,  King  of 
England  2  "  He  fufFered  himfclf  to  be 
ftripped  of  his  pofleffions  in  his  life ;  his 
honour  was  funk  into  the  duft,  and  he 
appeared  flattered,  rather  than  grieved, 
with  the  ihame  and  reproach  that  was 
poured  upon  his  defpoiled  bead/' 


OGIER,, 
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O    G   I    E    R. 

OGIER  was  born  in  Saint  Donat,  t 
town  in  the  Vicnnois.;  he  reHded 
a  long  time  in  Lombardy,  and  flourifhed 
in  the  twelfth  century.  Moft  of  his 
pieces  are  a  mere  play  upon  words.  "  As 
I  fhall  be  always  their  fervant,  to  diflerve 
in  ferving  the  corrupted  corrupters,  fur- 
rounded  by  their  bafe  counfellors,  who 
counfel  their  difdain  of  honour."  This 
fpecimen  may  very  well  fuflSce  for  this 
ftyle  of  writing;  but,  in  another  piece, 
in  which  he  refers  to  the  tragical  death  of 
the  Vifcount  of  Beziers,  nature  raifes 
him  above  fux:h  an  affeded  jargon* 

The  relation  of  this  unhappy  event  is 
given  in  the  hiftory  of  Languedoc  j  and 
not  only  merits  notice  for  its  nngularity» 

but 
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but  for  the  pathetic  lamentation  of  our 
Troubadour. 

Raimond  Trancaval,  Vifcount  of 
Bcziers,  went  to  the  fuccour  of  one  of 
his  nephews,  who  was  attacked  by  his 
enemies.  On  the  way,  a  citizen  of  Be- 
ziers  quarrelled  with  a  Knight,  and  took 
from  him  his  fumpter-horfe.  Enraged 
with  this  injury,  and  animated  by  the 
other  Knights,  the  gentleman  went  and 
complained  to  the  Vifcount,  demanding 
fatisfadion  for  this  infult ;  the  Knights 
even  threatened  Trancaval,  to,  abandon 
him,  if  he  did  not  render  them  immediate 
juftice.  Trancaval,  therefore,  delivered 
up  the  citizen,  on  whom  they  infliaed  a 
puniflimcnt,  not  fevere  in  itfelf,  but 
which  Would  refled  diflionour  on  him 
through  his  future  life.  All  the  citizens 
of  Beziers  were  refolved  to  revenge  them- 
felves  on  Trancaval  for  this  adtion. 

.When  the  campaign  was  ended^ 
and  the  Vifcount  returned  home,  a  few  of 

thefe 
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thefe  citizens,  deputed  by  the  reft,  went 
to  TrancavaU  and  intreated  him  to  repair 
the  difgrace  which  was  fallen  on  their 
whole  body.  The  Vifcount,  naturally 
civil  and  benevolent,  replied  with  great 
gentlenefs,  that  he  would  advife  with  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  would  willingly 
fix  a  day,  to  make  all  the  amends  in  hb 
power,  for  that,  which  necellity  afone  ob- 
liged  him  to  do. 

They  appeared  fatisfied  with  his  an- 
fwer.  The  day  came ;  it  was  on  Sunday 
the  1 5th  of  Odlober,  1 1 67.  He  went  to 
the  church  of  the  Magdalen,  followed  by 
his  whole  court. 

The  principal  citizens  came  thither 
foon  after,  armed  with  cuirafles,  and 
poinards  under  their  cloaths.  The  man, 
who  thought  himfelf  injured,  advanced 
the  firft,  and  faid  to  the  Vifcount,  **  Be- 
hold a  miferable  wretch,  weary  of  life, 
fmce  he  cannot  live  without  fhame ;  tell 

us; 
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U8,  therefore!  my  Lord/  will  you  repair 
the  wrong  you  have  done  me  V* 

The  Vifcount  replied  with  great  affa- 
bility, "  That  he  {hould  refer  this  mat- 
ter (as  he  had  promifed)  to  the  council  of 
his  Lords,  and  the  decifioq  of  the  citi- 
zcns,'* 

^\  You  would  do  well,"  replied  the  ci- 
tizen, "  if  our  reproach  could  be  wiped 
away ;  but  that  being  impoilible^  it  muft 
be  wafhed  off  in  your  blood  !" 

The  confpirators  inftantly  drew  out 
their  poniards,  and,  throwing  themfelves 
furioufly  on  their  Lord,  they  affaffinated 
.him  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  with  all  his 
friends,  and  his  Barons,  notwithftanding 
the  zealous  efforts  of  the  Eifhop,  whom 
they  alfo  wounded,  as  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  defend  Trancaval  from  their  rage ; 
{0  horrid  and  atrocious  was  their  pafiion 

for 
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for  revenge!     Ogier  thus   laments  this 
dreadful  cajtaftropbew 

«*  Mv  heart  is  fo  oppreffed  with  grief, 
that  I  (hould  tbinV  a  whole  life  too  fhort, 
to  lament  the  death  of  the  brave^  the 
gbodi  the  glorious  Vifcount  of  Beziers ; 
the  mofl:  valiant^  the  moft  courteous^  the 
moft  joyoue^  and  the  heft  Knight,  that 
was  ever  in  ihis  world !  Never  was  hea- 
ven fo  outraged,  as  by  thefe  renegade 
dogs,  who  mafTacred  hinii  and  who  flew 
his  friends  ind  Barons  furrounding  their 
amiablfe  Prince.  What  horror  muft  come 
upon  high  and  low,  when  they  refledlt 
that  the  love  and  humanity  of  fo  kind  a 
Lord  was  forgotten!  Alas,  he  is  dead? 
and  to  whom  fhall  we  now  appeal  ? 

"A  THOUSAND  Knights  of  high  birth 
are  become  fatherlefs  ;  and  as  many  La* 
dies  of  rank  and  merit  afHided,  and  de-> 
folate  widows.  May  God,  who  made  thfe 
Holy  Trinity  of  himfelf,  receive  thofe 

fouU! 
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fouI$,  which  the  wicked  have  feot  from 
hencct  into  his  Para^dife  of  peace  and 
joy!" 

Among  the  other,  pieces  of  Ogicr, 
there  is  fo  jud  a  fatire  againil^thofe  old 
women,  who  ufe  art  to  cover  their 
wrinkles,  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  in* 
iert  it ;  and  it  may  ferve  as  a  relief  to  the 
mind,  after  the  tragical  ftory  above  re- 
lated. 

•«  I  CANNOT  bear  the  red  and  white 
faces  the  old  put  on,  and  which  they 
compofe  of  an  ointment,  made  of  an  egg 
beaten  up,  and  white  fmeared  over  that, 
which  makes  their  old  battered  fkins  (hincj 
from  the  forehead  to  the  ihoulder. 

^^  I  HOLD  that  man  for  a  fool,  who  is 
fond  of  fuch  a  painted  vifage ;  and  it  is 
a  great  (hame  for  a  woman,  who  has  loft 
her  beauty,  to  occupy  herfelf,  with  fo 
much  anxiety,  about  her  appearance  and 

drefs. 
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drefs.  Inftead  of  this  folicitude  for  her 
body,  which  is  perifhing,  (he  (hould  em« 
ploy  herfelf  in  the  falvation  of  her  foul." 

There  are  no  other  particulars  con- 
cerning this  Troubadour,  or  the  time  in 
which  he  died. 


PETER    d'AUVERGNE. 

PEter  d'Auvergne  was  the  fon  of 
a  citizen,  in  the  diocefe  of  Cler-* 
mont.  A  talent  for  poetry,  joined  to  a 
fine  figure^  an  amiable  charader,  and  a 
cultivated  mind,  procured  him  much  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  many  high  Barons^  and  noble 
Ladies,  treated  him  with  favour.  He 
pafTed,  fays  the  Proven9al  manufcript^ 
for  the  beft  writer  among  the  Trouba- 
dours, till  the  appearance  of  Geraud  Bor- 
njcil  i  but  he  is  reproached  by  fome,  for 

praifing 
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praifing   his  own  works  immoderately^ 
and  for  equally  ceofuring  thofe  of  others. 

He  was  fo  well  received  by  the  La-^ 
dies,  that,  after  reciting  his  works  to  them» 
be  received  the  reward  of  a  kifs  from 
thofe  who  pleafed  him  the  moft ;  and  the 
beautiful  Clarette>  of  Baux,  daughter  of 
the  Lord  of  Berre,  had  almoft  always 
the  preference  in  his  love.  One  of  his 
fongs  to  this  Lady^  is  in  the  following 
iimple  (lyle. 

•*  Go,  fwcet  nightingale,  go  to  the 
beauty  I  adore ;  tell  her  my  feelings,  and 
acquaint  thy felf  with  her's;  let  her  charge 
thee  to  tell  me,  fhe  forgets  me  not.  Do 
not  (lay;  fly  fall  back,  and  bring  me 
word  what  thou  liaft  heard ;  for  I  have 
neither  parent,  nor  friend  in  the  world, 
from  whom  I  fo  much  wifli  to  receive  in- 
telligence."' The  pretty  bird  departs ;  he 
files  gaily  along,  inquiring  every  where, 
till  he  finds  my  fair  one.    On  the  view 

of 
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of  her  he  begins  thofe  melting  founds, 
which  he  warbles  forth.     On  beholding 
the  ftar  of  the  evening,  on  a  fudden  he 
becomes  (ilent,  and  refleds  in  what  man- 
ner he  ftiould   obtain  her  notice;   then 
perching  near  her,    he  fpeaks   thus  :— 
"  Your  loyal  friend  has  difpatched  me  to 
you,  to  pour  forth  thofe  notes  that  may 
pleafe  and  delight  you.    What  fliall  1  tell 
him,  when  he  comes  breathlefs  to  meet 
me  at  my  return  ?  If  he  receives  a  fa- 
vourable anfwer,  you  ought  to  feel  an 
equal  joy,  fince  he  loves  you  more  than 
ever ;— but  you   are   filent.     I    perceive 
that  my  meflage  is  ill  received.     Your 
friend,  I  proteft  to  you,  places  all  his  hap- 
pinefs  in  your  love  !   Why  do  you  paufe  ? 
Embrace  love  while  it  is  offered ;   feize 
the  happy  moment ;   it  is  a  flower  that 
fwiftly  fades  away !" 

The  Lady  thus  replied.    "  Ycur  pretty 

bird  came  direQly  to  me  ;  your  meflage 

I  received  with  joy ;  he  will  aflure  you, 

M  my 


i62      THE    HISTORY   OF 

my  kind  friend^  that  your  abfence  afflids 
me  much ;  for  no  one  interefts  me  like 
yourfelf :  but  you  quitted  me  too  foon; 
and,  had  I  forefeen  your  abfence,  you 
would  not  have  received  fuch  proofs  of 
my  regard.  I  now  regret  my  pad  ten- 
dernefs.  My  heart  is  fo  penetrated  with 
love,  that  I  am  always  melancholy,  al- 
ways fighing  for  the  obje<5t  of  my  affec- 
tion. When  with  him,  I  live  in  joy  I 
I  would  not  change  him  for  ought  the 
world  could  beftow.  I  wait  with  impa- 
tience to  behold  him*  True  love,  like 
go!d,  continues  always  refining ;  mine 
for  you  is  always  increafing.  Gentle 
bird,  depart;  tell  him  how  much  I  love 
him  !  tell  it  him  in  thy  foftcft  tone.  Fly; 
make  hafte. — What !  art  thou  not  yet 
gone  ?*' 

The  other  fonnets  of  this  Troubadour 
are  a  proof,  that,  notwithftanding  all  his 
tendernefs,  he  was  not  happy  in  love.  In 
one  of  them  he  fpcal.o  cf  the  falfehood 

of 
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of  women,*  and  determines  to  renounce 
them  all.  Whatever  they  fay,  he  will 
never  more  return  to  the  follies,  and  paf- 
(ions  of  this  world  ;  but  in  God  alone 
will  feek  peace  and  confolation.  In  an- 
other piece  he  very  Iharply  declainis  againft 
thofe  hulbatids,  who  form  connexions 
out  of  their  families.  "  From  thefe 
adulteries,"  he  adds,  "  arife  children* 
without  courage,  honour,  and  merit ;  pof- 
fefling  titles  and  wealth  that  belongs  not  , 
unto  them.*'  In  another  fonnet  he  re- 
marks  the  caprice  of  human  nature. 
"  Each  one  is  eager  to  obtain  what  he 
defires  ;  but,  when  attained,  it  becomes  a 
fource  of  chagrin  and  anxiety.  All  men 
ought  to  be  circumfped  in  their  deiires, 
and  their  adions ;  for  the  fccrets  of  all 
hearts  are  foon  divulged  :  fweetnefs  is 
turned  into  bitternefs,  and  tendernefs  into 
hatred." 

His  pride  was  fufficiently  proved  in 

his  pieces,  where  he  calumniates  all  the- 

M  2  other 
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other  Troubadours ;  and  (peaks  of  him* 
ielf  as  the  onljr  man  in  the  world,  i?ho 
compofes  with  perfeft  judgment. 

**  Peter  Rogiers  flags  always  of 
love  ;  but  he  would  do  better  to  (ing  his 
Pialter,  and  carry  a  chandelier  to  churchy 
with  a  lighted  taper." — He  w^^s  probably 
an  inferior  defk. 

•'  GiRARD  DE  BoRNEiLTcfembles  an 
old  fheet,  burnt  in  the  fun,  with  his  thin 
and  languid  compofitions ;  fit,  at  the  heft, 
for  old  women,  who  draw  water  at  a 
fountain. 

**  The  father  of  Bernard}  dc  Ventadoor 
was  a  bad  archer,  and  his  mother  gathered 
faggots  to  heat  the  oven* 

•*  Brival  Limousin  refembles  a  fick 
pilgrim,  who  fings  to  the  mob.  1  have 
compaffion  on  him* 

'*  William  de  Ribes  is  like  a  tree> 
which  is  breaking ;  and,  to  fee  his  eycs^ 

*  .  one 
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one  fhould  take  him  for  one  of  the  heads 
which  are  fixed  on  the  walls  of  churches/' 


He  fpeaks  of  the  reft  in  ftill  lower 
terms ;  and  this  is  frequent  with  thofe 
who  encourage  cenforious  difpofitions^ 
they  generally  defcend  at  laft  to  ribaldry. 

This  Troubadour  might  be  compared 
to  a  frog,  who  went  about  croaking 
againft  his  fellows.  In  his  time,  all  poetry 
went  under  the  name  of  verfe,  till  Girard 
de  Borneil  introduced  the  i\ame  of  fonnet, 
which  exprefled  the  gallant  pieces  that 
were  fung. 

After  having  lived  long  in  the  world, 
with  honour,  Peter  d*  Auvergne  embraced 
the  monadic  ftate,  and  died  a  monk. 


M  3  IZARN, 
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IZARN,     A    DOMINICAN^ 

Missionary  and  Inquisitor. 

THERE  is  no  account  given  of  this 
Troubadour,  but  that  he  wrote  a 
piece  which  is  called,  T/ie  Coritroverfy  of 
Izarriy  with  an  Albigenfe  Theologian.  It  is 
a  precious  monument  of  the  dodrine  then 
imputed  to  thefe  heretics,  and  (hews  in  what 
manner  they  attempted  to  convince  them 
of  their  error,  and  to  inforce  their  argu- 
ments by  the  dread  of  torture. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
**  It  is  a  fpeaking  image  of  the  ancient 
Inquifition.'* 

"  Answer  me,  heretic!  talk  a  little 
with  me :  but  I  have  heard,  thou  wilt 
not,  unlefs  thou  art  forced.  Thou  doft 
make  a  fine  mock  of  God,  in  denying  thy 

faith, 
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from  fo  bad  a  father  a^  iko  devil.  The 
true  father  of  mao  is  God ;  Formavit 
hominem  adimaginem^  ^  Jimilitudinemfiuim. 
Here  are  two  great  teflimonies  to  con* 
vince  thee ;  but,  if  they  fuflScc  not,  thou 
ihalt  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  third  proof. 
Suppofingi  as  thou  fayeft,  the  devil  did 
make,  thee  from  head  to  foot,  1  will  de- 
xnonflrate  to  thee  this  was  impoflibie. 
Neither  Solomon,  nor  any  prophet,  nei- 
ther Apoftle,  nor  Pope,  has  faid  that  fal- 
vation  was  produced  by  the  work  of  thq 
devil ;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  not  fo  re- 
mifs,  as  to  fix  his  refidence  in  the  edifice 
of  Satan :  but  thou  art  as  wafteful  of  the 
Holy  Ghaft,  as  if  it  was  lard ;  and  thou 
doft  pretend,  by  this  prodigality,  to  fave 
the  fouls  of  thy  brethren." 

These  very  fingular  oblervations  are, 
CO  doubt,  over-ftrained,  and  arofe  from 
the  ignorance  of  the  miffionary,  as  to  the 
i;eal  dodrine  of  thefe  heretics ;  but  they 
had  their  foundation  in  the  Manichean 

fyftem. 


THE   TROUBADOURS.     169 

fyftem,  of  two  over-ruling  intelligcncics, 
a  Good,  and  an  Evil  Being.  They  were 
charged  with  believing,  that  God  had 
made  Lucifer,  with  his  angels  ;  that  Ln* 
cifer  had  revolted  againft  God ;  that  be 
had  been  driven  from  heaven,  with  all  his 
angels ;  and  that,  in  his  banifhment,  he 
had  employed  himfelf  in  creating  the  vi- 
iiblc  world,  over  which  he  reigned. 

The  minifters  of  this  fed,  as  many 
modem  fanatics  have  fince  done,  pretend* 
cd  to  communicate  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and, 
10  do  this,  according  to  the  hiftorians  of 
thefe  times,  they  blew  feven  times  into  the 
mouths  of  the  believers.  It  was  this 
which  gave  rife  to  the  pleafantry  of  Izarn, 
who  thus  proceeds. 

*•  Thou  art  on  thy  guard,  and  wilt 
not  preach  thy  dodtrine  in  churches,  or 
in  market-places;  thou  preached  it  in 
woods,  in  thickets,  and  among  the  bufhes, 
where  the  Ladies  Domergua,    Renaud,  \ 

Bernard,  I 

I 


I 
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Bernard,  Garfens,  fit  fpinning  at  their 
diftaflFs.  While  fome  fpin,  and  others 
weave,  the  Gofpel  is  explained,  and  the 
preacher  holds  forth.  Was  there  ever 
fuch  an  aflembly  feen !  people,  who  neither 
know,  how  .  to  read,  nor  write,  yet  pre- 
tending to  deprive  God  of  his  right,  but 
in  vain  -,  for  vfe  have  a  crowd  of  witnef- 
fes,  that  it  was  he  who  formed  the  heaven, 
the  earth,  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the 
fiars ;  and  that  he  calls  the  beings  he  has 
made,  fons  and  brothers,  according  to 
their  order  in  the  creation.  The  prophet 
David  fays,  on  this  fubjed,  Filii  tuijicut 
nofvelUe  olivarumJ' 

It  deferves  notice,  that  the  abfurd  ap-* 
plication  of  this  text  would  hardly  have 
cfcaped  the  mod  ignorant  devotees  of  this 
kGt,  DOtwithftanding  the  ridicule  cad 
upon  them  by  the  miffionary.  It  is  well 
known  the  new  fed  triumphed  in  their 
references  to  the  facred  books  ;  and  that 
the  Inquifitiofi  forbad^the  reading,  them 

in 
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in  the  vulgar .  tongue,  as  if  they  feared 
their  authority. 

This  prohibition  conftrained  the  Albi- 
genfes  to  hold  their  meetings  in  deferts, 
and  in  woods  ;  and  the  precautions  thej 
ufed,  occafioned  the  profoundeft .  igno- 
rance in  the  Catholics  concerning  them. 

*'  Let  us  now  fee,  heretic,"  continues 

Izarn,  ^'  whether  thou  art  not  guilty  of 

an  infamous  perfidy,   in  calling  man  the 

adulterous  child  of  God,   and  in  giving 

him  any  other  father  than  that  holy  and 

juft  one  from  whom  he  is  derived.    Thou 

lieft  like  a  thief;  and  thou  art*  in  truth, 

the  thief  of  fouls  :  but  I  will  put  thee  to 

it :  beyond  reply,  hy  this  other  queftion. 

If  the  devil  has  indeed  made  man,  he  has 

then  made  God  alfo,  who  was  crucified, 

and  who,  before  his  paflion,  was  called 

man,  according  to  thefe  words,  ecce  homo. 

If  my  other  arguments  have  not  (hook 

thee,  this  cannot  fail  j  but  fince  thou  wilt 

•   ' '  have 
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have  one  more^  here  it  is.  If  tboo  haft 
the  power  of  blotting  out  the  fins  of  men, 
and  the  devil  has  not,  of  what  ufe  has  it 
been  to  thee  ?  and  if  thou  doft  not  hold 
this  power  from  God,  as  thou  fayed  thou 
doft  nor,  from  whom  haft  thou,  then,  re- 
ceived it  ?  Thou  doft  not  believe  that  God 
has  created  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  nor 
any  thing  that  doth  now  exift.  Thou  lieft; 
for  St.  John,  who  has  feen  all  his  glory, 
fays  in  his  Gofpel,  Omnia  per  ipfumfaSta 
funtf  &  Jine  ipfofaBum  eji  nihil \  and  this 
is  confirmed  by  thefe  words  of  Saim 
Paul,  Et  in  principio  terrain  fundajii. 
Thefe  writers  merit  belief  much  more  than 
Peter  CapeUa^  and  the  reft  of  the  here- 
tics, and  Vandois,  or  than  thee,  who 
acknowlegeft  not  cGnlefTian.  There  are 
four  authcrtrs,  filled  with  the  Hxily  Ghoft, 
and  with  truth ;  if  thou  refufeft  to  believe 
them,  behold  the  fire,  vrhrch  is  burning 
thy  brethren,  ready  to  confume  thee  !" 

It  muff  be  remarked  here,  that  the 
Vaudois,    properly   fo  called,  were    not 

Mani- 
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Minicheani,  though  Izarn  confiders  them 
as  alio  infected  with  this  herefjr.  Whe- 
ther it  was  ignorance^  or  falfehood,  on  his 
part,  or  that  the  Vaudois,  having  pene- 
trated into  Languedoc,  were  confounded 
with  the  heretics  of  that  country,  cannot 
be  afcertained ;  but,  as  thdr  opinions 
were  efTentially  different,  they  ought  to 
have  been  diftingui/hed  ^  fuch. 

*^  I  WILL  have  thy  anfwer,"  continues 
Izarn,  *^  in  one  or  two  ihort  words.  Ei- 
ther thou  ihalt  be  caft  into  the  fire,  or 
thou  (halt  range  thyfelf  on  our  fide  ;  on 
ours,  I  fay,  who  have  the  true  faith, 
witlx  its  feven  fteps,  which  are,  the  facra- 
ments  of  baptifm,  of  the  iacerdotal  order^ 
of  confeflion,  of  marriage,  of  extreme 
undion,  of  confirmation,  and  of  the 
eucharift,  the  moft  important  of  them 
all,  before  which  every  creature  ought 
profoundly  to  bow  down,  and  which  every 
day  performs  great  miracles ;  for,  whe- 
ther the  Pricft  be  holy  or  wicked,  the  fa- 

crament 
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crament  has  an  equally  powerful  operas 
4ion.  •  When  the  Prieft  begins  the  confe- 
cration»  and  the  vere  (lignum^  &  jujium 
eji^  when; he  pronounces  over  the  hoft, 
and  the  wine  put  into  the  chalice,  the  fa-* 
cred  .words,  which  God  has  ordained, 
they  infallibly  caufe  the  body  of  Jefus 
Chrift  to  defcend,  who  was  delivered  up 
for  us  alL  The  hoft  becomes  his  flefh, 
and  the  wine  becomes  his  blood,  which 
was  (hed  for  our  redemption.  Thus 
oughteft  thou  to  believe^  as  do  we,  and 
all  our  convent,  who  are  Catholics/* 

Ought  this  zealous  Dominican  to  join 
the  veri  dignum  eft  to  the  words  of  con- 
fecration  s .  he  feems,  by  this,  to  make 
them  facramental  words,  and  that  is  very, 
ftrange. 

"  I  will  propofe  to  thee  another  argu- 
ment; it  is  on  the  fubje£t  of  marriage. 
Thou  lieft  up  to  thy  throat,  when  thoa 
denied  it,  and  fayeft,  that  thofe  who  have 

fons 
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ions  and  daughters^  cannot  be  faved: 
We  have  good  proofs  of  the  fandity  of 
this  inftitution  ;  God  himfelf  was  the  an* 
thor  of  it*  to  multiply  the  human  raec^ 
and  to  raife  again  that  world,  which  wKil 
brought  to  ruin  by  the  fall  of  the  evit 
angels.  It  was  he,  who,  to  repair  their 
lofs,  created  man,  and  woman,  defined 
to  become  one  flefh.  £/  erunt  duo  in  came 
una.  Propter  hoc  relinquet  homo  patrem^ 
&  matretn^  &  adharebit  uxors  face.  St; 
Paul  charges  them  to  live  well  together^ 
and  fays,  that  melius  eji  nubere  quam  un\  - 

**  There  is  no  chaftity  fo  agreeable  to 
God,  as  a  faithful  marriage ;  but  there  is 
more  merit  in  living  chaftely,  when  one 
can  be  contented  with  the  ftate  of  virgi- 
nity ♦.  Jefus  Chrift  has  wifely  permitted 
thofe  men  to  be  faved,  who,  by  marriage, 
propagate  their  fpecies.     If  he  had  not 

♦   What  a  flriking   contradiflion   is    this  laft 
affertion  of  Izarn's,  to  what  goes  before. 

approved 
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approved  tnarrtage»  would  he,  for  his  firft 
miracle,  have  turned  the  water  into  wine, 
at  the  court  of  the  Architriclin,  at  whofe 
marriage  he  affiled  ? — ^What!  indocile  to 
Aefe  authorities  of  God,  and  St.  Paul ! 
Wilt  thou  not  yet  yield  ?  Fire  and  torture 
awaits  thee,  and  to  it  thou  flxalt  go  : 
but,  before  they  throw  thee  into  the 
flames,  I  will  give  thy  difmifiion  by  an- 
other argument,  on  the  rcfurrcdion  of 
man,  and  of  woman,  which  thou  dofl:  not 
believe,  nor  the  univerfal  judgement  of 
mankind.  The  word  of  God,  on  this 
fubjed,  is  unchanging,  and  infallible; 
infomuch,  that  if  the  head  of  a  man  was 
beyond  the  boundary  of  the  ocean,  one 
of  his  feet  at  Alexandria,  and  the  other 
at  Mount  Calvary,  one  of  his  hands  in 
France,  and  the  other  at  Haut-Villar  *, 
and  that  the  trunk  was  carried  into  Spain, 
in  fine,  that  every  part  of  him  was  burnt 
to  afties,  powdered  to  duft,  and  fcattered 

*  A  place  now  unknown. 

through 
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through  the  air,  they  would  yet  refume, 
at  the  day  of  judgement,  the  form  they 
had  at  baptifm.     The  proof  of  this  is  in 
fcripture.  In  came  mca  videbo  Deum  faU 
njatoreni  meuniy  quern  vifurus  fum  ego  ipfe 
&  oculi  mei^  &c. — Carnis  refurreSiionem. 
As  God  was  raifed  from  the  dead,  fo  fhall 
we  alfo  be  raifed  ;   and,  if  that  was  im- 
poffible,  our  belief  would  be  the  fame  as 
yours :   but  we   find    many   paflages  in 
Scrfpture,  which  aflures  us,  that  all  the 
dead  fhall  rife  from  their  tombs  at  the 
voice  of  Jefus  Chrift.      Then   fhall  he 
place  the  juft  at  his  right  hand,  and  fay 
unto  them,  Venite  benediSii\  and  caft  the 
unbelieving  reprobates  into  the  abyfa  of 
hell. 

**  But,  thou  heretic,  thou  prq|HfHeft: 
this  cannot  be ;  and  that  the  fouls  of 
thofe  who  are  to  be  faved,  fliall  take  a 
new  body,  not  their  old  one,  but  one  that 
refemblcs  it.  It' is  an  impofturc. — If  Peter 
Capella,  John  Colct,  or  any  other  mail 
N  of 
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of  your  feft,  can  prove  it  is  not,  I  would 
then  join  your  party  ;  but  if  this  wa* 
true,  what  would  become  of  the  word  of 
God,  who  has  promifed  rewards  to  the 
performers  of  good  adions,  if  a  new 
body,  having  had  no  part  in  the  good 
actions  of  the  old  one,  fhould  ftrip  it  of 
the  recompcnce,  which  was  its  due  ? 
Where,  then,  are  the  promifes  of  God  ? 
They  are  infallible ;  and,  therefore,  this 
cannot  be. 

'*  But  let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  moment, 
that  thou  ar^  right  in  this  point,  yet  I 
will  overthrow  thy  dodrine  by  another 
argument. 

"  If  men  have  a  new  body,  and  God 
will  punifh  them  for  the  deeds  done  in 
the  old  body,  may  they  not  plead,  that 
they  have  not  the  body  with  which  they 
could  have  vifited  the  poor,  performed 
alms,  and  other  good  works ;  to  which, 
then,  (hall  it  be  referred  ^  It  is  the  fame 

with 
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with  refpedt  to  rewards ;  to  whom,  then, 
£hall  they  be  given  ?  Anfwer,  heretic 
Dodor ;  there  is  no  lawyer  fubtile  enough 
to  draw  thee  out  of  this  perplexity." 

It  muft  be  owned,  the  Catholic  Doctor 
feems  here  to  give  the  flefh,  and  not  the 
fpirit,  the  whole  power ;  with  him  it  is 
the  body  that  is  to  be  recompenfed,  and 
the  body  that  is  to  be  puniflied.  One 
would  fuppofe,  that  it  was  the  fle(h  which 
had  fentiment,  the  flefh  which  had  merit ; 
and  that  the  juftice  of  God  was  little 
concerned  with  the  fouL  Perhaps  Izarn 
refers  in  this  alfo,  to  the  fyftem  of  the 
Manicheans,  who  admitted  a  fort  of  me- 
tempfychofis,  or  paflage  of  fouls  into 
other  bodies,  after  leaving  thofe  they  had 
before  animated.  But,  if  God  had  or- 
dained it  to  be  thus,  it  is  yet  evident,  that 
virtue  might  ftill  have  been  recompenfcd, 
and  vice  puniflied. 

The   fyflem   of   tranfmigration   came 

from  Afza,  where  it  was  commonly  be- 

N  2  lieve^l. 
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Ueved.  Iz4rn  thus  proceeds.  *«  God 
o^ight  to  pufliffi  ycyui  iu  heU  much  more 
thaa  th^  devils,  fincq  it  is  you  whp.  caufe 
them  I  on  ea^tb,  to  be  adpr^d  aa  God. 
Curfed  heretic !  it  is  you  who  have  drawn 
away  fo  many  men,  and  women,  to  deny 
their  faith,  their  baptifm,  and- their  God  E 
who  deny  him  the  creation  of  alt  the  be- 
ings in  the  univerfe,  and  the  power  of 
fiiving  the  fouls  of  men. 

*'  There  is  no  fin  equal  to  the  fin 
of  herefy !  No.  The  Preaching  Bro- 
thers have  declaimed  agatnft  none  fo  much> 
as  well  as  the  learned  Hugues  Arnaud  *, 
whom  they  beheaded;  and  brother  B. 
de  Caux  refembled  him  :  not  but  that 
thefe  holy  men  had  promifed  a  complete 
abfolution  to  thofe  who  were  well  con- 
fcffed,  and  who  had  fincerely  renounced 
their  error,  and  who  were  reftored  to  the 
true  faith^  by  the  means  of  Ibme  flight 

*  This  was  a  Dominican  Inquifitor,  whofc 
violences  had  rendered  bim  odious. 

penitence* 
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ipehitence.  If  they  are  blamed  for  their 
facrifice,  I  anfwer,  they  were  engaged  to 
it  by  the  Pope,  and  he  has  amply  recom- 
penfed  them  *.  I  have  drawn  all  thefe 
arguments  from  hiftory,  to  guard  the  bd- 
lievfers  from  error,  and  rcftore  the  mif- 
creants  into  the  path  of  truth  ;  and  not 
with  any  view  to  pleafe  the  Minof  Bro^- 
thers,  nor  the  Preaching  Brothers  f**' 
But  they  ought  to  have  informed  the  mif- 
fionaries,  that  torture  and  fire  were  not 
the  bed  arguments  of  coriverfiori ;  for 
the  flames  they  prepared  for  fome  heretics, 
only  ferved  to  light  up  the  rage  and  eiP- 
thufiafm  of  others. 

^*  But  ere  thou  art  delivered  up 
to  the  flames,"  continues  Izam,  **  as  thou 
art  going  to  be,  if  thou  doft  ndt  retra^, 
I  would  again  afk  thee,  why  thou  doft 
deny   our  baptifra,   which   God,  in   tht 

*    By  Indulgences  he  means,   no  doubt, 
t   Thefc  monks  exercifed  the  ofEcc  of  Inquifi* 
fitors  in  conceu. 

N  3  Scrip- 
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Scriptures,  hath  called  good  and  holy  ? 
JVj^  quis  renatus  fuerit  ex  aqua^  &  Spiritu 
SanSlo  non  intrabit  in  regnum  Dei.—' 
None,  then,  can  be  faved,  without  the 
baptifm  of  water,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
When  the  water  has  been  blefled,  and  the 
Prieft  having  taken  the  chrifm,  comes  to 
the  baptifmal  fontj  with  his  ornaments, 
his  book,  and  his  ftole,  the  faith  of  the 
male  or  female  child  is  then  formed,  by 
the  promifes  made  for  it  by  the  god-fa- 
ther, that  it  ihall  renounce  the  devil. 
The  prayers  of  the  Prieft,  the  figns  of  the 
crofs,  abfolve  the  child,  when  it  comes 
out  of  the  water,  from  every  fin. 

*'  Such  is  the  baptifm  which  God 
giveth  us,  and  which  he  received  himfelf 
from  St.  John,  the  beft  of  his  three 
friends.  Thou  belieft  thyfelf,  then,  he- 
retic ;  thou  haft  perjured  the  oath  which 
thy  god-father  took  in  thy  name  -,  thou 
belieft  the  chrifm  thou  haft  received,  and 
thou  admitteft  another  baptifm.     Curfed 

te 
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be  the  man,  who  firft  thought  of  putting 
the  miniftration  of  ihefe  things  into  the 
hands  of  vile  peafants ;   who  come  from 
foddering  their  cattle  to  thefe  holy  ordi- 
nances,    and   whofe    only  fcience  is    to 
plough   the  land,   and    talk   blafphemy; 
they  ufe  neither  water,  oil,  nor  incenfe. 
It  was  not  thus   they  beatified  Madam 
Sainte  Foi,  nor  Saint  Catherine,  nor  Saint 
Agnes,  nor  Saint  Cecile,  patroncfs  of  the 
Albigenfes  *,    and   fo  many  holy  faints^ 
and  martyrs,  who  work  miracles  every 
day.      Whoever    believes    not    all    this, 
ought  not  to  receive  compaffion,  if  he  is 
feized  and  burnt.     It  is  from  the  ignor- 
ance of  their  patrons,  that  the  miferable 
people  are   deceived ;   they  are^   iudeed) 
worthy  of  compaffion  f  • 

**  Tears  and  penitence  are  the  only 
means  of  obtaining  mercy  j  but  there  are 

♦    Of  the  Metropolitan  church  of   Alhi. 

t  Tbcy  were  not  the  lefs  burnt,   however,  for 

N  4  tears 
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tears  that  fall  for  the  lofs  of  the  body. 
It  is  thefc  only  which  are  fhed  for  the 
lofs  of  the  foul,  that  will  be  effedual. 
Li  qudcumque  die  invocavero  te^  &c. 

**  I  HAvr,  in  eight  points,  convided 
thcc  of  error,  obflinate  heretic ;  but  all 
the  authority  of  prophets,  and  apoftles, 
weighs  not  with  thee,  and  the  time  I  give 
to  thee  is  loft ;  yet  a  ninth  argument  (hall 
force  thee  to  return  to  that  God,  whom 
thou  haft  forfaken.  Where  haft  thou 
found  in  Scripture,  and  who  haft  taught 
ihee,  that  thy  foul  proceeds  from  thofe 
who  fell  from  heaven  to  earth,  and  were 
nine  days'  in  their  paflage  ?  We  know 
what  is  become  of  them  ;  and  how  fayeft 
thou  that  they  fhall  return  to  that  glory 
from  whence  they  came  ?  The  angel 
Lucifer  dragged  them  into  the  abyfs,  by 
the  pride  he  had,  at  making  himfelf  equal 
with  God.  Thefe  beautiful  and  glorious 
angels  became  black,  and  hideous ;  and 
never  will  they  find  grace  or  mercy.     In 

effedt. 
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cfFe<a,  would  it  not  be  a  glaring  injuftice, 

that  men  who  come  after  them,   being 

dead,  fliould  be  defpoiled  of  the  joys  of 

Paradife ;   and  that  thefe  joys  (hould  be 

granted  to  thofe  demons,  who  had,   by 

their    own   crimes,    wilfully   renounced^ 

and  loft  this   blift?  And,   belides,  what 

likelihood  is  there,  that  my  foul  {hould 

have  been  the  foul  of  one  of  thefe  de* 

mons,  caft  down  from  the  higheft  heavea 

five  thoufand  years  ago,   fmce  I  am  not 

yet  feventy  years  old;   fince  I  have  no 

recollection  of  thofe  things,   that  I  muft 

then  have  feen  or  done^  nor  whether  I 

merited  or  demerited  in  the  fight  of  God? 

This  is  what  I  can  never  believe ;    and  I 

will  behold  thee   dragged  to  prifon,  and 

hanged,   ere  I  will  give  credit  to  thy  vile 

impoftures. 

"  Answer  me  again.  In  what  fchool 
haft  thou  been  taught,  that  the  foul  of 
man,  when  it  has  quitted  his  body,  goes 
into  that  of  an  ox,  an  afs,  a  fheep,  a 
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pig,  a  fowl,  or  into  the  fir  ft  animal  it 
meets  with,  after  its  feparation  from  the 
body,  till  it  returns  again  into  the  body 
of  fome  other  man  or  woman  ;  and  that 
it  does  a  long  penance,  while  it  is  waiting 
for  the  day  of  judgment,  when  it  is  to 
recover  its  firft  glory  ?  This,  however, 
thou  preacheft  to  thofe  thou  haft  feduced : 
thou  takeft  from  God  to  give  to  the  devif, 
and  thus  thou  doft  caufe  him  to  hope  for 
falvation. 

**  EvKRY  country,  every  land,  where 
thy  perfidious  dodrinc  has  been  fown, 
and  received,  ought  to  be  fwallowed  up. 
If  thou  hadft  the  faith,  and  the  religion 
of  B.  of  Montaigu,  R.  of  Villar,  or 
of  B.  Pagat  *,  thou  wouldft  long  ere 
this  have  made  thy  confeffion ;  but,  if 
thou  doft  not  do  it  immediately,  the  fire 
is  already  lighted ;  they  fhall  proclaim 
thee  by  found  of  trumpet  through  the 

*  I  fuppofe  thefe  were  Albigenfe  converts. 

city. 
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city,  and  the  people  fhall  aflemble  to  fee 
the  burnt !"  - 


It  fhould  feem  that  the  ancient  doc- 
trine of  the  Indians,  with  refpeft  to 
tranfmigration,  had  penetrated  into  thefc 
fouthern  provinces,  a  phenomenon  Angu- 
larly worthy  of  obfervation. 

The  fundamental  principle  of  this 
doflrine  was,  that  the  fpirits,  here  called 
demons,  having  difobeyed  their  Creator, 
were  condemned  to  live  in  mortal  bodies ; 
that  they  fubfifted  herein  in  different 
tranfmigrations ;  and  that,  after  this  ex- 
piation of  their  crimes,  they  were  to  re- 
join the  fupreme  fpirit :  and  that  thus  the 
foul  of  man,  immortal  by  nature,  would 
be  puniflied,  or  recompenfed,  according 
to  its  works. 

The  miflionary,  in  refuting  one  abfurd 
dodrine,  maintains  another  ftill  more  ex- 
travagant.    He  gives  a  body  to  ihefe  de- 
mons. 
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mons,  and  fuppofcs  them  hine  days  ifi 
falling  from  heaven  to  earth. 

This  controverfy  "was  followed  by  the 
convcrfion  of  the  heretic.  liarn  is  the 
fpeaker  for  him ;  ncvcrthelefs,  wc  plainly 
£ce,  that  threats  have  operated  much  more 
powerfully  than  convidion^ 

♦*  IzARN,"  replied  the  convert,  "  pro- 
mife  me,  give  me  your  oath,  that  I  fhaH 
not'be  burnt,  neither  fliut  up  in  ptifori, 
nor  cruelly  treated,  I  will  fubmit  to  all 
you  dcfire.  If  I  may  but  rely  on  your 
not  abandoning  me ;  that  you  will  pre- 
ferve  my  honour  from  imputation,  and 
do  me  no  violence,  I  will  reveal  to  you 
the  whole  fecret  of  our  believers ;  for 
whatever  Berit,  and  Parazols  *  might  tell 
you ;  they  did  not  know  a  tenth  part  of 
thofe  things  they  enquired  after,  concern- 
ing the  heretics. 

*  Thefe  were  emiiTaries  of  the  Inquifition. 

''  But 
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«*  Bht  I  deinaod  of  you  the  grcateft 
fecrefy.  If  I  thought  you.  capable  o£ 
deceiving  me,  I  would  neither  confefs 
myfelf  to  you,  nor  to  any  other  Preach- 
ing Br(^her  ^  and  i  will  give  you  my  rea^ 
ibn. 

'^  Since  they  made  me  a  Bifhop>  I 
haTey  with  thcfe  handsi  which  you  be* 
hold,  fatved  at  leaft  five  hundred  men. 
^  I  foriake  them.»  it  is  fo  many  men  loft, 
delivered  up  to  the  devils,  and  to  the  pains 
of  helL  What  would  become  of  me,  if 
by  chance  I  Ihould  meet  any  of  their 
friends,  unlefs  you  afford  me  an  afylum  ? 
I  fhould  Iqfe  the  dignity  to  which  I  have 
been  raifed,  and  bsecome  an  objed  .of 
contempt,  to  the  whole  confiftory.  A&  I 
rendered  up  myfelf  to  you,  on  the  faith 
of  a  fafe  condudt,  I  will  be  free,  and  you 
fliall  gtvc  me.  all  the  furetie&  you  pro- 
mifed." 

This  heretic,  we  fee,  was  one  of  the 
principal   minifters   of  their  fed.      The 

Albi- 
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Albigenfes  divided  thefe  minifters  into  two 
dalTes;  the  fuperior  were  the  Bi(hop8> 
the  minor  Deacons.  This  Bifhop  meant 
to  diflemble  with  his  Profylete  brethren, 
and  hide  his  converfion  from  them,  that 
he  might  protedl  himfelf  from  injury,  and 
bring  them  to  the  falvation  he  had  ob- 
tained.  This  feems  his  meaning,  though 
at  firft  it  appears  contradidory,  from  his 
expreflion,  that  he  had  faved  five  hundred 
men»  for  whom  he  fears  the  pains  of 
hell ;  no  doubt  meaning,  he  thought  he 
had  faved  them,  but  now  they  muft  be 
converted. 

**  You  ought  to  know,  that  it  is  nei- 
ther hunger,  thirft,  nor  indigence,  that 
have  forced  me  hither ;  that  we  are  ex- 
prefsly  forbid  to  obey  any  citation,  and 
to  confent  to  any  conference  with  your 
party,  as  others  have  done  who  have  been 
ill  treated.  But  it  will  furprife  you  more 
to  hear,  that  our  beft  and  deareft  friends 
have  turned  againft  us.     They  addrefs  us 

with 
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with  an  appearance  of  friendfhip;  to 
furprife  us,  then,  they  arreft,  and  caft  us 
into  prifon,  hoping,  hj  our  ruin,  to  ob- 
tain their  own  falvation. 

**  I  AM  come  to  your  court*,  without 
conftrainti  and  of  my  own  free  will.~* 
When  you  ihall  hear  the  delicious  life  I 
lead,  you  will  be  convinced  of  my  par- 
tiality toward  you.  I  will  give  you  an 
account  of  it,  if  it  will  not  fatigue  you* 
I  have  a  great  number  of  friends,  who 
live  in  wealth  and  eafe;  not  one  of 
whom,  but  would  rejoice  to  give  me  every 
thing  1  could  defire,  and  who,  indeed, 
depofit  in  my  hands  all  their  pofleilions/* 

It  muft  be  remarked,  that  Izarn,  who 
writes  this,  reprefented  them  before  as 
vile  peafants ;  and  it  is  known  the  Vau- 
dois  affeded  poverty,  and  the  moil  rigid 
manners. 

♦   The  Inquifition, 

«*  I 


J92     THE    HISTORY    OF 

**  I  HAVB  a  great  qusmhy  cf  veft- 
ments^  fhirts,  (hoes,  fine  and!  foft  ctoaths, 
and'  the  whkifift  fiieet8>.  aad  coverlid&y 
with  table-cloths,  and  napkins,  for  roy 
friends*  When  I  invite  them  to  repafts, 
I  make  the  heft  cheer  with  dainty  meats, 
ieafoned  with  excellent  fauce>  made  of 
cloves  and  truiHes,  and  completed  witb 
the  niceft  paftry.  Our  fifh  is  well  worth 
your  bad  meat ;  our  diftilled  waters,  your 
wine ;  and  our  new  bread,  the  ftale  bread 
of  the  clbifler  *." 

"  WnrxB  you  pais  many  nights^,  tra- 
velling through  wind  and  rain,  and  re- 
turn in  a  woeful  plight  from  your  pil- 
grimages, I  am  eating  and  drinking,  with 
my  brethren,  ia  a  warm  houfe,  and 
amufing  myfelf  as  I  pleafe,  with  my  he 
or  fhe  coufins :   for  I  can  give  myfelf  ab* 

^  The  Aibigcnfcs  neither  eat  bread,  nor  drank 
wine  J  fo  that  it  is  plain  the  Troubadour's  ac- 
count is  a  venomous  fatire. 

folution 


Trife   tROOBADOURS.    193 

fohitioh  \frhen  I  tvill ;  and  there  is  no  fin 
I  cannot  favc  fliyfelf  from  the  guilt  of, 
either  by  perfortning  the  office  myfelf,  at 
by  the  firft  Deacon  I  meet  with.  Siich  is 
the  happy  life  I  lead.  If  I  renounce  it, 
to  embrace  the  Romiih  faith,  and  own  it 
criminal,  you  will  furely  do  me  juftice, 
and  treat  me  with  honotir.*' 

IzARN  forgets^  in  this  painting,  what 
h€  had  afferted  of  thefe  people,  preaching 
in  woods  and  thickets,  and  always  in 
dread  of  perfecution.  How  oppofite  to 
the  delicious  life  here  fet  forth.  Ko  doubt, 
it  was  to  heighten  the  aufterity  of  the 
miffionaries,  he  drew  this  pidure.  He 
thus  proceeds  in  it. 

**  Ermengard  de  FiGUEiRAS  was 
toy  father.  I  might  have  been  a  Knight, 
had  fortune  befriended  me ;  but,  if  I 
am  not  armed  at  all  points  for  the  fervice 
of  men,  I  will  take  care  to  be  fo  for  the 
fervice  of  God,  Aid  me  with  ypur  couri- 
O  fel. 
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fel^  Izarn ;  you^  whofe  talents  are  great 
as  a  poet»  but  whofe  wifdom  in  holy 
things  is  fo  much  greater,  as  you  have 
proved  in  fo  triumphant  a  manner  oyer 
me,  by  your  nine  queftions.  I  believe 
firmly  all  you  have  preached  to  me;  and 
I  am  ready  to  believe  more,  if  you  can 
produce  authorities  that  are  equal. 

*<  I  WILL  be  baptized ;  fully  convinced 
of  the  religion  you  have  taught  me,  you 
and  your  brother,  Ferrier,  to  whom  was 
given  the  power  of  binding,  and  of 
loofing  every  fin  whatever,  committed  by 
the  heretics ;  and,  if  they  afk  you  who 
is  your  newly  baptized  convert,  you  may 
anfwer,  it  is  Sicard  de  Figueiras,  who  has 
abjured  his  errors,  and  who  will  become 
as  great  a  perfecutor  of  the  ijifidel  here- 
tics, as  he  was  formerly  an  enemy  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  If  I  was  ever  kind  to 
Peter  Capella,  and  the  chiefs  of  his  party, 
if  I  was  the  friend  and  comrade  of  John 
Colet,    I  will,    from   this   moment,    be 

their 
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their  declared  foe.  Unlefs  they  are  con- 
verted before  the  month  of  February,  I 
will  have  them  all  hung  up  by  our 
archers. 

♦*  Berite,  p.  Razols,  and  Ricard  le 
Portier  *,  fliall  know  their  caverns,  and 
fecret  pathS)  and  all  the  holes  and  corners 
wherein  they  hide  their  money  5  neither 
you,  nor  brother  Ferrier,  need  be  there, 
if  they  are  not  immediately  converted  at 
the  view  of  our  meflengers." 

The  reader  muft  confider  this  as  a 
ftrange  pidture,  in  which  the  unlkilful 
hand  of  the  painter  is  very  remarkable. 
The  proud  miffionary  pays  himfelf  the 
'  moft  abfurd  compljiments,  by  the  tongue 
of  his  profelyte  j  not  only  for  his  pro- 
digious wifdom  in  facred  things,  but  alio 
his  talent  for  poetry.  .He  then  transforms 
his  Albigenfe  convert,   all  at  once,  into^a 

*   £aii(&rie«  of  the  Inquificion. 

O  2  cruel 


n 
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cruel  pcrfccutor,  though  he  had  juft  be- 
fore exprefTed  his  earneft  defire  of  hav- 
ing his  converfioQ  concealed,  that  he 
might  fave  the  fouls  of  his  former  mi- 
niilry.  The  drawing,  however  juftly, 
and  fimplv,  expofes  the  manners,  and 
the  prejudices  of  thefe  times.  Izarn  con- 
cludes this  Inquifitorial  piece,  by  his  be- 
nediiflion  to  the  new  convert. 

**  SiCARD,  I  wi(h  thee  the  bleffing  of 
God,  who,  without  the  aid  of  any  one, 
formed  the  heaven,  the  earth,  the  fun, 
and  the  moon.  May  he  give  thee  grace> 
to  be  found  among  thofe  good  labourers^ 
whom  he  employs  in  his  vineyard,  and 
who,  though  called  the  laft,  fhall  re- 
ceive as  much  as  the  firft  j  and  this  thou 
(halt  infallibly  obtain,  if  thou  wilt  be  as 
firm  to  the  truth,  as  thou  waft  before  to 
a  lie. 

•  «*  But  penitents  are  always  fufpeded, 
who  ^ have   been  gained   over    by  fear; 

above 
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above  all,  when  they  have  been  chiefs  of 
a  party,  and  they  need  a  powerful  me- 
dicine,  to  purge  away  the  poifon  with 
which  they  have  been  infedied.  Thou 
muft,  therefore,  without  delay,  fliew  thy 
fmcerity  ;  by  thy  works  thou  muft  fhow 
the  truth  of  thy  con ver lion.  Sicard, 
thou  muft  fhow  an  ardent  zeal  in  the  piir- 
fuit  of  herefy,  and  in  the  perfecution  of 
heretics  ;  then,  as  maintains  brother  Fer- 
rier,  for  this  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  thou 
(halt  receive  the  joys  of  Paradife  ;  as  alfo 
the  Pope  aflures  to  thofe,  who  fhall  per- 
fevere  in  good  works,  and  fhall  fuffer 
for  the  fake  of  God,  And  this  St. 
Matthew  firft  preached  in  his  Gofpel.— 
Beati^  qui  perftcutionem^'  &c. 

We  fhall  fee,  among  the  Troubadours^ 
a  William  of  Figueira,  of  the  f^me  fa- 
mily, it  is  probable,  with  the  Albigenfe 
minifter,  whofe  pieces  contain  bitter  in- 
vedlives  againft  the  church  of  Rome« 
This  renders  it  probable,  that  this  piece 
O  3  of 
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of  Irirn  is  not  a  fidioo;  but  that  this 
Domicicaa  did  really  triumph,  in  his 
maooer,  over  the  minifter  Figueiras ; 
that  he  wrote  to  celebrate  this  triumph, 
and  to  teach  the  art  of  converting  thefe 
heretics ;  and  therefore  caufes  the  Albi- 
gen  "e  convert  to  fpeak  thofe  things,  which 
would  render  his  fedl  as  odious,  and  def- 
picable,  as  he  wiflied  it  to  appear. 

GIRARD    CALANSON. 

G  I  HARD  Cal  ANSON  was  a  jongleur, 
and  Troubadour  of  Gafcony,  well 
iXillcd  in  letter?,  and  who  compofed  with 
cWiianoc,  He  wrote  fongs,  moral  pieces, 
ttud  rcllcclions  on  the  events  of  his  age  j 
but  he  was  not,  fays  the  Provencal  hifto- 
lian,  hold  in  the  efteem  he  deferved, 
tud  his  pieces  were  ill  received  at  the 
^tlf  Provence,  where  he  refided. — 

Among 


THE    TROUBADOURS.     199 

Among  them  there  is  an  elegy  on  the 
death  of  the  Infant  Don  Ferdinand  of 
Caftile,  the  fon  of  Alphonfo  IX.  and 
Eleanor  of  England,  daughter  of  Henry  11. 
worthy  of  obfervation. 

Ferdinand  was  a  young  Prince,  of 
the  greateft  valour.  In  12 10,  he  com- 
manded the  Caftilian  army,  againft  the 
Moors ;  he  threw  himfelf  into  Andalufia, 
and  ravaged  all  the  country  of  Bae9a. 
At  his  return  he  concerted  new  expedi- 
tions with  his  father,  when  a  premature 
death  deprived  the  Caftilians  of  their 
heroe,  and  caufed  univerfal  lamentation. 

The  Troubadour  compares  Ferdinand 
to  King  Arthur. 

<*  In  him"  fays  he,  **  was  repaired  the 
lofs  of  the  three  fons  of  Henry  IL  he 
refcmbled  Henry  in  courage  and  figure» 
and  his  father  Alphonfo  in  the  good  qua* 
lities  of  his  mind.  From  the  river  of 
P  4  Jourdaioi 


n 
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Jourdain,  to  the  Wcftern  ocean,  never 
was  there  a  young  King  more  fepfibly 
regretted.  His  death  is  evea  mourned 
by  the  French,  the  EngUfli,  and  the 
Germans,  by  Spaip,  and  Arragon^  and 
even  by  the  Emperor  himfelf ;  for  there 
is  no  Chriftian  prince,  who  was  not  his 
relation,  or  his  ally.  Had  he  lived  one 
year  more,  he  would  have  gone  and  ferved 
God  againft  the  Arabs." 

The  moft  curious  piece  of  this  Trou- 
badours, is  a  long  ipflrudion  given  to  a 
jongleur ;  it  contains  details  on  the  art  of 
the  Troubadours,  and  the  Minftrels  ;  the 
knowlege  fuited  to  each  profeffion,  and 
on  the  mudc  of  the  ancients.  Some 
parts  of  it  are  curious,  but  in  others  the 
matter  is  fo  obfcure,  and  the  text  fo  cor- 
rupted, that  it  is  impof&ble  to  fathom  the 
meaning  of  it. 

'<  Learn  to  do  well,  fpeak  well,  and 
rhime    well,  and   to    contrive  amufmg 

gripes. 
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games.  Learn  to  play  on  the  tabor,  and 
the  cymbals^  and  make  fymphony  refound. 
Learn  to  throw  and  catch  little  apples  on 
the  points  of  knives;  to  imitate  the 
fongs  of  birds,  attacks  on  caftles,  to 
jump  through  four  hoops,  to  play  on  the 
cittallf  and  the  mandore,  to  perform  on 
the  cloncorde,  and  the  guitar,  for  they 
are  delightful  to  all ;  to  firing  the  viol 
with  feventeen  chords,  found  the  bells,  to 
play  on  the  harp,  and  to  compofe  a  jig, 
that  (hall  enliven  the  found  of  the  pfaltery. 
Jongleur,  thou  (halt  prepare  nine  inftru- 
ments,  of  ten  chords  ;  if  thou  learneft  to 
play  well  on  them,  they  will  furniih  thee 
with  ample  melody."  It  appears  by  this, 
a  jongleur  was  to  unite  the  games  of 
juggler  with  the  knowlege  of  mufic. 

After  this  follows  a  catalogue  of  ro- 
mances, which  the  jongleur  was  to  read ; 
they  were  efteemed  a  fublime  fcience. 


€i 
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**  If  thou  Icarneft  thefe  things,  they 
will  abundantly  reward  thee,  and  fumifh 
mil  thy  wants.  Sounds  then»  the  lyre, 
mod  refound  the  belU. 

**  Lbarn,  alfo,  how  love  runs  and 
flies;  learn  his  fimplicity  of  appearance, 
and  be  aware  of  his  treachery.  Behold  how 
he  repels  juftice  with  his  fharpened  darts, 
and  his  two-pointed  arrows  !  the  one  is 
of  burniihed  gold,  dazzling  the  eyes  of 
mortals,  and  the  other  of  polifhed  fteel, 
which  ftrikes  fo  deep,  that  its  wounds  can 
never  be  healed. 

•'  Learn  the  laws  and  decrees  of  love, 
and  thou  (halt  be  able  to  explain  its  va^ 
rious  degrees ;  thou  (halt  unfold  its  rapid 
entrance,  its  irkfome  lifci  its  fwift  decay, 
the  deceits  which  it  exercifes,  and  the  de« 
ftruftion  it  occafions.  When  thou  doft 
perfedly  underftand  all  this,  fail  not  to 
prefent  thyfelf  before  the  young  King  of 

Arragon, 
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Arragon,  for  he  is  the  prince  of  gallantry, 
and  of  all  fclence. 

**  If  thou  diftinguifheft  thyfelf  among 
the  excellent,  thy  gifts  (hall  be  noticed ; 
but  if  thou  remained  in  mediocrity,  thou 
meriteft  nothing  but  contempt,  from  the 
moft  gracious  prince  that  ever  lived.'^ 

This  Troubadour  had  been  rigoroufly 
treated  by  his  miftrefs;  he  forfook  her, 
and  attached  himfelf  to  another,  with  no 
better  fuccefs.  The  time  of  his  death  is 
not  mentioned* 


V- 


GAU- 
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GAUCELM    FAIDIT. 

GAucELM  Faidit  was  the  fon  of  a 
citizen  of  Uzerche,  a  town  in  the 
diocefe  of  Limoges.  Libertinifm>  and  a 
pafBon  for  gaming,  brought  him  to  want ; 
and>  for  a  living,  he  betook  himfelf  to 
the  profeffion  of  a  jongleur.  What  be 
gained  by  this,  he  fpent  in  good  cheer, 
and  became  of  fuch  a  fize  with  eating  and 
drinking,  that  he  was  pointed  at  as  a  fight. 

He  married  a  villager,  who  was  called 
Guillelmette  Montja ;  fhe  was  handfome, 
witty,  tolerably  well  inftrudted  for  her 
flation,  and  fhe  fung  the  fongs  of  Gau-* 
celm  with  grace  and  fpirit. 

It  was  many  years  before  Faidit  ac- 
quired the  title  of  Troubadour  ;  when  he 
was  fought  by  Richard,  Count  of  Poitou, 

the 
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the  fott  md  fucceflbr  of  Henry  IL  King 
of  England. 

A  CRU&ADE  wad»  at  this  time,  toOf 
certed  between  Philip  Auguftus,  aad 
Henry  II.  to  regain  the  kingdom  of  jfe- 
rufalem. 

Mary  de  Ventadour,  a  lady  of  the 
mod;  eflimable  charadcr  in  all  Limoufio^ 
urged  Fsttdlty  who  had  prefumed  to  ad« 
drefs  her  tenderly,  to  engage  in  thia 
war.  She  had  treated  him  with  rigour^ 
and  he  compares  her  to  the  tafantula^ 
which  kills  while  it  infpires  with  joy« 
She  told  the  Troubadour^  this  was  the 
only  means  of  rendering  himfelf  worthy 
her  regard.  He  confented ;  and,  before 
his  departure,  he  compofed  a  fonnet,  ia 
which  he  expreiTes  his  diftrefs  at  leaving 
the  beautiful  Limoufin,  and  bids  adieu^  to 
France,  wherein  he  was  nourifhed,  edu- 
cated, and  raifed  to  honour.  It  was  long, 
however,  before  he  embarked  j  and  ik> 

fooner 
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fooner  had  he  reached  the  H0I7  Land, 
than  he  prepared  for  his  return  again  to 
France.  "  I  die,"  fays  he,  '*  to  behold 
Madam  Mary!  Some  rival,  in  my  ab« 
fence,  will  gain  her  heart."  His  miftrefs 
proving  more  fevere,  "  I  am  like  a  man," 
lays  he,  "  caft  into  the  fea,  from  whence 
I  cannot  be  drawn  out,  and  death  awaits 
me  there  1"  In  defpair  he  prefents  him- 
felf,  with  a  troubled  air,  before  Mary. 
««  Madam,"  fays  he,  •*  you  behold  a 
lover,  whom  your  rigours  have  driven 
mad.  If  you  will  not  relent,  I  am  re« 
Iblved  I  will  never  more  behold  you ;  per- 
haps I  (hall  find  another  Lady,  who  will 
treat  me  with  lefs  difdain."  Without 
waiting  for  an  anfwer,  he  departed  in  a 
rage. 

An  offended  poet  was  an  objefl:  of 
dread.  Mary  fent  for  Madam  Audiafl, 
a  kind  and  beautiful  neighbour,  and  de- 
fired  her  advice,  in  what  manner  fhe 
might  honourably  retain  the  Troubadour. 

The 
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The  Lady  advifed  her,  neither  to  retain; 
nor  let  him  go.  I  will  find  a  method, 
added  (he,  to  detach  him  from  you,  and 
to  prevent  his  revenge.  She  then  ex- 
plained her  defign  to  Madam  Mary,  who 
was  pleafed  with  it,  and  begged  her  to 
haften  the  execution. 

On  her  return  home.  Madam  Audiaft 
fent  a  courteous  mefTenger  to  Faidit,  to 
afk  him  which  he  preferred,  a  fmall  bird 
in  hand,  or  a  crane  in  the  air.  This 
queftion  excited  the  curiofity  of  the  Tr6u- 
badouri  he  mounts  his  horfe,  repairs  to 
the  Lady,  and  begs  her  to  explain  the 
enigma  ihe  had  fent  him. 

«  J  piYY  yQu  fj.Qjj^  jjjy  heart/'  replied 
fhe,  ^<  knowing  that  you  love  Madam 
Mary,  who  is  only  polite  toward  you, 
becaufe  ihe  is  flattered  with  your  fongs. 
This  Lady  is  the  crane,  and  I  am  the  lit- 
tle bird.  You  know  that  I  am  of  noble 
birth;  that  I  have  youth,  and  genius,  and 

there 
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tkere  are  that  flatter  me  witfa^beiog  hafid- 
fesie.    Ncfvcr  have  I  promifed  or  beffow- 
ed  ought  on  a  lover ;  never  have  I  de- 
cetvedy  or  been  deceived.     I  am  ambi- 
tions to  be  loved,  by  a  man  who  can  give 
mt  fame.     You  have  all  the  nrerit  that  is 
requifite  for  my  reputation,  and  I  choofe 
you,  therefore,  for  my  fervant,   and  my 
friend.     I  wiB  prefent  rtiyfelf,  and  my 
love  to  yon^  if  you  will  take  leave  of 
Madam  Mary,  and  poHtely  aflure  her, 
that,   as  you  cannot  gain  her  afFedlion, 
you  have  found  another  lady,    who  is 
loyal  and  virtuous,  and  who  will  return 
your  love.*^     Struck  with   her   beauty, 
and  the  gracious  words  flie  uttered,  Faidit 
compofed  the  fong  that   was  to  relieve 
jKfladam  Mary   from  his  importunities ; 
and  promifed,  he  <rould  celebrate  no  one 
but  Madam  Audiaft,  and  devote  himfelf 
entirely  to  her.     Some  time  aftet,  Faidit 
reminded  this    Lady  of  her  promife  to 
foucfafafe  him  her  love ;  fhe  received  him 
courteoufly»  but  gave  him  a  cold  anfwcr, 

afluring 
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afluring  him  love  was  not  in  her  power ; 
and  that  what  (he  had  done  was  for  his 
fake,  to  draw  him  out  of  the  flavery  in 
which  he  had  langui(hed  for  feven  years, 
and  to  diflipate  the  vain  hopes  he  had 
encouraged.  Thefe  words  were  a  thun-* 
der-ftroke  to  our  Troubadour.  He  be- 
fought  the  Lady  tp  have  mercy,  and  not 
to  betray  and  kill  him  in  this  manner. 

«•  My  intention,"  replied  (he,  "  is  to 

cure  you,  to  deliver  you  from  deceit,  and 
death  ;  and  you  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with 
my  conduct."     Not  being  able  to  move 
her,   he  had   recourfe  again    to  Madam 
Mary ;  but  (he  was  ruthlefs.      He  then 
renounced  poetry  and  love,  againd  whioli 
he  wrote  an  invedive :   but,  foon  after 
this,  he  attached  himfelf  to  Madam  Mar- 
garita,   wife   of    Renaud,    Vifcount    of 
Aubuflbn.     She  received  him,  only  be- 
caufe  (he  wanted  a  panegyrift.     She  wan 
attached  to  Hugues  de  Lufignan,  fon  of 
the  Count  de  Marche ;   and,  not  daring 
P  to 
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to  make  an  appointment  with  her  lo^r 
in  her  own  caftlc,  (he  continued  to  give 
him  a  rendezvous  at  the  houfe  of  Faklit, 
who  was  from  home.  0)unterfeiting  a 
ficknefs,  thereforcy  fhe  made  a  vow  to 
go  in  pilgrimage  to  Notre  Dame>  of 
Rocamador;  and  informed  her  lover  ihe 
ihould  Hop  at  Uzerche»  which  was  on  the 
road.  Hugues  did  not  fail  to  meet  her  at 
the  place,  and  the  time  appointed ;  the 
wife  of  Faidit  received  them  kindly; 
they  pafled  two  days  with  her,  and  the 
rival  of  Faidit  triumphed  in  the  houfe  of 
the  Troubadour. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  misfortunes  in 
love,  Faidit  loft  his  benefador,  Richard, 
King  of  England,  whom  he  highly  cele- 
brates for  valour^  and  all  virtue. 

The  anecdotes  given  of  this  Trouba- 
dour will  app«ir  minute  to  many;  but 
they  were  inferted,  as  they  mark,  in  a 
ftriking  manner,  the  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners 
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ners  which  belonged  to  fome  women  of 
dlftinguiflied  nobility,  the  virtue  with 
which  it  was,  in  thefe  Ladies,  accom- 
panied, amidft  the  licentious  addrefles  of 
this  libertine  Troubadour,  and  the  un- 
bounded defire  that  all  were  infeded  with, 
of  having  thefe  poets  for  their  panegy- 
rifts,  the  confequences  of  which  were  fo 
often  detrimental  to  the  honour  and  peace 
of  fociety. 

Fatigued,  and  wore  out  with  an  ir- 
regular life,  Faidit  died  at  the  court  of 
Raimond  de  Agoult,  in  1220. 


P  2  ARNAUD 
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ARNAUD    DANIEL. 

ARnaud  Daniel  was  born  in  the 
twelfth  centur/,  in  the  caftle  of 
Ribeyrac,  in  Perigord,  of  poor,  but  noble 
parents.  His  tafte  was  not  for  ftudy, 
but  he  was  paffipnately  fond  of  rhiming. 
Dante,  in  his  Treatife  on  the  Eloquence 
of  the  Vulgar  Tongue,  after  having  mark- 
ed the  principal  end«  of  poetry,  which 
he  calls  honed,  ufeful,  and  agreeable, 
adds,  that  the  agreeable  was  the  portion 
of  A  maud,  and  that  he  excelled  parti- 
cularly in  finging  the  praife  of  love: 
and,  in  his  twenty-fixth  canto  of  the  In- 
ferno, he  fays,  that  this  poet  modelled 
his  language  in  the  mod  fuperior  manner; 
that  his  tender  verfe,  and  his  romantic 
profe,  furpafled  every  thing  that  had  ap* 
peared  before  of  the  fame  kind. 

Petrarch 
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Petrarch  fpeaks  of  him  as  the  moft 
celebrated  of  all  the  Proven9al  poets,  and 
calls  him,  "  The  great  mafter  of  love/' 
He  even  imitated,  and  borrowed  a  verfe 
from  one  of  his  fonnets,  the  only  Pro- 
ven9al  to  whom  he  has  done  that  ho- 
nour. 

His  fucccfs,  and  reputation  were,  per- 
haps, in  great  part  owing  to  a  new  kind 
of  compofition,  called  Seftino,  of  which 
he  was  the  inventor  j  the  merit  of  which 
confided  in  the  difficulty  of  certain  com- 
binations of  verfes,  repeated  in  a  certain 
order.  Among  many  obfcure  pieces,  not 
to.be  underftood,  the  following  is  an  ex- 
ample, rather  more  intelligible.  Moft  of 
bis  pieces  are  fonnets,  addreffed  probabljT 
to  the  wife  of  William  de  Bouville,  whohi 
he  admired.  He  calls  her,  '*  my  dear 
hope,"  or,  **  my  more  than  dear  hope." 

Count  Raimoud  dc  Thouloufe  cre- 
ated two  hundred  Knights  in  the  fiill 
P  3  court 
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court  he  held  in  1244,  ^^  ^^^  return  from 
Italy ;  among  thefe  was  a  William  dc 
Bouville,  probably  the  fon,  or  the  grand- 
fon  of  this  Lady.     Let  us  hear  our  poet. 

**  The  return  of  fpring  invites  my 
fong ;  and  the  enamel  of  the  meadows 
animates  it,  with  all  the  gay  and  beauti- 
ful variety  of  the  flowers  :  but  the  flow- 
ers that  I  gather,  fhall  have  love  for  their 
fruit,  as  they  have  joy  for  their  grain ; 
and  their  perfume  fhall  furpafs  that  divine 
odour,  which  the  month  of  May  fpreads 
over  the  mejidows  !  I  love  the  moft 
beautiful  woman  in  the  world !  I  have 
frequented  many  courts ;  the  pleafure  I 
receive  from  gay  tents,  refrefhing  aU 
coves,  and  magnificent  balconies,  where 
the  Ladies  fit  to  aflifl;  at  the  tournaments, 
bears  no  proportion  to  my  joy  in  be- 
holding her.  I  have  mafles  faid,  and 
lamps,  and  tapers  burnt,  to  render  her 
propitious ;  for  fhe  is,  next  to  God,  the 
objed  of  my  worlhip.     I  (hould  prefer 

the 
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the  delight  of  plcafing  her,  to  the  pof- 
ieflion  of  thofe  countries  watered  by  the 
Ebro,  the  Meander,  and  the  Tigris ;  tQ 
all  the  glory  of  Alexander,  to  the  honour 
of  being  Emperor^  or  Pope.  Yes,  Paris 
was  lefs  fond  of  Helen,  and  Atalante 
was  lefs  beloved  by.  Meleager  !  My  love 
is  (hut  up  within  my  heart;  and  (he 
who  itifpires  it  knows  it  not.  Alas  !  how 
(hould  (he  ?  When  at  a  diftance,  I  have 
a  hundred  things  to  fay;  when  I  ap- 
proach her,  I  know  not  where  to  begin, 
I  figh  in  vain !  I  purfue  her  with  the 
fwiftnefs  of  a  hare ;  yet  my  approach  h 
like  che  (low  and  heavy  (leps  of  an  ox.  ' 

•*  To  avoid  the  raillery  of  thofe  who 
mock  my  ufelefs  conftancy,  a  thought 
occurs ;  I  may  feign  that  I  am  favourably 
treated,  I  (hall  be  believed ;  for  women 
are  eafily  foftened;  fo  fays  Ovid,  and  all 
the  gallant  poets."  The  Lady  heard  of 
this,  and  was  offended.  Arnaud  excufed 
lumfelfy  proteftingt  that  he  was  in  joke. 
P  4  After 
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After  all,  he  adds,  «'  Was  my  fault 
greater,  I  am  as  worthy  of  compaffion 
as  the  penitent  thief.  Could  I  obtain  the 
object  dear  to  me,  I  would  love  her  a 
thoufand  times  better,  than  ever  hermit, 
monk,  or  prieft  loved  God !  I  fhould  be 
even  content,  was  I  fure  of  poflefling  het 
in  old  age  :  but  how  diftant,  how  tedious 
would  the  intermediate  years  appear/' 

The  Lady  had  given  him  fome  hopes  j 
he  accufes  the  fun  of  its  flow  progrefs, 
and  compares  himfelf  to  the  traveller, 
who,  approaching  the  famous  mountain 
of  Auvergne,  finds  it  recede  in  propor- 
tion  as  he  feems  to  draw  near  it. 

At  laft  the  term  of  his  fufFerings  was 
completed,  and  he  received  from  the 
hands  of  love  a  miftrefs,  as  much  his 
own,  as  he  had  ever  been  her's.  He  re- 
prefents  her  (fo  pure  was  his  idea  of  love) 
under  the  emblem  of  a  caftle,  prefented 
to  him  without  being  fubjeia  to  any  ac- 

knowlegc- 
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knowlegement ;  he  only  wiihes  they  had 
joined  to  this  freehold^  the  fmall  revenue 
of  a  few  kifTes ;  and  fears  he  (hall  die^ 
ynlefs  he  obtains  this  favour* 

Arnaud  compofes  the  airs  for  hit 
fongs,  for  which  reafon  he  has  been  iii« 
eluded  among  the  jongleurs^  whofe  pro^- 
fefOon  it  was  to  (ing  the  pieces  of  the 
Troubadours;  but  they  were  fometimes 
alfo  poets,  as  the  following  curious  anec*- 
dote  evinces,  taken  from  the  Provencal 
manufcript. 

In  a  voyage  Arnaud  made  into  Eng- 
land, he  met,  at  the  court  of  the  King^ 
a  jongleur,  who  challenged  him  in  thefe 
terms:  **  You  pique  yourfelf  on  exceU 
ling  in  difficult  rhimes ;  let  us  fee  which 
of  us  can  perform  the  beft."  The  chal- 
lenge is  accepted  $  the  wager  is  laid ;  the 
two  rivals  ihut  themfelves  up  in  feparate 
chambers.  The  King  had  given  them 
ten  days  for  the  compofitipn^  and  five  to 

learn 
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learn  their  pieces ;  after  which,  they  were 
to  be  fung,  or  recited  in  his  prcfencc- — 
From  the  third  day,  the  jongleur  an- 
nounces that  he  is  prepared.  Arnaud 
aflPeds  to  be  diverted  at  this,  faying, .  that 
for  his  part,  he  has  never  given  himfelf 
the  trouble  to  fet  about  this  work.  He 
had,  however,  laboured,  but  could  not 
compofe  two  fyllables. 

One  evening,  in  dcfpair  for  this  unex- 
pefted  failure,  he  heard  the  jongleur  re- 
peating, with  a  loud  voice,  in  his  cham^ 
ber;  the  fame  thing  happened  the  fol- 
lowing days ;  he  liftened  attentively,  and 
at  lad  made  himfelf  mafler,  both  of  the 
air,  and  the  words.  On  the  day  ap- 
pointed, they  appear  before  the  King. 
Arnaud  defires  to  fmg  the  firft.  What 
was  the  aftoniftiment  of  the  jongleur ! 
««  It  is  my  fong,"  he  cried  out,  interrupt- 
ing the  poet.  **  That  cannot  be,"  faid 
the  King.  The  jongleur  infifts  upon  it; 
and  conjures  the  King  to  qucftion  Ar- 
naud, 
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naud»  afluring  him,  that  he  will  not  havt 
the  impudence  to  deny  the  fafl:.  The 
Troubadour  agreed  to  this,  and  owned 
the  circumftance.  This  adventure  amufed 
the  King,  who,  after  having  reftored  to 
each  the  money  they  hai  depofited,  load- 
ed them  both  with  prefents ;  but  exa^ed 
;i?tof  Arnaud  a  fong. 

We  are  not  informed  of  any  further 
particular^  of  this  celebrated  Troubadour* 


GIRAUD   DE   BORNEIL. 

GIraud  de  Borneil  was  one  of 
the  moil  celebrated  Troubadours 
on  record.  He  was  born  of  low  parentSt 
and  fung  the  praifes  of  a  miftrefs  he  call- 
ed Fleur-de-lis.  Amongft  a  thoulknd 
common  extravagancies,  he  naturally  ob^ 
ferves^  that  in  the  midft  of  a  crowded 

market, 
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market)  he  fhould  perceive  no  oney  but 
tbe  miftrefe  of  his  heart ;  that  he  is  un- 
worthy of  her,  though  his  love  is  fo 
great  as  to  deftroy  his  reafon;  and  he 
compares  himfelf  to  leaf-tin,  which  they 
difTolve  with  ailire,  to  ftrengthen  and 
embody  the  colour*.  Giraud  had  fo^ 
journed  in  Spain.  He  addrefles  one  rf.^ 
his  pieces  to  King  Ferdinand  III.  King  of 
Caftile ;  and  to  Alphonfus  IX.  King  of 
Leon.  In  another,  he  records  the  falfe- 
hood  of  women's  hearts,  and  cites  the 
example  of  King  Lewis,  to  prove,  that 
of  two  evils  we  ought  to  chufe  the  leaft; 
alluding,  no  doubt,  to  the  ancient  divorce 
of  .Lewis  VIL  in  1 1 50,  from  his  wife 
Eleanor  of  Guienne-  "  It  was  better  for 
)iim/'  fays  He,  "  to  lofe  a  part  of  his  do- 
minions, than  to  live  with  a  wife  of  dif- 
honourable  chiradter.'* 

♦   This  it)peir8  to  indicate  the  early  knowlegc 
jpf  paintiogift-cAalnel,  or  in  Mofaic. 

Three 
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Three  pieces  of  Giraud's,  on  tht 
crufade^  breathes  that  wretched  enthu-p 
fiafm,  with  which  weak  and  credulous 
minds  were  inflamed.  Sometimes  he  de« 
plores  the  blindnefs  of  Chriftians,  who 
abandon  the  holy  fepulchre  to  the  Infi<» 
dels]  fometimes  he  promifes  them  mU 
racles  from  that  God,  who  caufed  the 
mighty  Goliah  to  fall  under  the  ftrokes 
of  feeble  David ;  and  fometimes  he  re- 
founds  the  fong  of  vidory,  becaufe  the 
fovereigns  are  raifing  troops^  and  going 
to  the  deliverance  of  the  Holy  Land.— 
The  poetS)  as  well  as  the  preachers-up 
of  the  crufade^  confpired  the  ruin  of 
Europe. 

A  Troubadour,  called  Ignaure,  dif- 
puted  with  Borneili  and  reproaches  him 
with  cenfuring  obfcure  poetry,  *«  All 
poets  would  be  equal,"  fays  he,  "  if  thofe 
compofitions  were  the  beft,  which  all  the 
world  underftands."  Borneil  replies  :— ^ 
[^  Let  each  one  compofe  according  to  bis 

humour ; 
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humour ;  but  I  maintain,  that  the  poetry 
moft  loved  and  admired,  is  that  which  is 
moft  fimple,  and  eafy  to  comprehend." 
"  I  would  not  have  general  and  indiftindl 
approbation/'  faid  Ignaure ;  '^  I  wi{h  that 
fools  may  flight  my  compofitions  ;  and  I 
prefer  reputation  from  a  few  chofen 
minds,  to  general  and  extenfive  fame." 

Borneil's  manner  of  living  was  great- 
ly to  his  honour,  and  would  give  us  an 
advantageous  idea  of  him,  independent 
of  bis  works.  He  employed  all  the  win- 
ter in  frequenting  the  fchools,  and  in  ' 
ftudyj  a  very  different  courfe  of  life 
from  that  mob  of  Troubadours^  who 
placed  all  fcience  in  the  jargon  of  rhim- 
ing.  In  the  fummer  he  went  to  the 
courts,  and  carried  with  him  two  good 
fingers,  to  recite  his  fongs.  By  fuch  ma- 
ture cultivation,  the  true  fruits  of  know- 
lege  are  obtained,  and  fitted  for  the  view 
of  the  public.  He  would  never  marry; 
but  he  was  not  jone  of  thofe  vicious  celi- 
bates. 
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bates,  whofe  views  and  afFedions  center 
wholly  in  themfelves.     What  he  gained 
by  his  labours,  he  gave  to  his  poor  rela- 
tions, by  which  means  he  enriched  them 
all :  nor  did  this  prevent  his  beftowing 
large  prefents  on  the  church  of  Siducil, 
in  his  native  country.     He  was  worthy  of 
praife,    in    particular,    for    not  follow- 
ing the  torrent  of  that  blind  devotion, 
which  defpifing  the  bonds  of  humanity, 
and  the  ties  of  blood,  thought  to  pur- 
chafe  heaven,  by  giving  all  they  poffefled 
to  the  church.     Borneil  flouri(hed  at  the 
end  of  the  twelfth  century.    Dante  makes 
mention  of  him  more  than  once ;  and, 
in  his  Inferno,  he  places  him  much  below 
Arnaud  Daniel,  whofe  life  has  jufl  been 
given,  that  the  reader  may  draw  the  com-* 
parifon  between  them. 


RAM- 
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RAMBAUD   DE   VAQUEIRAS. 

RAmbaud  was  fon  of  a  Knight, 
called  Peirols  de  Vaqueiras,  or 
Vachelres,  in  the  principality  of  Orange. 
He  poflefled  not  the  gifts  of  fortune,  but 
he  had  talents  to  acquire  them.  Though 
liberty  was^  by  mod  in  this  age,  facri- 
ficed  to  intereft,  yet  he  wrote  with  frce^ 
dom  in  the  midfl  of  courts. 

He  attached  himfelf  to  William  de 
Baux^  the  firft  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
his  fovereign.  From  the  year  971,  the 
houfe  of  Baux  became  illuflrious.  In  the 
twelfth  century,  it  difputed  the  county  of 
Provence  with  the  houfe  of  Barcelona. 
Bertrand,  the  fon  of  him  who  failed  in 
this  enterprize,  (Raimond  II.)  had  mar- 
ried Tibergt  d'Omelas,  fifter  of  Ram- 
baud, 
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baud,  Count  of  Orange.  Their  foa 
William  took  the  title  of  Prince  of  Orange, 
by  the  conceffion  of  the  Emperor  Fre- 
deric L  This  principality  has  paffed  fuc- 
ceffively,  by  miarriage,  into  the  houfe  of 
Baux,  into  that  of  Chalon,  and  from 
thence  into  the  houfe  of  Naflau.  Wil- 
liam heaped  wealth  and  honour  upon  this 
Troubadour,  and  procured  him  the  ac-» 
quaintance  of  many  great  Lords,  which 
was  of  great  advantage  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  fortune. 

To  {hew  his  gratitude,  and  prove  his 
zeal  for  the  houfe  of  Baux,  he  wrote  a  piece 
on  the  twenty  years  war  it  had  fuftained 
againft  the  houfe  of  Barcelona ;  and  to 
which,  after  many  fuflFerings,  it  was  at 
lad  conftrained  to  fubmit.  A  more  cu- 
rious relation  is  that  he  gives  of  a  tour- 
nament, in  which  he  fpeaks  with  great 
freedom  of  thofe  concerned. 

*'  I  will  tell  you,   without  ceremony, 

who  behaved  the  bed ;  for  no  one  gloffes 

Q^  over, 
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,  6vcr,  or  difguifcs^  Icfs  than  myfclf,  in  ac- 
counts of  chiraivY  or  gallantry. 

*«  The  Lord  of  Baux  began  the  firft 
onfct  bravely;  his  horfe  had  a  noble 
cheft>  and  large  flanks  :  fo  rude  was  his 
ibock^  and  fo  fwift  his  career,  that  he 
overthrew  the  brave  Count  R.  and  lamed 
twenty  other  horfes,  without  injuring 
bimfelf. 

*^  In  this  crowd  of  combatants,  I  foon 
perceived  Dragonet,  mounted  on  a  little 
horfe,  of  prodigious  ftrength.  The  fiery 
courfer  exhaufted  all  the  vigour  and  ad- 
drefs  of  his  mailer ;  overthrew  him  on 
the  earth,  and  gal  toped  away,  without 
regretting  the  lofs  of  bis  companion. 

**  The  Count  de  Beaucaire  appeared 
at  the  tournament  on  a  grey  horfe.  The 
Lord  Ponce  de  Montlaur,  in  tiftrng,  re- 
leafed  the  horfe  of  his  Knight ;  but  the 

Count 
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Count   immediately    remounted    another 
horfc,  lighter  add  fitter  for  the  juft. 

*'  I  SAW  Barral  de  Marfeille  magnifi- 
cently armed,  on  a  good  courfer;  but 
that  of  N.  which  was  dill  better,  ran 
againft  him>  and  threw  him  into  an  ar^ 
hour ;  he  pitched  on  his  head ;  but,  re-* 
covering,  he  caught  his  horfe,  and  held 
him  fad  by  onje  ear. 

"  Ponce  de  Mon tdr agon  tilted  alfo 
in  the  lift ;  I  faw  him  fall  without  break* 
ing  his  lance ;  the  equerry  who  overthrew 
him  was  mounted  on  a  forrel  horfe,  fo 
meagre,  that  you  perceived  the  great  vein 
of  his  neck.  Ponce  did  not  pique  him- 
felf  on  taking  revenge,  but  went  elfe- 
where  to  feek  a  new  engagement. 

*'  The  Lord  of  Mevaillon,  completely 

armed  and  accoutred,  came  proudly  on 

an   Arabian    courfer,    fomething   bigger 

than  a  quail ;  he  jufted  againft  Nicholas, 

.  0^2  and 
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and  fliivered  his  helmet  to  pieces;  but 
Nicholas  only  laughed,  and  faid  he  cared 
not  for  it. 

*'  In  the  midft  of  the  fray,  I  perceived 
the  Prince  of  Orange  advance  brifkly, 
on  a  Spaniffi  horfe,  become  impatient  by 
being  too  long  reined  in  ;  he  put  to  flight 
three  ftrangers,  united  in  a  band  ;  but  I 
heard  no  one  pity  them,  becaufe  they  were 
come  from  a  ftrange  land." 

The  poet  feems  to  have  viewed  this 
grand  fpedtacle  in  the  light  of  ridicule, 
though  he  has  defcribed  it  with  fo  much 
fimplicity. 

The  Troubadours  loved  to  roam  about 
the  world,  as  well  as  the  Knights.  From 
the  court  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Va- 
queiras  pafTed  into  Italy,  to  Boniface, 
Marquis  of  Montferrat.  On  his  way,  at 
Genoa,  he  made  acquaintance  with  a  wo- 
man, 
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man^  wbofe  heart  he  wifhed  to  gain»  but 
whom  he  found  inflexible. 

This  is  the  fubjed  of  a  dialogue,  in 
which  he  exprefles  himfelf  in  the  Pro- 
ven9al,  and  the  woman  in  the  Genoefe. 

V  A  QJJ  E  I  R  A  s. 

*V  Fair  Lady,  I  have  befought  you 
to  vouchfafe  to  love  me,  for  1  am  your 
flave.  You  are  good,  well-bred,  and 
poffeffed  of  every  virtue ;  you  .are  fo 
courteous  in  all  points,  that  my  heart  is 
attached  to  you  more  than  to  a  thoufand 
others.  It  will  be  a  work  of  charity  to 
return  my  love !  you  will  then  render  me 
happier  than  if  I  poffeffed  the  city  of 
Genoa,  with  all  the  riches  it  contains." 

Genoese. 

«*  Jew  that  .you   are,   you  have    no 

courtefy,  in  thus  importuning  me.    No, 

never  (hould  I  be  your  friend,   though  I 

was  to  behold  you  for  ever  proftrate  at 

CL3  niy 
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my  feet !  I  would  ftrangle  thee  fooner, 
forry  ProveD9al.  I  h|ive  a  hufband  much 
handfomer  than  thou  art  Go  thy  way, 
and  feck  thy  fortune  elfcwherc 


99 


V  A  Q^U  E  I  R  A  S. 

**  Genteel  and  difcreet,  gay,  fen- 
fible,  and  worthy  Lady,  grant  me  your 
favour;  for  joy,  and  honour,  reafon, 
and  every  pthcr  virtue,  is  your  guide  :  for 
this  caufe,  1  am  your  faithful,  frank,  and 
humble  lover,  vcithout  rcferve.  My  love 
preflcs  me  to  feek  for  yours." 

Genoese* 

**  Thou  art  a  fool  to  hold  fuch  dif- 
courfe.  Go  as  thou  cameft.  Thou  haft 
not  the  fenfe  of  a  cat.  I  fhould  do  an 
infamous  thing  to  grant  thee  thy  requeft. 
Waft  thou  the  King's  fon,  I  would  not 
confent.  Doft  thou  take  me  for  a  flave  ? 
By  my  faith  thou  fhalt  not  have  me. 
You  Proven9als  are  wicked  people. " 

Va- 
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V  A  Q^U  EZRAS. 

**  Lady,  do  not  treat  me  with  too 
much  rigour ;  that  is  neither  decent,  nor 
proper.  It  becomes  me,  if  you  pleafe,  to 
make  my  petition,  to  aOTure  you  th^^t  I 
love  you  with  all  my  heart ;  to  conjure 
you  to  eafe  my  anxiety,  and  to  proteft  to 
you,  that  I  am  your  Knight,  and  your 
flave.  In  your  beauty,  though  frefli  and 
blooming  as  the  rofe  in  May,  I  fee  no* 
thing  fo  uncommon;  but  I  love  you; 
and,  if  you  deceive  my  love,  it  will  be 
an  offence  againft  heaven.'* 

Genoese. 

««  I  ESTEEM  not  a  fingle  Genoefe*, 
thy  Proven 9al  babble ;  it  perfuades  me 
not.  I  comprehend  thee  no  more  than  a 
German,  a  Sardinian,  or  a  barbarian ;  for 
thee  I  care  not  at  at  a!l.  Ceafe  thy  jar- 
gon-     If  my  hulband  knew   of    it,   it 

♦  The  coin  of  the  country. 

0^4  would 
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would  go  ill  with  me.      Leave  me  in 
quiet/' 

However  ruflic  the  poet  paints  the 
Genoefe  in  this  dialogue,  he  does  not 
difguife  the  idea  they  had  in  Italy  of  the 
Proven9al8,  whofc  excefles  in  the  king- 
dom of  Naples  augmented,  after  this, 
the  hatred  of  the  Italians. 

Boniface,  Marquis  of  Montferrat, 
was  an  enlightened  and  generous  bene- 
fador  to  Vaqueiras,  who  improved  fo 
much  at  his  court  in  the  art  of  war,  as 
well  as  in  poetry,  that  he  rofe  much  in 
the  public  eftepm.  Thefe  talents  united, 
were  the  delight  of  the  Marquis.  To 
recompenfe  the  Troubadour,  he  raifed 
Jiim  to  the  ran)c  of  Knight,  made  him  his 
companion  in  arms  and  accoutrements, 
pr  brother  in  arms,  a  mark  of  the  mofl 
perfeft  union  among  warriors,  and  gave 
Jxim  habits,   exadly  the  fame  as  his  own, 

a  dir- 


THE   TROUBADOURS.     233 

a  diftin£tion>  of  all  others^  the  mod  en* 
vied  in  courts. 

It  muft  be  a  fingular  merit  that  could 
preferve  fo  much  favour,  in  fo  high  a 
degree  of  elevation.  With  fuch  advan* 
tages  he  became  attached  to  Beatrix,  the 
fitter  of  Boniface,  and  the  wife  of  the 
Lord  of  Del  Carat.  As  he  had  a  fa- 
vourable accefs  to  Beatrix,  he  faid  to  her 
one  day,  **  Vouchfafe,  Madam,  to  give 
me  your  advice  j  I  ftand  in  great  need  of 
counfel.  I  love  a  gentle  Lady,  full  of 
grace  and  merit.  I  converfe  with  her 
continually,  without  daring  to  let  her 
know  my  affedion ;  fo  much  do  I  fland 
in  awe  of  her  virtue.  For  heaven,  and 
for  pity's  fake,  tell  me  whether  I  ought 
to  die  for  love,  from  the  fear  of  making 
it  known." 

**  Every  loyal  lover,"  replied  Bea- 
trix, **  who  attaches  himfelf  to  a  Lady 
of  merit,  whom  he  fears  as  well  as  ref* 

peds, 
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peds,  always  explains  his  fentiments  be- 
fore he  fufFers  himfelf  to  die  for  her  fake- 
I  advife  you  to  declare  your  love,  and  to 
rcquefl;  your  Lady  to  retain  you  as  her 
fervant)  and  her  friend.  If  {he  is  wife> 
and  courteous^  ihe  will  neither  take  it 
amifsy  nor  think  herfelf  dishonoured,  but 
vrill  efteem  you  the  more,  for  fuch  a  de- 
claration ;  for  you  arc  fo  good,  that  there 
is  no  Lady  in  the  world,  who  ought  not 
freely  to  receive  you  as  her  Knight.*' 

On  this  flattering  afluranpe,  Vaqueiras 
declared  the  objeft  of  his  love.  "  Wel- 
come, my  new-found  lover,"  faid  the 
Lady,  *•  try  more  and  more,  by  your 
converfation  and  adions,  to  render  your- 
felf  valuable.  I  retain  you  for  my 
Knight."  —  This  little  dialogue  accords 
perfedlly  with  the  ideas  of  chivalry,  in 
its  original   and  mod  perfect  (late. 

In  a  piece,  wherein  he  celebrates  his 
felicity,  he  lays,   •*  When  a  heart,  lefs 

pene- 
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penetrable  by  nature  than  otherS)  is  (oi^ 
tened  by  affedion,  it  loves  with  more 
tendernefs  ;  from  the  greateft  height)  we 
rifk  the  fevered  fall.  Good  Lady^  do 
not  believe,  the  envious,  who  back-bite» 
and  traduce  me." 

Vaqtjeiras  wrote  a  piece,  in  honour 
of  his  midrefs^  in  which  he  gives  a  hint 
to  thofe  envious  tongues  who  had  wrongs 
ed  him.     The  invention^  and  images  <^ 
this  poetic  pidure  are  truly  interefting* 
He  entitled  it,  Lo  Garros,  alluding  to  the 
puftom  eftabli(hed,  at  this  time,  in  Italy, 
of  fixing  the  principal  ftandard  on  a  cha- 
riot.    The  combatants  had  nothing  more 
at  heart,  on  the  one  fide,  than  to  defend 
this  chariot,  and,  on  the  other,  to  be- 
come mailers  of  it.     The  idea  of  a  war, 
undertaken  from  jealoufy,  againft  the  he- 
roine of  the  Troubadour,  and  fuftained, 
with  honour,  took  its  rife  from  an  inci- 
dent, which  gave  Beatrix  the  name  of  tbe 
Bel-Cavalier.     One  day,  when  the  Mar- 
quis, 
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quis,  returned  from  the  chacc,  paid  her 
his  ufual  vifit,  he  left  his  fword  in  her 
apartment. 

Beatrixi  who  joined  to  a  beautiful 
perfon  a  tafte  for  the  exercifes  of  chivalry, 
pulled  oflF  the  long  robe  (he  wore,  and 
girding  on  the  fword,  like  a  Knight,  (he 
draws  it  from  the  fcabbard,  tofles  it  up 
in  the  air,  catches  it  again  with  dexterity, 
and  wheels  about  to  the  right,  and  to 
the  left;  having  finifhed  her  exercife, 
Ihe  puts  the  fword  into  its  place.  Va- 
queiras  obferved  her  through  the  crevice 
of  the  door,  and  ever  after  gave  her  the 
name  of  the  Bel-Cavalier. 

'*  The  Ladies  of  this  country  would 
begin  a  Ihameful  war,  in  imitation  of  the 
peafants  who  revolt  againft  their  Lord. 
They  are  determined,  whether  on  the 
mountain,  or  in  the  plain,  to  build  a  caftle 
with  towers ;  for  the  honour  and  glory 
of  Madam  Beatrix  rifes  fo  much  above 

theirs, 
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theirs^  that  all  are  refolved  to  elevate  the 
ftandard^  and  attack  her  with  war,  fire, 
duft,  and  fmoke ! 

**  Already  the  Commons  affemhle  to 
make  the  walls^  and  the  ditches  ;  the  old 
women  haften  to  the  fignal  in  rage,  for 
having  loft  their  youth,  their  beauty, 
their  merit.  What  tiltings  will  not  the 
daughter  of  the  Marquis  of  Efte  be  ob- 
liged to  fuftain  ;  for  fhe  is  poflefled  of  all 
the  graces,  and  of  all  the  virtues  ;  and 
fhe  will  no  more  remain  in  peace,  thaa 
her  father,  when  he  once  finds  himfelf  in 
the  field  of  battle. 

**  The  Ladies  of  Verceil  defign  to  en- 
lift  in  the  army.  Agnes  of  Lantu,  and 
of  Vintimille,  are  eager  to  recover  their 
honour;  they  run  in  hafte  to  the  city, 
which  they  call  Troy.  They  have  com- 
mitted the  government  of  it  to  Madame 
de  Savoie. 

**  They 
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"  They  will  have  Beatrix  reftore  to 
them  their  youth,  even  beyond  the  con- 
fines of  Mount  Cenis.  The  Counteffes 
invite  the  new  city  to  make  continual  war 
againft  this  Lady»  who  is  fo  good,  and 
ib  beautiful^  whofe  fame  has  deprived 
them  of  beauty,  and  whofe  complexion 
is  admirable ! 

•*  The  governefs  proudly  announces 
to  them,  fhe  (hall  give  battle ;  (he  founds 
the  bell.  The  old  G)mmons  advance  in 
hade.  Madame  Savoie  affigns  to  each 
her  poft.  She  complains  that  Madame 
Beatrix  is  become  fovereign  miflrefs  of  all 
the  Commons  pofleft ;  and  afTures  them, 
if  (he  does  not  reftore  it  again,  much 
blood  will  be  fpilled. 

<*  All  their  forces  are  afTembled.  They 
march  out  of  the  city,  followed  by  the 
chariot  which  carries  their  ftandard ;  they 
are  armed  with  cuiraflcs,  and  quivers. 
The  battle  begins.     They  doubt  not  that 

Beatrix 
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Beatrix  will  foon  lofe  all  her  glory ;  but, 
were  they  four  againft  one,  they  would 
gain  nothing. 

"  Behold  them  fetting  up  engines, 
traps,  and  petraries.  They  light  up  the 
fires,  let  fly  the  darts,  and  undermine  the 
walls  with  the  battering  rams.  The  he- 
roine of  noble  manners  will  not  fur- 
render  ! 

"  She  mounts  her  hotfe,  armed  with  her 
valour  alone,  without  cuirafs  or  doublet* 
She  precipitates  herfelf  into  the  midft, 
carrying  certain  death  to  every  one  flxe 
encounters.  She  purfues  here  enemies 
alone;  fmites  them  fiirioufly,  and  puts 
them  to  flight.  The  old  Commons  are 
in  conftemation.  Beatrix  purfues  them 
to  Troy,  and  {huts  them  up  in  the  city.'* 

The  more  fuch  elegies  were  agreeable 
to  the  Princefs,  the  more  defirous  were 
the  envious  to  ruin,  in  her  cfteem,  the 

Trou- 


240      THE    HISTORY   OF 

Troubadour  who  compofed  them.  The 
perfidious  arts  of  courtiers,  af e  well  known 
to  feize  any  weak  fide,  that  may  receive 
the  fatal  ftroke.  Vanity  governs  moft 
women ;  what,  then,  muft  its  power  be 
in  the  midft  of  a  court  ?  This  .was  the 
fecret  fpring  they  fet  in  motion.  In  pre- 
fence  of  all  the  Ladies,  they  faid  to  Bea- 
trix, **  Who  is,  then,  this  Rambaud  de 
Vaqueiras,  though  the  Marquis  has  made 
him  a  Knight,  that  he  fhould  prefume 
to  love  fo  exalted  a  Lady  as  yourfelf  ? 
Know,  that  this  does  honour  neither  to 
you,  nor  to  the  Marquis."~-In  fine,  ac- 
cording to  the  genuine  language  of  the 
Provencal  author,  fo  much  cenfure  paflfed 
on  all  fides,  as  is  the  cuftom  with  all  ill- 
mouthed  people,  that  Madam  Beatrix  be- 
came enraged  againft  Rambaud;  and, 
when  he  befought  her  for  love,  and  beg- 
ged her  for  mercy,  Ihe  would  not  hear 
his  prayers  ;  on  the  contrary,  (he  told 
him,  that  he  ought  to  carry  his  love  to 
other  Ladies  who  were  made  for  him^ 

and 
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and  that  (he  would  never  have  any  thing 
more  to  fay  to  him.'* 

The  felicity  of  Vaqueiras  vanifhcd  like 
a  dream.  A  violent  chagrin  devoured 
him.  He  ceafed  to  fingof  love;  and, 
in  his  indignation,  he  diftated  an  inju- 
rious piece  againft  the  v^hole  fex.  In 
another  he  a'ccufes  his  Lady  of  infideityl 
Notwithftanding  all  this,  they  were  af- 
terward reconciled,  with  cafe,  by  the 
means  of  the  Marquis  of  Boniface,  at 
whofe  court  arrived  two  French  jong- 
leurs, who  played  perfeilly  on  the  violin. 
One  day,  when  they  were  executing  a 
ftampide,  with  which  all  the  world  was 
enchanted,  Vaqueiras,  far  from  partaking 
of  the  diverfion,  appeared  plunged  in 
grief.  ''  What  ails  you,  RambauJ  ?" 
faid  Boniface,  '^  Why  are  you  not  de- 
lighted with  fuch  fine  airs,  and  in  behold- 
ing fo  beautiful  and  brave  a  Lady  as  my 
fifter,  who  has  retained  you  for  her  fer- 
vant  ?" — **  I  have  no  rcafon  to  be  joyful,'* 
R  replied 
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replied  he«  drily.  The  Marquis  knew  bi» 
reafon ;  and,  refolving  to  rcftore  hira  to 
joy  and  repofe,  he  faid  to  his  fitter, 
**  For  the  love  o£  me,  and  of  all  the 
company,  I  will  have  you  vouchfafe  to 
befeech  Rambaud  to  cheer  up,  an4  to 
fing  and  rejoice,  as  he  ufed  to  do."  Wes 
fee,  by  this,  the  gallantry  of  the  pqet 
was  not  of  a  fufpicious  nature,  The,La(Jy 
complaifantly  complied  with  the  wifhes  of 
the  Marquis. 

Va  QUE  IRAS,  more  obedient  than  ever 
to  the  orders  of  his  miftrefs,  cpmpofcd  a 
fonixet^  which  flic  had  requefted. 

"  The  firft'of  May,  and  its  fniiling 
lovely  train,  cannot  delight  me,  unlefs  I 
receive  from  you  a  joyous  meflenger, 
who  will  make  the  jealous  die  with  rage. 
Do  not  make  them  laugh  at  my  expence, 
I  befeech  you.  I  fliould  not  furvive  the 
fatal  day  I  was  to  lofe  you !  But  how 
lofe  you  ?  I,  who  have  never  exceeded 

the 
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the  tender  meafure  cdf  feir,  t6fpe&,  and 
love." — ^This  is  followed  by  the  greateft 
elegies;  on  his  Bel -Cavalier ;  and  he  vowa 
to  her  the  moll  ardent  and  everlafting 
love ! 

Thesb  advcnturea  preceded  the  year 
1204,  in  which  a  very  interefting  fcene 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  pablic. 

Innocent  III.  whofe  enterprizes  have 
been    related    againft    the    unfortunate 
Count  of  Thouloufe^  ordered  a  crufade 
to  be  preached  up  ia  France,  agatnft  the 
Turks.    The  Count  of  Champagne  was 
to  be  the  chief  J  he  died.     They  chofe, 
for    his    faccellbrs,  the  Duke  of  Bur«» 
gundy,  and  the  Count  of  Bar  ;  but,  on 
the  refufal  of  both,  they  had  recourfe  to 
the  Marquis  of  Montferrat,  brother  of 
the  famous  Conrad,   who,  in   the  pre- 
ceding crttfades,   was  become  Prince  of 
Tyre,  and  had  been  proclaimed  King  of 
Jerufalem,  a  few  days  before  his  death. 
R  2  Boniface 
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Boniface  accepted  the  command,  which 
was  particularly  agreeable  to  him ;  he 
pafled  into  France,  where  he  took  the 
crofs,  and  concerted  his  enterprize  with 
the  principal  Lords  of  that  country. 

.  Our-  Troubadour  embraced  this  occa- 
fion  of  celebrating  his  protestor.  The 
enthufiafm  of  the  crufades  breathe  in  thU 
piece. 

''We  may  now  perceive  that  God  is 
pleafed  to  recompenfe  the  good.  He  has 
exalted  the  glory  of  the  Marquis  of 
Montferrat  fo  much  above  other  warriors, 
that  the  crufaders  of  France  and  Cham- 
pagne have  afked  him  of  heaven,  as  the 
moft  worthy  of  all  men,  to  recover  the 
Holy  Sepulchre. 

*'  God  has  bcftowcd  On  this  brave 
Marquis  courageous  vaflals,  extcnfive  ter- 
ritories, and  great  riches,  to  fecure  him 
the  more  fuccefs.     He  who  made  the  air, 

the 
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the  heaven,  the  earth,  the  fea,  the  heat, 
the   cold,  the    wind,    the   rain,  and  the 
thunder,  will  have  us  all  pifs  the  fea  in 
his  train  ;  as  Gui,  Gafpard,  and  Melchior, 
the   three    Magi,    went    to    Bethlehem, 
where   the    Turks  have  taken   from  us 
mountains  and   plains,   without  any   in- 
terpofition  on  the  part  of  heaven.     May 
St.  Nicholas  guide  our  fleet.      Let  the 
Champenois  creQ,  their  banners.     Let  the 
Marquis  cry  Montferrat !    Let  the  Count 
Badouin  cry    Flandre  *  !    Let  each  one 
ftrikc  with  all  his  might,   and  break  the 
lances,  and  the  fwords.      We  fliall  foon 
put  the  Turks  to  flight !    Let  the  valiant 
King  of  Spain  purfue  his  conquefts  over 
the  Moors,  while  the  Marquis  continues 
his  fiege  againft  the  Sultan. 

<*  Bel-Cavalier,  for  whom  I  write, 
and  of   whom   I  converfe,    I  know  not 

♦  He  was  one  of  the  principal  crufaders,  and 
was  elefled  Emperor  after  the  taking  of  Conftan- 
iinoplc, 

R  3  whe^ 
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whetheri  for  your  (ake,  I  fhall  take,  or 
quit  the  crofs.  You  delight  me  fo  much 
Vihea  I  behold  you !  and  I  am  fo  afBided 
when  I  behold  you  not  !*' 

It  was  rare  for  love  to  be  weakened 
by  military  ardour ;  above  all  on  the  af- 
fairs of  the  crufade8,  which  excited  the 
warriors  to  (how  themfelves  worthy  of 
their  Ladies,  by  high  exploits.  Vaqueiras 
was,  however,  grieved,  according  to  the 
Proven9al  hiftorian,  at  being  obliged  to 
go  to  this  war ;  be  wif^ed  to  remain  near 
Beatr^c ;  but  he  could  not  refufe  to  em- 
bark with  the  Marquis.  How  ill  do 
ihok  underftand  the  human  heart,  who 
believe  heroes  exempt  from  the  weaknefs 
of  love! 

This  war,  hallowed  by  the  errors  of 
the  age,  diihoqoured  the  ChrilHan  name, 
at  the  taking  of  Conftantinople,  in  1204. 
Inftead  of  deftroying  the  power  of  the 

MuOul^ 
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Muflulmen,  the  crufaders  were  employed 
in  dividing  their  conqucfts. 

The  Marquis  of  Montfcrrat  had  the 
kingdom  of  Salonica,  and  the  Ifle  of 
Candia.  He  enriched  Rambaud ;  who» 
occupied  as  he  was  with  the  beautiful 
Beatrix^  and  lamenting  the  abfence  of  his 
Bel  Cavalier,  yet,  in  a  piece,  the  images 
and  thoughts  of  which  are  very  curious, 
and  original,  he  feems  to  boaft  of  his  fer- 
vices  to  the  Marquis,  as  a  man  who  foli- 
cits  new  favours. 

^*  Valiant  Marquis,  Lord  of  Mont- 
ferrat,    I   thank  God,    from  whom  you 
have  received  fo  much  honour;   for  no 
Chriftian,  who  wears  a  crown,   has  ac- 
quired more,  has  fpent  more,  or  has  be- 
llowed more,  than  yourfelf.     In  you  I 
find  a  good  Lord,  who  have  maintained 
jne,  equipped   me,  exalted  me,   from  a 
low  to  a  high  condition ;  who,   from  no- 
thing, have  advanced  me  to  the  honour- 
R  4  able 
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able  ftate  of  a  Knight,  to  the  approbation 
of  a  court,  and  to  the  praife  of  the  La- 
dies, i  have  ferved  you  with  faith  and 
truth.  I  have  attended  you  in  your  court 
to  the  Ladies,  and  in  your  warlike  expe- 
ditions. With  you  I  have  loft  and  gain- 
ed, given  and  received  blows ;  I  have 
afliftcd  you  to  conquer  empires,  king- 
doms, duchies,  ifles,  provinces,  and  the 
territories  of  ftrangers  ;  to  take  prifoners 
kings,  and  princes ;  to  conquer  armed 
Knights,  and  to  take  cities  and  palaces  by 
llorm.  With  you  I  have  driven  out  the 
Emperor  of  Romania,  whom  you  difpof- 
fefled  of  his  kingdom,  to  beftow  it  on 
another  *  :  and,  had  I  not  been  raifed 
by  you  to  wealth,  and  fame,  it  could 
never  have  been  fuppofed  I  had  ferved, 
or  been  in  your  train.  You  know, 
my  Lord  Marquis,  that  this  is  the  fimple 
truth, 

•   The  Count   of  Flanders* 

"  When 
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**  When  we  aflaulted  Azaiftrigo  *, 
four  hundred  Knights  purfued  you,  with 
all  their  might.  With  ten  companions 
only  you  faced  them ;  and  they  dreaded 
you  more  than  the  crane  dreads  the  fal- 
con. I  came  up  with  you  when  you 
flood  in  great  need  of  my  affiftance.  We 
raifed  up  the  Marquis  Albert,  whom  they 
had  overthrown.  I  have  been  in  grievous 
prifons,  for  having  happily  ferved  you  in 
your  wars.  For  you  I  have  ventured 
many  aflaults,  burnt  many  houfes,  and 
done  many  bold  adions ;  for  which,  as 
you  know,  I  was  not  over  recompenfed- 
At  Medina  I  covered  you  with  my  cloak ; 
and  I  came  up  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  crofs-bows,  the  lances,  the  arrows, 
the  fwords,  and  the  cutlafles  were  fhower- 
ed  on  your  head,  and  breaft ;  and,  when 
you  took  Rondaflb,  Paterno,  Palermo^ 
Calatagiro,  I  was  the  firft  under  your 
banner. 

*  An  unknown  place. 

''  Then, 


250     THE    HISTORY    OF 

•*  Then,  when  you  went  to  the  cru- 
fide,  I  had  no  sinlbition.  Heaven  foN 
give  me,  to  pafs  with  you  beyond  the  fea ; 
but,  in  compliance  with  your  requeft,  I 
ihade  my  confeflion,  and  took  the  crofs* 
And  when  I  went  under  your  ftandard» 
toward  Blaquerne  *,  I  carried  arms, 
weighty  as  thofe  at  Braban9on.  I  fought 
on  the  fteps,  under  the  tower,  and  re- 
ceived a  wound  through  my  armour.  So 
near  the  palace  I  fought,  that  the  rebel- 
lious Emperor  was  overthrown,  the  wicked 
Gre^k,  who treacheroufly  killed  his  brother. 
When  he  faw  the  fmoke,  and  the  fiamey 
the  walls  pierced  in  feveral  places  ;  when 
he  beheld  you  fight  defperately  in  the  field, 
and  yet  merrily,  and  without  fear,  (you 
was  but  one  againfl:  a  hundred) ;  when 
he  faw  the  Count  of  Flandef  s,  the  French, 
the  Britons,  the  Germans,  the  Lombards, 
the  Burgundians,  the  Spanifh,  Gafcons, 
and    Provenfals,    all   engaged  in  battle, 

♦  The  palace  at  Conftaiitinople; 

cavalry. 
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cavalry,  and  infantry,  this  Emperor,  hav- 
ing his  heart  in  his  heels,  and  his  vile 
Greeks,  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion. We  purfued  them  as  the  wolf  pur- 
fues  the  lamb  ;  they  appeared  like  young 
eagles,  and  we  like  hawks.  The  Em- 
peror ftole  off  in  the  flight,  leaving  to  us 
the  palace  of  Bucaleon,  and  his  handfome 
daughter.  You  know,  and  all  thofe  who 
are  with  you  know,  I  fpeak  nothing  but 
truth. 

**  I  ADD,  that  your  renown  isfo  much 
increafed  by  my  verle,  and  my  fong,  that 
it  will  extend  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

**  When  a  good  vaflal  ferves  a  good 
Lord,  honour  and  reward  will  be  his  por- 
tion. Wherefore,  I  expeQ:  from  you  fuch 
profit  and  reputation. 

"  My  Lord  Marquis,  I  would  recall 
to  your  memory  all  the  high  deeds  of 
your  firft  campaigns.     To  give  leflbns  to 

others 
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others  is  our  duty;  and  the  brilliant 
deeds  of  your  youth  ought  to  ferve  for 
inftrudion  to  thofe  who  would  enter  into 
the  path  of  glory.  Your  bravery  exalts 
you  fo  much,  that  you  are  praifed  as  a 
noble  Lord,  and  I  am  next  to  a  Banneret. 

*'  Reflect  upon  my  part  attachment, 
and  on  the  great  adlions  we  have  done  oh 
the  fea.  Recoiled,  when^in  the  midft  of 
fupper  you  ran  away  with  the  Lady  Sol- 
dina,  from  the  ftrongeft  intrenchment  of 
the  Marquis  Malafpina.  You  gave  her  to 
Poncet  d'Aquilane^r  who  was  reduced  to 
extreme  ficknefs  for  her  fake.  Call  to 
mind  the  jongleur  Aimonet,  who  brought 
you  news  of  Jacobina,  whom  they  were 
carrying  into  Sardinia,  to  marry  her 
againft  her  will.  Remember  how  ten- 
derly (he  embraced  you,  when  fhe  took 
her  leave,  and  befought  you,  in  the  moft 
touching  manner,  to  defend  her  againft 
the.injuftice  of  her  uncle  !  You  ordered 
five  of  your  beft  Tquires  to  mount  their 

borfes. 
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horfes.  We  ran  through  the  darknefs. 
I  myfelf  carried  her  ofF  from  the  park, 
while  the  multitude  fliouted  for  joy. 
Horfe  and  foot  purfued  us.  We  took 
every  meafure  to  efcape  them.  We 
thought  ourfelves  out  of  danger,  when 
we  were  attacked  by  the  Pifans.  Behold- 
ing fo  many  Knights  at  our  elbow,  fo 
niany  dazzling  fhields,  fo  many  banners 
fluttering  in  the  air,  none  need  queftion 
the  fear  that  poffeffed  us.  We  retired, 
and  hid  ourfelves  between  Albergue  and 
Jinal ;  there,  on  all  fides,  we  heard  the 
found  of  cornets,  and  clarions,  and  the  cry 
to  arms,  to  arms !  We  remained  here  two 
days  without  meat  or  drink.  The  third 
day  we  ventured  out,  and  met,  in  a  nar- 
row way,  twelve  robbers.  We  knew  not 
what  to  do  J  for  we  could  not  attack  them 
on  horfeback.  I  went  againft  them  on 
foot.  '  I  received  a  wound  from  a  lance ; 
but  I  wounded  three  or  four,  and  put 
them  all  to  flight.  My  companions  join- 
ed   me  ;  we  forced  the  thieves   to  quit 

the 
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the  paflage^  and  then  we  pafled  along  in 
fafety.  You  recollca,  without  doubt, 
how  gaily  we  dined,  though  we  had  but 
little  to  eat,  having  only  one  )oaf^  and 
nothing  to  drint  In  the  evening  we  ar- 
rived at  Nice,  and  went  to  the  houfe  of 
Puiclair,  who  wa^  fo  rejoiced  at  the  fight 
of  us,  that  he  would  evett  have  given 
you  hi3  daughter  Aigkte :  but  you,  the 
next  morning,  Hke  a  good  Lord,  and  a 
brave  Baron,  gave  Aigrette  ia  marriage 
to  Gkii  Adhemar  de  Montcih  You  alio 
gave  Jacobtna  to  Anfelmet^  and  caufed 
him  to  recover  hit  province  of  Viimm%KaK» 
in  fpight  of  his  unde,  who  would  have 
difpofieSed  hixa. 

*^  If  I  undertook,  my  Lord,  to  relate 
all  your  great  adions,  of  which  I  was 
witnefs,  it  would  fatigue  me  to  repeat^ 
and  you  to  lifien  to  them. 

**  More  than  a  hundred  virgins  have 
I  ieta  you  marry  to  Counts,  to  Mar- 

quiffes. 
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quifles,   and  ta  Barons   of   lugk    rank^ 
without  ever  finning  againft  chaftity  00 
ypur  own  part,  though  in  the  prime  of 
your  youth  and  vigour.     More  tbaa  a 
hundred  Knights  have  I  feen  you  eftab)i& 
in  feudal  tenures ;  and  a  hundred  othei 9^  . 
who  deferved  it,   I  have  beheld  you  ruin 
and   deflroy :    thus   elevating   the  good^ 
and  abafing  the  wicked.     So  many  wi- 
dows and  orphans  have  I  feen  you  con-> 
fole,  and  fo  naany  miferable  people  have 
you  relieved,  that  if  mercy  can  gain  en- 
trance into  Paradife^  you  mud  be  admit-- 
ted  there ;   for  never  was  there  a  man 
worthy   of  favour,    whofe   petition    you 
have  ever  refufed.     And  to  fay  the  truth, 
my  Lord,  you  inherit  the  generofity  of 
Alexander,   the  courage  of  Roland   the 
twelfth  Peer,  and  the  gallantry  and  elo- 
quence of  the  worthy  Berard.     The  mag- 
nificence of    habits,    the    fplendour    of 
arms,   the  delight  of  games,   of  mufic, 
and  of  fong  furround  your  perfon ;  and 
all  the  virtues  reign  in  your  heart. 

^*  1 
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**  I  CAN  boaft,  my  Lord,  that  I  have 
undcrftood  how  to  condudt  myfelf  in 
your  court ;  to  give,  to  ferve,  to  be  com- 
plaifant,  and  difcreet.  I  have  never  of- 
fended any  one ;  and  no  one  could  ever 
reproach  me  for  having  left  your  fide  in 
war,  or  that  I  feared  death  where  your 
glory  was  concerned. 

**  Your  whole  life  being  thus  known 
to  me,  you  ought  to  prefer  and  ferve  mc 
before  any  other.  This  conducft  is  but 
juft,  my  Lord  Marquis,  to  your  witnefs, 
your  Knight,  and  your  jongleur/' 

An  attentive  reader  will  draw  many 
refledions  from  this  piece.  Befide  thofe 
traits  which  charaSerife  the  ancient  man- 
ners, there  is  equal  addrefs  and  fimplicity. 
The  eulogies  beftowed  on  the  Marquis, 
apologizes  for  thofe  of  the  Troubadour. 
Few  would  dare  thus  to  fpeak  of  thcm- 
felves,  though  with  juftice,  in  modern 
times  ;   but  many  would  do  it  in  an  in- 

finuating 


THE    TROUBADOURS^     257 

finua^ng  and  lefs  honourable  manner ;  and 
Homer  gives  us  examples  of  this  plain 
fpeaking,  and  the  claim  of  that  title 
which  becomes  due  to  men  from  their 
actions. 

The  Marquis  of  Montferrat  died  in 
1.207,  in  a  battle  againft  the  Turks,  leav- 
ing Montferrat  to  William,  his  eldeft  fon, 
and  the  kingdom  of  Salonica  to  his 
youngeft  fon  Demetrius.  It  is  not  known 
whether  Rambaud  Vaqueiras  died  before, 
or  after  his  Lord. 

In  a  fong  of  this  poet,  wherein  he 
complains  of  the  rigours  of  his  miftrefs, 
there  is  a  remarkable  couplet. 

«*  The  day  in  which  love  made  choice 
of  us  both,  your  beauty  infpired  me  with 
the  vanity  of  the  peacock,  when  he  con- 
templates the  colours  of  his  plumage, 
and  climbs  up,  in  creiled  pride,  on  the 
top  of  high  walls  j  this  arrogance  conti- 
S  Dues 
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nues,  till,  glancing  his  eyes  downwards, 
he  is  humbled  with  the  view  of  his 
feet.  Thus  the  lovely  appearance  of  my 
Lady  puffs  me  up  with  vanity,  and  joy, 
till  fhe  makes  war  upon  me  with  a  No !" 


RICHARD    DE   BARBESIEU. 

RIcHARD  DE  Barbesieu  was  bom  in 
the  caftle  of  Barbefieu,  in  Sain- 
tonge.  With  great  genius,  and  a  very 
handfome  perfon,.  he  was  fo  baftiful, 
that  in  company  he  always  appeared  em- 
barrafled,  gloomy,  and  filent ;  and  it  re- 
quired the  efforts  of  his  particular  friends 
to  give  him  the  leaft  degree  of  freedom 
and  eafe.  He  became  attached,  howeverj 
to  a  rich  Baronefs,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Geoffroi^  Rudel,  Prince  of  Blaye,  and 
the  wife  of  GeofFroi  de  Touai.  Her 
character  ^as  the  very  oppofite  of  his ; 

fhe 
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{he  was  extremely  gay,  had  a  wonderful 
pleafantry  ia  converfation,    and  a  great 
ambition  to  be  praifed,  and  admired.     She 
foon   perceived   the  attachment  of   Bar- 
befieu,   and  received  it  with  pleafurc,   as 
{he  wilhed  for  nothing  fo  much  as  to  be 
celebrated  by  a  poet  of  his  talents ;   but, 
as  this  was  her  whole  view  in  encouraging 
his  paflion,    he    complained  bitterly    of 
her  rigour,  and  quitted  her  for  another 
Lady,  who,  after  encouraging  him,  ex- 
prefTed  the  greateft  difdain  of  his  caprice. 
**  Go,*'  fays  (he,  "  you  are  unworthy  of 
any  woman's  love.     You  are  the  falfeft 
man  in  the  world,  to  abandon  a  Lady  fo 
lovely,    fo    amiable.       Go;    fince    you 
have  forfaken  her,  you  will  forfake  every 
other.*'       Baibefieu    returned,    and   be- 
fought  the  grace  of  Madam  Touai,   but 
all  in  vain ;  he  became  furious,  and,  in 
his  rage,  compofed  the  following  invedive 
againft  women  : 

"  To  feek  for  fidelity  in  women,  is  to 

feek  holy  things  among  the  carcafles  of 

S  2  dead 
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dead  and  putrid  dogs  ;  to  confide  in  thein> 
is  the  confidence  of  the  dove  in.  the  kite. 
If  they  have  no  children,  they  beftow  a 
fuppofed  offspring,  that  they  may  inherit 
the  dowry,  which  belongs  only  to  mo- 
thers. What  you  love  the  moft,  their 
arts  will  caufe  you  to  hate ;  and  what  you 
cannot  endure,  they  will  force  you  to 
love.  Their  lives  are  fpent  in  perverting 
one  another,  and  in  ruining  all  thofe  who 
are  conneded  with  them ;  and,  when 
they  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their 
iniquity,  they  laugh  at  their  diforders,  and 
juftify  their  guilt." 

CvERWHELMED  with  dcfpair,  our 
Troubadour  retired  into  a  w^ood,  where 
he  built  himfelf  a  cottage,  refolving  never 
more  to  appear  in  the  world,  unlefs  he 
could  be  reftored  to  the  favour  of  Madam 
Touai.  All  the  Knights  of  the  country 
were  touched  with  his  fate.  When  two 
years  were  elapfed,  they  came  and  be- 
fought  him  to  abandon  his  retreat  j   but 

he 
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he  remained  firm  to  hig  firft  refolution. 
At  lafl:  all  the  Ladies,  and  the  Knights 
aflembled,  and  went  to  befecch  Madam 
Touai  to  have  pity  on  him  :  but  flie  an- 
fwered,  Ihe  would  never  grant  this  re- 
queft,  .till  a  hundred  Ladies,  and  a  hun- 
dred Knights,  who  were  truly  in  love, 
came  to  her  with  hands  joined,  and  knees 
bent,  to  afk  for  mercy,  and  folicit  the 
pardon  of  Barbeficu.  On  this  condition 
ihe  promifed  to  grant  it.  This  news  re- 
flored  life  to  our  poet,  and  he  thus  ex- 
prefles  his  defires,  and  his  griefs. 

"  As  an  elephant,  who  is  overthrown, 
cannot  be  raifed  up  till  a  number  of  ele- 
phants roufe  him  by  their  cries,  fo  nei- 
ther fliould  1  have  ever  been  relieved 
from  my  diftrefi,  if  thefe  loyal  lovers  had 
not  obtained  me  grace,  befeeching  it  of 
her  who  alone  can  beftow  felicity.  With- 
out their  charity  I  had  continued  filent, 
{hut  up  as  a  rec-ufe,  deprived  of  joy  anJ 
life !  for  I  partake  not  of  the  nature  of 
.     S  3  the 
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the  bear,  who  fattens  on  hunger  and  mi- 
fery.  I  would  have  died  like  the  phoenix, 
and,  like  him,  have  revived  from  my 
aflies,  to  have  regained  the  favour  of  her 
whom  I  have  offended,  and  whom,  for 
two  years,  I  have  not  dared  to  behold. 
My  fong,  be  the  interpreter  of  my  heart 
toward  her.  I  will  fubmit  to  her  mercy, 
like  the  flag,  who>  having  finifhed  his 
courfe,  lies  down  and  dies  at  the  feet  of 
the  huntfmen." 

Th  e  Ladies  and  the  Knights  aflembled, 
according  to  the  number  prefcribed ; 
they  went  to  intercede  for  this  unfortunate 
lover,  and  they  obtained  for  him  the  par- 
don he  defired :  but  Madam  Touai  died 
foon  after  J  and  Barbefieu,  not  being  able 
to  live  in  a  country  which  recalled  to  his 
mind  the  fufferings  he  had  undergone, 
and  the  lofs  of  his  beloved  miftrefs,  with- 
drew into  Spain^  where  he  ended  his 
days. 

SORDEL 
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SORDEL,      BLACAS, 
AND    BLACASSET, 

AS  the  beft  piece  of  Sorders  was  an 
elegy  on  Blacas,  I  have  united  the 
account  of  thefe  Troubadours,  and  of 
BlacafTet,  the  fon  of  BlacaS)  who  inherited 
the  worth  of  his  father. 

SoRDEL  was  born  at  Gaito,  in  Mantua. 
He  was  the  fon  of  a  poor  Knight :  from 
his  childhood  he  difcovered  a  tafte  for 
poetry ;  and,  when  he  grew  up,  he  fre- 
quented the  court  of  St.  Boniface,  near 
Verona,  who  proved  to  him  a  generous 
Mecaenas ;  but  he  repaid  his  kindnefs  with 
ingratitude. 

He  fell  in  love  with  the  wife  of  Boni- 
face, and  was  beloved  by  her.    A  quarrel 
S  4  arifing 
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arifing  between  the  Count  and  the  bro- 
thers of  this  Lady,  fhe  was  harfhly  treat- 
ed by  her  hufband,  probably  for  Tiding 
with  them.  Jn  rievenge^  they  engaged 
Sordel  to  carry  her  off.  He  accompUftied 
it,  and  lived  with  them.  Afterward  he 
paffed  into  Provence,  where  his  talents 
gained  him  much  honour  ;  and  he  was' 
particularly  noticed  by  the  Count  and 
Countefs  of  Provence,  who  gave  him  a 
caflle,  and  married  him  to  a  Lady  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  rank.  Moft  of  the  fonnets  he 
wrote  were  fevere  and  licentious ;  and, 
though  in  one  of  them,  among  many 
common-place  obfervations,  he  fpeaks 
highly  of  pure  and  tender  love,  and  fays, 
words  may  be  feigned,  but  tender  looks 
proceed  from  the  heart,  yet,  in  others, 
he  boafts  of  his  libertinifm  in  fo  fhame- 
ful  a  manner,  that  they  ought  to  be  bu- 
ried in  oblivion,  and  I  fliall  therefore 
omit  them,  notwithftanding  the  high 
praifes  given  them  in  that  age,  and  pro- 
ceed 
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ceed  to  the  characfler  of  BJacas,  and  the 
elegy  fo  juftly  given  him  by  Sordel. 

Blacas  was  a  noble  Baron  of  Pro* 
vence,  rich  and  generous,  formed  for 
love,  and  renowned  in  war.  He  kept  aa 
open  court,  and  was  magnificent  in  all  his 
adtions-  With  the  love  of  grandeur,  he 
joined  an  unlimited  hofpitality  ;  and  had 
more  joy  in  difpenfing,  than  others  in 
receiving  his  favours.  He  nouri(hed^ 
and  confoled  the  poor  and  wretched,  and 
was  the  prote£lor  of  all  the  oppreffed 
and  miferable;  thefe  virtues  increafed  with 
his  age,  and  obtained  him  the  love  of  his 
friends,  and  the  refpedt  of  his  enemies. 
Thefe  are  all  the  particulars  given  of  his 
life,  and  which  fully  juftify  the  follow- 
ing lamentation  and  panegyric  of  SordeU 

**  I  WEEP  for  Blacas.  My  grief  is  juft ; 
for  in  lofing  him,  I  have  loft  a  generous 
Lord,  and  a  kind  friend !  There  is  no 
compenfation  for  this  lofs,  but  to  give  to 

others 
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others  what  he  fo  amply  poffeffed,  and 
they  fo  greatly  need, 

<*  His  heart  fliall  be  divided  among  the 
Kings  and  Princes. 

••  The  Emperor  of  Rome  fhall  eat  of 
it  the  firft,  that  he  may  recover  from 
the  Milaaefe  the  country  they  have  taken 
from  himj  in  defpight  of  his  German 
troopSt 

**  The  noble  King  of  France,  St.  Lewis^ 
ihall  next  eat  o£  it,  that  he  may  regain 
Caftile,  which  his  folly  has  loft ;  but,  if 
his  mother  is  informed  of  itj  he  will  not 
^at ;  for  he  fears  her  difpleafure  more  than 
}iis  own  fame. 

**  The  King  of  England,  Henry  III. 
ought  to  have  a  large  dice ;  he  has  but 
little  heart  at  prefent,  and  he  requires  a 
great  deal  to  recover  the  dominions  he  has 
iiifiered  the  King  of  France  to  ufurp. 

"  The 
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''  The  Kingof  Caftile,  Ferdinand  III. 
muft  have  the  fhare  of  two  princes ;  fot 
he  poflefles  two  kingdoms,  and  is  not 
able  to  govern  one:  but  he,  alfo,  muft 
conceal  it  from  his  mother,  or  (he  will 
baflinade  him. 

**  James  I.  King  of  Arragon,  muft 
alfo  eat  of  this  heart,  if  he  would  wipe 
oflF  the  infult  he  received  at  Marfeilles ; 
for  by  this  only  c>in  he  retrieve  his  ho- 
nour, 

«*  The  King  of  Navarre  has  alfo  great 
nged  of  this  heart.  When  Count  of 
Champaigne,  he  was  more  a  King  than  at 
prefent.  It  is  lamentable  when  the  de- 
fect of  courage  is  found  in  thofe  who  are 
raifed  by  heaven  to  dignity. 

«  If  the  Count  of  Touloufe,  Rai- 
mond  VII.  will  recover  what  he  formerly 
poffeft,  and  preferve  what  ftill  remains, 

he 
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he  mud  exchange  his  own  heart  for  a 
better. 

•'  The  Count  of  Provence,  Raimond 
Berenger  V.  will  do  well  alfo  to  eat  of 
this  heart,,  if  he  refleds  how  fmall  is  the 
confequence  of  a  Count,  who  is  ftripped 
of  his  dominions.  He  may  adl  vigour- 
oufly,  but  he  will  need  the  heart  of  Blacas 
to  fuftain  the  burthen  that  will  be  laid 
upon  him." 

There  is  a  little  dialogue  of  Sordel, 
.in  which  he  thus  fpeaks  of  the  bad  faith 
of  Princes,  and  the  importance  of  truth." 

'  Sordel. 

'*  I  AM  aftoniflied  that  a  Prince  Ihould 
promife  what  is  right,  and  perform  what 
is  wrong.  Adions  (hould  precede  words, 
or  it  is  better  to  be  filent ;  but  to  promife, 
without  ever  defigning  to  perform,  is  to 
add  lies  to  deceit." 

MONTAN, 
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M  O  N  T  A  N. 

**  For  my  part,  I  wonder  not  at  the 
deceits  cxercifed  by  Princes ;  it  cofls  them 
fo  much  to  be  generous  and  juft>  that  their 
hearts  caiji  never  keep  pace  with  their 
words.  They  think  they  can  difculpate 
themfelves  by  handfome  lies  ;  but  in  this 
they  wrong  their  judgment  no  lefs  than 
their  hearts." 

S  o  R  D  E  L. 

•Mn  every  condition,  the  true  maxim 
is  to  promife  nothing  but  what  we  know 
we  can  perform.  To  be  apt  to  promife, 
is  a  lightnefs  that  refleds  little  honour ; 
but  to  break  our  word  is  infamous/' 

SoRDEL  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  ven-^ 
ture  on  the  crufade  with  St.  Lewis,  and 
gives  this  fmgular  and  prophane  refufal. 

•*  The  fouls  of  all  are  faved,  who  pe- 
rifh  at  fea ;   but  I  wi(h  to  arrive  at  Para- 

dife 
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dife  as  late  as  poffible,  and  therefore  I  will 
not  embark  for  it  daring  my  life.". 

There  are  no  other  particulars  of  Sor- 
deVs  life,  but  thofe  related  in  the  beginning 
of  it.  Of  Blacaflet,  the  fon  of  Blacas,  there 
is  the  following  fonnet,  which,  for  its 
fingularity,  and  tendernefs,  was  referved 
for  the  conclufion  of  thefe  lives ;  the 
character  of  Blacaflet  being  only  known 
by  his  works,  of  which  this  is  the  prin- 
cipal piece,  and  is  a  fort  of  elegy  on  two 
Ladies  who  had  taken  the  veil. 

•^  If  the  pangs  of  love  fliould  now 
torment  me,  to  whom  fliall  I  fly  for  fuc- 
cour  ?  for  they  have  entered  the  cloifter ; 
they,  to  whom  my  fong,  and  the  fong  of 
the  Count  of'  Provence  was  ever  joyfully 
iaddrcfled.  They  are  loft,  and  it  is  death 
to  live  without  them. 

**  Honour^  and  Virtue^  where  will  ye 

now  rcfide  ?  for  they  were  your  glory  and 

fupport ! 

*'  While 
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*«  While  Huguettc,  and  her  fitter, 
chant  their  conventual  orifons,  we  are 
fhedding  tears>  and  making  lamentations  ; 
but  what  avails  our  grief!  I  will  fly  this 
inftant ;  I  will  go  and  fet  fire  to  the  con- 
vent, and  burn  all  the  Nuns.  I  could 
even  blafpheme  St.  Pons,  who  has  takea 
from  Provence  all  its  pride  and  felicity. 

*'  Alas,  they  are  lofl !  We  are  for  ever 
deprived  of  Huguette  and  Etienette  V\ 


SAVARI   DE   MAULEON. 

SAVARI  was  a  rich  Baron  of  Poitou, 
Lord  of  Mauleon,  and  of  feveral 
other  fiefs.  He  was  a  brave  and  gal- 
lant Knight;  renowned  for  poetry,  for 
his  (kill  in  tournaments,  and  for  his  tafte 
and  elegance  at  all  public  diverfions. 

A  VISIT 
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^  A  VISIT  this  Lord  paid  to  Madam 
Guillemette  de  Benavias,  in  company 
with  two  other  Lords,  was  the  founda- 
tion of  a  dialogue  on  three  different  proofs 
of  love,  and  which  of  them  defer  ved  the 
preference. 

Each  of  thefe  Lords  had  befought  the 
love  of  Madam  Guillemette,  Being  feat- 
ed)  onfi  at  her  right  hand,  the  other  at 
her  left,  and  the  third  before  her ;  (he 
eyed  the  one  with  tendernefs,  prefled  the 
hand  of  the  other,  and  touched  the  foot 
of  Savari,  giving  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  kind  and  gracious  fmile. 

5avari  went  to  his  two  friends,  Gau- 
celm  Faidit,  and  Hugues  de  Bacalaria, 
and  defired  they  would  refolve  him,  to 
which  of  the  three  the  Lady  had  fhown 
the  mod  aflFedtion. 

G  A  u  c  E  L  M. 
*'  I  THINK  to  him  who  received  the 
tender  look ;  that  always  arlfes  from  the 

foul. 
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foul.  The  preflure  of  the  hand  is  a  cour- 
tefy  which  belongs  to  all  thofe  who  are 
politely  received  ;  and,  to  touch  the  foot, 
may  arife  from  accident,  and  is  no  proof 
of  love. 

H  u  G  u  E  s. 

**  In-  my  opinion,  the  look  is  of  no 
fignification  ;  for  kind  looks  are  addrcffed 
to  all,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  are  fooliflily 
intrapped  by  them.  Nor  do  I  make  any 
Account  of  touching  the  foot :  but,  when 
a  white  hand,  without  glove,  prcflfes  ten- 
derly its  friend,  this  is  a  certain  proof  of 
the  love  that  proceeds  from  the  heart. 

S  A  v  A  R  I. 

*'  I  REJOICE  you  have  left  me  the  beft 
proof  of  love.  To  touch  the  foot,  is  a  fa- 
vour of  the  highefl  kind,  becaufe  hidden 
from  the  penetration  of  others ;  and,  be- 
ing accompanied  with  a  gracious  fmile, 
it  is  afluredly  a  proof  of  frank  and  fincerc 
affeflion.  I  am  aftonifhed  that  Gaucelm 
T     ^  prefers 
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prefers  the  look,  who  has  the  reputatioa 
of  being  fo  fkilful  in  the  art  of  love. 

G  A  u  c  E  L  M. 

"  You  do  ill  to  (light  the  tendernefs 
of  looks.  The  eyes  are  the  meflengers 
of  the  foul ;  they  announce  to  thofe  be- 
loved, what  a  fond  timidity  would  con- 
ceal from  others ;  they  are  the  depofi- 
tories  of  the  whole  treafure  of  love,  and 
well  underftood  by  hearts  united  in  affec- 
tion. Looks  are  the  only  perfedl  tokens 
of  preference,  and  of  love  !" 

These  gallant  amufements  were  the 
ferious  occupations  of  heroes  and  poets  in 
this  age.  In  another  fragment  of  Sa- 
vari's,  he  thus  fingularly  exprefles  him- 
felf  to  his  miftrefs. 


cc 


Lady,  you  have  conquered  all  the 
world.  It  is  the  height  of  my  ambition 
to  conquer  you.    I  have  colleded  Bafques, 

and 
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and  Braban9on8  *  ;  and,  thanks  to  my 
care,  we  are  five  hundred  of  us,  who  will 
pundually  execute  your  orders.  Explaia 
your  wiflies ;  give  us  your  commands. 
Our  courfers  are  ready  bridled.  We  will 
mount  them  inftantly  in  your  caufe."— 
The  Lady,  no  doubt,  exacted  from  her 
hero  fome  military  exploit;  but  what,  is 
not  mentioned. 

This  morfel  perhaps  referred  to  the 
expeditions  of  Savari  into  Gafcoigne,  and 
Poitou,  to  maintain  againft  France  the 
declining  party  of  the  King  of  England. 
The  Provenfal  manufcript  unites  with  the 
exploits  of  this  Troubadour,  fome  ac- 
counts which  relate  to  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
times. 

After  the  death  of  King  Richard,  in 
1 199,  his  brother  John  fucceeded  to  the 
crown  of  England,    with  the  duchy  of 

♦   Auxiliary  troops. 

T  z  AquU 
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Aqultaine,  and  the  county  of  Poitoii. 
Immediately  on  his  being  raifed  to  fuch 
dignity  and  power,  he  went  to  Bernard, 
•Count  of  Angouleme,  (who  had  a  mod 
beautiful  daughter  of  fifteen,  already  af- 
fianced to  Hugues  le  Brun,  Count  of 
Marchc),  and  defired  her  in  marriage ; 
he  obtained  her  of  her  father,  married 
her  immediately,  and  brought  her  into 
Normandy. 

The  Count  of  Marche,  in  defpair  at 
having  his  intended  wife  thus  carried  off, 
implored  the  afliftance  of  all  his  relations 
and  friends,  who,  touched  with  his  grief, 
and  the  injury  done  him,  refolved  to  take 
Arthur  of  Bretagne,  the  fon  of  Count 
Geoffroi,  and  acknowlege  him  for  theip 
Lord. 

In  this  they  confulted  the  right  of 
-  thefe  Princes,  fince  the  father  of  Arthur 

was   the  eldeft  brother   of  King  John. 

The  projeQ:  was  executed.  The  Lorda 
■ '       •  did 
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did  homage  ta  the  young  Prince,  and  put 
him  in  poffeflion  of  the  country,  except 
fome  caftles  and  villages,  which  remained 
firm  to  the  King  of  England, 

In  the  mean  while  John  continued  in 
Normandy,  nor  could  any  thing  prevail 
on  him  to  quit  his  wife;  and  he  pafled 
his  time  in  hunting,  fiflbing,  and  hawk- 
ing, in  which  amufements  fhe  always 
partook :  and,  without  any  concern,  he 
fufFered  his  dominions  to  be  wrefted  f^om 
him.  To  draw  him  out  of  this  lethargy, 
they  told  him,  his  mother  was  befieged 
in  the  caftle  of  Mirabeau.  At  this  news 
he  fet  off  inftantly  to  her  fuccour,  with- 
out informing  any  one  of  his  defign,  and 
fanning  unexpedledly  on  the  befiegers,  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  he  carried  off 
Arthur,  and  all  thofe  who  accompanied 
him.  But,  impatient  to  rejoin  his  wife, 
whom  he  loved  fo  tenderly  that  he  could 
not  live  without  her,  he  abandoned  Poi- 
tou,  and  returned  into  Normandy. 

T  3  After 
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After  this  he  releafed  his  prifoners 
on  their  parole  of  honour,  and  obliged 
them  to  give  him  hoftages.  He  then  re- 
imbarked  for  England,  and  brought  with 
him  his  nephew,  Arthur,  whom  he  caufed 
to  be  drowned.  As  foon  as  the  King  of 
France  (Philip  Auguftus)  was  informed 
that  John  had  pafled  into  England,  with 
his  wife,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
great  arn^y,  and  conquered  Normandy. 
The  Barons  of  Poitou  having  revolt- 
ed, took  this  province  alfo  from  the 
King  of  England,  excepting  the  city  of 
RocheUe. 

Savari  had  been  (hut  up,  by  the  order 
of  John,  in  the  tower,  where  they  im- 
prifoned  thofe  who  were  deflined  to  periflh 
for  want  j  but  he  had  fo  much  forefight, 
find  ingenuity,  that  he  rendered  {limfelf 
ipafter  of  the  caftle  in  whi^h  he  was  im- 
prifoned.  He  made  a  treaty,  after  this, 
with  King  John,  and  obtained  the  title 
^^  frovernor,    or  commander  of  all  the 

places 
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places  which  this  Prince  retained  in  Gaf- 
cony. 

The  Proven9al  hiftorian  adds,  that 
Savari,  becoming  the  defender  of  the 
Prince  who  had  meditated  his  ruin,  pur- 
fued  all  his  enemies,  and  regained  for 
him  all  that  John  had  loft  in  Gafcony  and 
Poitou,  while  the  latter  granted  him  nei- 
ther troops  nor  money,  but  lived  in  the 
fame  retired  manner  with  his  wife,  of 
whom  he  continued  to  be  paffionately 
fond. 

Bertrand  de  Born,  the  fon  of  the 
famous  Bertrand,  wrote  a  fonnet,  which 
he  addrefled  to  Savari,  on  the  condufl:  of 
John. 

'*  I  WILL  cover  John  with  confufion; 
by  remjnding  him  of  the  virtues  of  his 
anccftors.  What  ought  he  not  to  fuffer, 
when  he  compares  their  glorious  deeds 
with  his  (hameful  indolence? 

T  4  ^'  All 
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*'  All  Guiennc  regrets  King  Richard, 
his  predeccflbr,  who  fpcnt  fo  much  money 
to  defend  thofe  provinces  \Nhich  he  has 
bafcly  given  up  !  but  he  careth  not ;  he 
loves  hawking  and  huntir^g,  and  would 
rather  poflefs  pointers  and  hawks,  thaa 
kingdoms!  What  I  fay  is  to  corredt  his 
flupldity,  which  fufFers  the  lofs  of  fub-f 
jeds,  and  of  dominions,  for  want  of  giv* 
ing  them  the  fuccour  they  need. 

^  "  My  Lord,  I  am  diftreffed  thus  to 
fpeak  of  your  folly.  You  have  fuffered 
your  honour  to  fink  into  the  duft  ;  and 
the  more  you  are  cenfured,  the  more  it 
feems  to  delight  you ! 

*'  S  AVAR  I,  the  King  who  wants  cou- 
rage, can  neither  make  conquefts,  nor 
jjttach  any  to  hi§  fervice/' 

The  Provcn9al  hi  dorian  fays  nothing 
more  concerning  Savari.  In  Rymer's  re- 
cords there  is  an  account)  which  confirms 

a  part 
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a  part  of  the  anecdotes  above  related.  It 
is  there  faid,  that  in  1224,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  the  fucceflbr  of  John» 
Louis  VIII.  King  of  France,,  marched  in- 
to Saintonge  j  that  he  befieged  RochpUe, 
of  which  Savari  of  Mauleon  was  the  go- 
vernor ;  that  Savari  yielded  it  up,  and 
attached  himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  Louis 
for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 


'^^ysii^m^^ymy^^ 


FOLQUET    DE   LUNEL. 

FOlquet  de  Lunel  is  only  known 
by  his  pieces.  The  Proven  gal  hi- 
ftorian  gives  no  particulars  of  his  life; 
but,  in  what  he  writes,  his  charader  will, 
in  fonie  meafure,  appear,  and  the  man« 
ners,  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

One  of  his  pieces  contains  an  elogy  on 
Alphonfo,  King  of  Caftile  and  Leon.— 

«  lam 
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*'  I  am  aftoniflied  the  EIe6tors  do  not 
confer  on  this  valiant  King  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  empire.  J  have  heard  that 
the  Lombards,  the  Germans,  the  Bra- 
ban9ons,  and  the  Romans,  would  have 
hiiia  for  Emperor ;  and  that  the  people 
of  MiUn>  of  Pav^a,  and  Cremona,  are 
preparing  him  an  honourable  reception,  if 
he  comes  ioto  Italy." 

History  informs  us,  that  after  th^ 
depofition  of  Frederick  IL  who  was  per- 
fecuted  by  the  fovereign  Pontiffs,  Al- 
phonfo  X.  King  of  Caftile,  fiunamed  the 
Wife,  was  elefted  Emperor,  in  1257,  by 
a  party  of  the  Eledors.  The  other  gaye 
the  coapirc  to  Richard,  brother  of  Hen- 
ry III.  King  of  England  5  and,  after  the 
death  of  Richard,  to  Rodolphus  of  Hab- 
Ibourg,  on  whofe  fide  was  the  court  of 
Rome.  Folquet  complains  of  the  par- 
tiality of  Pope  Gregory  X.  for  the  com- 
petitor of  Alphonfo,  and  wiflies  they 
could  appeal  from  the  Pope  to  a  greater 

power. 
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power.  Henry,  Count  of  Rhodes,  was 
indeed  the  patron  of  our  poet,  and  to 
him  are  mod  of  his)  pieces  addrefTed. 
Notwithft^nding  this,  they  diflered  greatly 
in  thofe  points  of  religion,  which  was  in 
this  age  a  fource  of  extreme  difcord. 

FoLQUET  was  a  devotee  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  not  only  with  all  the  fervour  of 
piety,  but  the  gallantry  and  enthufiafm 
of  romance.  He  called  the  Virgin  an 
incomparable  Lady,  and  magnified  her 
charms  in  the  fame  drains  as  thofe  with 
which  the  poets  celebrated  their  miftrefles, 
and  called  her  his  Gerfon  ♦. 

The  Count  of  Rhodes  bantered  Fol- 
quet  for  this  pious  gailantry.  The  poets 
in  his  ^nfwer,  after  many  friendly  com* 
mendations  of  this  Prince,  exhorts  him 
to  do  penance  for  having  traduced  his  fair 
one ;  and  accufes  the  Count  of  a  great 

^   The  foundation  of  this  name  is  not  given, 

.  herefy 
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herefy,  in  fpcaking  differently  of  the 
Virgin  from  himfelf.  He  even  declares 
war  againft  him  till  he  alters  his  language. 
He  then  adds,  "  No  praife  is  fufficient 
for  the  valiant  Count  of  Rhodes,  and  my 
Gerfon,  who  was  without  fin.  If  the 
Count  will  but  forfake  his  bafe  and  ugly 
miftrefs,  and  ceafe  to  fpeak  ill  of  my 
Gerfon,.  we  fhaU  all  be  happy." 

The  other  piece  of  this  Troubadour's 
is  a  fatire  on  the  vices  of  every  condition, 
and  begins  in  this  Angular  manner. 

*'  In  the  name  of  that  glorious  Father, 
who  formed  man  in  his  own  image,  I 
compofe  a  fong,  which  will  pleafe  the 
good,  and  difpleaf^  the  bad,  who  neglcdl 
God,  whofc  blood  has  redeemed  us.  No 
longer  do  we  behold  Emperors,  King?, 
Priefts,  Dukes,'  Counts,  or  Barons,  ferv- 
ing  God !  Formerly  there  was  ever  fome 
of  thefe  who  went  into  Syria,  to  avenge 
the  caufc  of  our  Lord.     The  recovery  of 

the 
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the  Holy  Sepulchre  is  now  wholly  neg* 
leded,  and  the  Turks  remain  the  peace- 
able pofleflbrs  of  Jerufalem ! 

**  By  excommunications,   Priefts  gaia 
the  furamit  of  their  wifties.     The  Em- 
peror cxercifes  injuftice  againft  the  Kings; 
the  Kings  againft  the  Counts ;  the  Counts 
defpoil  the  Barons  ;   thefe  feize  the  poflef- 
fions  of  their  vaflals,  and  pillage  their 
peafants.      The  farmers,  and  the  (hep- 
herdst  in  their  turn,  commit  fraud,  in- 
juftice, and  pay  not  the  daily  wages  of 
their    labourers.      The    phyficians    take 
upon  themfelves  a  profefCon,  of  which 
they  are  ignorant  j  they  kill  while  they 
pretend  to  cure,  and  yet  they  oblige  mea 
to  pay  them  for  the  flaughter  they  make. 
Merchants^   and   artifts   are  thieves   and 
liarpv  Jongleurs  run  about  the  world,  to 
fpread  abroad  their  falfe  hiftories.     Huf* 
bands   and    wives    fin   mutually  againft 
each  other.     The  women  have  their  gal- 
lants, to  retort  the  falfehood  of  the  men, 

and 
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and  place  to  their  account  the  children 
provided  for  them  by  others.  Innkeepers 
addrefs  you  with  civility^  and  make  hafte 
to  ferve  you  ;  the  hoftefs  is  full  of  com- 
plaifance;  the  fervants  are  attentive  to 
your  minuted  orders ;  you  agree  they 
ihall  partake  of  your  provifion  ;  you  fur- 
nifli  them  with  geefe,  partridge,  excellent 
meats,  frefh  and  falted,  white  bread,  and 
unmixed  wine.  In  return,  they  fell  you 
bad  hay,  and  rotten  corn,  and  take  care 
to  give  you  only  half  meafure.  Betides 
this,  their  mangers  are  pierced  through 
with  holes,  and  what  is  put  in  them,  for 
your  horfes,  runs  through  to  their  pigs, 
who  are  enjoying  a  comfortable  meal  at 
your  cxpence,  while  you  are  fleeping  in 
hard  beds,  and  dirty  fheets;  and,  after 
all  this,  you  are  overwhelmed  with  in- 
juries, if  you  do  not  pay  a  double  price 
for  the  things  fet  down  to  your  account. 

*<  Ye  heretics ;  ye  Vaudois ;    ye  ufu- 
rcrs  J  yc  unfaithful  depofitories ;  ye  infi- 
del 
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del  blafphemers ;   ye  defrauding   water- 
men, and  toll-gatherers,  who  reftore  not 
to  yonr  mafters  what  you  have  received 
for  them ;  yc  bailiffs,  who  unjuftly  feizc 
the  little  all  of  the  poor ;   ye  unworthy 
borrowers,  who  pay  not  again,  but  live 
on  the  property  of  others  ;   againft  ye  all 
do  I  lift  up  my  voice :    fear  the  pains  of 
hell ;  and  think  of  the  joys  of  Pafadife  ! 
I  myfelf  have  been  a  finner,  but  I  hope 
the  divine  mercy  will  grant  me  fpaee  for. 
reformation.     The  nets  of  the  devil  are 
fpread  over  the  world ;  they  have  entered 
into  the  cloifters  :   nay,  fo  fubtile  is  their 
texture,  that  they  intrapped  even  the  an^- 
gels,  and  caufed  their  falL 

"  May  God  have  mercy  on  all.  May 
he  give  peace  to  Kings.  May  he  dire(5t 
the  Pope,  who  ought  to  be  the  light, 
^nd  the  guardian  of  Chriftianity,  to  ex- 
pel war  and  tumult  from  thofe  countries, 
which  heaven  has  committed  to  his  care ; 
and  to  dread  that  difgrace,  which  muft 

fall 
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fall  on  God,  if  he  does  not  compofe  thefe 
troubles  in  Sicily,  which  afflict:  the  Chrif- 
tians,  and  rejoice  the  heathens  ♦.'* 

FoLQUET  concludes  this  piece  in  thefe 
lingular  words  : 

**  This  romance  was  begun  in  the 
name  of  God  ;  and  in  the  name  of  God 
it  fhall  end.  It  fhall  be  fent  to  the  va- 
liant Count  of  Rhodes,  to  correft  what 
he  fhall  find  reprehenfible,  for  he  has  an 
excellent  judgement. 

•*  If  this  romance  is  good  in  his  fight, 
let  it  be  inferted  in  his  book,  which  is  a 
colledion  of  ancient  works.— -I,  Fol- 
quet,  compofed  at  Lunel  this  romance, 
of  mortal  life,  in  the  year  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
J284 ;  the  fame  Folquet  who  hath  forty 
years  offended  God.     Aged  forty  years." 

*  The  houfe  of  Arragon,  at  this  time,  difputed 
ibe  crown  of  Sicily  with  the  houfe  of  Anjou. 

WIL- 
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WILLIAM    MAGRET. 

WILLIAM  Magret  was  a  jongleur 
of  Viennois.     There  are  a  few 
lines  of  his  very  Angular.     He  fays  to 
Peter  III.  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Muret,    *'  Since  God  has.  placed  you  ia 
heaven,  be  mindful  of  us  who  are  left 
on  earth."      The  manner  in  which  he 
paints  the  feelings  of  his  heart,  is  touch- 
ing :  *•  I  am  fo  diftradled  with  love,  that 
being  feated,    I  perceive  not  thofe  who 
enter,  nor  rife  to  receive  them ;  and  I 
feek  for  that  1  hold  in  my  hand.    As  I 
believe   in  that   God  who   was  born  at 
Chriftmas,  I   never  committed  fault  or 
crime  to  the  Lady  of  my  love,  except  it 
was  extinguifhing  the  lights  to  hide  my 
confufion;  and  left  (he  fhould  perceive 
the  tears  that  roll  down  my  cheeks,  when 
1  contemplate  her  fweetnefs.'* 

U       "  A  R. 
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ARNAUD   DE   COMMINGES- 

^S  this  poet  was  of  the  celebrated 
"^  houfe  of  CommingeB,  S^hith  fuffered 
to  dreadfully  in  the  wars  againft  the  Al- 
big^nfe^,  though  there  are  only  the  fol- 
ibwing  lines,  they  are  inierted  with  thefe 
ilidrt  extradls  of  Troubadours,  little 
khoVVrt.  *'  1  am  pleafed  with  a  cuftom 
amortg  us,  which  is  lately  come  intcy 
Vogud,  that  thofe  who  do  injuftice  to  the 
weak^  fhall  find  fome  more  pov<rerfui 
than  themfelves,  who  will  repay  it  unto 
them.  "I  '^^^' ^^^scullbin  may  laft,  ani 
that  rt  may  afcerid  from  me  to  the  Eni- 
peror,  infomuch,  that  every  wicked  man 
"may  find  One  more  wicked  than  himfelf ;. 
for  the  crimes  that  arife  from  power  are 
terrible.*'  The  poet  perhaps  meant  the 
criieltfes  againft  the  Albigenfes,  but  thefe 
lines  are  all  given  of  him. 
■  •  ^-  -  DONNA. 
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DONNA    CASTELLOZA, 

THIS  female  po,et  was  a  noble  Lady 
of  Auverg^ne.  She  thus  writes  fo 
90  inconftant  Jover,  to  whom  fixe  wjeis 
tenderly  attached. 

**  Friend,  if  I  found  you    fubmif- 
five,  and  Cncere,  how  (hould  I  yet  love ; 
for  though  I  recoiled  your  paft  falfehoods, 
I  am  yet  ardently  defirous  to  fing  your 
praife.      Could  I  banifli  you  from  my 
heart,  that  would  englage  your  afFeaion ; 
but,  alas  I   I  Ciinnot  make   the  trial.     I 
•will  not  expofe  myfelf  to  the  reproach  pf 
changvig,  nor  furnifh  you  with  pretexts 
for  your  inconftancy.     I  love  you,  and 
I   find   a   joy   ia   nouriftiing   that   love. 
The  world  aflerts,  it  ill  becomes  our  fex 
tfi  ih^w  their  love,  when  it  is  ill  received; 
U  2  but 
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but  thofe  who  fay  this,  know  not  what 
love  Is  $   thofe  who  can  pradife  it,  hare 
never   loved  !     Ignorant   are    they  who 
blame  my  tendernefs ;    they  little  under- 
ftand  what  paffes  in  my  bread  ;  they  ne- 
ver beheld  you  with  my  eyes  j  they  nc* 
rer  liftened  to  you  as  I  have  done!— 
You  told  me,  not  to  didrefs  myfelf,  for 
that  one  day  you  would  be  mine.     This 
dear  hope   remains    the  cordial   of  my 
heart.      Compared   to,  your's,  all    other 
love  is  a  (hadow.     I  anticipate  the  joy  of 
having  you  wholly  mine  ;  this  is  the  de- 
lightful dream  which  tranfports  my  foul  I 
What  fliall  I  fay  more  to  move  your  ten- 
dernefs ?   I  do   not   tell   you  by  others ; 
but  I  tell  you  truly,  that  there  is  no  re- 
medy in  flore  for  me,  if  you  difdaia  my 
love  !   If  I  cannot  foften  your  infenfibi- 
llty ;   if  I  die  by  your  cruelty,  you  will 
commit   a  heinous,  and   a  grievous .  (in> 
both  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  man.' 


)» 


WIL- 
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WILLIAM   DE   LA    TOUR.  . 

WIlliam  de  J.A  Tour  was  born 
in  the  caftle  of  la  Tour,  in  Pc* 
rigord.  There  are  few  particulars  of  hi^ 
life,  "but  they  are  very  Angular.  Love 
turned  his  head  ;  and  the  account  given 
jof  him,  appears  to  he  that  of  a  mad 
man. 

The  obje(^  of  his  paflion  was  a  bar- 
ber*s  wife  at  Milan.  She  was  young  and 
bandfoijie.  He  carried  hpr  off^  and 
brought  h^r  to  Comp.  Soon  after  xh'}» 
Ihe  died,  which  caqfed  io  him  fo  viol.enit 
a  grief,  that  it  deprived  him  of  his  rea- 
fon.  He  was  perfuaded  (he  was  not 
dead ;  for  ten  days  he  remained  fixed  to 
her  tomb.  He  opened  it  every  night.; 
lifi  drew  her  oyt  j  he  looked  earncftly  nt 
U  3  her; 
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her ;  he  embraced,  he  kifled  her !  he 
conjured  her  to  tell  him,  whether  (he  was 
dead  or  alive  ?  to  return  with  him,  if 
Ihe  lived;  or,  in  cafe  fhe  was  dead,  to 
declare  to  him  what  flie  fufFered  in  pur- 
gatory ?  for  he  would  then  beftow  fo 
many  alms,  and  have  fo  many  mafles  faid 
for  her  foul,  that  he  would  purchafe  her 
deliverance." 

The  inhabitants  of  Come,  informed 
of  his  madnefs,  expelled  him  from  their 
town,  and  from  the  country.  He  wan* 
dered  from  place  to  place,  feeking  every 
v^htre  fbt  aftrologers,  to  know  from 
them,  whether  his  miflrefs  could  be  re- 
ildred  to  life.  One  of  them  made  a  fport 
of  his  wretched  condition,  and  affured 
him,  (he  would  infallibly  rife  again,  if 
he  recited,  each  day^  for  a  year,  the 
whole  Pfalter,  with  five  hundred  Paters  and 
Aves,  and  gave  alms  to  feven  poor  peo- 
ple ;  but  that  he  muft  do  all  this  each 
'day,  before  he  either  eat,  drank,  or  fpoke. 

The 
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The  miferaWe  xnao  was  raviihed  with 
this  difcovery,  and  punctually  executed 
the  conditions  prefcribed  him  :  but,  find- 
ing hin^felf  no  nearer  his  wiihep  at  the 
ead  of  the  yeari  then  the  begippipg>  he 
4ied  in  defpair. 

This  Troubacjpur  cpmpofed  many  fbhr 
nets.  In  one  of  them  he  afks  ^Qrdp\» 
Whether  a  friend,  who  loved  his  friend 
tenderly,  and  faw  her  expire  before  him, 
had  better  die  with,  or  furvive  his  miC- 
trefs  ?  Sordel  anfwered,  **  If  death  fe- 
parated  the  fguls  of  friends  that  loved*  it 
was  better  to  follow  them  to  the  ton  bj 
than  to  remait>  a  prey  to  agpny  and  def- 
pair."  Willianj  de  1»  Tour  replied  : 
•*  The  friend  beloved  would  gain  nothing 
by  this  voluatary  death;  an4  it  coul/d 
never  be  right  to  do  that,  from  whiph  ^ 
real  ^il,  but  no  good  qo\M  refult." 

SoRDEL    anfwers,    **  The    fiatc  of  a 

friend,  feparated  from  the  friend  he  loves, 

U  4  is 
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18  fo  dreadful,  that  death  alone  can  ter- 
minate their  wretchednefs  and  defpair.'* 

It  is  fingular,  that  our  Troubadour 
fhould  mention  fuch  moderate  fentiments 
in  his  writings,  oppofed  to  thofe  of  Sordel, 
and  yet,  in  his  life,  become  an  example  of 
the  defpair  he,  in  this  fonnet,  endeavours 
to  refute. 


}oc<yoi<yi!yo^ 


AZALAIS    DE   PORCAIRAGUES. 

A  Z  A  LAIS  is  the  firfl:  woman  men- 
tioned among  the  Proven9al  hifto- 
rians*  She  was  defcended  from  a  family 
of  diftindlion  in  Montpelier;  (he  loved 
Cui  Guerujat,  and  the  poems  fhe  com*- 
pofed  for  him  were  admired.  He  was 
the  fon  of  William  VI.  of  the  houfe  of 
Montpelier. 

Therr 
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There  remains  only  one  piece  of  Aza- 
lai8.     After  a  defcription  of  winter,   not 
given,    •*  I  love,"  lays  flie>  "  to  behold 
nature  in  this  weeping  Aate.     So  much 
the  infidelity  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
chagrins  me,  that  difmal  objeds  are  dear 
to  my  mind.    Women  fliew  their  folly  ia 
attaching   themfelves  to   great   Lords  — 
Love,  then,  becomes  to  them  a  fource  of 
humiliation  and  contempt.     They  ought 
rather  to  prefer  gentlemen  :   for  it  is  a 
proverb  in  Vellai,  Nothing  is  gained  by 
the  great.     As  to  myfelf,  I  am  fo  happy 
to  have  a  dear  and  loyal  friend  ;   in  giv- 
ing him  my  heart,  I  have  bellowed  it 
well.     For  ever  will  I  be  faithful  to  you, 
my  amiable  friend;    for  ever  will  you 
poffefs  my   foul,    if  you  exad  nothing 
from  me  contrary  to   my  duty ;  if  you 
ftill  adhere  to  the  laws  of  true  and  tender 
love.      Go,    my    fong,    to  him  who  is 
formed  for  courage,  and  in  whofe  prefence 
is   joy  and    delight."      This   fliort   life 
proves  the   little   regard  Ihewn,  by  the 

great 
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great  to  their  mil^refies  of  inferior  rank; 
chey  even  made  a  fport  of  foriaking.  and 
t>etraying  them  :  and  it  was  juftly  a  dif- 
honour  for  women  of  a  middling  ftation^ 
to  attach  themfelves  to  lovere  of  rank; 
and  this  opinion  was  a  barrier  againft  their 
licentioufnefs  of  mannera.     . 


^S0^K<^)slK<sO^^l^ 


The   count  ahd  COUNTESS 
OF   PROVENCE. 

RAiMOND  Berenger  V.  of  the  houfe 
of  Barcelona,  was  the  lad  Count 
of  Provence.  He  cuhivated  the  Pro- 
ven9al  poetry^^  and  patronized  the  Pro- 
venjal  poets  j  but  his  works  are  not  In- 
ferted.  He  was  accufed  of  ingratitude, 
and  called  the  Inconilant  Catalonian,  from 
the  following  circumftance,  given  by  the' 
commentators  of  Dante,  who,  in  Im  fixth 

canto 
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canto  of  Paradife,  reproaches  the  Count 
Vfith  this  part  of  his  life. 

A  Gentleman  of  an  ancient  houfe, 
but  a  ftranger  in  Provence,  returning  from 
a  pilgrimage  to  St.  James  of  Compoftella^ 
arrived  at  the  caftle  of  the  Count  of  Pro- 
vence ;   and,  charmed  with  his  generous 
behaviour,  attached  himfelf  to  his  fervice. 
In  this  fitiiation  he  ihewed  fo  much  un- 
derilanding,  and  wifdomj  that  this  Prince 
confided  to  him  the  administration  of  his 
finances.      The  labours,  and  ceconomy 
of  the  new  minftcr,  tripled  the  revenue 
of  his  (late ;  infomuch,  that  Berenger  was 
not  only  able  to  fupport  a  brilliant  court, 
but  glorioufly  to   maintain  war    agaii^ 
the  Count  of  Touloufe,  who  had  four- 
teen Counts  for  his  vafTals.     By  his  coun- 
fel,     alio,     Berenger    married    his    fo^r 
daughters  to  four  great  Princes,  Lewis  IX- 
King  of    France ;   Henry   III.   King  of 
England;  Richard,  the  brother  of  Henry; 
and  to  Charles  of  Anjou.      This  com- 
pleted 
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pleted  the  faithful  fervices  of  ttc  amiable 
pilgrim.  But  he  eicaped  not  the  calumnjr 
of  envious  and  wicked  courtiers ;  they 
engaged  the  Prince  to  require  his  accounts^ 
And  to  difmifs  him.  The  minifler  de- 
livered them  up ;  and,  having  proved  his 
virtue^  and  integrity)  he  added  theie 
XHTords. 

*'  My  Lord,  I  have  ferved  you  many 
years.  I  have  put  your  finances  into  fuch 
an  order,  that,  from  a  fmall  revenue,  you 
have  acquired  a  large  eftate.  The  malice 
of  your  Barons  has  engaged  you  to  repay 
my  cares  v^ith  ingratitude.  I  Mras  a 
poor  pilgrim  when  I  came  to  your  court. 
I  have  lived  honeftly  and  reputably  in  it, 
6n  the  wages  you  have  given  me.  Re- 
ftore  to  me  my  mule,  my  wallet,  and  my 
ftaflp,  and  I  will  return  in  the  fame  man^ 
ner  as  I  came/' 

The  Count,  touched  with  this  addrefs, 
would  have  retained  the  pilgrim  i  but  he 

rcfifted 
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refifted  all  his  folicitations.    He  departed^ 
and  was  never  more  heard  of. 


Others  hire  given  this  account  dif- 
ferently, and  afferted,  that  though  this 
miniiler,  who  was  called  Romieu,  which 
fignifies  Pilgrim  in  the  Proven9aK  was 
banifhed ;  he  was  again  reftored  to  Bis 
miniflry,  and  made  tutor  and  guar- 
dian of  Beatrix,  the  heirefs  of  Provence ; 
and  (hat  from  him  defcended  the  illuftri- 
ous  houfe  of  Villeneuve ;  and  in  the 
archives  of  Vence  there  is  the  will  of 
Romieu  of  Villeneuve,  made  in  12509 
which  proves  his  birth,  parentage,  and 
poileffions ;  and  that  the  Count  of  Pro- 
vence had  magnificently  recompenfed  his 
fervices,  in  beftowing  on  him  the  town 
of  Vence,  and  fever al  caflles  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  Nice,  and  of  GrafTe. 

Beatrix,  Countefs  of  Provence,  the 
wife  of  Raimond  Eerenger,  is  included 
among  the  Troubadours,  though  there  is 

but 
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but  one  couplet  remaining  of  her  writingy^ 
in  which  (he  fays  to  her  friend,  *'  I  woulfi 
not  have  you  fo  timid  ;  for  in  good  faith 
I  believe  you  love.  If  tendernefs  tran- 
fports  you,  wc  may  mutually  rejoice; 
for  you  have  infpired  me  with  love ! 
This  timidity  is  diftreffiog  to  us  both. 
You  fear  an  explanation;  and  the  ad- 
vances toward  it  cannot  honourably  be 
made  by  our  fex."  This  Princefs  was 
enlightened,  and  generous  :  (he  ^as  a 
liberal  patronefs  of  the  Troubadours,  and 
Ixer  beauty,  wit>  and  generofity  attraiked 
their  homage.  The  Count  was  no  lefs 
their  patron;  and  he  added  to  all  his 
other  favours,  a  free  exemption  to  i^l 
poets  from  the  public  taxes. 

This  Prince  was  the  laft  male  defcend- 
ant  of  the  houfe  of  Provence ;  and  he 
died  in  124^. 

AU- 
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AUBERt    DE    PUICIBOT. 

AUBERT,  the  fon  of  the  Conftabic 
of  Puicibot,  was  put  into  a  mo- 
nafteiry  when  a-  child,  and  defigned  for  a 
monk.  By  the  law  of  St.  Bcnedift,  children 
were  admitted  into  the  cloifter,  and  formed 
to  all  its  exercifes,  and  they  were  confi- 
^ercd  as  dcvbted  to  its  engagements. 

Manv  of  thefe  pupils  fek  the  weight 
of  dws  cruel  yoke,  as  tbey  grew  iti  years, 
and  curfeA  tlie  authors  of  their  flavery. 
Among  thefe  was  the  monk  of  Puicibot, 
whofe  genius  led  him  to  poetry  and  let- 
ters; thefe  araufements  ferved  to  charm 
away  the  tedions  hotirs  ;  but  they  in- 
creafed  his  defire  of  liberty,  and  his  de- 
teftfttion  of  the  cloifter.  He  determined 
to  change  his  fituation.      Love   infpired 

him 
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him  with  this  refolution.  A  Lady^  who 
was  related  to  hinii  paid  him  many  vifits ; 
and  joining  her  folicitatlons  to  his  own 
inclination,  he  left  the  convent,  and  re- 
paired to  the  brave  and  valiant  Lord  Sa- 
vari  of  M^leon, 

This  generous  protedor  equipped  him 
with  horfesy  arms,  and  habits,  and  all 
that  was  neceflary  for  his  appearance  in 
the  diflFerent  courts  he  fliould  refort  to.— 
On  his  travels  he  became  enamoured  with 
a  Lady  of  great  beautyi  and  noble  birth, 
but  who  had  a  very  fmall  fliare  of  un- 
derdanding ;  he  foon  difcovered  thisi  and 
complains  bitterly  and  indifcreetly  of  it; 
that  he  repents  his  choice^  but  cannot 
conquer  his  paffion.  *'  I  fear,  and  yet. I 
hope.  I  am  become  a  fopl  myfelf  in  the 
caufe  of  beauty  ;  1  fufpeft ;  I  weep ;  and 
I  love  !"  His  miftrefs,  of  whom  he  was 
jealous,  having  at  lad  declared  that  fhe 
would  never  become  his,  till  he  was  made 
a  Knighti   and  would    marry  her  j   he 

had 
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had  recourfe  to  his  patron,  vrho  not  onljr 
dubbed  him  a  Knight,  but  gave  him  a 
houfe,  lands,  and  revenue.  His  beau- 
tiful miftrefs  then  confented  to  become 
his  wife.  Their  union  was  happy  at 
firft ;  but)  while  Aubert  was  abfent  on  a 
voyage  to  Spain,  an  Englifli  Knight  gain- 
ed the  favour  of  his  wife,  and  carried 
her  away  with  him.  After  having  kept 
her  fome  time,  he  difappeared,  and  left 
her  in  poverty. 

AuBERT,  who  Was  ignofant  of  all  this* 
returning  from^  Spain,  paflfed  through  a 
town,  where  his  wife,  perhaps  for  want 
of  any  other  refource,  Kved  on  the  fruits 
of  di(honour« 

As  he  was  by  no  means  fcrdfmlous  in 
conjugal  duty,  and  made  no  fecret  of  his 
vices,  he  was  in  fearch  of  fuch  a  one, 
when  he  was  informed,  that,  at  a  fmall 
houffe  belonging  to  a  very  poor  woman, 
he  would  find  a  beautiful  girl,  who  had 
X  •  been 
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been  reduced  to  wretched nefs^  and  gained 
a  fcanty  pittance  by  the  (ale  of  her  beauty. 

Thither  he  went  immediately,  and  in 
the  poor  girl  difcovered  his  wife;  her 
beauty  faded,  and  her  health  impairiftl 
with  the  miferable  life  ihe  had  led. 

The  ijext  day  he  told  her,  fhe  muft 
prepare  for  the  death  fhe  deferved,^  and 
be  caft  headlong  from  the  dreadful  preci- 
pice, oppofite  the  ifles  of  Hieres,  into 
the  gnlph  of  Apgencier :  hut,  touched 
with  her  grief,  and  fupplicfations,  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  fhutting  her  up  in  a 
cloifter.  From  that  moment  he  renounced 
every  pleafure,  fold  all  he  pofTcflfefl,  and 
finifhed  his  life  in  the  monaftery  of  Pig* 
nan,  ^herc  he  died  ift  1^63, 


HU- 
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5(G9())()JOJO((^50(5JGK)J()JOJtiJGJOJOJG0C)J^^ 


HUGUES    DE    SAINT-CYR, 
AND  CLARA  OP   AND  USE. 

HUgues  de  Saint-Cyr  was  bom 
ia  the  village  of   Montegra,   in 
Querci.     His  father  was  an  under-teaant 
jwhen  the  caftle  of  Saint-Cyr  was  demo^ 
lifhed  by  war.      The  elder  brothers  of 
Hugues  were  defirous  he  fhould  embrace 
the   ecclefiaftical   ftate,  either  to  relieve 
themfelves  from  prefent  expence,  or  as 
the  means  of  enriching  their  family  here* 
after.     They  therefore  fcnt  him  to  ftudy 
at  Montpelier ;  but,  by  reading  the  hiftory 
of  men  celebrated  for  valour,  he  formed 
a  defire  to  become  a  Troubadourt  and 
negleded  all  his  other  ftudies.    He  began 
his  courfe  as  a  jongleur,  by  reciting  the 
works  of  others ;  but  fortune  did  not  fa« 
X  2  Tour 
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vour  him.  He  travelled  through  Gafcony, 
fometimes  on  horfeback,  fometimes  on 
foot,  fecking  the  refources  he  wanted  by 
his  talents.  The  Count  of  Rhodes,  the 
Vifcount  of  Turenne,  the  Dauphin  of 
Auvergne,  affifted  him  in  his  writings, 
and  thus  helped  to  unfold  his  talents  : 
but  a  violent  quarrel  arifing  between  th€ 
Count  and  Hugues,  they  reviled  each 
other  in  the  mod  opprobious  manner, — 
•*  Be  not  terrified,"  fays  Hugues ;  ''  1  am 
not  come  to  aik  any  thing  of  you ;  I 
have  what  I  need.  I  perceive  you  want 
money  yourfelf ;  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  a  great  charity  to  beftow  fome  on  you.'' 

The  Count  replied  :  *'  You  came  here 
naked  and  miferable ;  I  repent  that  I  lent 
you  back  rich  and  happy.  You  coft  rne 
more  than  two  archers,  and  two  Knights ; 
and  even  now,  was  I  to  offer  you  a  paU 
freyt  (from  which  heaven  defend  me), 
jou  would  be  the  man  to  receive  it.'^ 

In 
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In  fome  other  couplets  the  Count 
threatens  a  Lord«  named  Arnaud,  and 
who  proteded  Saint-Cyr,  that  he  would 
come  and  befiege  his  caflle. 

'*  I  FEAR  you  not,"  replied  Arnaud. 
**  When  two  gamefters  engage  in  play, 
till  the  game  is  ended  no  one  can  deter- 
mine the  event.  Till  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  none  have  reafon  to  rejoice ;  for  a 
fair  and  beautiiul  morning  is  often  fuc« 
ceedf d  by  a  gloomy  and  dreadful  night." 

The  Countefs  of  Benangues  favoured 
our  Troubadour,  and.  procured  him  the 
friendfhip  of  S»vari  of  Mauleon,  who 
equipped  hiqi  very  handfomely.  After 
having  been  long  with  this  Lord  in  Poi- 
tou,  and  in  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
he  went  to  Spain  to  vifit  the  courts  of 
Leon  and  Arragon ;  and  from  thence  into 
Provence,  where  he  lived  in  the  fociety 
of  the  Barons,  happy  in  gaining  iqftruc- 
X  3  tion 
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tion  from  them>    and  willingly  commu-* 
nicatiiig  his  knowlege  to  others. 

Though  he  had  but  little  tendernefs 
for  women,  he  could  not  refill  the  charms 
of  a  Lady  of  Andufc,  called  Madam 
Clara,  who  was  handfome,  gracious,  and 
virtuous;  and  whofe  only  *  foible  was  an 
unbounded  ambition  to  become  renowned 
for  knowlege,  and  fought  by  the  moft 
illuflrious  Knights  and  Ladies.  Our 
Troubadour  paid  her  the  moft  refpedful 
attention,  and  confulted  her  tafte  in  every 
thin|; ;  he  procured  her  the  friendflbip  of 
the  noble  Ladies  in  Provence,  and  efta- 
blifhed  between  them  and  herfelf  a  regu- 
lar commerce  of  meffages,  letters,  and 
prefents.  All  tliefe  kind  offices  engaged 
the  growing  pafBxm  of  Hugues ;  but 
Madam  Clara  would  never  avow  her  feel- 
ings, but  ordered  him  to  addrefs  the  fon- 
bets,  msde  in  her  praife,  to  the  Countefa 
icrf  Provetice.  In  compliance  with  this 
ItoAamand,  he  thus  prefaces  one  of  them. 

♦*  To 
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''  To  the  gallant  Countefs  of  Pro- 
vence, whofe  every  adion  breathes  wif- 
dom  and  honour,  all  her  words  courtefy, 
and  all  her  manners  grace,  love,  and 
dignity,  I  addrefs  my  fcng :  for  the  fair 
one,  who  is  the  fubjed  of  it,  has  com- 
manded me/' 

Many  quarrels,  and  many  accommo- 
dations, as  is  ufual  in  fuch  attachments* 
happened  between  our  poet,  and  his 
miftrefs.  Other  Ladies  fought  him  for 
their  panegyrift,  and  endeavoured  to  fup- 
plant  Madam  Clara;  and  particularly  a 
Lady  called  Panfa,  Hugues  liftened  to« 
and  believed  her,  which  occafioned  Ma« 
dam  Clara  to  write  the  following  tender 
lines. 

^<  Those  cenforious  and  fufpiclous 
minds,  who  are  the  enemies  of  all  joy 
and  peace,  have  difturbed  my  heart.  My 
foul  is  agitated,  my  forrow  is  extreme  I 
Their  evil  tongues  have  baniChed  me  from 
X  4  you  J 
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you ;  you  whom  I  love  above  all  the 
world.  I  have  loft  the  delight  of  be- 
holding you  !  I  (hall  die  with  rage  and 
grief.  In  vain  do  they  reproach  me  for 
my  love  j  nothing  can  augment  my  ten- 
dernefs.  I  have  no  enemies,  however 
odious,  but  if  they  fpoke  in  your  praife, 
they  would  become  dear  to  me;  and  I 
would  break  with  my  beft  friends,  were 
they  to  fpeak  againft  you.  Fear  not,  my 
Amiable  friend,  that  I  will  ever  deceive 
you ;  that  I  will  ever  change.  Though 
a  hundred  lovers  were  to  folicit  my  af* 
fedion,  love  for  you  would  be  fovereign 
in  my  breaft;  for  you  he  referves  my 
heart,  and  for  you  I  will  referve  it.— My 
friend,  I  have  fo  much  grief,  fo  much 
defpair  for  your  abfence,  that  w^hen  I  at- 
tempt to  fing,  I  can  only  figh  and  weep  I 
Oh,  that  by  thefe  couplets  I  may  again 
obtain  the  dear  objed  of  all  my  prayers, 
and  all  mj  yows." 

The 
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The  crime  of  Hugues  was  followed 
with  repentance;  and,  after  many  prayers 
and  folicitationsy  he  was  again  received 
into  favour  :  but,  from  jealoufy,  or  fome 
other  capricious  motive,  he  forfook  Ma- 
dam Clara  again,  and  went  into  Lom- 
bardy,  where  he  married  a  young  and 
noble  Lady  of  Trevifane. 

There  are  no  other  particulars  of  his 
life ;  nor  is  it  known  when  this  poet  died. 
Among  his  pieces  is  one  againft  a  Lord» 
whom  he  openly  accufes  of  materialifm. 
He  fpeaks  in  it  with  the  zealous  rage  of 
a  Guelf  againft  the  Gibelins. 

*^  God  ought,  no  doubt,  to  reward 
and  maintain  the  rights  and  freedom  of 
the  church,  againft  them  who  have  nei- 
ther faith  in  God,  nor  in  the  law;  who 
believe  npt  in  a  future  ftate,  neither  a  Pa- 
radife ;  and  who  fay  there  is  nothing  re- 
plains  of  man  after  his  death* 

''If 
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"If  Count  Raimond  protcdls  him,  let 
him  dread  the  (haring  his  mifery.  The 
ambition  of  the  Emperor  Frederick,  is  to 
ruin  France  and  the  church,  and  caufe 
hcrcfy  to  triumph.  The  church  and  the 
King  ought  then  to  command  a  crufadd 
and  come  to  our  afliftaoce;  for  he  that 
bclieveth  not  on  God,  {hould  poflefs  no 
inheritance/* 

HuGUES  alfo  thus  fpeaks  of  Eccelino 
pf  Romano,  called  the  Tyrant.  *'  I  re- 
joice to  behold  his  power  and  pride  over- 
thrown. AH  the  evil  that  befals  him, 
rejoices  me  more  than  my  own  good.  I 
weep  at  his  joys  ;  but  I  delight  in  his 
griefs.  The  Ladies  whom  he  has  com- 
mited  to  the  flames,  the  Barons  whom  he 
has  maflacredf  the  monafteries  which  he 
has  reduced  to  alhes,  with  t^eir  crofies, 
and  their  altars^  all  thefe  crimes  have 
availed  'him  nothing ;  and,  if  God  had 
deferred  his  vengeance,  men  would  dif- 
believe  his  juftice." 

HuGUES 
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HuGU£3  D£  Saimt-Cyr  was  held  ia 
great  efteem  by  Petrarch)  who  celebrates 
him  in  his  fourth  chapter  of  his  Triumph 
of  Love. 


NAT    DE    MONS- 

NAt   de   Mons  was  of  Touloufe. 
He  lived   in   the   reigns   of    Al- 
phonfo  X.  King  of  Caftile^  and  of  James  L 
JCing  of  Arragon,  toward  the  middle  of 
the  thirteenth  century.     School  divinity 
was  at  this  time  the  chief  ftudy  of  the 
learned ;   and  the  pieces  of  this  Trouba- 
dour are  a  proof,  that  he  was  educated  in 
the  fchools  of  the  Monks.    They  contain 
many  lefTons  of  morality,  and  warnings 
to  the  great,  againd  the  abufe  of  grandeur. 
Jn  one  of  them  he  thus  fpeaks  to  the. 
ICipgof  Arragon. 

^'  The 
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*'  The  valour,  glory,  and  high  deeds, 
the  noble,  courteous,  and  graceful,  man- 
ners of  Kings,  or  of  Lords,  are  fhining 
qualifications;  but  they  will  not  ihield 
their  reputation  if  they  commit  evil,  and 
are  guilty  of  injuftice.  The  glory  with 
which  they  are  furrounded,  however  at- 
tra^ive,  however  admired,  is  often  ob- 
fcured  by  crimes,  which  they  indulge 
themfelvcs  in  with  impunity,  becaufe  no 
one  dares  to  contradiiS:  their  faults,  or  un- 
veil their  evil  deeds. 

*^  Reproach  is  more  dreadful  than 
death.  Death  is  an  evil  to  thofe  alone, 
for  whom  it  obtains  no  good.  To  the 
upright,  who  can  make  a  valuable  ufc  of 
it,  it  is  a  bleffing. 

^^  It  is  a  reproach,  and  a  fhame  to  a 
King  to  change  Ifghtly  his  mind :  he 
ought  to  have  a  firm  and  determined  dif- 
pofition  :  he  ought  to  be  careful  his  refo- 

lutions 
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lutions  are  well  formed ;  for  all  fudden 
opinions  are  fubjed  to  error. 

"  Kino  of  Arragon,  worthy  of  fo 
imuch  praifei  fufFer  me  to  addrefs  this  dif- 
courfe  to  you ;  and  perfevere  conftantly 
in  your  endeavours  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Moft  High." 

In  another  piece,  which  treats  of  the 
influence  of  the  ftars  on  the  minds  of 
men,  he  addrefles  a  queftion  to  Alphonfo 
on  this  fubjedl,  **  It  often  happens," 
fays  the  poet,  "  that  the  beft  and  wifefi: 
men  are  perfecuted  by  ill  fortune,  with* 
out  incurring  the  evil  by  their  own 
faults  ;  while  the  wicked,  who  are  full  of 
vice  and  falfehood,  fucceed  in  all  their 
ways.  On  this  view  many  have  afTerted^ 
that  the  fate  of  men  depends  on  the  con- 
flellation  under  which  they  were  bom. 
Others  maintain,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  influence  of  the  flars  has  no  power ; 
and  that  all  things  depend   on    chance. 

The 
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The  firft  argue,  tliat  a  number  of  learn- 
ed men  have  ftudied  the  Aars»  and  haire 
plainly  (hewn,  that  all  events  are  written 
there  ;  aiid»  iacSc&y  all  that  we  behold 
an  the  world  derives  its  fource  and  prc- 
fervatioa  froca  the  four  elements,  accord- 
ing to  the  motion  of  the  planets;  and 
what  is  regulated  by  the  ftars  is  equally 
predeftinated  and  unchangeable.  Js  it 
not  fcen#  fay  they,  how  all  events  are 
conduded  by  their  influence,  froni  the 
beginning  to  <thc  end  of  them,  often  an- 
nounced by  dreams  in  fleep,  and  by  au- 
gury, and  other  infallible  figns  awake. 
The  teftimony  of  our  anceftors,  of  hifto- 
rians,  and  of  the  facred  prophets,  con- 
firm this  opinion,  and  prove,  thatjnanis 
happy  or  miferablc  according  to  the  laws 
of  predeftinatipn. 

*•  THETefutersof  this  opinion  argue, 
.ibat  authovitiss  :can  never  combat  reafon', 
:atsd  tfa^t  fherteaches  clearer  than  the  light 
icfelf^  that  1  iPower,  ilronger  than  aa- 
n;.i'  ture. 
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ture»  18  our  ODndudor ;  and  that  chance 
is  not  the  arbiter  of  our  fate.  To  befieve 
man  fubjed  to  the  ftars»  is  to  believe 
that  he  has  no  power  to  do  good  or  evil ; 
and  confequently  that  he  cannot  merit  re- 
ward»  or  incur  blame  and  punifhment. 

**  And  befides  this,  if  he  is  compofed 
of  the  elements  alone^  there  will  remain 
no  part  of  his  being  beyond  the  term  of 
this  prefent  life.  To  believe  this,  is  to 
be  unmindful  of  God,  and  his  bounty ; 
nay,  it  is  olBTending  the  Creator,  and  in- 
juring his  goodnefs :  how  does  fuch  a 
dodrine  agree  with  the  belief  of  God's 
exiflence,  the  immortality  of  the  foul, 
and  a  future  judgement  ? 

*<  As  to  the  abfolute  influence  of  the 
planets,  in  this  opinion  there  is  double 
folly.  Rains  and  winds,  indeed,  and 
many  other  things  in  the' natural  world, 
follow  the  courfe  of  the  ftars ;  but  the 
human  mind  is  above  the  reach  of  fuch 

caufes. 
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caufes.  His  nature  is  even  very  different 
from  that  of  the  beaft ;  the  latter  is  im- 
pelled by  defire  alone  to  follow  his  af)pe- 
titeS)  and  to  preferve  his  life:  but  mar^ 
is  conduced  by  reafon,  even  to  thofe 
things  which  are  repugnant  to  his  prefenb 
inclination." 

The  deciGdti  of  King  Alphonfo  corl- 
eludes  thefe  obfervations.  "  We,  Al- 
phonfo, King  of  the  Romans,  of  Caftilef 
Toledo,  Compoftella,  Seville,  Leon,  Cor- 
dova, Murcia,  &c.  aff<;rt,  that  man  is 
in  part  governed  by  the  ftars,  in  part  by 
deftiny,  and  principally  by  chance ;  and 
that  good  and  evil  proceeds  from  the 
firft,  or  the  fecond,  or  from  all  thefe 
caufes  united ;  but  to  fay  with  precifion 
by  which  of  thefe  three  principles,  good 
and  evil  is  conveyed  to  each  individual 
of  the  human  fpecies,  no  one  can  de-^ 
cide ;  for  nQ  mortal  knoweth  the  decrees 
of  God." 

A  I- 
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Alphonso  wan  firnamcfd  the  Wife, 
from  hid  reputed  {kill  in  aftronomy  and 
philofopfay ',  and  theje  is  a  celebrated 
faying  of  his  recordej,  which  fome  have 
confidered  as  impious,  and  others  as  only 
meafnt  to  tidicule  the  aftronomers  of  that 
age  :  '*  If  God  had  confulted  me,  the 
world  (hould  have  been  better  made/' 

The  decifion  he  gave  on  thefe  philofo- 
phical  arguments,  wbuld  be  thought  by 
tnany  no  great  proof  of  his  abilities. 

BfisibEs  thefe  pieces^  there  is  a  letter 
of  our  poet  to  the  King  of  Arragon^ 
James  I.  in  which  he  inftruAs  Princes  id 
l^^hat  manner  they  ought  to  form  their 
courts. 

^<  In  coutfs  there  ought  always  to  be 
perfons  who  are  capable  of  praifisg .  thtt 
good,  and  rebuking  the  evil  they  may 
behold*  There  ought  alfp  to  be  inufickoi 
tg  enliven  the  ai^embly ;  gay  and  cheer* 
.    t  ful 
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ful  perfons  whoconverfe  with  eafe;  kind 
and  gracious  minds,  who  impart  delight ;. 
fpies,  to  difcover  qrimes  ;.  and  men  of  ho* 
nour  and  probity,  to  diftinguifli  and  ta 
reward  merit.  All  are  u&ful  in  a  court, 
and  advantage  may  be  drawn  fiom  each  \ 
but  a  King  ought  not  to  confide  the  guard 
of  his  perlbn  to  any  but  thofe  of  approved 
fidelity,  or  to  take  counfel  of  any  but  the 
wife  and  judicious.  But,  above  all,  he 
ought  to  be  ever  on  his  guard  agaioft 
flatterers ;  they  are  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  thieves,  and  murderers ;  for  they 
fteal,  they  m^urder  the  moft  precious  of 
'  all  pofleffions,  honour  and  reputation. 
Whoever .  liftens  to  their  advice,  will  be 
plunged  into  mifery  j  for  they  know  not 
the  joys  of  clemency  and  moderation,  but 
•violence  and  cruelty  are  their  delight." 

•  There  is  aUb  a  reply  of  this  Trouba- 
dour toa  joiigleur9:wh6  aiked  him,  what 
^as  the  :beft  means  of  pleating^  and  fuc« 

-ir;  .':  Lii-:  v.-:^   -;  cecding 


r    V 


THE   TROUBADOURS.      32^ 

ceeding  in  the  world ;  to  whom  he  an« 
fwcrs  : 

•'  Never  praife  you  if.  Be  not  too 
hafty  to  fpeak,  in  the  confidence  of  ex- 
celling others.  Avoid  equally  a  vain  pre- 
fumption^  and  an  awkward  bafhfulnefs. 
Do  not  diftrefs  yourfelf  for  the  little 
difcernment  of  the  nobles  ;  among  them 
there  are  many  who  are  enlightened,  ho « 
nourable,  and  judicious ;  who  reward  the 
merit  of  good  jongleurs,  and  grant  them 
all  forts  of  pleafure  and  diflindion ;  andf 
among  the  lead  knowing  there  are  few 
but  who,  from  a  natural  refped  for  know- 
Icge,  treat  them  with  civility  and  pa- 
litenefs.  Be  not  prepofTefled  againft  thofe 
who  are  lefs  generous  at  firft,  or  charmed 
with  the  liberal  and  magnificent.  Thofe 
who  fet  out  prodigally,  and  give  all  at 
the  beginning,  have  nothing  to  give  in 
the  end;  thofe^  on  the  contrary,  who 
make  lefs  parade,  and  difpenfe  their  fa^^ 
vours  with  more  refervc,  have  it  in  their 
Y  2  power 
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power  to  do  generous  anions,  and  al- 
ways do  them  in  a  more  fecrct  and  rioWc 
manner. 

**  Go,  iirft,  to  the  glorious  King  of 
Arragon,  addrefs  him  with  an  open  coun- 
tenance, and  a  gay  and  refpedWtrl  de* 
meanour;  for  Grangers  are  judged  of  by 
tiicir  mien.  Asa  prince  of  his  high  im- 
portance is  often  engaged  in  affairs,  take 
care  to  approach  him  at  a  leifur^  mo- 
ment. Be  not  eager  of  applaufe;  but 
wait  patiently,  titt  you  obtain  it  by  your 
tarents.  You  will  judge  of  the  pleafurc 
you  give  htmt  by  the  attention  you  per- 
ceive he  beftbws  on  you.** 

Titt:  laft  piece  of  thi^  Troubadour  rs 

foVf  of  common  imc&ivc9  agaitift  the 
pride  o£  ifae  grca(. 

Th^j^b  i»  no  ErentMa  mftdrof  tbepar-* 
itMlars  of  hta  Ftfot  oi^  whic  time  he  dtedL 

'      '     :.  PETER 
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PETER      V  I  D  A  L. 

PEter  ViDAL  might  jufUy  be  called 
the  Don  Qyixotte  of  the  Trouba- 
dours. He  was  the  fon  of  a  ikinner  ac 
Touloufe.  Born  with  a  poetic  talents  and  a 
melodious  voice,  he  foared  above  his  fitua«« 
tion,  and  engaged  in  that  career  of  gc^ 
nluSy  which  in  this  age  was  fo  advanta- 
geous :  his  \oYc  of  the  fair  &x  induced 
him  principally  to  thia  courfe  of  life.*-^ 
He  admired  every  beautiful  woman ;  and^ 
With  a  prefumption  not  uacommout  hi 
believed  himfelf  as  much  tfad  objed:  of 
their  admiration^  and  he  had  even  th<^ 
defpicablc  aiTurance  to  boaft  of  their  &« 
vours.  His  behaviour  to  tht  greatcft 
Lords  was  full  of  extrlvaganc^i  ahd  led 
(hem  to  coqfider  him  as  an  agreeable  fooU 
formed  for  the  ai^uiemcnt  of  thdr  cottrta> 

Y  7  Never- 
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Nevertheless,  his  compofitions  an- 
nounced a  fuperior  genius.  Giorgi,  a 
diftinguifhed  charafter  among  the  Trou* 
badour?,  fays  in  one  of  his  pieces,  that 
to  conlider  Vidal  as  a  fool,  is  being  a 
fool  one^s  felf,  fince  his  writings  difcover 
a  great  underftanding ;  but  the  a<^ions 
and  the  writings  of  men  of  wit  and  ge- 
nius are  very  often  oppofite  to  each  other ; 
and  of  this,  '  Vidal  will  appear  a  moft 
cqnfpicuQus  example. 

*  In  the  firft^part  of  his  life,  he  received 
a  terrible  lefibn  from  a  Knight  of  Saint 
Gilles,  of  whofe  wife  Vidal  having  fpokcn 
lightly,  the  Knight  revenged  himfelf  oh 
our  poet  by  flitting  his  tongue.  Hu* 
gues,  the  Lord  of  Baux,  had  compaflion 
on  him,  and  had  him  cured.  Gratitude 
attached  him  to  the  houfc  of  Baux. — ■ 
Barral,  the  chief  Lord,  honoured  him 
above  all  the  reft,  and  found  in  him  a 
continual  fource  of  entertainment.  Ade- 
laide of  Roquemartin^i  wif(?  of  the  Vif- 

Cpunt, 
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count,  charmed  Vidal,  and  became  the 
objedl  of  his  love*  Barral,  far  from  be- 
ing jealous,  granted  him  the  freed  accefs 
to  his  wife ;  gave  him  arms  and  habits 
like  his  own,  and  amufed  himfelf  with 
the  follies  his  pafEon  infpired.  The  Vif- 
countefs,  whofe  praifes  he  fung  under  the. 
name  of  Audierna,  joined  in  this  paftime, 
and  pretended  to  be  in  love  with  Vidal ; 
hut  (he  foon  experienced  the  effedl  of 
her  folly.  One  day,  when  the  Vifcountefs 
/  flept  alone,  Vidial,  fiept  flowly  into  her 
chamber,  and,  kneeling  down  by  the  (ide 
of  her  bed,  he  gave  her  a  kifs.  Ade<^ 
laide  awaking,  took  him  at  firft  for  her 
hu(band,  his  drefs  being  exadly  the  fkmc  ; 
but  foon  perceiving  her  miftake,  flue 
cried  out  with  all  her  might..  Her  wo- 
i^en,  who  lay  in  the  .next  room,  ran  im<* 
mediately  to  her  abidance,  and  our  poet 
made  a  precipitate  retreat.  The  Vi^ 
conntefs  defired  they  woald  fend  inftantly 
for  Barnll ;  when  he  came,  fht  ititreated 
he  would  rcvAhgc  himfelf  dn  the  info- 
^  Y  4.  lencc 
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lence  of  Vidal.  At  firfl  he  only  laughed 
at  this  adventure,  and  chid  his  v^ife  for 
making  fo  much  noife  about  it ;  but  he 
CQuld  not  pacify  her  wrath.  Vidal  fovind 
he  was  not  in  fafcty,  and  that  he  had  all 
things  to  fear  from  the  Vifcountefs,  if  he 
continued  in  the  houfe  of  Barral.  He 
therefore  embarked  for  Genoa,  where  he 
thus  expreffes  his  regret  for  leaving  Pro- 
vence. 

■  •«  O  HOW  delicious  is  the  air  that  blovv$ 
from  France  !  80  dearly  do  I  love  that 
charming  country,^  that  when  I  only  hear 
it  named,  I  am  ready  to  fwoon  for  joy  I 
and  for  every  word  they  fpeak,  I  defire  a 
hundred  I  have  left  my  heart  in  that 
amiable  nation ;  to  it  I  owe  all  the  witt 
fhe  koowlege,  the  genius,  and  the  fpirit 
I  erer  pofle0ed«  I  groan  in  exile  from 
my  fair  one.  I  retrain  as  immoveable  at 
the  rficollfrftton  of  h^r  charms,  ^s  a  fool 
vihcA  hi  bdbokls  the  gUr^  of  thp  hurn^ 
irjB  fui^  reift«Ae4  Qa  tl^e  via^owf  of  ^h 

caf?-f 
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cafemcnt.  Why  was  I  xiot  upoij  my 
guard  ^gainftfo.  lovely  a  creature,  whpfe 
charms  would  deprive  the  moft  fober 
mind  of  it3  rcafbn?  but  ber  heart  to-' 
ward  me  is  the  heart  of  a  lippq^s*  This 
determines  me  oa  st  pilgrimage  i  forbero 
I  languifh,  aud  I  di?." 

Agreeable  to  this  refoIutiQn»  he  ifp}« 
lowed  Richard  I.  King  of  Englandi  into 
Paleftiae,  where  his  bravados  were  thofe 
of  a  madman*  ^^  My  enemies,''  (kys  bet 
^^  tremble  at  my  name,  «od  the  earth 
(hakes  under  my  fteps.  AU  that  oppol^ 
ine,  I  bruife  and  cut  to  piec(:s !" 

While  VidaJ  was  thus  boafting  of  his 
prowefs,  a  fatal  trick  was  played  him  in 
Cyprus.  They  eugag^ed  him  to  marry  a 
young  Greeks  from  tbo  perfu»fioa  th;^t 
ihe  was  niece  to  the  Cmpergr  pf  the  ISji^ 
and  that  to  her  ^he  empire  wopld  be  tranfr 
ferred.  In  this  defiga  on  his  vanity  they 
completely  fucc^eded*    They  beheld  him 

lifurp 
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ufiirp  the  title  of  Emperor ;  give  that  of 
Emprefs  to  his  vrife»  and  inveft  himfelf 
with  the  marks  of  this  dignity.  He  had 
a  throne  carried  before*  him ;  and  he 
fared  all  he  conld  for  the  honours  of  that 
empire,  which  he  looked  upon  to  be  his 
rightful  inheritance.  In  the  midft  of  this 
glory  he  forgot  not  his  love,  and  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  for  ever  obfcured,  if 
he  failed  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  the  Vif- 
countefs  of  Marfeilles :  for  this  purpofe, 
he  implored  the  mediation  of  Hugues, 
and' of  Barral,  his  ancient  patrons.  By 
their  intreaties  they  obtained  favour  for 
him  at  laft,  and  Vidal  thus  exprefles  his 

joy- 

**  All  my  thoughts  are  now  turned 
to  love;  exprefs  therefore,  my  fong  its 
foft  delights !  When  lovers,  who  have 
been  aggrieved,  are  tenderly  reconciled, 
the  acceflion  of  joy  is  inexp'reflible.  I 
have  fufFered  alt  the  agonies  of  difplea- 
fure,  and  I  now  Experience'  this  delight ! 

lam 
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I  im  tranfported  when  I  behold  the  re- 
newed verdure,  the  expanding  flowers, 
the  melodious  birds,  and  the  tender  feli- 
city of  faithful  lovers !  The  diftreffes  I 
underwent  were  fo  fevere,  they  almoft 
deprived  me  of  reafon ;  but  I  am  agaia 
reftored  to  joy,  a  joy  that  will  never  end; 
and  1  revive  with  the  reviving  fprlhg, 
which  re-animates  all  nature,  and  pours 
into  my  foul  the  foft  efFufions  of  love !  * 

^*  Gayer  than  the  gayeft  bird,  I  will 
fly  to  my  fair  one :  (he  is  in  all  I  love» 
and  nothing  without  her  is  delightful.  If 
reflored  to  grace,  fhe  gives  an  afylum 
to  her  fervant;  fhe  will  preferve  him 
long  in  youth,  and  in  vigour,  gay,  frefh, 
and  tender  as  the  new-blown  flower  on 
the  branch.  Beautiful  Audiema!  my 
heart,  long  fubjeft  to  your  power,  is  now 
revived  by  your  mercy,  like  the  new- 
lilowQ  flower  on  the  green  branch/' 

ViDAL 
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ViDAL  was  perfe^Iy  well  received  on 
his  return  to  Baux,  by  Hugues  and  Bar- 
ral,  and  the  former  prefented  him  to  the 
Vifcountefs  of  Marfeilles,  faying,  fhe 
muft  now  fign  his  peace,  by  freely  giving 
him  that  kifs  he  had  before  (lolen ;  but 
Adelaide  giving  no  more  encouragement 
to  bis  pafCon  than  fhe  had  done  before^ 
he  became  weary  of  playing  a  part, 
where  his  love  was  only  an  amufement, 
and  engaged  in  another  adventure,  in 
which  be  appeared  completely  mad. 

Smitten  with  a  Lady  of  CarcaiTonne, 
called  Louve  de  Penautier,  he  caufcd  him- 
felf  to  be  called  Loup,  or  Wolf,  in  her 
honour,  and  engaged  himfclf  to  fubmit 
to  all  the  perils  of  being  hunted  in  4 
wolf's  ikla$  for  her  lake.  In  this  dif>» 
guife  the  iheph«rds,.  witb  their  maftiffs 
and  gr^yhounds^  drove  him  into  the 
mountaiiw,  ai)d  purfued  him  there  i  and 
fo  cruelly  was  he  mangled,  for  he  would 
not  fuffer  the  dogs  to  be  taken  off  him 

till 


THE    TROUBADOURS.    233 

till  they  had  almoft  killed  him,  that  they 
carried  him  home  for  dead  to  his  miflrefs. 
The  Lady  and  her  hulband  took  care  of 
his  cure,  but  they  ridiculed  his  lament- 
able folly.  Nor  were  thefe  all  his  extra- 
vagancies. On  the  death  of  his  Lord, 
Raimond,  the  Count  of  Touloufe,  h6 
gave  unheard-of  proofs  of  aflBiftion  ;  he 
dreffed  himfelf  in  the  deepeft  mourning, 
cut  off  the  ears  and  tails  of  his  horfes, 
and  his  own  hair,  let  his  beard  and  hia 
nails  grow  to  an  immoderate  length,  and 
required  all  his  fervants  to  do  the  fame. 
Alphonfo,  King  of  Arragon,  came  into 
Provence  with  a  numerous  retinue,  when 
Vidal  was  in  this  ftrange  plight.  The 
King  and  his  Barons,  who  loved  him, 
befought  him  to  refume  his  gaiety,  and 
to  diflipate  his  grief  by  a  fong ;  and  they 
defired  he  would  compofe  one  for  them, 
to  carry  with  thetn  into  Spain ;  and,  af- 
ter many  intreaties,  they  obtained  their 
requeft.  The  King,  to  exprtfs  his  (atif- 
faftion,    gave,  him  the  fame  haiHts  he 

wore 
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V 

wore  himfelf.     In  this  piece  he  fpeaks  of* 
his  former  adventures  ;  his  grief  for  Rai- 
mond:  of  a  girdle  given  him   by  Ma-* 
dam  Rambaude,  wife  of  William,  Lord 
of  BeuiU  near  Nice.    He  profeffes,  that 
in  this  badge  of  her  favour  he  thinks 
himfelf  pofleflfed  of    the   riches   of  the 
world  J   and  that  even  the  King  himfelf 
does  not  equal  him  in  honour  and  power. 
«*  I  am  prouder  of  this  gift  than  Count 
Richard  of  his  Poitou»  his  Touraine,  and 
his  Anjou/'      He  felicitates  himfelf  on 
having  been  purfued,  and  almoft  killed 
by  the  Ihepherds,   (which  confirms  the 
adventure  of  this  uncommon  chace) ;  and 
aflfures  the  King,  that  he  is  more  devoted 
to  his  dear  Louvei   than  to  any  other  be- 
ing on  earth ! 

After' fuch  a  fenes  of  uncommon 
a£tions»  and  when  many  years  had  rolled 
over  his  head»  Vidal  began  to  refled;  and 
liecompofedy  among  fundry  other  pieces>  a 
TreaUfc  on  rp^j[|r,e{Iing  the  Licence  and  In* 

difcretion* 
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ijifcretiona  of  the  Tongue,  not  inferted. 
An  invedtive  againft  Philip  Auguftus,  King 
of  France,  who,  inftead  of  taking  the 
crofs,  to  recover  the  Holy  Sepulchre^  paff-^ 
ed  his  life  in  a  vile  traffic,  which  brought 
evil  on  his  fubjeds.  Another  againft 
the  Kings  of  Spain,  who  rendered  the 
Moors  n)ore  infolent  by  purchafing  peace 
with  them,  and  fighting  againft  each 
other.  He  complains  alfo  of  the  prelateSf 
and  the  inferior  clergy  of  the  churcht 
who  gave  birth  to  hercfy  by  their  igno- 
rance and  bad  lives  ;  and  of  the  Emperor 
Henry  VI.  who  violated  the  privileges  of 
the  crufaders,  by  retaining  Richard  I.  in 
prifon,  whom,  in  his  misfortunes,  adds 
he,  the  difloyal  Englifh  have  fhamefully 
infulted. — He  exhorts  the  city  of  Milan 
to  be  reconciled  with  Pavia  ^  and  makea 
vows  for  the  Pifans,  becaufe  they  abafed 
the  pride  of  the  Genoefe.  He  cenfures 
the  flovenlinefs  of  the  Germans  in  their 
feafts,  and  comparer  their  language  to 
the  barking  of  dogs.  He  recites  the  af- 
fairs 
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fairs  of  the  Albigcnfes,  and  the  valouf 
of  King  Nfai«froi  again  ft  the  clergy^ 
who  had  aimed  at  his  deftrudion.  As 
there  Is  nothing  Angular  in  thefe  pieces^ 
they  are  only  touched  upon  to  flicw  the 
variety  of  Vidal's  compofitions.  But 
the  following  tale,  in  which  he  gives  ex- 
cellent advice  to  a  jongleur,  is  entirely 
deferving  of  regard,  and  is  an  aflfoni/h- 
hig  contrail  to  the  extravagancies  of  his 
eonduA. 

Vidal's  Tale  of   the  Jongleur- 

On  a  beautiful  morning  in  fpring,  Pe^ 
ter  Vidal:  being  in  the  fquare  of  Befaudun^ 
walking  there  in  profound  meditation^ 
there  came  to  him  a  jongleur,  who  com- 
plained bitterly  of  the*  preference  given 
every  where  to  boafters^,  Vtdal  invited 
him  to  return  with  him  to  dinner.  The 
fepaft  being  ended,  they  wetit  into  the 
orchard^  atid  feated  themfelves  on  the 
grafs,  at  the  edge  of  a  lIMe  brook,  flacFed 

by 
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hj  a  tree  in  bloilom.  Tke  fky  Was  clear^ 
and  the  air  fofc  and  refreOiing.  The 
^oogleilr,  charmed  with  the  fcene^  and 
enlivened  by  the  encDuriaging  frank* 
xiefs  of  his  hoil,  became  coUedted  and  at 
eafe^'as  befits  a  man  bf  tinderftandihg» 
and  thus  fpoke  to,  Vidal  i  <^  Chance  led 
me  one  day  from  Riom  to  Motitferrahd^ 
to  the  Dabphin  bf  Auv^rgne.  If  ever 
there  was  a  court  filled  with  pleafui-e,  it 
Was  his :  there  wai  neither  Lady  nbr 
Gentleman,  Knight  nor  'Squire,  but  who 
was  as  familiit  as  a  little  ^rd  fed  on  the 
band.  There  I  foUhd  a  brilliant  company 
aflembled  together :  here  I  flopped.  It 
was  near  Chriftmas,  called  inlhis  country 
the  Calend.  When  the  guefts  rofe  fifora 
table,  they  feated  themfelvea  round  tbtf 
fire,  and  the  Knights  and  the  Jongleori 
difcourfed  with  mirth  and  plealantry.  A£^ 
(er  much  eatertaidmefit,  the  Knighti# 
without  fpcaking»  retired  to  repofe;  but 
txy  Lord  feemed  defiroitt  of  coatiouiag 

%  peved 
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peared  to  mc  favourable,  ancLI  approached 
toward  him* 


"  My  Lord,  faid  I,  I  had  a  father  wha 
was  well  accomplithed  ;  he  was  a  marvel- 
lous finger^  an  agreeable  and  copious 
ftory- teller  :  I  truft  I  referable  him.  But 
hearing  of  the  favours  which  Henry,  King 
of  England,  the  valiant  Marquis  of  Mont- 
ferrat,  and  a  great  number  of  Barons  in 
Lombardy,  in  Catalonia^'in  Gafcony,  and 
in  Provence,  beftowed  on  the  Jongleurs, 
I  determined  to  embrace  their  prbfeffion. 
I  therefore  travelled  through  many  towns 
and  cities,  but  among  the  greater  part  of 
the  Barons  I  have  found  nothing  rcfem- 
bling  the  noble  manner  of  living  among^ 
the  ancients.  For  the  •  moft  part,  they 
live  obfcurely  in- their  houfes,  confined  lo 
their  jfamiliea ;  aind  among  them  I  behelx} 
9n  infinite  number  jwho  were  foblifli  and 
jgcioraht-  You,  my  Lord,  who  appear  to 
ipxc:to  have  an^.  excellent  judgment,  ypa 
muft'bwreJpwpfive^this  decadency -ofc the 


^  ^ 


—J 


nobles  j 
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nobles  ;  may  I  prefumc  to  enquire  of  you 
the  caufe  ?"    The  Dauphin  rofe,  and  after 
having  paufed  fome  time,   **  Friend,  re- 
plied he,"  *'  I  will  not  refufc  to  anfwer 
you,  though  my  knowlege  is  not  what 
you  conceive  it.     Formerly  the  talents  of 
the  mind,  and  the  qualities  of  the  heart, 
were  held  in  efteem,  and  the  love  of  ge- 
nius prefided  in  courts.    Now,  the  Barons 
have  changed  their  condudl ;  they  opprefs 
men  of  merit,  and  Nobles  and  Ladies, 
who  poffefs  the  moll  fhallow  witf,  receive 
the  higheft  inarks  of  their  efteem.  Know- 
lege is  no  longer  prized ;  and  all  thofe  who 
aim  to  deferve  praife,  are  fure  of  cenfure. 
I  wifh  thefe  Barons  were  to  llharq  the  fape 
fate  as  the  Moors  in  Spain,     There  was 
at  firfl:  among  them  brave  men,  on  whom 
they  beftowed  nobility,  lands,  and  power ; 
but  their  defcendents    enjoyed  the  good 
fortune  of  their  fathers,  without  troubling 
themfelves  to  acquire  their  virtues.    They 
became ;  indolent  and  faint-hearted  ;  they 
•filled  the  country  with  injuftice  and  cpn- 
Z  2  fufion. 
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fuHon,  A  race  of  Mammdus  arofc,  who 
fought  to  repair  by  their  ftoble  dccdi  the 
dcfedl  of  their  bJith.  The  people  revoked 
iigainil  their  ancient  Lords,  and  put  then>- 
felves  under  the  protedion  of  thcfe  new 
mafl crs*  Our  nobility  is  degenerated  in 
the  fame  mantier,  and  is  threatened  with 
the  fame  ruin  *  When  I  retired  to  red, 
I  refledled  on  what  the  Dauphin  had  faid^ 
and  I  felt  the  trnih  of  it.  Some  days  af- 
ter, hairing  taken  my  leave  of  him,  I  tra- 
Verfed  Auvergne,  returned  to  Thouloufe, 
pafled  from  thence  to  Catatonia  j  and  I 
can  affure  you,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
my  Lord  the  Dauphin,  I  Aould  have 
found  neither  joy  nor  beauty  in  the  world/* 

ViDAL  replied  to  the  Jongleur, "  Friend, 
yon  complain  of  a  change  as  new,  which 
is  now  become  old  ;  and  you  fpeak  of  the 
good  ancient  lime,  from  the  accomit  you 
have  receive^  of  your  father.  For  my 
part,  I  have  been  to  the  court  of  King 
Alphonfo,  father  of  that  Alphonfo  wh<S 

did 
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did  fo  much  good>  and  (hewed  to  all  fa 
much  courtefy  and  honour;  and  I  have 
feen  To  many  good  exam[4e«>  that  I  am 
becomt  the  better  for  them  in  every  re- 
rpeft.  If  you  had  beea  thcre^  you  would 
alfo  hav^  bdield  that  happy  age,  of  which 
your  father  fpoke,  in  which  (hone  fucK 
gallant  and  generous  men;  you  would 
have  heard  the  Troubadours  relate  how 
well  they  were  entertained  in  thefc  courts ; 
you  would  have  feen  th«r  brilliant  equi-^ 
pages  I  and  the  honourable  reception  which 
was  given  them  by  the  nobles.  You 
would  alfo  have  obfet  ved  the  fame  thiiig 
in  Lombardy,  at  the  valiant  Mi^rquis  of 
Montferrat'Is ;  in  Provencet  at  the  Lord 
Blacas's }  at  William's  the  good  Lord  of 
Bauxy  and  at  many  other  nobles  of  worth 
and  refped.  Providence  has  ^Ifo  ordain- 
ed, that  in  this  very  age  there  ihould  he 
•in  Germany  »n  Emperort  Frederick  s  in 
England,  a  Henry  and  his  three  fons ;  .at 
Touloufe,  a  Count  Raimond;  and  in  Cata* 
loniai  a  Count  of  Barcelona,  and  his  fon 
Z3  Al- 
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Alphonfo.  AH  thefe  Lords  know  well  how 
to  difljnguifli-cbariLfters,  and  reward  me- 
rit ;  and  they  have  fhewn  much  honour,  and 
beilowed  great  favours,  on  thofe  jongleurs 
and, Knights,  who  fought  and  had  need 
iof  their  protedion ;  and  in  the  expeditions 
Xhey  made,  tliey  conferred  benefits  where- 
eyer   they   pafled.      The  wife    and    the 
learned  have  vifited  their  courts,  and  found 
encouragement  for  their  different  lalents^ 
in  tljcir  generofity  and  their  virtues-    The 
^prcjs  tvhom  I  fpeak  of.  were  all  gallant 
and  brave.  ..They  were  either    engaged 
in.  wars apd  tournaments,  or  held  brilliant 
affemblies   for   the   noble,   aipiable,   and 
witty  of  the  fair  fex,  for  whom  they  ever 
-cxprefTed  the  higheft  regatd.   .At   pre- 
fect, it  is  true^  the  Wjcaknefs  and  indolence 
•of  Princes  ia  .communicated  to  their  vaf- 
•,fals.the  great  .Lords  J  fcnfeand  knowlege 
have  difappeared  in  both,  and  Knights, 
formerly  loyal  and  bravef,  are  become  de- 
ceitful and  effeminate.     I  fee  blit  one  re- 
medy for  this  evil,  and  that  is^  the  art 

of 
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of  jongleury.  This  profeflion  demands 
gaiety,  franknefs,  foftnefs,  and  prudence. 
Science  is  the  greateft  of  all  treafures  for 
thofe  who  know  ,hOw  to  make  ufe  of  it. 
Do  not  wafte'  it  on  the  ignorant ;  they 
only  know  how  to  difpute  and  fneer  in 
their  own  filly  manner,  and  from  them 
we  muft  only  expe£l  the  rudert  and  mofl 
Vulgar  behaviour.  Do  not  imitate  thofe 
infipid  jongleurs,  who  weary  vkh  Jth^ 
famenefs  of  their  compolitions,  and  the 
repetition  of  their  amorous  complaints. 
Be  always  neat,  but  let  not  your  drefs  ap- 
pear ftudied.  Have  your  cloaths  made  to 
fit  eafy,  and  lay  them  by  fmoofh,  ^that 
they  may  always  appear  new,  -Let  your 
countenance  be  'opep  and  compqfed,  and 
let  all  you  fay  be  accompanied,  with,  chfaf- 
fulnefs  and  urbanity  j  but^  do  not  talk  too 
jmych,  and  what  yoiu  fay  will  appear,  the 
'more  graceful. ^  ,With  thefe  q,u^lificatiang 
you  may  yet  (ucceed  in  your  profeflion  ; 

Tor  the  world  is  not  fo  corrupted*  but  that 

...ifi«'  '     I''*  *'•         * 

there  aire  AiU  a  few  Lords  who  are  capa- 
Z  4.  ble 
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ble  of  patronizing  and  honouring  tbo(e 
who  cultivate  their  favours  difqreetly.     I 
fpeak  not  of  the  condud  ypu  ihould  o^- 
ferve  irith  men  of  fenfe  an^  geniu$.     B^ 
fides  the  infinite  advantage  of  their  fociety, 
they  will  not  only  efteem  you  fo?  yout 
knowlcge,  but  will  introduce  and  recom- 
mend you  to  the  efteem  of  others  like 
them(elve$.     Among   the  young   Lords, 
always  give  the  preference  to  thofp  who 
have  feotiment :  fuch  are  always  ambi- 
tious of  true  honour ;  they  are  naturally 
gencrouj  and   noble-minded.     They  are 
alfo  more  prone  to  love  tenderly  than  ig- 
norant, conceited,  and  feryile  minds-  Ten- 
demefs  and  genius  are  their  de'ight,  but 
grarjty,  (liffnefs,  and  infipidity  their  aver- 
fion.    But  frequent  ihofc  moft,  if  perfons 
of  merjti  yrho  are  arrived  at  manhood* 
They  arc  ?90^?  t^  t^?  ?B^  ^^  reflcd^ion  |j 
they  arc  capable  Of  diftinguilhing,  an4  of 
enCQiU'aging  virtue ;  ^pd  if  they  are  truly 
Amiable,   they  will   opppfe   an(]   combat 
yice,  for  their  inclinatipo  will  lead  ^bem 

to 
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IQ  all  goodoeis !    Ayoid  thofe  wboib  n^ii* 
^CT^  tre  corrupt,  wboii:  ij^cUnatjoas  are 
iiafe  apd  v|ciou».    \71iatcver  thctr  raak 
pr  fortunet  you  will  find  ia  all  foch  a  4^« 
dain  of  fciencc^   aiul  of  all  who  pro- 
feft  the  love  of  it.    Of  thofC)  iti^eedi  who 
baye  led  irregiilar  ^nd  |ibertioe  Uvt^^  a 
few  have  been  brought  to  reiieiCt  on  their 
condud.  and  have  becpnf  wffe  jiod  good. 
Whea  this  is  the  cafe,  they  deferve  y6ur 
f^egard,  and  are  infinitely  to  be  preferred 
to  thpfe  arrogant  upftarts,  whofe  richer 
pnly  ferve  to  fwell  the  bubble  of  their 
pride»  to  expofe  their  ignorance  and  ftupi« 
dfty,  and  fink  them  into  the  duft  from 
whence  they  fprung^    Shun  thofe,  who 
ioii)  to  fome  knqwlege  a  revolting  rud^^ 
nefs  a^d  bruulity  of  manner,  and  a  dog« 
^natical  turn  of  conver&tion;  they  muft 
have  ibmethiqg  ungenerous  and  illiberal 
in  their  difpoiitions,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
love  to  aflbciate  with  their  inferiors,  for 
the  pleafure  of  being  thought  the  chief  in 
fompany,  of  giving  law  to  others,  and  of 

be- 
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becoming  important  in  their  own  eyes.— ■ 
Receive  thofe  with  kindnefs,  who,  failing 
ia  genius,  but  poffeffing  independence  and 
vijtjue,.jiuvc  good  and  generous  minds, 
^  who  love  and  reward  merit :   but  be  care- 
ful you. never. ^obtain  their  liberality  by  a 
mean  and  cringing  behavjour.     You  will 
find,  among,  tl^ofe  you  aflbciate  with,  perr 
i^ns  whQfi.Wthwt  any  idea  of  what  is 
delicate,    and  ppfleffing    no   judgement; 
will  defire  you  to  exercife  your  talents  to 
amufe  their  indolence,  to  ling,  or  recite 
before  them ;  and  you  will  fcarcely  have 
uttered   a  line,   ere  they    will   begin  to 
whifper  in  their  neighbour's  ear,  and  per- 
haps engage  with  them  in  fome  ridiculous 
ftpry.     It  is  irkfome  to  frequent' fuch  j 
but  they  muft  fonietimes  be  borne  with; 
for  thofe  who  are,  the  mod  ill-bred  them- 
felves,  always  exped  and  exadt  the  moid 
perfea    behaviour    from,  others.,    Even 
among  the  highcft  Barons,  you  will  meet 
with  forae. who  will  confider  you  as  too 
much  honoured  by  their   bearing  your 

com- 
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compofitions,  without  paying  much  atten- 
tion to  them.  Others  there  are,  who  think 
of  nothing .  but  eating,  drinking,  brawl- 
ing, and  fleeping ;  nothing  but  ihame  can 
be  obtained  by  frequehting  fuch  men  of 
this  turn,  however  difHnguiihed  by  their 
rank  in  life. 

**    Never  condemn  other  jongleurs ; 
thofe  who  are  feyere  qn  perfons  of  their 
own  profefiion,.  (hew  a  bafe  and^enviouk 
mind,  and  expofe  their  own  jealoufy  much 
more  than  the,  faults  of  their  brethren.— 
If  you  are  alked  to  relate  what  you  have 
feen  and  heard  in  the  world>  be  not  too 
diffufive,  but  proceed  by  degrees ;   found 
the  difpofition  of  your  hearers,   till  you 
obferve  they  relifli  yojir  difcourfe ;  then 
fpeak  of  the  brave  Lords  you  hav6  met 
with,  and  of  the  Ladies  in  the  highed 
efteeni ;   and  endeavour  to  infpire   thofe, 
who  liften  to  you,  with  the  love  of  virtue. 
If  the  company  are  perfons  of  high  rank, 
and  of  elevated  minds,   difplay,  both  in 

your 
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your  CQUot^ance  and  volce^  tbedoqufitc? 
which  your  fi|bjeft  infpires.  Be  diftina 
^md  grave  in  yonr  manners  j  let  your  car- 
riage hp  firpi  and  graceful,  and  abflaia 
from  all  mean  and  Iptr  exprelfions.  Some 
jongleiirs  find  fault  with  every  thing,  biit 
take  care  to  extol  themfelves  highly  -,  and 
fuch  18  their  vanity  ^nd  ignorance,  that 
vrere  they  iq  the  pr^fence  of  the  King 
himfelf,  they  would  affed  the  free  and 
familiar  tone  of  men  of  importanee.  Dq 
not  imitate  thofe;  the  nv>re  they  are 
known,  the  lefs  they  are  efteemed.  For 
your  part,  whatever  is  your  genius,  your 
knowlege,  or  your  wit,  do  not  make  n 
boaft  of  it :  be  modeft,  and  you  will  find 
perfons  enough  who  will  (et  forth  your 
merit  and  abilities.  Avoid  all  excefs ;  fly 
all  bad  company  j  but  do  not  appear  to 
defpife  any  one ;  for  the  meaneft,  and  the 
worft  perfon,  is  moft  able  to  become  your 
enemy,  and  they  fomctimes  purfue  thofe 
they  hate,  with  fuch  inveterate   malice, 

as 
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2l8  to  iiijufd  thetii  in  the  opinion  of  the 
1/trorthy  and  the  judicioui. 

"  Whil*  you  are  young  atid  vigo- 
rous^  recommend  in  your  writings^  and 
imprefs  by  your  behaviour,  the  refpedk 
due  to  old  age ;  and  maintain  continually 
this  truth,  that  thofe  who  frequent  the 
company  of  perfbn9$  vrhofe  lites  have  been 
fpent  in  virtue,  will  derive  to  themielves 
a  lafting  bleifttig  and  reward. 

•*  ArT«it  this  long  coftverfatiofi  witb 
the  jongleurs,  fald  Vidal,  we  returned 
into  my  houfe,  and  fapped«  The  next 
day  my  gueft  departed/  I  knew  iiot 
whether  he  found  the  age  better  than  he 
had  conceived  it,  for  thave  never  feea 
him  fince.** 

It  was  from  reading  this  exceHefil 
piece  of  Vidal's,  the  Troubadour  Giorgi 
cried  out,  ^<  Thofe  are  Jbols  indeed,  who 
give  that  character  to  iTklal." 

Thers 
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There  is  another  tale  of  this  famous 
Troubadour,  which  is  a  poetic  ficftion  in 
the  Oriental  ftyle*.  It  was  compofed  at 
the  court  of  the  King  of  Cadile^  and  is 
entitled, 

The    N/O vel    of    Vidal. 

.*•  On  the  return  of  that  delightful 
feafon,  which  befpangles  the  meadows 
with  flowers,  clothes  the  trees  with  a 
beautiful  foliage,  decks  the  woods  and 
the  groves  with  a  verdant  and  refrefhing 
fliade,  .and  fills  all  nature  with  melody, 
and  love;  I  arofe  one  fine  morning,  to 
go  and  vifit  my  Lord,  who  held  his 
court  at  Muret :  that  I  might  apjiear  with 
-more  refpeft  before  him,  I  ordered  my 
Knights  to  fummon  their  'Squires,  well 
mounted  and  armed.  As  we  were  on  the 
way»  we  beheld  a  JCnight  approach  us 
in  magnificent  apparel  ;  he  was  of  a 
.f!*arthy  complexion,  but  majeftic  and 
handfome  ;  his  '«ycs  were  foft  and  tender, 
-     '  his 
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liis  nofe  aquiline  and   well-(baped,   and 
his  teeth  were  like  polilhed  filver;   his 
countenance  was  inexpi;effibly  fweet,  and 
every    tender    charm    played    about  his 
mouth  ;  and  his  wholq  air  and  demeanour 
cxpreffed  the  lovelinefs  of  his  charadler. 
His  fhoes  were  ftudded    with   fapphires 
and  emeralds,  his  robe  ornamented  with  * 
flowers  of  the  moft  beautiful  colours,  and 
the  moft  fragrant  fmell,  and  he  wore  a 
crowii  on  his  head  :  he  was  mounted  on 
a  palfrey  of  a  middle  fize,  its  tail  and 
one  fide  was  as  black  as  jet,  the  other 
white  as  ivory ;  the   right  fhoulder  was 
brown,  and  the  left  grey ;  his  head  and 
itiane  were  red  ;  one  ear  yellow,  and  the 
other  dappled  grey.     The  faddle  was  of 
jafper;  the  houfings  of  ferpentine;  the 
flirrups  of  agate,   and  the  bridles  of  fuch 
ineftimable  jewels,  that  they  exceeded  in 
value  the  riches  of  Darius.     By  tbe  fide 
of  this  fplendid  Knight  rode    a    lovely 
Lady,  whofe  beauty  attraded   all    eyes; 
the  whitcnefs  of  her  fkin  was  as  the  driven 

fnow. 


352      THE   HlStOFLY    OP 

(how,  and  her  complexion  lik^  the  rofd- 
bud  in  fpridg,  i^as  exquifitely  animated 
with  tender  bluihes ;  a  wreath  of  flowers 
encircled  her  lotig  flaxen  hair»  which 
Ihone  like  gold ;  her  eyes  were  fparkling,; 
yet  full  of  foftnefs,  and  her  fhape  was^ 
gracefully  (lender*  Her  habits  were  fuited 
to  her  . beauty »  and  difcoTered  an  elegant 
fimplicity ;  her  palfrey  was  beautifbU  and 
Its  harnefs  and  bridles  lily-white.  After 
them  came  a  'Squire,  accompanied  by  a 
gentlewoman.  Tlie  'Squire  carried  a  bdw 
of  poli(hed  (vory^  with  three  artows  at 
his  girdle;  one  was  df  bdrnHhed  gold^ 
the  fecond  of  poliflied  fteel  df  Pottoup 
add  the  third  of  caft  lead ;  he  iKid  alio  il 
wand  of  pliant  wood.  For  the  gentle-^ 
womaui  we  could  not  perceire  whether 
ihe  was  fair  or  brown^^  fonr  her  long  hair 
bung  below  her  waift,  covered  her  fad* 
die,  and  came  down  oter  her  facci  below 
the  ends  of  her  fingers. 

The 
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"  The  beautiful  palrfung  a  new  fong, 
which  the  woods  re-echoed,  and  the  birds 
flrained  their  little  throats  to  refound. 
They  fung,  that  thofe  Knights  who  loved 
'  not,  or  who  had  ceafed  to  love,  ought  to 
b?  mounted  on  affes,  to  diftinguifh  theih 
from  loyal  lovers ;  And  that  thofe  Ladies 
who  bartered  their  love  for  gain,  fliould 
be  condemned  to  traverfe  the  highways, 
with  a  fack  of  corn  upon  their  backs. 

**  I  WAS  the  firft  to  falute  them.— 
God  preferve  you  from  evil,  faid  I ;  you, 
your  Lady,  and  your  train.  The  Knight 
replied,  **  God  blefs  you  alfo,  Peter  Vi- 
dal,  and  fend  you  a  Lady  who  fhall  love 
you  truly,  for  you  have  fought  one  long.** 
**  I  have  found  one,"  replied  Vidal,  **  and 
fuch  a  one,  that  I  am  more  her's  than  my 
own." — ''  You  may  be  her's,'*  refumed 
the  Knight,  **  but  fhe  never  will  be 
your's." — **  I  am,  however,  fatisfied,"  re- 
turned Vidal,  "  for  £he  appears  to  be 
A  a  mine/* 
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mine/'—-**  It  U  thus,  my  friend,  that  all 
foolifli  iQvers  deceive  themf(?Ive8." 

**  But,  if  I  love  her  conftantly,  (he 
may  be  touched  with  compaffion."  — **  No, 
my  friend ;  for  compaffion  (he  never  knew^." 
**  Yet  ihe  was  ardently  defirous  of  my 
love." — **  Friend,  when  one  has  an  un- 
jufl  Lord,  the  bcft  party  we  can  take  is 
to  abandon  the  fief/' — *'  But  when  one 
finds  that  is  impoflible  ?"  **  Remain, 
then,  like  a  galley-flave,  Peter  Vidal/'— 
**  But  how  is  it  you  know  mc  fo  well  ; 
for  you  have  often  repeated  my  name  ? 
I  befeech  you  continue  with  me  this  night, 
for  never  guefl  pleafed  me  as  you  do  : 
for  the  love  of  God  remain  with  me  !"-t— 
The  Lady  faid,  flie  fliould  like  to  repofe 
near  fomc  fountain,  meadow,  or'  wood } 
for  fhe  did  not  like  the  clofe  air  of  caflles, 
*'  You  will  find,  Madam,"  replied  I,  '*  aix 
agteeable  place  of  retreat,  not  far  frorn, 
the  caftle,  in  an  orchard,  inclofed  wdth  4 
hedge  of  fweet  calamus,  where  a  laurel- 
tree 
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tree  fpreads  its  wide  branches  near  a  foun-* 
tain,  which  rolls  its  tranfparent  waters 
over  the  lucid  pebbles."  To  jthis  fpot  I 
led  my  guefts,  and  feated  them  on  the 
green  turf;  the  flowers  were  fpringing 
up  under  us ;  they  fent  forth  ^  moft  de- 
lightful odour  ;  and  the  tender  warblings 
of  a  thoufand  fond  and  faithful  lovers 
were  wafted,  in  every  zephyr,  to  our  de- 
lighted imaginations. 

#  ^ 

**  The  Gentlewoman  fpread  on  the 
grafs  a  carpet  of  gold  brocade,  wove  in 
the  fined  manner,  on  which  was  worked, 
in  their  natural  colours,  birds,  animals, 
and  flowers,  and  a  great  falamander  was 
reprefented  in  the  middle  of  it.  This 
carpet  was  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  a  million 
of  Knights  might  lay  down  on  it,  with- 
out touching  each  other  ;  and  yet,  when 
it  was  folded  up,  the  Gentlewoman  car- 
ried it  in  a  fmall  bag ;  there  was  alfo  a 
great  many  quilts,  and  culhions  for  the 
reft  of  the-  company.  When  our  repaft 
A  a  a  was 
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was  ended,  the  Knight  faid  to  me,  **  Pe- 
ter Vidal,  know  that  I  am  Love;  this 
Lady  is  called  Mercy ;  this  Gentlewoman, 
Charity ;  and  this  'Squire,  Loyalty  :  he 
carries  the  ivory  bow ;  and  be  affured  he 
never  fails  his  mark."  **  My  Lord," 
faid  1,  "  could  I  prefume  fo  far,  I  would 
a(k  you  a  quellion."  '*  Alk  it,"  replied 
he,   "  I  am  ready  to  anfwer  you." 

'*  Tell  me  in  pity,  then,  my  Lord, 
if  Mercy  will  aflift  me  with  the  objed  of 
my  love  !  for  as  yet  I  have  gathered  only 
the  thorns.  Tell  me,  I  befeech  you,  the 
fource  and  the  progrefs  of  love ;  how  it 
is  lighted  up  in  the  heart,  and  how  it  is 
nouriflied  there  j  how  it  can  fo  flily  in-» 
fmuate  itfelf  by  its  foftnefs ;  how  it  can 
fet  fleep  at  defiance,  wage  war  with  the 
elements  themfelves,  burning  in  water, 
and  freezing  in  fire.  Tell  me,  I  befeech 
you,  how  it  can  bind  without  any  chain, 
and  wound  without  any  fear  ;  how  it  can 
be  produced  without  a  father,  and  born 

with- 
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without  a  mother ;  and  how  it  happens, 
that  being  confidered  as  fo  cruel  an  ene- 
my*  it  fhould  yet  be  fo  kindly  foftered, 
grow    imperceptibly  as    a   fpider's  web> 
and,   in  the  very  moment  of  its  diffolu- 
tion,  become  ftronger  than  ever.     I  would 
fain  know  how  all  this  is  done,  and  how 
Loyalty,  yoiir  'Squire,  launches  his  darts 
with  fuch  foftnefs  and  fecrefy,  that  the 
wounded  rejoice   in   their   wounds,    and 
will  never  permit  their  cure.     I  wifli  alfo 
to  be   informed,   why   you  bring   away 
Mercy,  Loyalty,  and  Chaftity  from  our 
country  ;  this   is  to  take  the  grain,   and 
leave    us   only  the  chaff.      I  would  yet 
further  know,  if  it  may  not  difpleafe  you, 
for  what  crime  a  Lady  has  a  right  to  dif- 
mifs  her  Knight,  or  a  Knight  to  quit  his 
Lady ;  for  I  have  heard  it  reported,  the 
King  of  Navarre  has  forfaken  his  :  for 
her  he  held  numberlefs  tournaments,  and 
made  many  aflfaults  on  cities,  towers,  and 
caftles,  gave  fumptuous  feails,  and  laugh- 
ed and  fung  continually,  with  fuch  joy 
A  a  3  did 
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did  love  infpire  him  :  but  now  he  la- 
ments in  plaintive  or  fatiric  ftrains.  I 
pray  God  to  reftore  him  to  his  ancient 
courtefy  and  urbanity;  and  that  his  Lady, 
pardoning  hrm,  may  never  need  forgive- 
nefs  herfclf." 

"  Peter  Vidal,"  replied  Love,  '*  I 
Ihould  look  upon  any  other,  who  could 
alk  fuch  queftions  as  you  have  done,  to 
be  a  fool ;  but,  fince  Mercy  commands 
jue,  I  will  conceal  nothing  from  you.  It 
is  not  itnpoffible,  but  that  after  having 
fuffercd  you  to  languifh  fo  long,  Mercy 
xnay  touch  the  heart  of  your  fair  one,  if 
you  remain  conilant  in  your  love.  I 
will  now  tell  you  wlut  is  the  fource,  and 
the  food  of  love.  It  arifes  froni  the 
heart,  where  it  is  foftered  by  the  will, 
after  having  been  conceived  by  the  ima* 
gination  ;  it  lives  on  gaiety  and  joy,  and 
is  nourifhed  by  the  perfecutions  of  perfi- 
dious rivals ;  and  it  only  arrives  at  per- 
fcGLioa  when  their  falfehoods    are   uih 

maiked* 
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mafked.  It  fprings  from  the  tendewiefs 
of  the  defire ;  and  when  delight  and 
alfurance  are  joined  with  this  tendernefs, 
it  is  then  in  its  perfedl  Rate. 

**  With  refpe<a  to  Loyalty,  our 
'Squire,  he  ftrikes  the  penfive  melancholy 
lover  with  one  of  his  arrows,  the  ftroke 
enters  with  his  (ighs  ;  and,  aftonifhing  to 
behold,  inftantly  makes  two  fouls  one: 
but  there  is  neithet  man  nor  i^omani 
within  whom  thefe  arrows  will  ehter^  if 
their  hearts  are  not  frank  and  loyal ;  and 
much  more  impoffible  is  it  for  thofe  who 
make  a  trade  of  affedkion,  and  fell  them* 
felves  for  money,  to  be  owned  or  rewarded 
by  Love :  they  are  falfe  gallants,  they 
may  go  where  they  will  for  me;  for  I 
entirely  abandon  all  fuch.  I  muft  now 
explain  to  you,  for  what  offence  a  Knight 
bars  a  right  to  quit  his  Lady,  without  ever 
pardoning. her,  whatever  may  be  her  re- 
pentance ;  for  infidelity  to  him,  and  bafe 
compliance  with  another.  This  crime 
A  a  4  can 
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can  never  be  waflied  away ;  for,  as  there 
is  nothing  more  important  to  women 
than  virtue^  fo  there  is  nothing  more 
odious  to  them  than  diftionour.  Women 
are  the  model  of  all  courtefy,  and  true 
love,  and  they  ought  to  be  infinitely  ref- 
pedled,  when  their  conduct  is  irreproach- 
able." 

The  remainder  of  this  piece  is  want- 
ing'. It  is  afferted  that  Vidal,  in  the  laft 
years  of  his  life,  was  more  poflefled  thaa 
ever  with  the  defire  of  pofleffing  the  em- 
pire of  the  Eaft,  and  made  a  fecond  voy- 
age for  that  purpofe.  He  died  in  1 229, 
two  years  after  his  return. 


BAR. 
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BARTHOLOMEW     GIORGI, 
AND    BONIFACE     CALVO. 

BARTHOLOMEW  GioRGi  was  a  gentle- 
man of  Venice,  and  one  of  his  fa- 
mily was  made  Doge  in  i3io.  The  no- 
ble Venetians  did  not  fcruple  to  enrich 
themfelves  by  merchandife,  and  they  went 
to  the  ports  of  the  Levant  to  carry  oa 
their  diflFerent  brancho.^  of  commerce.— 
Giorgi  affociated  with  fome  other  mer<« 
chants  in  an  enterprize  of  this  kind,  and 
embarked  for  Romania.  The  veflel  was 
attacked  in  the  night  by  Genoefe  pirates, 
who  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  and 
took  all  the  crew  prifoners. 

Genoa  and  Venice,  long  embroiled  ia 
a  fatal  rivalry^  maintained  at  this  time  a 
fierce  and  open  war.     The  fall  of  the 

Latin 
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Latin  empire  at  Conftantinople,  in  1262, 
was  the  caufe  of  this  war ;  the  Genoefe 
being  for  Michael  Palaeblogus,  and  the  Ve- 
netians againft  him.  The  latter  had  al- 
Hioft  always  the  advantage,  either  from 
the  fuperiority  of  their  forces,  or  the  in- 
teftine  diflenfions  of  their  enemies  j  for 
Genoa  was  a  theatre  of  difcord. 

While  Giorgi  languifhed  in  prifon, 
Boniface  Calvo,  a  noble  Genoefe,  and  a 
Troubadour,  who  had  fled  for  refuge  far 
from  his  country,  compofed  a  piece,  in 
which  he  equally  attacked  thefe  rival  peo- 
ple, 

"  I  DESIRE  neither  the  efleem,  nor  the 
love  of  the  wicked  Genoefe;  I  defpife 
their  friendihip  :  it  fuits  not  the  man  who 
is  a  friend  to  virtue.  Yet  I  am  grieved 
for  their  divifions.  If  tbey  chofe  peace, 
they  might  obtain  it;  for  their  power 
would  eafily  furmount  the  malice  of  their 
enemies.     Ah,   Genoefe  !   where  is   that 

valour 
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valour  fled,  which  you  formerly  fignalized 
againft  a  people,  who  now  fo  eclipfe  you 
by  their  exploits,  that  all  your  friends 
are  filled  with  confternation  ?  Ceafe  your 
difcords;  bethink  yourfelvee  in  time  of 
humbling  your  arrogant  rivals,,  and  put  a 
bridle  on  their  mouths.  They  brave  you^ 
becaufe  they  behold  you  difunited.  Your 
quarrels  are  now  arifen  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  one  or  the  other  muft  fall.  While 
they  attack  you,  you  attack  one  another ; 
and  the  viftor  derives  no  glory  from  his 
fuccefs  :  for  he  only  owes  it  to  your  dif- 
fenfions. 

**  As  you  do  not  think  of  revenging 
yourfelves  on  them,  they  will  revenge 
themfelves  on  you,  for  the  reproach  laid 
on  them  every  where,  that  thirty  Vene- 
tians would  not  dare  encounter  three  Ge- 
noefe :  and  know,  Venetians,  that  you 
have  great  need  to  have  God  on  your  fide 
againft  the  Genoefe.  But  €or  his  aid, 
they  would  have  made  many  rich  cap- 
tures. 
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tures,  which  you  would  have  feverely  re- 
gretted." 

This  piece,  in  which  the  honour  of 
Venice  was  (o  feverely  attacked,  inflamed 
the  patriotic  zeal  of  Giorgi,  and  he  be- 
came the  champion  of  his  countrymen 
againft  Calvo. 

**  I  am  aftoniflied  at  this  invedlive,  be- 
caufe  of  its  author  !  In  all  other  refpeds, 
he  has  a  right  to  my  (incere  efteem.  The 
m^n  who  poffeiTes  knowlege  and  merit, 
fliould  be  more  careful  than  others  of  what 
he  advances,  for  if  he  mi  flakes,  as  it  is 
not  for  want  of  judgment,  he  endangers 
his  reputation. 

"  If  Calvo  had  been  well  informed,  he 
would  never  have  acknowleged  that  the 
Venetians  had  the  advantage  over  the  Ge- 
noefe.  It  is  in  vain  he  attributes  this  to 
their  difcords.  They  have  conduced 
^hemfelves  fo  well  in  the  war,  that  their 

dif- 
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diffenfions  have  never  aflFcdled  their  ia- 
terefts,  nor  have  they  failed  in  aught  but 
courage  in  battle ;  for  they  were  always 
well  armedy  and  often  two  againft  one. 

**  If  Calvo  would  have  pafTed  for  a 
wife  man^  he  would  never  have  uttered 
fuch  inconfiftencies,  as  that  three  cowards 
were  fuperior  to  thirty  brave  men,  when 
it  is  well  known  that  a  fingle  veflel  of  the 
Venetians  took  three  of  the  Genoefe  vef- 
fels  prifoners, 

**  Venetians,  thofe  who  maintain  that 
the  Genoefe  have  fubdued  you,  are  igno- 
rant of  the  terrible  lofles  you  have  caufed 
them  to  fuflFer,  as  well  of  their  treafure, 
as  of  their  men. 

•*  Boniface  Calvo,  I  addrefs  this 
piece  to  you ;  and  I  pray  you  be  not  angry 
at  what  I  have  faid  :  you  ought  rather  to 
thank  me  for  having  faid  no  inore/' 

It 
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It   was  a  great  honour  to  both  thefc 
Troubadours,   that   they   became  friends 
after   this  paper   war.      Galvo   efteemed 
Giorgi,  for  having  had  the  courage,  while 
a  prifoner  among  the  Genoefe,  to  fupport 
againft  them  the  honour  of  Venice.     He 
owned  that  he  had  done  wrong  to  fpeak 
ill  of  the  Venetians,  and  he  made  excufes 
for  it  to  his  rival.     After  many  diftrcfles 
to  both  ftates,  from  the  continuance  of 
war,  Philip  King  of  France  exerted  his 
influence    to   procure   peace,  which    was 
cftabliftied  in  1270,  between   Genoa  and 
Venice;  and  Giorgi,  reftored  to  liberty, 
returned  to  his  own  country. — T  he  Morea 
belonged  to  the  Venetians,  ever  fince  the 
crufaders  had  taken  Conftantinople  from 
the  Greeks.     Giorgi  was  fent  thither  on 
fome  commiflion'from  the  Doge.    He  fell 
in  love  ^ith  a  noble  lady  of  that  country, 
and  there  ended  his  days.     Galvo,  during 
tHe  fadions  which  difturbed  his  country, 
retired  to  the  court  of  Alphonfb  X^  King 

of 
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of  Caftile,  and  attached  himfelf'to  his 
uiece,  celebrating  her  in  a  very  prophanc 
and  romantic  manner  oa  her  death. 

**  All  the  world,"  fays  he,  **  ought 
to  die  of  grief  for  her  lofs ;  and  if  I  die 
not,  it  is  becaufe  I  am  fo  accuflomed  to 
fuflFer,  that  I  live  upon  that  which  would 
kill  a  thoufand  others. — I  fow  tears,  and 
I  reap  forrow  !  Her  death  has  cut  fhort 
all  my  hopes  ! — I  pray  not  that  God  would 
receive  her  into  his  Paradife  ! — Paradife, 
without  her,  would  be  ill  furnifhed  with 
courtefy  ! — 1  lament  not  for  her,  but  for 
myfelf. — A  great  fool  is  he,  who  places 
his  heart  on  the  joys  of  this  world ;  and 
a  much  greater,  who  prides  himfelf  oa 
them  !"  To  add  to  Calvo's  afHidioris,  he 
was  expofed  to  the  jealoufy  of  Alphonfo's 
courtiers,  which  he  fpeaks  of  with  the 
ufual  bitternefs  of  thofe  who  feel  them- 
felves  much  aggrieved  ;  and  he  befeechea 
the  Princes  and  Nobles  to  encourage  truth 
and  virtue. 

Calvo 


368       TH^    HISTORY    OF 

Calvo  was,  however,  charged  with 
flattering  the  foibles  of  Alphonfo,  to  gaia 
his  affedion  The  latter  had  feveral  mif- 
treffes  and  natural  children.  Our  poet 
exhorts  hira,  in  one  of  his  pieces,  to  love ; 
but  he  probably  meant  a  more  refined  love 
than  Alphonfo  had  formerly  cultivated. 
What  he  fays  feems  clearly  to  prove  this. 

"  Joy  and  fong  are  dill  cheriflied  by 
the  protedion  of  King  Alphonfo. — With- 
out his  favour,  they  Vould  have  been  for- 
gotten and  loft. — If  Alphonfo  then  wiflies 
to  maintain  their  empire,  he  muft  not 
negled  Love  !  Love  ^  without  whbm  joy 
and  fong  would  ceafe  !  .  Love  invented 
fong  ;  the  employment  of  lovers  is  to  fing 
and  love! — nor  can  any  who  love  not, 
partake  of  their  joy  !  He  who  negleds 
love,  will  never  be  infpired  by  the  Mufe ! 
If  King  Alphonfo,  fo  renowned  for  good- 
nefs,  approves  my  lay,  can  he  refufe  to 
love  ? — and  will  he  not  defire  to  be  be- 
loved tenderly  for  his  fuperior  merit  ?— 

Though 
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.Though  now  far  diftant  from  that  tree, 
which  would  yield  him  the  rewards  of 
fuch  love>  let  him  not  be  deterred  from 
the  purfuit,  or  negleft  its  pltafant  fruits. 
He  may  yet  repair  the  lofles  he  has  faftain- 
ed  for  the  want  of  it.  But  I  mufl:  fay  no 
more ;  I  fear  the  quarrels  I  may  draw  on 
my  head." 

It  is  not  known  how  many  years  Bo- 
niface Calvo  furvived  the  King  of  Caftile, 
or  whether  he  frequented  the  courts  of 
other  princes.  It  is  only  recorded,  that 
Alphonfo  fent  him  to  the  Count  of  Pro- 
vence, who  married  him  to  a  Lady  of 
the  hoofe  of  Vintimiglia  j  and  that  the 
Monk  of  the  Golden  Ifles  introduces  Phi- 
lofophy  fpeaking  thus  of  this  Trouba- 
dour : 

**  I  DESIRE  all  thofe,  who  fliall  fee  the 

writings  of  Boniface  Calvo,   not  to  be  at 

the  pains  of  correding  them  ;   becaufe  I, 

Philofophy,  acknowlege  this  Boniface  fot 

B  b  -a  great 
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a  great  mafter  in  the  art  of  poetry :  and 
whoever  fhall  attempt  to  alter,  or  correfl: 
the  pieces  which  Calvo  has  written,  I 
pronounce  him  the  enemy  of  Philofophy, 
and  an  ignorant  and  prefumptuous  fool/' 

There  is  no  account  of  the  time  when 
Calvo  died. 


^^^)0iym)m^^ 


ARNAUD   DE   CARCASSES. 

THIS  Troubadour  is  only  known  by 
the  following  noveU 

•'  In  an  orchard,  inclofed  with  high 
walls,  where  the  foot  of  man  was  never 
fufFered  to  enter,  I  beheld  a  Lady,  who 
fatundcr  the  fhade  of  a  pine.  A  par- 
rot, who  had  travelled  from  far,  ilew 
towards  her,  and  addrefled  her  in  thefe 
words:  "  Heaven preferve you,  Madam. 

I  am 
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I  am  a  meflenger  to  you  from  the  mofl 
amiable  and  joyous  Knight  in  the  world, 
Antiphanor,  fon  of  the  King ;  he  falutes 
you  by  me,  and  conjures  you  to  give 
fome  relief  to  that  love,  with  which  you 
have  caufed  him  to  languifh." 

**  From  whence  come  you,  friend  ? 
You  are  very  bold,  methinks,  that  you 
dare  addrefs  me  in  fuch  language/' — *«  I 
am  aftoniflied,  on  my  part,  if  you  refill 
it,  and  love  not  from  your  heart  the  gal- 
lant Knight  I  fpeak  of."— "  Know,  fond 
bird,  that  I  love  the  moft  accompliftied 
man  in  the  world.'* — "  Who  is  he,  Ma- 
dam, I  befeech  you  ?"  •*  My  hufband, 
inquifitive  bird." 

**  There  is  no  reafon  you  fliould  love 
none  but  him,  or  that  becaufe  you  love 
him,  you  (hould  be  confined,  and  debar- 
red the  fight  of  all  others.  You  may 
love  him  in  public ;  but  in  fccret  you  may 
B  b  2  return 
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return   the    tendernefs    of    the    amiable 
Knight,  my  mafter.'* 

«*  Thou  taTkcft  finely.  It  is  a  pity» 
gay  parrot,  thou  art  not  a  Knight ;  thou 
wouldft  make  love  admirably.  But  tell 
me,  why  fhould  I  betray  the  faith  I  have 
fworn  ?*' 

«*  What  a  queftion.  Love,  to  h& 
furc,  18  very  fcrupulous  of  oaths ;  it  is- 
not  directed  by  inclination,  butby  juAIce». 
truly.    This  v^ould  be  fine  love  indeed  !'** 

The  libertine  parrot  perceiving  the 
Lady  fo  ready  to  give  ear,  continued  to 
plead  his  caufe  againft  the  facred  laws  of 
marriage,  and  enforced  it  with  numerous 
examples,  drawn  from  romances,  tbofe 
excellent  fources*  of  corruption.  The 
Lady  at  length  replied  :  **  Since  you  wilt 
have  it  fo,  parrot,  go  then,  and  tell  youc 
mafler,  that  I  will  love  him  conftantly. 
As  a  pledge  of  my  affedion,   take  this 

rixLg^ 
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ring,  and  this  girdle  of  golden  tiffue,  ami 
defire  him  to  accept  them  for  my  fake." 
The  parrot  departs  with  thefe  gifts,   and 
delivers  his  meflage,   word  for  word,  in 
the  manner  of  Homer.     After  which,  he 
concerted  with  Antiphanor  the  method  of 
introducing  him  to  the  Lady  ^  and  they 
-concluded  on  fetting  fire  to  the  roof  of 
the    houfc.       Infpired    with    this   lucky 
thought,  Antiphanor  and  the  parrot  fet 
out  for  the  caftle  together.     When  they 
approached  it,  the  parrot  flew  before  to 
inform  the  Lady  of  their  arrival  :   he  be- 
holds her  in  the  garden,  falutes  her,   and 
announces  his  mafter.     She  reprefents  to 
the  bird  the  impoflibility  of  feeing  him, 
the  garden-gates  being  locked,   and  fcn- 
tiiiels  on  guard  at  each  wall,  night  and 
^ay. 

"  You  cannot  contrive  it,  then ;"  faid 

the  bird  ;   "  but  I  can.     1  have  prepared 

ihe  means.     With  your  leave,  1  will  fet 

iire  to  the  belfrey,  and  the  tower  j  the 

B  b  3  whole 
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whole  houfe  will  run  thither  to  cxtinguifh 
it.  The  keys  may  cafily  be  taken  from 
under  the  pillow,  and  then' you  may  give 
entrance  to  Antiphanor ;  and  you  will 
have  fomc  time  to  convcrfe  together.'* 

«*  Nothing  could  be  better  contrived, 
parrot  j  fet  about  it  with  all  (peed,  and 
give  notice  to  Antiphanor," 

The  parrot  returns  to  his  matter, 
who  waited  for  him  near  the  end  of  the 
wall,  mod  gallantly  equipped,  **  You 
will  have  no  time  to  lofe,"  faid  the  par- 
rot; **  the  moment  you  hear  the  leaft 
noifc,  fly  inftantly  to  your  Lady." 

Antiphanor  then  gave  the  parrot 
fome  wild  fire,  in  an  iron  veflel ;  the 
parrot  takes  it  in  his  claw,  and  flies  di- 
redly  to  the  tower ;  the,  four  corners 
were  foon  in  flames,  and  the  cry  of  fire! 
fire !  rcfounds  through  the  houfe.    The 

keys 
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keys  were   taken  from  under  the*  pillow- 
by  the  parrot,  and  the  door  opened* 

**  The  Lady,  for  once  in  her  life  at 
liberty,  runs  to  meet  her  lover,  without 
afking  leave  of  any  one.  In  the  mean 
time  they  had  extinguiflied  the  fire  by 
the  help  of  vinegar,  and  the  parrot  was 
ready  to  die  for  fear,  lefl  his  mailer  fhould 
be  difcovered.  He  flies  with  ^11  hig 
might  to  give  him  this  information,  and 
befeeches  him  to  take  leave  of  his  mif^ 
trefs.  Antiphanor  obeyed  with  extreme 
regret ;  but  befought  the  Lady  to  inform 
him,  if  there  was  nothing  he  .could  do  to 
ferve  her. 

•*  1  RECOMMEND  to  you,  abovc  all 
things,*'  faid  (he,  tenderly  embracing  him, 
«*  to  fhew  your  love  for  me  by  your  va- 
lour." 

This  novel  was  made  by  Arnaud  de 

Carcafles,  for  the  love  he  bears  to  many 

B  b  4  Ladies, 
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Ladies,  to  corred  thofe  hufbands  who  arc 
fuch  fools  as  to  confine  their  wives.  Jt 
is  a  niuch  better  way  to  let  them  go  where 
they  pleafe.  The  only  fure  bond  of 
fafety,  and  of  virtue,  is  liberty. 


»X^;>«*5C>:0:CCC<)fiO^:<)80^^ 


RAIMOND    DE    MIRAVALS. 

RAlMOND  DE  MiRAVALS  WaS  a 
Knight  of  Carcaflbnne,  of  fraall 
fortune  ;  for  he  had  only  fifty  vaiTals  on  ' 
his  eftate.  'His  adventures  fhew  the  man- 
ners of  fome  perfons  in  this  age  ;  after 
which  he  ended  his  days  in  the  monaftefy 
of  Citteaux.  His  firft  paffion  was  for 
Louve  of  Penautier,  who  was  fo  cele- 
brated  by  Peter  Vidal.  She  flattered  him 
with  many  hopes  ;  but  {he  fecretly  loved 
the  Count  de  Foix  :  for  in  this  country  a 
woman  Joft  her  reputation,  who  attache4 

herfelf 
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hetfelf  to  a  noble  Lord  ;  fo  extremely  de- 
cried were  their  manners,  and  their  ho- 
nour. He  foon  perceived  her  indiffcr- 
encre,  and  fpeaks  of  hirafelf  as  being  fub* 
miffivc  to  her  will,  as  the  Spaniftx  pri- 
foners  to  the  Moors  their  maftfers  ** 

Weary  of  this  purfuit,  he  attached 
himfelf  to  the  miftrefs  of  the  Count  de 
Miner ve,  young,  handfome,  and  innocent ; 
who  had  never  deceived  any,  nor  had  ever 
been  deceived  herfelf.      The  intrigue  of 
Louve  with  the  Count  de  Foix,  coming 
to  light,  fhe  was  difhonoured.     Miravals 
appeared  to  defend  her ;  and  fhe,  charm- 
ed  with  his  zeal,  abandoned  herfelf  to 
his  will,    of  which  he  took  a  moft  dif- 
honeft  advantage,  and  vaunted  aloud,  that 
he  had  deceived  the  deceiver,  and  taken 
vengeance  of  her  crimes  :   but  foon  after 
he  received  the?  jufl:  pufiifliment  of  his 
villainy. 

.  *  The  latter  probably  employed  them  in  battle. 

A  Lady, 
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A  Lady,  whom  he  really  loved,  af- 

fedcd  to  return  it,  but  devoted  herfelf  fe* 

cretly  to  Peter  II.  King  of  Arragon  :  and 

the  widow  of  a  rich  citizen,   who  was 

fought  in  marriage  by  a  noble  Baron» 

feignc;^  to  attach  herfelf  to  Miravals,  and 

told  him   fhe  would  marry  him,  if  he 

would  repudiate  his  wife ;  for  fhe  heard 

be  was  married.    Our  poet  proniifed  he 

would  bring  about  this  divorce,  to  marry 

her;   and,  with  a  blind  confidence,  he 

baftened  to  execute  this  bafe  projed. 

His  wife  was  called  Gaudeiren9a. '  She 
had  a  talent  for  poetry,  and  this  was  his 
pretext  for  their  feparation.  When  he 
returned  to  his  cadle,  he  faid  to  hery 
*'  I  will  not  have  a  wife  who  can  make 
verfes ;  one  poet  is  enough  in  a  family.—^ 
Prepare  yourfelf  to  return  to  your  father  s 
boufe.  In  one  word,  I  will  have  you  no 
longer  for  my  wife.'* 
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GAUDEIREN9A  fecretly  loved  a  Knight^ 
called  Bremon,  who  loved  her,  and  was 
the  object  of  her  verfe.— She  afFedled  a 
forrowful  air^  and  replied,  that  (he  would 
inform  her  parents  and  friends  of  his 
ufage ;  but  (he  fent  immediate  notice  to 
Bremon,  promifing  to  marry  him,  and 
fhare  in  his  fortune.  Enchanted  with  this 
news,  he  came  diredly  with  his  Knights, 
and  difmounted  at  the  caftlp-gate.  The 
Lady,  informed  of  his  arrival,  told  Mira- 
vals  that  her  parents  and  friends  were 
come  to  fetch  her,  and  that  (he  would  go 
away  with  them.  The  hufband  and  the 
wife  were  now  at  the  fummit  of  their 
hopes,  and  the  pacquet  of  Gaudeirenya  was 
foon  ready.  Miravals  conduced  her  to 
the  gate,  where  he  found  Bremon,  and 
fhewed  him  much  civility.  The  Lady, 
juft  ready  to  mount  on  her  horfe,  defired 
Miravals,  fince  he  chofe  to  part  with  her, 
that  he  would  give  her  in  marriage  to 
Bremon.  He  confented  with  all  his  hearts 
Her  lover,  advancing  towards  her,  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  her  from  the  hand  of  Miravals,  put 
the  ring  on  her  finger,  and  brought  her 
home  with  him. 


The  Troubadour  then  went  in  hafte  to 
his  miftrefs,  and  told  her  he  had  perform- 
ed her  orders,  and  that  h^e  waited  the  ex- 
ecution of  her  promife.  **  It  is  well  done," 
faid  (he,  **  go  and  prepare  every  thing 
for  a  magniBcent  wedding,  and  return 
and  fetch  me  when  I  (hall  fend  you  word." 
Immediately  (he  fent  for  her  lover,  Oliver 
de  Sai(rac,  and  married  him  the  next  day, 
with  great  eclat,  before  a  multitude  of 
gucfts. 

At  this  news  Miravals  was  petrified 
with  aftoni(hment  and  grief,  and  was  two 
years  deprived  of  his  reafon.  When  he 
recovered  his  fenfes,  he  followed  the 
Counts  of  Touloufe  and  Foix  to  Arragon, 
whither  they  retired,  after  being  dilpof- 
feffed  of  their  kingdoms,  and  Miravals  of 
bis  eflate,  by  the  cruelty  of  Simon  Mont- 
fort 
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&rt,  and  the  excommunications   of  iht 
Pope.     One  of  the  pieces  of  Miravala,  19 
advice   to  a  jongleur,    what  Barons   he 
fhould  vifit,  and  what  gifts  he  (hould  ex- 
ped  from  each,  which  was  chiefly  horfei 
and  habits  ;  and  he  offers  him  a  piece  of 
his  compofing  to  take  with  him.     In  an- 
other, he  gives  this  good  advice  to  a  fer- 
jeant  called  Forniers,  who  wifhed  to  be- 
come a  jongleur :  **  Forniers,  I  am  told 
you  defire  inftruftion  of  me.     Since  God 
has  inclined  you  to  leave  the  cccupation 
of  a  foldier,  you  muft  firft  learn  the  man- 
ners in  ufe  among  civilized  people.     You 
muft  promife  the   Hofpitallers   and   the 
Monks,  that  you  will  never  pillage  their 
facred  houfes,  or  deftroy  the  produce  of 
their  fields ;  and  befides  this,  you  muft 
forget  a  great  number  of  other  fins  be- 
longing to  your  profeflion  ;  the  fhameful 
oaths  that  you  utter,  when  you  are  de- 
prived  of  your  laft  penny  at  the  gaming- 
table. All  thofe  horrid  blafphemies!  leave 
them  off,  my  friend,  for  fwearing  is  a 

grievous 
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griev&us  fin.  Whea  you  have  correded 
thefe  maaners^  you  may  then  go  to  the 
Lord  Raimond,  and  tell  him  you  have 
been  with  Azalais^  that  mod  amiable 
Lady^  who  gives  wit  to  the  fimple,  and 
reafon  to  the  fool,  and  deprives  the  wifeft 
and  moft  eloquent  of  both." 

The  Monk  of  Mantaudon  fays  of  Mi- 
ravals :  '^  He  compofes  good  pieces,  and 
gives  up  his  caftle  to  the  ufe  of  the  La- 
dies ;  for  he  does  not  pafs  one  year  in  it 
himfelf."  This  pleafantry  was  founded 
on  a  faying  of  Miravals,  "  that  he  held 
of  his  miftrefles  his  heart  and  his  caftle  in 
fee." 


BER^ 
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BERTRAND  of  MARSEILLES. 

BERTRAND  was  a  Gentleman  of 
Marfeilles.  In  his  youth  he  ap- 
peared (lupid  and  Infenfible^  but  the  fo- 
ciety  of  the  fair  fex  infpired  him  with  wit 
and  fentiment.  He  fell  in  love  with  a 
Lady  of  quality,  the  daughter  of  Bertrand 
of  Porcelet^  Lord  of  Ailes^  and  became  a 
poet  for  her  fake  -,  but  he  was  unfuccefs^ 
ful.  She  married  a  Gentleman  of  the 
houfe  of  Eiguieres,  and  the  Troubadour, 
in  defpair,  became  a  Monk  in  the  Abbey 
of  Montmajour.  The  Lady  of  Eiguieres 
dying  in  the  flower  of  her  age,  he  put 
this  epitaph  on  her  tomb, 

**  Weep,  virgins,  weep !  and  ye  ho- 
nourable wives,  who  are  in  the  fame  fruit- 
ful Hate  that  (he  was ;  for  the  fun  of 

your 
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your  honour  is  loft  ! — Ere  fhe  had  finiflh- 
ed  her  courfe  of  nature,  the  cloud  of  death 
hid  her  from  our  fight,  and  raifed  her 
to  the  feat  of  blefled  and  eloquent  fouls." 

In  one  of  his  fonnets,  Bertrand  deplores 
the  cruelty  of  his  miftrcfs* 

**  She  anfwered  me  not  a  word,  the 
other  day,  when  I  confefled  to  her  the  ar- 
dour of  my  flame  ! — My  heart  was  in  fo 
terrible  a  confuiion  at  her  filence,  that  it 
refembled  a  veflel  whofe  mafts  and  rudder 
were  torn  in  pieces  by  the  tempeft! — 
The  higher  the  dignity,  the  more  gene- 
roGty  is  (hewn  in  liftening  to  the  prayers 
of  the  humble !  I  truft,  therefore,  fhe 
will  not  be  inflexible,  notwithftanding 
the  difproportion  of  our  rank. — I  befeech 
her  to  put  my  aff'c^lion  to  the  proof,  for 
nothing  is  fo  delightful  as  fuch  trials  of 
love,,  where  the  fentiments  of  love  are 
jBUtual  1 — Love  confiders  neither  riches 
lior  honour  -,  but  difcretion;  gaiety,  fame, 

and 
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and  a  wife  mixture  of  reafon  and  pafFion. 
If  I  inherit  not  the  goods  of  fortune,  I 
am,  however,  rich  in  thefe  laft  treafures. 
What  have  I  not  fufFered  from  the  pains 
of  love  ?  yet  how  dear  have  been  its  re- 
wards ?,  When  guided  by  juflice,  love  is 
never  a  fin  !  Trjue  and  pure  love  extin- 
guifhes  all  bafe  and  covetous  difpofitions, 
gives  to  the  falfe  a  loyal  heart,  under- 
ftanding  to  the  fimple,  and  cures  fools  of 
their  folly.  If  I  have  any  worth,  if  I  am 
at  all  infpired  by  the  Mufe,  it  is  to  you. 
Madam,  and  to  love,  I  owe  my  felicity/' 

One  day,  finding  his  miftrefs  afleej), 
he  went  up' to  her,  and  kifTed  her  eyes. 
She  awoke,  and  broke  out  in  vicknt  re- 
proaches ;  nor  could  he  find  any  means 
to  pacify  her  :  on  which  he  fays,  "  Like 
a  man  who  has  found  in  his  field  a  cof- 
fer, which  he  believes  filled  with  gold, 
and  who  is  overwhelmed  with  confufion 
'when  he  finds  it  empty;  fo  was  I  tranf- 
ported  with  jt5y.  Madam,  believing  I  had 
C  c  found 
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found  in  you  a  heart  fall  of  fincerity  and 
benevolence !  but,  in  difcovering  the  con- 
trary of  this,  my  prefcnt  grief  is  equal 
to  my  former  delight.  I  (hall,  therefore, 
go  from  hence,  and  feek  a  Lady  of  true 
faith,  in  the  place  of  her  who  has  de- 
ceived  me,  and  of  whom  I  take  my  leave. 
It  is  but  juft  to  love  only  thofe  who  love 
us  ;  to  deceive  thofe  who  deceive  us ;  and 
to  play  the  fame  game  as  thofe  with  whom 
we  engage.'*  And  he  complains  of  his 
heart,  which  is  averfe  to  the  good  refa- 
lu^on  he  has  formed. 

**  Why,  O  my  heart,  doft  thou  caufe 
me  to  love  with  fo  much  paflion,  where 
my  homage  is  rejeded  ?  It  is  a  great  folly 
to  purfue  what  we  cannot  obtain.  But, 
alas!  my  bonds  are  too  ftrong  to  be 
broken  ! 

**  I  FEEL  that  nothing  in  the  world 
can  loofen  them  but  the  Lady  who  has 
made  me  her  captive ;  and  that  I  muft 
fubmit  to  the  yoke.** 

Tkb 
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The  two  laft  pieces  of  our  poet,  paints 
the  diforders  of  the  clergy,  who  go 
about,  fays  he,  every  where,  preaching 
what  is  good,  and  doing  all  the  evil  in 
their  power. 


cc 


Ah,  falfe  and  wicked  clergy !  trai- 
tors, liars,  perjurers,  thieves,  debauchers, 
mifcreants  !  every  day  ye  commit  fuch, 
and  fo  many  public  diforders,  that  the 
world  is  overwhelmed  with  confufion  !— 
St.  Peter  had  never  revenues,  caftles,  nor 
domains  ;  never  did  he  pronounce  inter- 
diflis,  or  excommunications,  but  he  held 
in  his  hands  the  balance  of  juflice.  As 
for  you  !  your  balance  is  gold  ;  and  your 
interdids  muft  be  fet  afide  by  filver  !  But 
think  not  that  I  cenfure  all  Ecclefiaftics ; 
there  are  fome  who  are  worthy  :  nor  be- 
lieve that  this  rcftridion  proceeds  from 
fear  of  any;  but  I  would  have  them  make 
peace  between  Kings ;  pafs  the  fea  the 
next  year,  with  the  Pope  at  their  head, 
and  rcilore  tranquillity  to  Chriftcndom. 
C  c  2  They 
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They  refufe  to  give  to  their  blefled  Lord 
their  rich  and  fplendid  habits,  and  their 
veffcls  of  filver,  and  of  gold.  —  May- 
Cod  exempt  them  from  evils,  as  they 
are  exempt  from  pride  and  ambition  I 
hs  they  have  no  ambition  for  the  pomps 
of  this  world,  and  no  relifh  for  its  pro- 
phane  vanities,  and  fatal  expences.  Alas  J 
fo  many  do  I  behold  who  have  no  merit 
but  their  wealth  !  who  marry  to  their 
nephev^s  the  offspring  they  have  gained 
by  ilKgal  commefce  ! — Others,  who  have 
no  portion  but  the  dower  of  hypocrify  ; 
and  who  amafs  incredible  riches  bv  a  falfe 
air  of  devotion,  that  I  cannt  t  bold  my 
peace.'* — And  among  thefe  a  Dean  of  the 
church  of  Marfeillcs  is  (litirized  in  the 
mod  violent  manner  by  our  Troubadour. 

Bv  thefe  mifcondudls  of  the  clergy, 
the  Albigenfes,  and  Vaudois'  upheld 
their  caufe,  increafed  their  influence,  and 
(hook  the  power  of  the  .facerdoial  empire. 

GUI 


THE   TROUBADOURS.     38? 

%Wf  ^V  VW  Svf  *n'  *V  N'>»  V^^^'**^  N^f  V»f  Vf  ^-' V  Vvf  V' V/    << 

.GUI     DE     CAVAILLON,    and 
CERTRAND    d'AVIGNON. 

TH  E  city  of  Cavalllon,  in  ,the 
county  of  Venailfon,  had  for- 
merly its  Vifcounts,  who  maintained  their 
authority  long  after  the  decline  of  the 
houfe  of  Arragon.  Gui  was  one  of  tliefe 
Vifcounts  ;  he  was  a  brave  and  courteous 
Knight,  nuich  beloved  by  the  fair  fex, 
and  Cilcemcd  by  all  the  world.  Ke  was 
attached  to  the  Countcfs  of  ProveiKc, 
and  addrcfi'cd  to  her  ihe  following  lines. 

**  The  exalted  merit  of  that  LsJv 
awes  me  to  filcnce,  and  prevents  my  ol- 
lering  her  my  vows  !  1  ill  I  have  done 
fome  glorious  deed,  that  may  defcrve  her 
notice,  1  cannot  have  the  courage  to  a^)- 
proach  her.  Aifiions  fliould  he  ihe  mci- 
icngers  of  the  heart ;  they  arc  the  ho- 
C  c  3  mage 
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mage  due  to  beauty  ;  they  arc  the  proofs 
cf  fdiihful  love." 

There  is  a  fmall  piece  of  Bertrand's, 
in  which  he  holds  this  fingular  dialogue 
with  his  cloak. 

**  Thou  haft  caufed  me  fo  much  fhame 
and  trouble,  that  I  blufh  for  thee !  I  would 
thou  hadft  been  burned,  I  have  incurred 
fuch  reproach  in  wearing  thee.  Thou 
haft  loft  me  the  good  graces  of  the  ami- 
able Donfava,  and  of  the  beautiful  Lady 
Galberge." 

*'  You  defpife  me,  and  fcoflF  at  me 
now/'  replied  the  cloak,  **  though  I  have 
defended  you  from  the  wintry  blafts,  and 
done  you  innumerable  other  fervices.  I 
am  grieved  if  the  amiable  Donfava  aban- 
dons you  on  my  account.  Much  rather 
would  I  in  wrap  and  flielter  you  both." 

For  this  happy  thought,  and  tender 
cxpreffion  of  good  will,  Gui  promifed 
his  cloak  he  would  dye  it  in  fcarlet. 

«    I  AM 
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*'  I  AM  ufed/'  faid  the  cloak,  **  to  hear 
your  fine  promifes  ;  but  I  do  not  depend 
on  the  performance  of  them." 

In  another  piece  Gui  fpeaks  of  the 
war  he  maintained  againft  the  French,  for 
the  Count  of  Touloufe.  And  he  tells 
Folcon,  a  defcendant  of  the  ancient  Counts 
of  Avignon,  to  whom  he  addrefles  it,  that 
he  is  befieged  in  Chateau-Neuf ;  that  he 
has  fought  againft  them  three  months : 
and  he  reproaches  Bertrand  of  Avignon 
with  having  quitted  his  poft  without  leave, 
and  invites  him  to  return.  Bertrand  re- 
plies, **  I  reproach  you,  in  my  turn,  for 
fubmitting  to  be  forced  by  a  bafe  Count 
in  Chateau-Neuf.  Ill  have  you  repaid  the 
fuccour  I  gave  you;  and  1  refer  to  Re- 
fortats,  if  you  are  (kilful  in  the  defence 
of  a  befieged  caftle.'* 

Gui  was  very  zealous  for  Raimond  VII. 

Count  of  Touloufe,   who  had  fcnt  him  as 

his  ambaffador  to  the  courts  of  France 

C  c  4  and 
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and  Rome,  to  treat  of  an  accommoda- 
tion. The  Count  obtained  abfolution, 
fays  Gui,  but  not  the  reftitution  of  his 
dominions.  William  VI.  of  Baux,  Prince 
of  Orange,  was  leagued  with  the  French 
againft  Ixaimond,  and  Gui  thus  writes 
a^ainll  him. 

**  The  valiant  vaflals  of  my  Lord  Rai- 
mond,  with  their  armed  deeds,  and  ban- 
ners, will  henceforward  conquer ;  and  I 
warn  the  chief  of  Courtefon  *,  though 
he  has  the  French  on  his  fide,  to  expedt 
no  terms  from  the  people  of  Avignon.— 
1  fhall  not  diffemble  my  joy  for  the  evil 
that  fliall  come  to  Baux  ;  with  reafon  may 
1  rejoice  !  for  they  deftroycd  one  of  my 
fiefs  ;  for  which  I  have  had  no  revenge. 
But  when  I  hold  the  dice,  they  fhall 
dearly  rue  their  conquefl.— Count  of  Tou- 
loufe,  if  you  are  ambitious  of  efteem,  be 
loyal,    generous,  and   magnificent;    give 

*   The  principal   city  of  Orange. 

nobly 
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nobly  to  flrangers,  and  to  friends ;  be  al- 
ways ready  to  grant,  and  unwilling  to  re- 
fufe.  Abafe  your  enemies,  arid  exalt 
your  friends. 

**  Our  half  Prince  William  of  Baux 
has  been  proclaimed  King  of  Vienne,  and 
even  crowned,  as  know  all  his  Barons. 
Go,  Bonnardon*,  go  .quickly,  and  warn 
him  not  to  leave  his  kingdom,  without 
he  provides  himfclf  with  brave  guards; 
for  he  is  fubjefl:  to  be  taken  prifoner." 

William's  tide  of  King  of  Aries  and 
Vienne,  was  only  nominal.  The  caution 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  which  Gui 
refers  to  as  neceflary,  is  explained  in  the 
life  of  William,  to  which  we  will,  there- 
fore, immediately  proceed,  as  there  are  no 
other  particulars  of  Gui  of  Cavaillon. 

*   A  jongleur. 


WIL- 
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WILLIAM     DE     BAUX, 
Prince     of     Orange. 

WIlliam  de  Baux  was  the  fon  of 
Bertrand  de  Baux,  and  became 
Prince  of  Orange,  in  right  of  his  mo- 
ther Tiburge,  Princefs  of  Orange,  who, 
in  1160,  married  Ermengarde  of  Sabran, 
arfalliance  worthy  of  his  illuftrlous  hbufc. 
She  held  her  principality  from  the  Earl- 
dom of  Venaiflbn,  which  the  Pope  had 
feized  from  the  Count  of  Touloufe.— 
William  made  ufe  of  this  circumftance  to 
free  himfelf  from  all  fubjedlion  ;  and,  in 
1214,  he  obtained  letters  patent  from  the 
Emperor  Frederick  II.  which  confirmed 
to  him  the  title  of  King  of  Aries  and 
Vienne,  though  it  did  not  belong  to  the 
empire  of  Germany  :  but  the  Imperial, 
as  well  as  Pontifical  court,  conferred  titles 

and 
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and  rights  they  never  poffeffed  them- 
felves ;  and  it  was  bccaufe  they  did  not 
poffefs  them,  they  conferred  them  on 
other*.  William,  from  that  time,  afFeft- 
cd  all  the  privileges  of  fovereignty,  and 
entitled  himfelf  Prince,  by  the  grace  of 
God.  His  fovereignty,  and  his  royalty, 
did  not  however  defend  him  from  two 
very  humbling  adventures,  which  drew 
upon  him  the  raillery  of  fome  daring 
Troubadours.  A  French  merchant,  who 
was  travelling  through  his  dominions, 
was  defpoiled  of  his  efFeds  by  William, 
who  confifcated  them 'to  his  own  ufe,  al- 
leging the  merchant  had  defrauded  him 
of  his  rights.  The  merchant  went  and 
complained  of  this  treatment  to  Philip 
Auguftus,  King  of  France.  The  King 
replied,  he  was  at  too  great  a  diftancc 
to  do  him  juftice ;  but  that  he  permitted 
him  to  revenge  himfelf  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  was  able.  This  anfwer  was  pro- 
bably not  ferious  ;  for  Orange  did  not 
depend  on  France,  and  its  Prince  was 

leagued 
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leagued  with  Philip,  at  this  time,  againft 
the  Albigenfes.  On  this  merchants  re- 
turn into  Provence,  he  contrived  a  very 
extraordinary  method  of  revenge.  He 
got  the  feal  of  the  French  King  counter- 
feited, and  wrote  in  his  name  a  letter  to 
the  Prince,  by  which  Philip  ordered  him 
to  come  to  his  court  immediately,  that  he 
might  receive  fome  great  honours  and  re- 
wards he  had  deflined  for  him. — Wil- 
liam, charmed  with  the  letter,  after  great 
preparations,  fcts  out  for  his  journey. 
Unfortunately  for  him,  the  town  in  which 
the  merchant  lived  was  in  his  road,  and 
he  flopped  there  to  refrefli  himfelf.  The 
merchant,  who  had  taken  his  meafures 
with  fuch  fecrefy,  that  he  had  not  given 
the  leaft  caufe  for  fufpicion,  had  the  Prince 
arretted,  with  all  his  train,  and  obliged 
him  to  repair  the  whole  damage  he  had 
fuftained. 

WiLLFAM,  too  late    informed  of  the 
trick  that  was  played  him,  returned  to  his 

domi- 
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dominions,  defpoiled  anddifgraced.  To 
underftand  this,  the  reader  will  obferve, 
that  in  this  age  there  was  no  reftraint  to 
licence  and  robbery ;  ftrength  and  power 
was  the  law  of  the  world ;  and  William, 
as  a  traveller,  became  the  fubjedl  of  his 
vaflal.  William  fuftained  alfo  another  af- 
front of  the  fame  nature.  Embroiled  with 
Aimard,  Count  of  Valentinois,  he  went 
into  his  territories,  infulted  the  Count 
with  reproachful  language,  and  pillaged 
one  of  his  provinces. — As  he  returned,  in 
his  paflage  on  the  Rhone,  fome  fifher- 
men,  the  fubjedls  of  Aimard,  flopped  him 
on  his  courfe,  and  obliged  him  to  pay  for 
his  ranfom.  Thefe  were  the  events  to 
which  Gui  of  Cavaillon  alluded,  when 
he  faid,  the  Prince  of  Orange  is  fubjedl  to 
be  taken  prifoner.  Gui  was  piqued 
againft  William,  and  therefore  reproached 
him ;  but  it  is  furprifing  Rambaud  de 
Vaqueiras  (hould  do  the  fame,  who  was 
at  the  court  of  tliis  Prince,  and  gene- 
roufly  entertained  by  him. — William  an- 

fwcrs 
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fwers    his  accufations  very   briefly  and 
poignantly. 

**  I  AM  much  furprifcd,  Rambaud,  to 
perceive  you  enraged  againft  me  ;  it  will 
foon  be  known  you  are  the  greateft  of  all 
great  fools  ! — Go  to  the  King  of  Barce- 
lona, the  King  of  Arragon,  to  oth6r  great 
Princes,  as  you  have  propofed ;  for  you 
love  money  better  than  the  poor  Ar* 
moriers." 

Vajqueiras  replied  to  him  under  a 
feigned  name. 

**  Ingles^  Aimard  of  Poitiers  has  taken 
fpeedy  vengeanqe  for  the  aflault  you  made 
on  his  province.  One  of  his  fifliermen 
feized  you,  as  a  pike  feizes  its  prey  ! — I 
do  not  fay  you  were  beaten,  except  by  the 
counterblow  of  the  King  of  France ;  nor 
that  he  delivered  you  up ;  but  that  you 
had  the  folly  to  give  credit  to  the  Yeal  of 
a  crafty  citizen.** 

William's 
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William's  atifwer  td  Gui  of  Cavailloa 
is  as  follows : 

"Render  your  Hon  tamer ;  he  is  too 
furious  ;-^and  if  he  had  devoured  us  all» 
you  would  have  been  no  gainer ! — Gui> 
you  was  well  advifed  when  you  fought 
peace  with  us,  and  when  you  furrendered 
yourfelf  a  prifoner ;  but  the  Count  haa 
taken  you  from  us,  and  your  ranfom  will 
now  be  dear  :  Friend  Gui  of  Cavaillon^ 
however  noble  and  eilimable  your  cha« 
radler  really  is,  be  more  moderate;  for 
fortune  changes  in  a  moment." 

William  de  Baux  too  fatally  proved 
this  truth.  He  was  the  vidim  of  his  ha- 
tred to  the  Albigenfes,  whofe  party  the 
city  of  Avignon  maintained  with  great 
violence.  The  people  of  Avignon  made 
him  prifoner  in  an  ambufcade^  flayed  him 
alive,  and  cut  his  body  into  pieces. 

Pope  Honorius  III.  difpatched  thun- 
dering briefs  to  exhort  the  crufadcrs  to 

punifh 
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ponifh  this  cruelty ;  and  it  was  one  of  the 
motives  that  induced  Lewis  VIII.  to  be- 
iiege  Avignon  in  1226. 

Several  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Baux,  eftablifhed  at  Naples,  have  poflfeflred 
the  firft  dignities  there,  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  crown  of  France ;  with  the 
duchies  of  Andria  and  of  Nardo,  the 
counties  of  Tricafli,  of  Caftro,  of  Ugento, 
of  Avelino,  and  of  Montefcaiolo.  In 
Provence  they  ftill  call  many  places  BauC- 
fenques  lands,  which  are  fiefs  that  belong- 
ed to  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Baux. 


WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM  DEFIGUEIRA,   and 
GERMONDA  DE  MONTPELLIER. 

WILLIAM  DE  FiGUEiRA  was  a  tav- 
lor's  fon,  at  Touloufe,  and  was 
bred   up  in  his  father's  trade.     Having 
been  a  fpedator  of  the  horrors  of  the 
crufade  againft  the   Albigeilfesi  and   the 
diftreffes  of  his  country,  he  retired  into 
Lonibardy,  and  became  a  jongleur.     An 
inveterate   enemy  of  the  great,  from   a 
hatred  of  their  tyranny,  he  would  never 
frequent  any  but  citizens  and  the  common 
people. — He  went   into   ale-houfes   and 
{hops,  and  houfes   of  ill   fame;   and  in 
thefe  places  vented  his  morofe  and  fatiric 
humour,  tearing  the  nobility  to  pieces  in 
his  compofitions,  and  placing  them   far 
below  the  populace  in  merit  and  genius. 
But,    above   all,    he   was   fevere  on   the 
D  d  clergy, 
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clergy,  and  the  court  of  Rome ;  and  their 
injuftice  and  corruption  drew  from  bim 
the  following  virulent  fatire. 

**  I  KNOW  I  (ball  be  cenfured  if  I  write 
againft  Rome^  that  iink  of  all  evil  j  but 
I  cannot  bold  my  peace. 

**  I  AM  not  aftoniflicd  the  world  lies  in 
wickednefs  !  It  is  you,  treacherous  Rome, 
who  have  fown  confufion  and  war  ! 

**  Your  avarice  blinds  your  eyes,  and 
you  ibear  too  clofe  the  wool  of  your 
fheep  1 

«  If  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  took  the 
form  of  man,  fball  liften  to  my  prayers, 
I  will  flop  thy  mouth,  O  Rome,  in  whom 
all  the  perfidy  of  the  Greeks  is  revived  ! 

'*  Rome,  thou  doft  exceed  the  bounds 
prefcribed  thee  by  heaven  ;  and  a  blind 
leaier  of  the  blind,  thou  draggeft  them 

into 
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into  the  pit !— Thou  abfolveft  fins  for 
money,  and  chargeil:  thyfelf  with  a  bur- 
then too  mighty,  for  tjiee  to  fuftain  !— , 
Know,  that  thy  bafe  trafFick,  and  thy  ob- 
flinate  folly,  have  caufed  thee,  to  lofe 
Damietta  *. 

*'  God  confound  thee,  Rome,  who 
reigneft  with  fo  much  wickednefs  !  Thy 
principles  are  evil,  and  thy  manners  trea^ 
cherous  ! 

"  It  is  by  the  baits  of  thy  delufive  par- 
dons thou  delivereft  up  the  French  nobi- 
lity to  perfecution  ' — Thou  didft  baniffi 
the  good  King  Lewis  from  Paris ;  and 
thou  waft  the  caufe  of  his  death  f  ! 

♦  The  imperious  bigotry  of  the  Legate  Pelage, 
who  would  never  confent  to  any  treaty  with  the 
crufaders,  loft  this  city,  which  wis  rcftorcd  to  the 
Sultan  of  Egypt.     . 

t  Pope  Honorius  engaged  this  Prince  to  go  and 
fccfiCge  Avignon,  where  he  died. 

D  d  2  «  Rome  ! 
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'*  Rome  !  thou  doft  little  hirm  to  tlie 
Saracens ;  but  thou  makeft  a  dreadful 
flaughter  of  the  Greeks  and  Latirts  ! 

•'  Thou  doft  cftablifti^hy  throfle  in  the 
bottomlefs  pit !  —  May  God  remember 
againft  thee  thy  pilgrimage  to  Avignon  ♦  ! 
May  he  never  forgive  thee  the  murders 
thou  committeft  there  ! 

**  Thou  takeft  the  crooked  road ;  and 
woe  be  unto  him  who  follows  thy  track  I 

"  Rome,  it  is  it  fport  to  thee  to  burn 
Chriftians  !— May  all  the  devils  carry  thee 
into  the  flames  of  hell ! 

*'  In  what  book  haft  thou  read,  that  it 
was  thy  duty  to  exterminate  Chriftians  ? 
Like  an  enraged  beaft,  thou  devoureft 
both  great  and  fmall ! — ^But  if  the  brave 
Count   Raimond    lives  only    two   years 

♦  The  cnterpiixc  againft  the  Albigenfes. 

longer. 
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longer,  he  will  make  France  repent  the 
abandoning  herfelf  to  thy  impoftures  ! 

**  Thy  crimes  arc  rifen  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  thou  defpifeil  God,  and  all  his  faints  ! 

**  Thy  tyranny  is  difcovercd ;  thy  in- 
juftice  to  Count  Raimond  is  known.— 
May  God  defend  and  affift  him  ;  may  he 
give  him  the  vidory  over  the  French ; 
may  he  flea  them  alive,  tear  them  in 
pieces  ;  and  may  he  make  a  bridge  of 
,  their  bodies,  as  he  is  hewing  them  down ! 

•*  Rome  !  I  comfort  myfelf  in  the  af- 
fu ranee  that  thy  power  will  decay,  and 
thou  wilt  foon  be  no  more ! 

*'  If  thy  dominion  is  not  dcftroyed,  the 
world  will  be  overthrown  ! 

^*  Rome  !  thy  crimes  arife  from   thy 

cardinals : — their  only  aim  is  to  fell  God 

and  his  friends, — Thy  paftors  arc  falfc, 

D  d  3  ^a 
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and  their  followers  are  mad  with  zeal  !— 
Thy  anathemas  are  of  as  little  value  as 
thy  pardons  ; — they  are  equally  fhameful 
and  vain  ! 

"  RoNf  E !  your  head  and  your  whole 
body  is  arraigned,  for  having  committed 
that  horrible  murder  at  Beziers  *  ! — Un- 
der the  covering  of  a  lamb,  with  an  air 
of  modefty  and  fimplicity,  you  are  in- 
wardly a  deluding  ferpent,  and  a  ravenous 
wolf! 

**  Thy  clergy  pafs  the  night  with  aban- 
doned women,  and  the  next  day  in  con- 
fecrating  the  body  of  our  Lord  I  — And  it 
is  a  mortal  herefy  to  aflert,  that  a  prieft 
oujrht  not  to  defile  himfelf  with  his  con- 
cubine,  when  he  is  about  to  prepare  the 
body  of  his  God  !  - 

"  If  you  cry  out  againft  thefe  diforders, 
you  are  excommunicated,  and  can  only 

•  See  Life  of  Ogicr,  p.  153,  &c. 

favc 
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feve  yourfelf  by  a  bribe. — Holy  Virgin  ! 
may  I  live  to  behold  the  day,  when  thefe 
wretches  (hall  no  longer  fioiirifh  !'* 

Among  the  champions  of  Rome,  who 
were  endlefs,  there  was  a  female  Trouba- 
dour, called  Gcrmonda.  Nothing  more 
of  her  18  known,  but  that  fhe  was  of 
Montpellier,  and  wrote  the  following  re* 
crimination  on  this  catholic  fatirift. 

**  I  CANNOT  endure  to  hear  fuch  cutting 
falfehoods  ! — they  wound  my  heart,  and 
I  fhall  vent  the  chagrin  with  which  I  am 
penetrated  ! — And  let  none  be  aftonifhed 
at  the  war  I  dcclaie  againft  this  prefump- 
tuous  impoftor,  who  calumniates  and  per- 
verts all  worthy  aftions, — May  God  liflen 
to  my  prayer,  and  may  all  thofe  who  op- 
pofe  the  laws  of  Rome  be  confounded  and 
deftroyed  ! 

«<  Rome  !  I  am  grieved  to  fee  you  thus 

pxpofed  to  the  arrows  of  the  wicked  ! — 

Dd4  It 
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It  is  to  the  f  .lly  of  fools  thou  oweft  thy 
lofs  of  Damietta — I  doubt  not  but  thou 
wilt  reclaim  all  France  to  the  way  of  fal- 
vation ! — They  are  viler  than  Saracens, 
thofe  miferable  heretics,  who  wilh  that 
the  Avignons,  inftead  of  going  to  para- 
dife,  fliould  be  doomed  to  the  flames  of 
hell ;  and  Pvome  has  overthrown  their 
wicked  hope ! 

^  '*  Rome  !  your  laws  ought  to  be  flridly 
adhered  to  for  ever  ! 

"  Rome!  this  impoftor  Ihews  by  his 
mad  and  injurious  difcourfe,  that  his  faith 
is  fufpicious,  and  that  he  is  on  the  fide  of 
the  Touloufians. — But  if  the  brave  Court 
Raimond  abandons  this  herefy,  every  ill 
will  be  repaired ! 

'*  Rome  !  may  the  Great  King,  the 
Lord  of  Juftice,  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
falfehoods  of  the  Touloufians  j  for  they 
tranfgrcfs  all  his  commands.     If  Count 

Raimond 
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Raimond  fides  with  them^  I  have  no  nx)re 
to  fay  ia  his  behalf. 

*'  Rome  !  I  truft  that  your  power,  and 
that  of  France,  the  enemy  of  all  evil,  will 
bring  to  an  end  pride  and  herefy.  Curfed 
be  thofe  heretics  who  dread  no  vice,  and 
believe  no  myftery. 

**  Rome  !  you  know  that  thofe  efcape 
with  difficulty  who  liften  to  them ;  they 
are  ambitious  to  be  hung  up,  or  burnt, 
for  their  bad  lives ;  4nd  they  fpread  their 
nets  fo  dcxteroufly,  that  all  are  intrapped 
by  them.  There  is  among  them  neither 
faith  nor  virtue.— -Whoever  would  be 
faved,  ought  to  take  the  crofs  inftantly  to 
deftroy  them. 

"  The  God  of  heaven  is  going  againfl 
thefe  rebels,  and  they  muft  be  indeed  loft 
to  fear,  who  would  venture  to  plead  their 

cauie  ! 

«•  Rome  ! 
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"  Rome  !  thofe  employ  themfelves  in 
vain,  vrho  difputc  againft  you  ;  and,  was 
the  Emperor  to  do  it,  he  would  difhonour 
his  crowa.  But  indulgence  is  eafily  ob- 
tained tor  thofe  who  confels  and  repent. 

«*  Rome  !  may  the  King  of  Glory, 
who,  by  the  pardon  he  granted  to  Mag- 
dalen, fills  us  with  hope,  may  he  bring 
to  that  torture  ordained  for  heretics,  the 
prefumptuous  fool,  who  has  uttered  fuch 
vile  falfehoods,  and  fuch  horrid  blafphc- 
mies. 

It  is  fingular  that  the  poet,  againft 
whom  this  invecHve  is  direded,  was  a 
zealous  advocate  for  the  crufaders,  which, 
as  well  as  his  addrcfs  to  the  Virgin,  proves 
he  was  a  Catholic. 

Germonda  breathes  the  fame  fpirit 
with  the  Inquifitor  Izarn,  in  the  life  be- 
fore given  of  this  Catholic  Prieft  f . 

"f  See  Life  cf  Izarn,  p.  i56,  &c. 
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The  following  paftoral  of  Figueiras 
will  be  a  more  intercfting  conclulion  of 
his  life,  than  fuch  bitter  anathemas,  which 
are  only  given  to  prove  the  bigotted  fpi- 
rit  of  thefe  times. 

Pastoral    of    Figueira. 

**  The  other  day,  as  I  was  riding  on 
my  palfrey,  the  weather  being  bright  and 
ferenc,  I  faw  before  me  a  young  and  beau- 
tiful fhepherdefs,  who  fung  thefe  words 
to  a  plaintive  and  tender  air. 

**  Alas  !  flie  who  has  loft  her  joy,  muft 
lead  a  life  of  woe  !" — I  turned  my  horfe 
immediately  to  the  bank  whereon  (he  fat; 
fhe  rofe ; — and,  blcfTings  be  for  ever  on 
her,  fweet  and  amiable  as  (lie  is !  flic  came 
toward  me  ;  I  indantly  difmounted  to  fa- 
lute  her  for  fuch  unmerited  bounty. 

**  Pretty  flicphcrdcfs,"  faid  I,  ''  will 
you  pleafc  to  teli  me  truly  the  fubjedt  of 

your 
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your  foQg;  for  I  fwear  to  you  1  never 
heard  any  fhepherdcfs  fing  fo  well." 


*•  My  Lord,  it  is  not  long  ago  fince  I 
had  at  my  devotion  that  young  ihepherd 
vrho  now  afflids  me :  but  now  he  has 
forfaken  me,  and  is  become  paffionately 
fond  of  another !  It  is  for  this  I  lament, 
and  I  fing  to  calm  the  grief,  which  will 
foon  deftroy  me." 

*'  Shepherdess,  I  will  tell  you  frank* 
ly,  that  the  iame  treafon  has  been  done 
me  by  a  deceiver,  whom  I  much  loved. 
She  alfo  has  the  injuftice  to  leave  me  for 
another,  whom  I  would  willingly  have 
killed  for  his  robbery.*' 

*^  It  depends  on  yourfelf,  my  Lord, 
to  revenge  the  villainy  of  that  falfe  Lady ; 
and  here  am  I  ready  to  affift  you.  If 
you  agree  to  it,  I  will  love  you  all  my 
life  J   and  we  will  change  into  joy  and 

pleafure 
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pleafure  the  mutual  wrongs  we  have  fuf- 
tained.'' 


^^  Frank  and  amiable  (hepherdefs,  if 
you  confent  to  this,  I  have  all  that  I  wifh 
and  defire.  You  fhall  fave  me  from  fhip- 
wreck,  and  conduA  me  to  the  port  of 
felicity. 

**  My  Lord,  your  love  has  fo  wrought 
on  my  heart,  that  I  no  longer  remem-> 
ber  the  woes  I  have  fuffered«  Your 
fweetnefs  has  diffipatcd  every  former  cha« 
grin." 


GUI 
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t 

GUI     D*  UISEL. 

GUI  was  the  Lord  of  Uifel,  a  good 
caftle  in  Limofin,  which  he  pof- 
fefTed  conjointly  with  his  two  brothers, 
Ebles  and  Peter ;  and  they  had,  befides 
this  caftle,  feveral  others.  A  coufin  of 
theirs,  named  Elias,  who  was  very  poor, 
fought  to  make  his  fortune  by  becoming 
a  jongleur;  and  thefe  brothers,  from 
views  of  glory,  affociated  themfelves  with 
him.  It  was  agreed  that  Peter,  who  was 
an  able  mufician,  fhould  (ing  the  compo- 
litions  of  Gui  and  Ebles  j  that  they 
fhould  never  feparate ;  and  that  Gui 
Ihould  receive  the  money  that  fhould  be 
gained,  and  diftributc  it  in  equal  propor- 
tions.    . 

Gui  had  been  bred  an  Ecclefiaftic,  and 
and  was  at  this  time  Canon  of  Erioude 

and 
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and  Montferrand  :  but  fuch  was  the  irre- 
gularity of  ecclefiaftical  manners,  that  he 
confidered  himfelf  at  liberty  to  follow  his 
inclinations.  He  therefore  went  into 
Provence  with  his  aflbciates ;  and  there 
he  fell  in  love  with  a  Lady  called  Nugidas 
of  Mondus,  niece  of  William  Count  of 
Montpellier,  and  coufin-german  to  the 
X^ueen  of  Arragon. 

Our  Troubadour  compofed  fonnets  ia 
her  praife,  which  gained  him  much  ho- 
nour. He  was  at  firft  rejedted,  but  he 
received  at  length  fome  encouragement.— 
One  day,  when  he  was  ardently  foliciting 
his  miftrefs  to  receive  the  homage  of  his 
heart :  "  You  are  a  man  of  honour,** 
replied  Madam  Mondus.  *•  Though  you 
are  a  clerk  *,  you  are  loved  and  efteemed; 
and  I  feel  fo  much  good  will  toward  you, 
that  I  cannot  defend  myfelf  from  your 
felicitations.     Tell  me,   would  you  wifli 

♦   Which  figniScd   a  fcholar, 

to 
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to  have  me  for  your  miflrefs,  or  your 
wife?  Confider  to  which  of  thefe  you 
give  the  preference.*' 

She  fought,  in  this,  to  prove  the  cha- 
n€ttr  of  her  lover,  who  doubtlefs  did  not 
acquaint  her  with  his  being  in  orders, 
£cclefiaftica  being  not  permitted  to  pnarry. 
Tranfported  with  joy  at  this  offer,  Gui 
confulted  his  coufin  Elias ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing dialogue  pafled  between  them  on 
this  fubjeA. 

G  u  u 

•«  Tell  me,  Elias,  a  fincere  lover, 
who  attaches  himfelf  iu  good  faith  to  ^s 
miftrefs,  ought  he  to  wifh  according  to 
the  juft  laws  of  love ;  and,  fuppofing  k 
is  left  to  his  choice,  to  become  the  lover 
rather  than  the  hufband  of  his  roifirefs  i 

Elias. 

"  I  HAVE  the  heart  of  a  loyal  lover, 
and  not  that  of  a  deceiver :   therefore  I 

hold 
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hold  it  to  be  a  much  greater  honour  to 
pofTefs  a  beautiful  and  amiable  woman  for 
life,  than  to  enjoy  her  for  a  year,  or  a 
fliort  time  only  ;  for  the  intrigues  of  love 
are  fubjedi  to  ceafe,  and  are  broken  off 
on  the  flighted  pretences.  r 

G  u   !•    ' 

*^  I  ESTEEM  that  above  all  things^ 
which  increafes  regard  ;  and  I  defpife  no- 
thing fo  much  as  that  which  contributes 
to  weaken  it.  A  miftrefs  endeavours  to 
be  every  day  more  pleafing ;  a  wife,  to 
be  every  day  lefs  fo.  A  lover  is  honoured 
for  his  love ;  a  hufband  ridiculed  for  his 
affcdion. 

E    L    I    A    S. 

**  If  you  are  the  lead  capable  of  feel- 
ing what  true  love  is,  you  muft  perceive 
the  abfurdity  you  have  juft  advanced.— 
A  lover  of  your  fort  feeks  only  his  own 
gratification,  and  has  no  care  for  the  ob- 
je<St  of  his  paffion.  For  my  part,  in  pre- 
ferring the  charms  which  bind  me  for  ever 
Ee  to 
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to  my  miftrefe,  I  prove  that  (he  is  dearer 
to  me  than  all  others  ;  and  that  I  would 
not  poflcfs  the  liberty  of  forfaking  her 
who  has  devoted  herfelf  to  me. 

G  u  I. 

"  I  AM  guilty  of  no  injury  in  avoid- 
ing this  union ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
from  the  excefs  of  my  love,  and  refped: 
for  my  miftrefs.  The  faith  of  a  lover  is 
more  honourable  than  that  of  a  huiband : 
for  the  (hame  of  inconflancy  is  his  bond  ; 
and,  if  he  fins  againft  love,  he  offenda 
all  the  laws  of  gallantry,  and  is  for  ever 
difiionoured^ 

£  L    I    A  s. 

"  I  SHOULD  look  upon  myfelf  to  be  a 
deceiver,  on  your  principles,  if  I  could 
poflefs  for  ever,  without  a  rival,  and  with- 
out a  matter,  the  objeft  of  my  love,  and 
yet  deGre  her  to  prefer  me  to  her  own: 
difgrace.  The  hufband  enjoys  his  affec- 
tion with  fafety  and  honour ;  the  lover 

pays 
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pays  dearly  for  his  felfifli  paffion  ;  and 
the  former  may  fay  to  him  with  truth, 
I  prefer  my  happy  flavery  to  your  unjuft' 
and  difhonourable  liberty." 

Gui,  fatally  for  himfelf,  purfued  the 
libertine  fentiments  he  had  maintained  in 
his  converfation  with  Elias,  and  proffered 
them  to  Madam  Mundus :  but  as  this 
Lady  was  not  difpofed  to  adopt  fuch  weak 
and  vifionary  reafoning,  or  to  accept  fuch 
fufpicious  love,  (he  was  extremely  of- 
fended ;  confidered  Gui  as  an  inconftant 
libertine;  difmifled  him  immediately  from 
her  prefence,  and  foon  after  married  a 
Knight  of  Catalonia. 

Gui  was  exceedingly  mortified.  He 
wrote  a  fevere  fonnet  on  the  cruelty  of 
his  miftrefs,  and  on  love  itfelf.  The  fol- 
lowing lines  of  which  are  alone  worthy 
notice. 

**  From  the  inconftancy  of  my  miftrefs 

I  reap   a  great  advantage ;   for  (he  has 

E  e  2  taught 
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taught  me  how  to  change.  Her  folly  has 
altered  my  ideas»  as  fwiftly  as  time  will 
efface  her  attradioDS- 

*'  Love  is  the  reverfe  of  all  other  paf- 
iions  :  the  more  it  is  known,  the  lefs  doth 
it  profit.  Alas,  love  is  a  great  folly  !  I 
have  experienced  its  miferies,  and  yet  I 
cannot  live  a  day  without  it. — Love  is  fo 
degenerated  in  women,  that  they  engage 
in  it  without  any  thought :  they  love  by 
chance ;  take  a  friend  from  humour^  and> 
as  to  their  lovers,  they  change  them  as 
often  as  their  cloaths  :  and  what  is  worfe 
ftill,  they  take  a  hufband  on  no  better 
foundation  than  pique  and  levenge. — I- 
will  add  no  more  concerning  them ;  he 
who  reprehends  with  moderation,  will 
fucceed  the  beft  in  correflion. 

"  Ah !  if  love  was  now  as  rn  former 
times,  no  joy  would  be  comparable  !  It 
would  banifh  every  care^  every  agitation 
of  which  it  was  not  the  fource  >  and  its 

owa 
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own  anxieties  would  be  relieved  and  re- 
warded by  a  thoufand  foft  and  tender  dcr 
lights.  Love  breathes  nothing  but  ge- 
nerofity,  courtefy,  and  tendernefs  All 
that  tends  to  falfehood,  referve,  and  cold- 
nefs  he  rejeds  with  contempt." 

A  PROFOUND  melancholy,  either  the 
efFed  of  an  unfortunate  paflion,  or  of 
mortified  pride,  filenced  the  talents  of 
Gui;  he  renounced  love  and  poetry.  The 
Knights,  and  the  Ladies  were  grieved  at 
his  fituation  ;  above  all.  Madam  Mary  of 
Ventadour  :  and,  that  (he  might  draw 
him  out  of  his  languid  ftate,  (he  propofed 
to  him  the  following  queftion,  which  is 
related  as  follows,  in  the  manner  of  a 
dialogue. 

Mary    of    Ventadour. 

"   Gui   d'Uisel,  lam  concerned  at 

your  (late ;   I  grieve  that  you  no  longer 

fing.    For  my  fake  refume  your  lays,  and 

anfwer  me  the  following  queftion  j  it  is 

E  e  3  well 
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weir  fuited  to  your  ability.  Ought  a 
Lady,  according  to  the  laws  of  love,  to 
fiiew  as  much  attentioa  to  her  lover,  as 
her  lover  to  her  ? 

G  u   I. 

*^  Madam  Mary,  I  had  determined 
never  more  to  write,  or  fing;  but  I  cannot 
refift  your  amiable  invitation.  I  anfwer, 
therefore,  tlfat  a  Lady  ought  to  {how  as 
much  attention  to  her  lover,  as  her  lover 
to  her.  Between  friends,  all  things  fhould 
be  equal. 

Mary. 

«*  Yet  it  is  the  duty  of  a  lover  to  afk 
humbly  what  he  wiflies;  and  the  right  of 
his  miftrefs  to  command  what  flie  defires. 
The  lover,  according  to  the  laws  of  gal- 
lantry, ought  to  execute  her  orders  as 
thofe  of  a  fovereign  ;  but  fhc  is  only  ob- 
liged to  treat  him  with  regard,  not  with 
the  refpefl  and  fubmiffion  due  to  a  Lord 
and  a  Mafter. 

Gu  !• 
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G   V   I. 

"  If  a  Lady  refufes  to  confider  her 
lover  as  her  equal,  (he  is  guilty  of  wrong ; 
for  in  fuch  an  union  two  hearts  become 
one.  Either  you  muft  agree  with  me, 
that  it  would  be  a  difhonour  to  a  Lady, 
for  her  lover  to  be  more  tender  and  faith- 
ful than  herfelf,  or  that  they  are  equal ; 
and  that  if  the  lover  yields  the  fuperiority 
to  his  miftrefs,  it  is  from  mere  polite- 

Though  thefe  were  the  fentiments  of 
Gui  on  this  fubjeft,  yet  he  celebrates, 
with  the  moft  tender  and  profound  ho- 
mage, the  Countefs  of  Montfcrrand,  and 
rhe  Vifcountefs  of  Aubuflbn  ;  and  was 
ardently  attached  to  them  both.  Of  one 
of  thefe  Ladies  he  thus  fpeaks,  which 
well  exprefles  the  anxiety  of  his  love : 
*^  The  more  obliging  her  expreflions,  the 
more  intimidated  are  my  feelings.  I  feign 
'  a  thoufand  pretexts  to  behold  her ;  but 
Jove  alone  is  the  caufe.  If  I  loved  lefs,  I 
E  e  4  fiiould 
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fhouM  not  fear  f  >  much ;  but  where  love 
is  ftrong,  expreifi  >n  is  ueak.  It  is  my 
glory  to  fpeak  of  my  flame  to  others ; 
but  my  love  overwhelms  me  when  I  am 
before  her,  and  I  cannot  fpeak  in  her 
prcfencc." 

There  are  uo  other  particulars  of  the 
life  of  Gui,  but  that  a  Legate  of  the 
Pope,  who  came  into  that  country,  ob- 
liged Gui  to  make  a  vow,  that  he  would 
renounce  poety.  The  reafon  afligned  for 
this  iSp  that  in  fome  of  his  writings  which 
do  not  appear,  he  had  attacked .  the  ty- 
ranny of  Princes,  and  the  abufe  of  Pon- 
tifical authority.  On  this  the  brothers  re- 
turned home,  with  much  wealth,  which 
they  had  amafied  in  the  courts  they  had 
vifited. — A  writer  afferts,  that  notwith- 
flanding  the  vow  Gui  had  made,  he  con- 
tinued his  invedives  againft  tyranny  ; 
and  that  he  died  of  anxiety  and  grief  in 
1230,  to  which  the  account  of  him  here 

given. 
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given,  plainly  (hows  he  was  a  prey  during 
his  life :  but  the  particular  caufe  of  his 
death  is  not  mentioned. 
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THE  MONK  OF  MONTAUDON. 

THE  Monk  of  Montaudon  was 
born  of  a  noble  family  of  Au- 
vergne,  in  the  caftle  of  Vic,  and  he  took 
on  him  the  profeffion  of  a  Monk,  in  the 
abbey  of  Orlac,  which  was  near  this 
caftle.  The  Abbe  gave  him  the  priory 
of  Montaudon.  Thefe  priories  were  ori- 
ginally houfes  dependent  on  fome  abbey, 
where  a  certain  number  of  religious  were 
eftablifhed,  to  perform  the  ofEces,  and  ad- 
minifter  the  charity  of  thefe  foundational 
In  procefs  of  time  they  became  benefices^ 
much  fought  after,  and  pcflefled  temporal 
advantages,  which  raifed  the  jealoufy  of 
their  fuperiors. 

The 
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Having  obtained  his  requeft,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  palace  of  the  King  of  Arra- 
gon,  who  commanded  him  to  eat  meat, 
to  compofe,  and  to  fing  gallant  poems  : 
he  obeyed.  His  talents  rendered  him  fo 
agreeable  to  this  Prince,  that  he  beftowed 
on  him  the  Lordfhip  of  Pui-Saint- Marie. 
From  hence  he  travelled  into  Spain,  where 
he  continued  many  years,  and  received 
many  honours  and  rewards.  His  gallant 
poems  are  only  repetitions  of  the  fervour 
and  diftindions  of  love;  but  in  fomc 
other  pieces  he  paints  his  own  charader 
and  feelings,  and  thofe  of  others,  with 
ingenuity  and  freedom. 

"  I  LOVE,"  fays  he,  **  a  court  filled  with 
perfons  of  worth ;  a  man  who  is  alhamed 
of,  and  repents  of  his  fins ;  joy,  good 
cheer,   and  handfome  prefents. 

**  I  LOVE  fine  fat  falmons  at  noon  ♦; 
an  amiable  miftrefs  by  the  fide  of  a  purl- 

^  The  canonical  hour  of  dinner. 

ing 
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*^  I  HATE  a  large  table,  and  a  fcanty  ^ 
cloth ;  a  man  who  marries  his  concubine ; 
and  a  woman  who  efpoufes  her  valet. 

^^  But  above  them  all  do  I  hate  a  Baron 
who  rides  his  horfes  to  death ;  and  a  friend 
who  fails  In  the  time  of  need." 

Another  piece  of  this  poet's  is  as  Hn* 
gular  as  the  former. 

**  The;  other  day  I  went  up  to  heaven 
to  fpeak  to  St.  Michael,  who  had  fent  for 
me,  and  there  I  heard  a  complaint  which 
pleafed  me  much ;  attend,  and  ye  fhall 
hear  it. — St.  Julien  advanced  toward  God, 
and  fald,  O  God,  I  make  my  lamenta- 
tion to  you,  for  having  been  forcibly  dif<» 
poflefled  of  my  fief :  for  whoever  defired 
fuccefs  in  any  matter  formerly,  prayed  to 
me  in  the  morning  to  be  favourable  unto 
him ;  but  to  the  wicked  Lords,  who 
live  on  earth  at  prefent,  I  know  not  what 
counfel  to  give.     They  have  fo  defpoiled 

me 
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me  of  my  authority,  that  no  prayers  are 
now  made  to  me,  either  morning  or 
night;  and  they  even  let  thofe  depart  fart- 
ing, whom  they  have  received  into  their 
houfes.  This  is  a  fcandal  for  me. — I  do 
not  complain  fo  much  of  the  Touloufians, 
the  Carcaffonnes,  and  the  Albigenfes,  as 
of  others*  I  preferve  my  rights  alfo  in 
Catalonia,  and  am  beloved  and  cheriflied 
there ;  and  I  am  equally  regarded  in  Li- 
'mofin  and  Perigord,  though  they  fuffer 
much  from  the  King  and  their  Count. — In 
Auvergne  you  may  find  hofpitality  without 
the  appearance ;  and  good  cheer  without 
invitation  ;  for  they  know  not  how  to  be 
obliging,  nor  poflefs  any  of  thofe  grace- 
ful and  touching  manners  which  are  the 
delight  of  life  :  yet  they  are  not  forry  to 
receive  you.  I  have  alfo  feme  rights  in 
Provence  :  but  the  Gafcons  and  Proven - 
9als  are  neither  to  be  praifed  nor  blamed. 

**  Never  will  I  complain  of  the  Vi- 
varais.      If    a   ftranger  is   prefTed    with 

hunger. 
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hunger,  or  drought,  they  are  out  of 
breath  till  they  have  furnilhed  him  with 
all  he  needs." 

It  was  thus,  in  the  perfon  of  St.  Ju- 
lien,  our  poet  charaderized  the  Provinces, 
and  recommended  that  hofpitality  which 
was  the  great  refource  of  travellers  in  this 
age ;  and  by  the  degree  of  which  the 
difpofitions  of  the  great  Lords  were 
judged. — The  Monk  of  Montaudon  thus 
proceeds. 

**  When  all  thefe  complaints  were 
ended,  there  arofe  another  procefs  which 
difpleafed  and  difconcerted  many, 

^^  The  Ladies  and  the  Monks  difputed 
with  violence,  and  each  party  pleaded 
their  caufe  in  form. 

**  The  Monks  faid,  all  is  loft.  Ladies, 
and  we  are  undone.  You  wrong  us  cruel- 
ly,  in  thus  wrefting  our  pictures  from 

us ! 
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us  !  It  is  a  grievous  (in  to  paint  and  diA 
guife  yourfelves  in  this  manner ;  for  ne- 
ver was  painting  invented  but  for  our  ufe  ; 
and  you  lay  it  on  fo  thick,  that  you 
eclipfe  the  images  fufpended  in  our 
chapels. 

^^  To  this  the  Ladies  replied :  Paint- 
ing was  given  to  us  long  before  the  in- 
vention of  the  Ex  Vote  for  the  fuperior 
and  the  inferior  Monks*  I  take  nothing 
from  you,  faid  an  old  Iiady»  in  painting 
the  wrinkles  underneath  my  eyes,  and 
in  concealing  them  fo  welU  that  I  can  ftill 
exert  my  power  over  thofe  who  doat  on 
my  perfon. 

"  God  faid  to  the  Monks,  If  you  think 
it  will  be  of  ufe,  I  will  give  thofe  wo- 
men, who  are  under  twenty-five,  twenty 
years  to  paint  themfelves  j  and  I  will  al- 
low you  to  be  ftill  more  generous, — grant 
them  thirty. 

«  The 
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"  The  Monks  replied.  We  cannot 
comply  with  this  'out  of  complaifance  to 
you  ;  we  will  give  them  ten  :  but  be  af- 
fured,  after  this  perrod,  we  will  oblige 
them  to  let  us  poflefs  our  privileges  in 
peace. 

*^  Then  came  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Law- 
rence,  and  made  a  good  and  firm  peace 
between  the  contending  parties,  on  thefe 
terms,  to  which  each  fwore  a  faithful  ob- 
fervation,  that  five  years  was  to  be  taken 
from  the  twenty,  and  added  to  the  ten. 
Thus  was  the  procefs  ended,  and  the  par- 
ties reftored  to  peace. 

**  But  1  perceive  the  oa^h  is  violated, 
they  keep  not  their  promife ;  they  a£t  a 
difhoneft  part.  They  ftill  put  on  fo  much 
white  and  red,  that  never  was  more  daub- 
ing at  thofe  (brines  where  the  greateft 
offerings  are  made. 

**  They  mix  with  mercury  a  quantity 

of  drugs,  to  make  this  paint ;  and  they 

Ff  ufe 
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faffroQ  *,  for  which  thej  have  fo  ardent  a 
defire." 


In  this  extravagant  manner  the  Monk 
of  Montaudon  finilhes  St.  julien's  dif- 
courfe  with  God.  In  thefe  times  it  was 
by  many  confidered  as  a  mark  of  devo-- 
tion,  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  with  fuch 
indecent  familiarity  toward  their  Maker  : 
but  it  was  probably  more  frequently  done 
as  a  covering  to  ridicule  fuperdition. 

There  is  another  piece  of  this  Trou- 
badour,  which  is  a  grofs  fatire  on  all  the 
other  Troubadours ;  and  as  it  is  only  an 
imitation  of  Peter  d'Auvergne,  and  the 
fubjed  is  very  indifferently  handled,  I 
here  forbore  to  infert  it. 

The  Monk  of  Montaudon  having  fully 
fatisfied  his  curiofity  in  travelling,  and 
vifited  many  Princes  and  great  Barons, 

*  Saffron  was  iti  great  ufe  in  cookery,  and 
efleenied   a  great  delicacy  in  this  age, 

F  f  2  retired 
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gain  money  of  the  people.     With  fome 
Lords,  and  on  fome  occafion«,  the  citi- 
zens therefore  enjoyed  great   privileges  5 
and  there  was  even  an  a£t  pafled  in  the 
year  11 85,  by  which  Roger  II.  Vifcount 
of  Befiers,  granted  to  every  citizen,  who 
fhould  fettle  in  his  city,  entire  freedom 
and  independence.     The  confequence  of 
this   was,  that  the  pride  of  the  citizens 
equalled,  if  not  exceeded,  that  of  the  no- 
bles ;  of  which  there  was  a  dreadful  proof 
in  the  aflaflination  of  Count  Trancavel, 
given  in  the  lift  of  Ogier.    Liberty  be- 
coming thus  licentious,  was  foon  checked 
by  royal  power ;  and   the  Vifcounty  of 
Befiers  was   re-united  to   the   crown    of 
France,  under  the  reign  of  Lewis  VIII. 

Raimond  was  niuch  attached  to  the 
Kings  of  France.  He  wrote  an  elegy  on 
the  death  of  Saint  Lewis,  and  exhorts  the 
Chriftians  to  revenge  themfdves  on  the 
Turks.  He  reph-oaches  the'  clergy  with 
V  f  3  their 
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alfo  Lords  and  rich  citizens,  who  change 
their  habits  every  month  ;  but  the  poor 
are  not  the  warmer." 


)sO«sOJGsOs0808080s^^^ 


AMANIEU   DES    ESCAS. 

THE  life  of  this  Troubadour  is  not 
given,  only  his  writings.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  lived  at  the  end  of  the  thir- 
teenth century,  in  the  reign  of  James  II. 
King  of  Arragon ;  and  that  he  was  by 
birth  a  Catalonian. 

One  of  his  pieces  is  an  addrefs  to  a 
Lady,  and  is  interwoven  with  proverbs 
almoft  in  every  line,  according  to  the 
Spanifli  tafte  of  writing. 

"  You  cannot  know  how  much  I  love 

you,  if  I  do  not  declare  it.     *'  The  kifs 

cannot  be  known,  which  is  given  to  a 

F  f  4  pcrfon 
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*«  You  will  find  many  other  lovers, 
richer  and  handfomer  than  lam.  '^  All 
that  fliioes  is  not  gold."— Some  will  fmile,.. 
and  addrefs  you  kindly,  who  only  defire 
your  mifery.  "  We  often  think  we  have^ 
a  real,  when  w«  find  our£blye$  pofTefled. 
of  but  half  a  friend."— Be  not  difpleafed 
if  I  tell  you,  tliat  a  faithful  friend  is  a 
treafure  above  filver  and  gold ;  and  that 
in  diftrefs  a  friend  is  a  fure  defence.  Suck 
is  the  friend  you  will  find  in  me  :  if  you 
treat  me  il\|  it  will  be  your  owii  puniih*' 
ment. 

♦'  When  they  Ihall  enquire  abroad.  Is 
there  any  news  ?  Yes,  they  will  reply, 
Aaranieu  des  Efcas  is  dying  for  love.  To 
which  they  will  not  fail  to  anfwer,  Curfed 
be  fhe,  who  is  thus  without  mercy!-*-* 
Your  rigour  reminds  me  of  the  proverb, 
^  Let  him  who  would  have  friends,  keep 
clear  of  neceffity.'' — You  behold  me  pc* 
rifh,  without  deigning  to  fave  my  life; 

and 
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<«  My  young  friend,"  I  replied,  **  I  will 
do  it  willingly,  though  you  have  ten  times 
the  wit  that  I  have;  but  the  more  folid. 
the  underftanding,  the  more  apt  we  are  to 
afk  advice. 

"  In  the  firft  place,  I  advife  you  al- 
ways to  rife  fo  early,   that  when  your 
Lady  calls  you,  (he  may  find  you  ready 
drefled,    and  perfedly  adjufted.     Before 
you  lace  yourfelf,  wafli  your  hands,  your 
arms,  and  your   face:    that  being  done, 
my  dear  friend,  lace  yourfelf  very  tight. ' 
Never  let  your  nails  be  fo  long,  that  dirt 
is  perceived.    Be  particularly  careful  that 
your  head  is  neat :  what  is  the  mod  feen, 
ought  to  be  the  mod  attended  to.    Clean 
your  teeth  every  morning,   and  obferve 
that   every  thing   about  your  perfon   is 
agreeable.     When  you   have  done  this, 
prepare  every  thing  for  your  Lady,  that 
(he  may  not  wait ;  but  never  go  into  her 
apartment  till  her  hufband  comes  out  of 
it,  unlefs  (he  happens  to  call  you« 

"  After 
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take  of  what  is  fet  before  them.  Never- 
thelefs,  if  you  judge  they  prefer  any  diih, 
oflFer  that  to  them.  Carve  for  the  guefts  ; 
they  will  fail  in  courtefy  and  benevolence 
if  they  do  not  affift  you  herein. 

"  After  the  rcpaft,  when  your  Lady 
has  waihed  her  hands,  waih  yours  alio ; 
for  nothing  is  fo  wholefome  as  to  wa& 
after  eating.    Take  company  with  you^ 
when  you  go  afide  to  do  this,  that  jew 
may  not  be  misjudged.     Then  take  your 
place  below  your  Lady,  and  always,  if 
poffible,  leave  two  feats  between  her  aikfi 
yourfelf. — Never  ufe  yourfelf  to  give  un- 
civil anfwecs  to  tho&  who  feeic  yiauf  tove. 
Every  one  (hould  be  tieated  with:  polite*-^ 
nefs,  and  you  (hould  gain  no  enemies. 
There  are  a  huodFcd  methods  of  getting 
rid  of  trou^lefome   people^  wiihouji.  aff« 
fronting  them^or  wroagiag  your&lf.   Let 
lieither  beauty  nor  riches  regulate  your 
choice  in  love ;  for  the  more  beauty*  or 
the  greater  weahh,  the  lefa  fafe  yoa  are« 

if 
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round  a  bright  and  warm  fire,  and  in 
apartments  well  covered  with  mats.  Af- 
ter having  drank  red  wines  and  claret,  we 
rofe  from  table;  when*  a  young  man  ap- 
proaching me,  faid,  *'  My  Lord,  you  arc 
perfedlly  verfed  in  the  art  of  love;  in- 
ftrud  me  how  I  may  be  well  received,  and 
beloved  of  all  the  world." 

*'  I  ANSWERED  him,  Friend,  I  wifli  I  had 

all   the  knowlege  you   attribute  to  me; 

but  flattery  will  not  raife  my  reputation, 

nor  your  judgment ;  and,  however  true 

the  praifc  may  be,  a  man  always  rifks 

fomething  by  obtaining  it,  with  envious 

and  cenforious  minds.     Let  your  pictures 

of  men  be  always  fo  coloured,  that  their 

refemblance   may   be  clearly  known.     I 

will  fay  no  more  to  convince  you ;  you 

have  over-rated  my  judgment,  but,  fuch 

as  it  is,  you  are  welcome  to  it;  and  I 

have  had  occafion  to  make  much  obferva- 

tion  both  of  men  and  things. 

"  I  EXHORT 
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Jt  is  merited.  Be  true  and  faithful  to  the 
fecrftts  of  yoiir  miftrefs,  and  never  make  i 
parade  of  her  indulgence ;  if  you  do,  you 
Tvill  certainly  lofe  her  love. 

^  Courts  are  the  beft  fchools  for  iiiafi- 
rners;  the  wife  are  perfected  there,: and 
thei?veak  become  fkilful  in  converfation. 
Attach  youirfelf  to  a  noble  and  magnifi-^ 
cent  Lord,  and  be  ever  attentive  to  his 
minuteft  orders  t'  do  all  you  caij  to  pleafe 
him,  but  without  encouraging  his*  fbiblesv 
Be  never  envious  or  jealbus  of  any  whcl' 
furroundj  or  to  whom  he  ii '  attached  j" 
this  is  a  contemptible  and  dangerous  weak« 
nefs.  He  has  a  tight  to  divide^  his  bounty 
as  he  judges  beft ;  to  give  to  fome,  to  ca*- 
refs  others,  and  to  vary- his  gencrofity 
according  to  their  lituation.  There[  Ihoiild 
be  no  emulation  near  a  great  Lord,  but 
who  {hould  ferve  him  the  beft.— Let  your 
accoutrements  and  equipage  be  always 
ready  for  ufe.  Be  up  by  day-break ;  be 
firft  in  the  faddle,  when  called  upon  by 
G  g  your 
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your  Lord;  and  exert  yourfelf  fo  vigo* 
rouily  in  the  tournaments^  that  fione  may 
exceed  you  in  valour. 

"  When  you  are  fufl5cicntty  known,  1 
will  give  you  for  your  Lord  a  Count  of. 
great  merits  mod  courteous  of  mannerSf 
and  one  I  dearly  love.  He  is  the  Lord 
of  Aftorat,  and  has  all  the  qualities  of  a* 
good  Knight.  There  is  not  in  all  Chrif* 
tendom  Count;  Duke,  nor  Marquis,  who- 
lias  twice  the  power,  or  equaF  merit  witb 
himfdf.  It  is  for  this  caufe  I  fend  you  to 
him.—  Say  to  him^  '^  Amanieu  of  £fca^ 
ikluteayou:  he  declares  by  me,  diat  your 
worth  is  fo  much  increafed^  that  he  wilt 
always  be  devoted  to  you.  He  has  fent 
me  to  yott)  as  to  his  mafter,  that  I  may 
ferve  you  for  love  of  him ;  and  I  an^ 
ready  to  devote  myfelf  to  yoaall  my  life^ 
if  you  pleafe  to  command  nve." 

^  Thus  fhall  you  fpeak  to  this  brave 
Count.    I  think,  gentle  and  amiable  Page, 

yoir 
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you  will  gain  much  honour  in  his  fer- 
vice ;  and  that  you  will  merit  the  love  and 
grace  he  (hall  beftow  upon  you.    Amen.'* 

Thus  ends  the  didadic  pieces  of  this 
Troubadour. 


y^^y»&iOfOi090i^^ 


WILLIAM    ADHEMAR, 

WIlliam  Adhemar  was  a  Gen- 
tleman of  Marvejols,  in  Gevau- 
dan.  He  left  his  houfe  with  a  view  to 
obtain  the  honour  of  Knighthood ;  but 
having  no  property  to  maintain  himfelf 
therein^  he  was  obliged  to  be  content  with 
the  profeffion  of  a  jongleur,  and  was  held 
in  great  confideration. 

Two  of  his  pieces  are  alone  worthy  of 
notice ;  the  firft  of  thefe  is  in  the  fatirlc 
ftyle. 

Gg  Z  "I  HAVE 
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plaifance,  an^  fubmiffion,  who,  if  a  fool 
came  in  and  uttered  his  miferable  jargon, 
would  give  up  the  mpdefty  and  virtue  of 
the  former,  for  the  llupidity  and  the  im- 
pudence of  the  latter :  whence  I  have 
concluded,  that  in  love,  folly  is  of  more 
account  than  underftanding, 

^*  I  HAVE  feen  Ladies  contemn  mep, 
whom  they  were  far  from  deferving ;  and 
overwhelm  thofe  with  their  favour,  who 
held  them  in  contempt. — In  fine,  I  have 
feen  many  things  which  have  turned  my 
heart  from  the  world :  for  I  am  convincefl, 
that  in  the  world  noble  defires  are  no  re- 
commendation, and  praife-worthy  fenti- 
ipents  a  fatigue  and  trouble  to  their  pof- 
feflbrs/' 

It  is  probable  our  Troubadour  had  met. 
with  fome  fevere  difappointment  at  the 
time  he  wrote  this  piece,  as  the  following 
exprcfles  very  different  fentiments. 

G  g  3  **  I  cAn- 
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•by  thofe  who  implacably  hate,  who  would 
:kill  me  if  they  rould ;  atid  for  whom  I 
fed  a  mQrtal  hatred,  though  they  have 
<lrawn  me  from  the  place  in  which,  had 
I  continued,  I  muft  tave  perifhed. — Now 
I  have  brought  my  veffel  into  port,  I 
have  changed  my  Jcad  for  brafs,  and  my 
£lver  for  gold.  The  moil  beautiful  of 
women  has  given  me  her  free  and  boun- 
teous love^  and  has  pledged  it  with  |l 
kifs  !  and  fo  amiable  and  excellent  (he  ISf 
that  a  Qioijiacch  might  boafi  of  her  love! 

^*  If  Alphonfo,  ^  teft  fupport  of 
Cliriftianity,  and  the  terror  of  the  Moors, 
would  raife  an  army  againftxhe  Saracens^ 
and  would  take  with  him  the  man  who 
keeps  my  fair  one  in  confinement,  there 
is  no  fin  for  whi^h  he  \yaiild  pot  bp  ab* 
jfolved," 

This  was  Alphonfo  IX.  wlio  died  ii| 

1230.      He  diftinguilhed   himfelf   with 

great  bravery  againft  the  Moors,  and  was 

Gg4  IkilfuJ 
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tendernefs  for  each  other  was  fo  much 
cenfured,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fepa- 
rate,  and  he  went  from  Gafcony^to  the 
court  of  Raimond  Berenger  V.  Count  of 
Provence.  Aimeri  compofed  many  pieces 
in  honour  of  this  Prince,  and  of  his  wife, 
Beatrix  of  Savoy. 

In  this  court  was  a  Lady  called  Bar- 
boflfa,  who  joined  to  great  beauty  un- 
common learning ;  for  fhe  had  obtained 
the  knowlege  of  the  feven  liberal  arts. 

One  day  when  our  poet  was  with  this 
Lady,  in  the  apartment  of  the  Princefs 
Beatrix,  the  daughter  of  the  Count, 
Barboffa  having  dropped  one  of  her  gloves, 
Aimeri  ran  to  pick  it  up,  and,  kifiing  it, 
prefented  it  to  her.  The  Ladies  of  the 
Princefs  perceiving  this,  exprefled  their 
aftonifhment  alide  to  Madam  Barboffa, 
that  (he  fufFered  fuch  liberties ;  but  ihe 
anfwered,  that  noble  Ladies  could  not 
grant  too  many  favours  of  an  honefl  kind 

to 
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who  had  followed  Beatrix  of  Savoy  into 
Provence;  and  he  exhorts  them  all  to 
punifh  this  infolent  cenfurer  of  their  fex. 
Aimeri,  jn  another  of  his  pieces,  thus  la- 
ments the  death  of  Nugno  Sanchez^  a 
Catalonian  Baron. 

**  Grief  ftifles  my  words ;  and  if  I 
fmg,  it  will  be  like  the  fwan  in  her  laft 
moments  ;  for  my  Lord  Sanchez  is  dead  I 
But  ceafe,  my  tears ;  ye  are  unjuft :  for 
the  impious  man  alone  is  expofed  to  death. 
My  Lord  has  only  afcended  to  God,  who 
called  him  to  falvation." 

The  following  fonnet  to  Barboffa, 
whofe  retreat  fome  time  after  into  a  con- 
vent he  could  not  furvive,  is  efleemed  his 
beft  piece. 

**  Pure,  loyal,  and  fincere  as  thou  art, 
my  love  has  fubjefted  me  to  thy  empire, 
and  in  filence  I  have  fufFered  all  its  grie- 
vous pains.     Without  any  return  of  love, 

or 


THE   TROUBADOURS.     46'f 

my  refolves ;  and  the  fear  of  offending  you 
effaced  my  refolution.  As  the  huntfman, 
in  the  ardour  of  the  chace,  flies  from  the 
obje£t  of  his  paffion,  fo  fwiftly  am  I  borne 
from  you  by  the  ardour  of  my  love*  When 
I  return,  and  behold  you,  I  forget  my 
impatience;  arid  fo  d^ar  is  y6ar  fociety, 
that  I  could  not  bear  <o  lofe  ft'by  my  prc- 
fumption.  I  ihould  be  the  moft  gtrilty 
and  miferable  of  wretches,  was  you  to 
forbid  me  your  fNrefence*  I  .^m  confcious 
I  have  feeling  enough  to  deferve  your 
heart ;  but  my  birth  is  not  fufficiently 
exalted:  except  this,  I  am  free  from  all 
reprpach.  I  challenge  Love,  and  you, 
to  charge  me  v^ith  any  orthcr  difgrace. 
With  this  your  liberal  mind  will  never 
accufe  me  ;  for  you  know,  that  the  true 
noblenefs  is  that  of  the  foul,  and  that  the 
heart  which  is  loyal,  and  exempt  from 
deceit,  is  alone  dignified  in  love  !" 

Soon  after  this  addrefs  to  Barboffa,  (he 
retired  to  a  convent,   where  none  were 

permitted 
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the  Sicilians  feared  and  hated  the  French 
too  much  to  return  again  under  the  dty- 
minion  of  the  houfe  of  Anjou.  AI- 
phonfo  III.  endeavoured  in  vain  to  pro- 
cure the  rcftitution  of  Sicily.  In  1285^ 
the  celebrated  Boniface  VIII.  who  fo  of- 
ten commanded  as  mafter  of  the  worlds 
eaufed  James,  the  King  of  Spain,  to 
whom  it  belonged,  to  give  his  confent  for 
the  reftoration  of  Sicily  to  France,  on 
condition,  that  Charles  of  Valois  fhould 
renounce  the  rights  Martin  IV.  had  given 
him  over  Aragon.  The  treaty  was 
figned,  and  James  appeared  infenfible  to 
the  prayers  and  remonftrances  of  the  Si-> 
dlrans  ;  on  which  they  took  a  mod  cou- 
rageous refolution,  they  mffembled  the 
States -General  of  Palermo,  and  proclaim-* 
cd  Frederick,  the  younger  brother  of 
James,  whom  he  had  left  in  Sicily. 

This  Prince  was  immediately  excom- 
municated by  Boniface ;  and  his  brother 
the   King   of    Aragon,    declared   againft 

him. 
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hiiDt  and  recalled  from  Sicily  the  Cata- 
looiaa  and  Aragonian  foldiers. 

A  FEW  of  them  only  obeyed  his  fum- 
mons.  He  then  went  to  Rome  to  con- 
cert with  the  Pope  the  means  of  dethron* 
ing  Frederick  :  he  even  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  war ;  made  great  prepara-- 
tions  for  it  himfelf;  paffed  into  Sicily 
with  a  great  fleet,  and  overcame  the  fleet 
of  his. brother.  After  which  he  returned 
into  Spain,  but  he  was  fufjpeded,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  of  defigning  to  deceive 
the  formidable  Pontiff. 

In  this  critical  fituation  Frederick  com- 
pofed  the  following  piece^  and  addrefles 
it  to  the  Count  of  Empurias^  a  Catalo- 
nian  Lord,  who  had  accompanied  James 
to  Rome,  and  to  Sicily,  but  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  fupport  the  caufe  of  Fre- 
derick. 

«*  I  OUGHT  not  to  be  difturbed  at  this 
war ;  and  I  ihould  do  wrong  to  complain 

of 
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of  my  friends.    I  fee  a  multitude  of  war- 
riors coming  to  my  fuccour ;   each  one 
follicitous  I  fliould  recover  my  kingdom* 
If  any  one  appears  to  abandon  me,    I 
condemn  him  not.    My  family  is  over- 
whelmed with  honour  and  glory,  by  the 
great  adions  done  in  its  fervice.     I  can 
yet  call  to  arms  the  Catalonians,  and  the 
Aragonians,  and  fuccefsfuUy  end  the  en- 
terprize  of   my  father.      I  believe    the 
CTQwn  to  be  my  right ;  but  if  any  of  my 
relations,   armed  with  a  noble  ambition^ 
(hall  oppofe,  let  him  fliewhimfelf:  for 
I  am  not  the  man  who  will  be  governed 
by  the  fantafiesof  another. 

*'  Ebles,  go  and  tell  thofe  who  have  not 
yet* declared  themfelyes,  that  I  love  for  my 
iubjedls  men  diftinguilhed  by  the  courage 
and  the  conftancy  of  the  ancient  Romans ; 
and  that  they  will  find  me  as  faithful  to 
their  interefts  as  they  are  to  mine.  But 
'my  relations  aft  toward  me  with  little 
fmcerity/' — The  Count  of  Empurias,  who 
was  alfo  a  Troubadour,  thus  anfwercd*^  ^ 
Hh  "Go, 
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WILLIAM   DE    MUR. 

IN  the  life  of  the  nobles  of  Cataloniik, 
we  find  the  Lords  of  Mur,  they  wftre 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Counts  of  Pallas. 
William  de  Mur  was  a  younger  brother 
of  this  houfe.  He  wrote  a  piece  in  the 
laft  crufade,  in  which  St.  Lewis  engaged, 
not  inferted>  and  the  two  fhort  dialogues 
that  follow. 

«  Which/'  fays  the  Troubadour  to 
Giraud,  whofe  knowlege  and  learnings  he 
had  heard  extolled,  "  which  ought  to  ufe 
the  mod  ardent  endeavours  to  pleafe,  the 
lover  already  rewarded,  or  the  lover  in 
the  (late  of  uncertainty  arid  hope  ?  ** 

**  The  former,  uddoubtedly,!'  replied 
Giraud. 

Hh  2  "This;* 
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"  This,"  replies  William,  "  is  con- 
trary to  fa£l,  both  in  animal  and  human 
nature.  The  nightingale,  while  he  is 
purfuing  his  mate,  exerts  all  his  (kill,  and 
fings  with  the  moft  enchanting  melody ; 
but,  when  poiTeiTed  of  his  fair  one,  his 
notes  become  carelefs,  and  his  fong  rude 
and  unpoliflied :  and  fo  it  is  with  nian- 
kind.  When  they  are  fecure  of  what 
they  wifti,  they  become  indifferent  and 
inattentive/' 

GiRAUD  anfwers :  "  Merit  cannot  be 
weakened  by  pofleffion,  nor  true  tender- 
nefs  lefiened  by  reward ;  and  the  exam* 
pie  of  the  nightingale  is  of  no  value,  a 
bird  being  incapable  of  knowlege,  fenti- 
ment  and  refledion.  For  my  part,"  con- 
cludes he,  "  I  am  never  fo  folUcitous  to 
pleafe,  as  when  I  am  treated  with  tcndcr- 
nefs  and  love  !** 

In  the  fecond  dialogue  he  aiks  of  Gi- 
raud>  *•  Which  is  the  moft  worthy  of  two 

JBaronSj 
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Caronri^^  the  one  who  employs  all  his 
wealth  in  enriching  his  houfehold,  and 
his  companions  in  war,  to  the  exclufion 
of  ftrangers;  or  the  other,  who  gives  all 
to  ftrangers,  without  confidering  or  re- 
warding his  own  people  ?*' 

**  That  Baron/*  replies  Giraud, 
*^  merits  no/clogy,  who  enriches  ftrangers 
only  ;  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  praife- 
worthy  and  ieftimable  condud  to  do  good 
to  our  own," 

•*  But  by  giving  to  ftrangers,"  fays 
William,  **  honour  k  obtained,  and  re- 
putation is  increafed  ;  glory  is  conferred, 
and  this  glory  ought  to  be  more  delight- 
ful to  the  fubjedls  of  a  Prince,  than  the 
benefits,  they  receive  themfelves." 

«*  Can  there  be,'*  replied  Giraud,  "  a 

greater  giory  for  a  Lord,  than  to  acquit 

himfelf  of  his  duty?— ^!s  there  a  duty 

Hh  3  more 
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port  of  which  is  to  exprefs  the  manoers 
of  the  tiioes,  and  to  diftinguiih  the  ekaA 
portrait  of  that  age. 


ARNAUD    OF    MARSAN. 

ARn  AUD  OF  Marsan  was  of  the  il- 
luftrious  boufe  of  Marfan,  and 
joined  to  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  the  me- 
rit of  great  talents  and  the  honour  of 
Knighthood. 

Thbke  remains  only  one  piece  of  hist 
which  paints  the  ancient  cuftoms.  and  the 
manners  of  the  great  Lords,  who  were 
efteemed  mod  honourable ;  and  it  is  alfo 
a  fort  of  inftrudlion  in  chivalry. 

"  It  was  in  the  month  of  Odober,  I 

well   remember,    I   ordered   two   of  my 

pages  to  take  two  falcons^  and  the  third 

H  h  4  a  gofs* 
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cannot  obtain  her  love.  I  know  not  what 
to  do ;  in  pity  teach  me  how  1  ought  to 
ad.  My  pilgrimage  has  no  other  objed 
than  to  feek  inftrudion  in  love." 

^*  At  thefe  words,  I  faid  to  my  BarbnSf 
Permit  me  to  put  oflF  our  party  to  another 
day;  for  at  prefent  I  muft  converfe  of 
joy  and  pleafure  with  this  young  ftranger, 
and  our  difcourfe  mull  be  in  private.    Im- 
mediately difmounting  from  my  horfe,  I 
took  the  unknown  Knight  by  the  hand^ 
and  conduding  him  iuy  I  begged  him  to 
defer  our  converfation   till  the  morrow^ 
that  I  might  have  time  to  refled  on  his 
iituation,  and  be  able  to  give  him  the  ad- 
vice he  flood  .in  need  of.     But  I  would 
know,  added  1,  to  whom  I  fpeak,  that  | 
may  form  fome  judgment  of  the  advice  I 
ought  to  give.     His  anfwer  was  as  cour« 
teous  as  my  requeft ;  and  when  I  heard 
his  name»  I  held  him  in  great  eAeem. 
After  he  was  refreihed^  we  fat  down  to 
play  at  chefs  and  at  draughts.     We  fung 

fongs, 
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whether  your  cloaths  are  rich  or  plain. 

Let  your  linen  be  very  fine  and  white; 

let  your  flioes,  your  ftockings,  and  your 

waiftcoat  be  fo  well  adjufted^  that  all  who 

behold  (hall  admire  you  ;  let  your  robe,  if 

you  have  one,  be  rather  fhort  than  long  ; 

let  it  be  made  wide  before,  the  bread  can 

then  be  left  open  without  any  impropriety. 

Let  your  cloak  be  of  the  fame  ftufF;  and 

I' 

let  the  girdle  and  the  clafp  be  neatly  faf- 
tened. — Nothing  gives  a  man  fo  much 
advantage,  as  the  beauty  of  his  hair : 
wa(h  your  head  often,  and  wear  not  your 
liair  too  long ;  it  is  more  becoming  to 
liave  it  fomewhat  fhortened.  Your  whif- 
kers^  and  beard  ought  alfo  to  be  neatly 
cut;  it  were  better  they  were  too  (hort, 
than  too  long,  but  no  excefs  of  fafhion  is 
ever  becoming ;  be  particularly  attentive 
to  that.  By  the  eyes  and  the  hands,  a 
man  is  often  judged;  there  fhould  be  a 
dignity  and  delicacy  in  both.  Never  fix 
your  eyes  with  a  fancy  affurance  and  ef- 
frontery on  any ;  and  let  your  hands  be 

placed 
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When  the  day  appears,  do  not  fct  your- 
felf  at  the  table  to  eat  alone ;  nothing  is 
niore  unpolite.  Place  your  guefts  near 
you,  in  a  neat  apartment.  Do  the  ho- 
nours of  your  table'  not  only  yourfelff 
but  be  careful  your  attendants  are  afiidu- 
ous  in  their  fervice ;  and  let  the  fire  be 
well  repleniftied.  Recommend  it,  in  par- 
ticular, to  your  fervants,  that  they  never 
come  in  and  interrupt  the  repaft,  by  whif- 
pering  in  your  ear :  be  careful,  alfo,  never 
to  fpeak  to  them  in  a  low  voice  ;  this 
has  the  air  of  poverty  and  (lingineTs. 
Before  you  place  yourfelf  at  table,  give 
all  your  orders  for  the  day,  as  to  wine, 
fights,  and  other  accommodations.  Take 
car6  that  the  horfes,  the  attendants,  and 
groQms  of  your  guefts  have  all  that  they 
want ;  for  if  they  hiive  not  plenty  of 
provifion,  you  will  hear  murmurs,  (hame« 
fully  reproaching  to  a  gallant  Knight. 

"   If  you  hold  a  court  or  affemlJly^ 
fpare  for  nothing.     Let  there  be  no  gate 

locked 
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locked  at  the  entrance  of  your  houfe ;  no 
porters  to  keep  back^  with  their  fiavts* 
the  grooms,  pagesi  hangers-on,  and  jong  « 
leurs>  who  would  enter.  Do  not  follow 
the  example  of  thofe  rich  mifers,  who 
retire  fecretly  from  their  feafts.  Heavea 
forbid  you  ihould  be  the  £rft  to  quit  the 
company,  when  you  ought  to  be  the  laft. 
Your  houfe  ought  to  be  open  to  all  the 
world,  and  you  ready  to  receivei  at  all 
hours,  thofe  who  (hall  prefent  themfelves* 
Play  high,  it  will  do  you  honour ;  con- 
tinue playing.  It  is  fliamefui  and  bafe- 
to  take  up  the  dice,  and  leave  ofF  imme« 
diately. — ^!f  you  (hould  lofe,  exprefs  no 
ilUhumour ;  change  not  your  place,  nor 
clap  your  hands  together  like  an  enraged 
man,  nor  give  any  fign  of  difpleafure  f. 
for  if  you  do,  you  will  be  made  a  jeft 
of.— In  ihort,  fpend  your  fortune  in  m 
generous  and  hofpitable  reception  of  all 
the  world.  Unlefs  you  do  this,  you  muft 
fot*  ever  renounce  gallantry* --*  Be  vfell 
mounted ;  have  a  horfe  light  and  nimble 

for 
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for  the  courfei  eafy  to  manage,  Und  have 
it  continuJiUy  ltd  in  your  triin.— Let 
your  armi  be  bright  dnd  takiable ;  dmt 
kt  your  lance^  youf  UbiMi  and  your 
cuirafs  be  well  proved  ♦•  tjtt  your  horfc 
be  well  equipped  in  faddle»  bridlei  ^tkd 
breaft-leather ;  let  the  faddle  and  crupper 
be  of  the  fame  colour  with  your  ihield^ 
and  the  dreamer  of  your  lance.  Have  a 
war-horfe  to  carry  a  change  of  arms. 

**  The  reafon  I  recommend  thefe 
things  is,  that  if  you  have  not  prepared 
them  in  readinefs,  and  fet  them  in  order^ 
on  the  fir  ft  injury  done  you,  on  the  fir  ft 
war  that  happens,  you  will  be  obliged  to 
feek  them  with  precipitation ;  and  Ladies 
are  never  fond  of  thofe  Knights,  who  arf 
not  always  ready  for  war  and  touriva* 
ments ;  they  will  always  prefer  thofe,  who 
feize  every  occafion  of  procuring  fame 
and  honour. 

•   Ah    armour  for  the  back  and  bread,   wore 
under  the  coat  of  arnls. 

*^  If 


THE   TROUBADOURS.    481 

Thus  Arnaud  of  Marfan  finifhed  hit 
narration,  and  it  is  a  valuable  teftimonial 
of  ancient  manners. 


WILLIMA  OF  MONTAGNOGOUT. 

WIlliam  of  Montagnogout  was 
a  Knight  of  Provence  j  a  good 
poet>  and  a  tender  lover.  He  attached 
hioifelf  to  Madam  Jaflerande,  of  the 
cattle  of  Lunel,  and  wrote  many  fonnets 
for  her.  He  was  diffinguifhed  for  his 
amiable  afid  modeft  charader,  and  was 
called  the  Happy,  becaufe  he  joined  a 
great  fortune  to  great  virtue.  There  was 
fomething  fo  ftriking  in  his  countenance, 
that  it  rendered  him  more  and  more  in- 
terefting  every  time  you  converfed  with 
him  ;  and  the  qualities  of  his  heart  were 
anfwerable  to  the  fweetnefs  and  dignity 
of  his  expreffion.  He  was  the  firft  Gen- 
I  i  tleman 
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men.  Ah  !  may  they  never  do  a  greater 
evil  than  put  on  thefe  ornaments :  for  the 
richnefs  of  their  habits  will  not  deprive 
them  of  the  grace  of  God. — It  is  not  by 
black  or  white  robes  this  grace  is  obtained ; 
but  by  virtue. 

"  Let  the  Ecclefiaftics  renounce  the 
world,  and  thilik  of  nothing  but  their 
falvation  ;  let  them  put  oflF  their  vanity, 
and  covetoufnefs ;  let  them  never  fcize 
the  property  of  others,  and  their  precepts 
will  be  believed.  To  hear  them  declaim, 
you  would  fuppofe  they  required  nothing  3 
but  behold  them,  and  you  fee  they  poffefs 
what  is  not  their  own. 

**  The  clergy  and  the  laity  go  about 
the  world,  complaining  of  each  other. 
The  people  complain  of  their  Lords,  and 
the  Lords  of  their  fubjeds ;  thus  the 
world  is  filled  with  hatred.  But  there  are 
people  coming  from  the  Eaft,  who,  if 
God  prevent  them  not,  will  reduce  them 
1  i  2  all. 
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as  criminal  as  to  ufurp  the  rights  of 
others ;  it  is  eveti  a  double  crime  to  op- 
prefs  thofe  whom  they  are  bound  to  love 
and  defend :  by  fo  doing,  they  lofc  all 
juft  authority  over  their  fubjefts.  They 
on  their  part  are  very  culpable,  when  they 
fail  in  duty  to  their  Lords ;  for  they  ought 
to  love  a  good  Lord  with  true  love,  and 
ferve  him  loyally.  Each  are  obliged  to 
live  fo  cordially,  that  no  f^lfchood  can  be 
laid  to  their  charge. 

•*  King  of  Gaftile,  the  empire  awaits 
you. — ^When  a  great  King  undertakes  a 
great  enterprize,  he  mud  employ  all  his 
wifdom  in  the  conducing  of  it." 

Alphonso  X.  of  whom  he  fpeaks, 
was  eledled  Emperor  in  1257,  by  the 
party  which  oppofed  Prince  Richard  of 
England.  He  fupportcd  this  eleflion  in 
a  manner  little  worthy  of  the  glorious 
firname  of  Wife,  which  had  been  given 
him.  He  overwhelmed  his  fubjeCts  with 
1  i  3  taxes^ 
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beloved  objefl:,  nor  feeks  ought  but  what 
will  augment  her  glory.  A  loyal  lover  is 
never  attached  from  paflion,  but  from 
tendernefs  and  reafon, — True  lovers  are 
known  by  thefe  rules  :  he  who  follows 
them,  God  will  reward  ;  but  the  deceiver 
ihall  come  to  fliame. — Never  did  I  form 
a  wifh,  that  could  wound  the  heart  of 
my  beloved  !  No  pleafure  could  be  a  de- 
light to  me,  that  reflected  on  her  deli- 
cacy. A  fincere  imd  tender  lover  defires 
the  happinefs  of  his  beloved,  a  thoufand 
times  beyond  his  own  !— Jn  ancient  times, 
the  glory  of  lovers  was  to  love  thus  ten- 
derly;  and  their  miftrefles  difdained  every 
unworthy  expreflion  of  love.  Each  were 
full  of  merit ;  each  afpired  to  honour.—. 
Now  virtue  is  fallen  to  decay,  becaufe 
paflion,  and  not  tendernefs,  influences 
lovers. 

**  This   leflbn  will  draw  upon  me  the 
reproaches  of  all  falfe  lovers,  and  all  un- 
worthy Ladies ;  but  to  be  filent,  would 
I  i  4  be 
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a  perfon  of  great  judgment,  I  undertook 
the  tranflation  of  it  with  a  timid  hand, 
apprehenfive  that  fome  might  efteem  thefe 
memoirs  frivolous,  and  others  cenfure 
them  as  dangerous:  and  juflly  doubtful 
of  my  ability  to  colleft  and  weed  them 
properly,  and  without  injuring  my  owa 
principles,  or  their  originality,  to  prefent 
them  in  any  manner  worthy  of  attention  ; 
not  merely  as  curious  details  of  ages  lit* 
tie  known,  but  as  ufeful  examples  to 
fucceeding  times.  The  candid  reader 
will,  therefore,  I  flatter  myfelf,  allow 
me,  at  the  conclufion  of  this  work,  to 
declare  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  con- 
fidered  and  engaged  in  it ;  and  this  was 
to  inforce  one  great  principle,  which, 
could  it  be  eftablilhed  on  the  minds  of 
men  with  the  energy  it  deferves,  would 

not 
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XK)t  fail  to  have  the  happiefl;  influence  on  ] 
their  condud,  I  mean  the  referable  con-* 
fequence  of  every  Jingh  aSion^  and  the 
chain  of  effedls  to  which  it  leads»  in  the 
grand  procefs  of  human  life;  and  above 
alU  the  immenfe  importance  of  the  firft 
engagement,  made  on  their  firft  entrance 
into  the  world,  either  in  genius,  bufi- 
nefs,  or  pleafure,  by  fanguinc,  unfufpi- 
ciouS)   and  inexperienced  youth. 

The  greateft  philofophers,  divines,  and 
morali{l«  have  fpared  no  pains  to  imprefs 
this  truth  j  but  the  former  have  been 
confidered  as  placing  virtue  in  too  exalted 
a  light  for  the  reach  of  humanity ;  and 
the  latter,  as  only  exercifing  their  profef-^ 
iion,  or  exerting  their  tafle. 

The 


THE   TROUBADOURS.     491 

The  biographer,  on  the  contrary, 
who  proves  this  from  the  lively  impreffion 
of  fads,  is  acknowleged  to  deferve  the 
fincereft  attention;  and  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  no  period  of  time  can  be  pointed 

out,    in  which  he  has  been  denied  this 
uft  honour,  ' 

In  thefe  lives,  colleded  by  Mr.  de  St* 

Palaie,  which  he  thought  deferving  of  fo 
much  labour,  and  which  he  fpent  fo  muck 
time  to  obtain,  there  are  many  ftriking 
proofs  of  the  mifery,  as  well  as  the  guilt 
attending  an  improper  indulgence  of 
mind  in  ^arly  life,  and  the  train  of  mif- 
chiefs  that  enfued  from  every  falfc  ftep 
adopted  in  it. 

Nor 
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and  the  ages  it  treats  of  immediately  pre-* 
cede  the  century  in  which  Petrarch  flou« 
rifhed,  allowance  will  be  made  for  the 
the  defe^fls  with  which  I  am  but  too  con- 
fcious  it  iS  accompanied  in  my  hands  s 
and  the  difficulty  I  had  from  the  fame- 
nefs  of  fome  charaders,  and  the  exceflTes 
of  others,  to  join  variety  and  inftrudion 
with  the  moft  ftriking  pifture  of  the 
times. 

I  TRUST,  however,  that  under  every 
difadvantage,  thefe  memoirs  will  at  lead 
produce  this  eflential  convidlion,  that 
birth  and  beauty,  learning  and  wit,  are 
nothing  without  virtue,  to  guard  and  di- 
rcGt  them  ;  or  rather,  that  they  become  a 
curfe  to  their  pofleffbrs,  when  they  are 

the 
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ferved  to  adorn  it.  And,  when  both  an- 
cient and  modern  writers,  who  have  per- 
verted their  abilities,  and  difhonoured 
their  charadlers,  fhall  incur  prefent  and 
future  ignominy ;  then  fhall  an  example, 
fo  noble,  be  had  in  delightful  remem- 
brance, and  excite  the  admiration  and 
the  virtue  of  a  grateful  pofterity ! 


FINIS. 
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